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A  Sincere  efteemfor  the  I)rama,  ardent  •mjba  for 
-**  the profperity  of  the  Stage,  admiration  of  the 
beauties,  and  concern  for  the  defcSts^  both  in  compofition 
and  aliiony  frfi  dilated  this  work  ;  which  from  ma- 
ny flattering  inflances  of  approbation,  has,  -aie  appre- 
hend, hem  condutied  with  feme  fhart  of  ability y  upon 
commendabk  principles  :  wherefore,  the  fame  plan 
will  be  purfued  that  we  have  hitherto  adopted.  Not 
cne  ebjeSiion  has  been  offered  to  our  criticifms  en  the 
plays  which  have  fallen  under  our  notice  ;  as  to  our 
firiitures  on  the  performers,we  have  been  aecufed  by 
.fame  of  too  much  lenity,  by  others,  of  too  much  feverity  \ 
a  few  of  the  mofi  incon/iderable  objeSs  mentioned,  have 
taken  great  umbrage  at  the  fuppofed  injury  done  their 
imaginary  merits  -,  of  their  ignorant,  illiberal  refent- 
ment  we  have  beard,  with  an  equal  mixture  of  pity 
and  contempt ;  refohed  neither  through  fear  nor  fa- 
vour to  abate  the  fmalleji  particle  of  that  critical  pre~ 
rogative  we  have  ajfumed  -,  however,  the  meft  abjeSy 
dif contented  murderers  of  common  fenfe  in  either  boufcy 
may  rail  at  the  Dramatic  Cztisov^,fecure  from  any 
irate  ofrefentmentfor  fo  doing,  in  this  work,  if  as  it 
is  eagerfy  hoped  fqme  of  the  deficiencies  pointed  out  are 
reformed,  the  ultimate  view  of  this  and  the  former 
Volume  will  be  fuelled. 

In  the  wide  field  of  ebfervation  before  us,feveral 
faffages  and  circumfiances  muft  no  doubt  efcape,  though 
equally  deferving  regard  with  fever al  of  thofe  we  note : 
bew'every  vie  flatter  ourfehes,  nothing  material  has 
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as  yet  fiipfti  us^  or  wiU  hereafter  hi  emitted  i  end 
that  a  review  -of  the  werk  what  concealed  wiU 
^ove,  that  tnterefi  and  malevolence^  the  two  worfi  in^' 
fiuences  authors  can  write  laider,  have'  keen  e^aljf 
Mfiant  hotbfrom  our  beads  and  hearts. 
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JULIUSCiESAR. 

A  Traqedv  by  Shak<sp£as.e. 

X  F  ptmafuHf  inculctting  one  of  the  aobkfk 
prindples  that  a^uates  the  human  mind,  the  lore  <^ 
natioaal  libeny,  can  ftamp  additional  value  upon 
works  of  genius,  we  may  venture  to  pronoxmce  the 
tn^sij  now  before  «,  as  to  the  fubjeA  of  it,  lugh- 
(y  dcfcrving  of  attention  &om  an  Englllh  audioKCi 
in  icfpeft  of  the  executive  part,  a  review  of  the  fi^■, 
vera)  fcenes  will, we  hope,  fiimifli  a  competent  idea.' 

At  the  commencement  of  this  piece,  the  author 
introduces  two  Romans  of  character  and  public 
Ipiiit  reproving  the  mob  widi  great  energy  for 
making  holiday  on  Ccfar's  account,  in  whofc  am- 
bidon  the  fteedom  of  their  onintry  had  found  a 
grzve.    The  lemoofbrances  of  MaruUus  and  Fla- 

Vol.  n.  B  yiuf 
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vius  are  pathetically  perfuafive,  and  the  mob  reply 
with  humorous,  clurafteriftic  bluntncfs ;  however, 
we  are  not  fond  of  fuch  ludicrous  matter  in  a  tra- 
gedy, and  wiih  the  piece  could  have  been  iaved 
from  the  intrulion  of  inadequate  characters,  with- 
out enervating  fevcral  pal&ges,  which  as  they  ftand 
at  prefent  difcover  peculiar  force. 

As  Cxfar  goes  to  the  Courfe  he  is  accoSxd  by  a 
Soothfayer,  who  warns  him  to  beware  of  the  Ides 
■f  Maich,  this  predidion,  however,  he  treats  with 
contempt,  and  pailcs  on  to  the  games,  leaving  Bru' 
tus  and  Caflius  on  the  ftage ;  from  the  former's 
declining  to  join  the  public  feftiviqf,  his  iriend 
takes  occalion  to  hint  a  gloominefs  which  leems  to 
have  hung  for  fOme  time  on  his  difpofition  j"  Bru- 
tus being  fo  touched,  confeHes  that  paiTions  of  feme 
difi^nce  cloud  his  mind  %  upon  this  foundation 
CalTms  works  totfa  great  iut»lety  to  feel  the  pulle 
of  his  political  principles ;  a  diftant  fhout  occ^ons 
Brutus  to  exprefs  apprehenlion  that  the  peopk  arc 
confeii'ii%  royaltyapon  Csefar,  whom  Caflias,  in  a 
Ioiig,^rited,-andpi&iiTe^ae  fpeech  endeavours  ta 
depwciate,  by  ;an  unfavoiuable  comparifon  with 
him&lf  \  however,  'tJietc  is  more  of  oftentadous  va- 
nity than  found  atgtunent  in  %  for  the  ftrength  of 
a  very  brave  and  good  man  riiight  &il  in  fiirimming, 
and  his  tongue,  parched  widi  fovcrilfa  thirft,  callfor 
drink  without  any  juft  imputadon  againft  his  cou* 
rage ;  the  next'fpeech  of  Caflius,  where  he  accufes 
the 'Romans  of  enflavingthemfelvcs,  and  compares 
Brutus  with  C^far,  applies  dofcly  to  the  point  m 
Hen. 

■Brutus  perceiving  the  drift  aS  Caflius,  replies 

■Xrith  fenfiWc  ttferve,  but  delivera  one  politive  ancl 

noble 
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noble  declararion,  that  he  would  prefer  a  ftate  of 
rural  obfcurity  rather  than  confcis  hrnifclf  a  citizen 
of  Rome,  under  a  difgracefiil  ftate  of  public  af- 
fairs. Here  their  converiation  is  judicbufly  inter- 
rupted by  the  return  of  Cjefar  and  his  trwn  :  what 
the  conqueror  of  the  world  fays  in  this  fcene  is  very 
unimportant,  and  we  heartily  concur  with  Bek 
Johnson,  that  his  quaint  remark  upon  the  leannels 
of  Cailius  deferves  to  be  fneered  at ;  indeed,  fome 
good  reafons  for  fufpe^ting  that  fenator  of  gloomy 
defigns  are  fubjoined,  but  how  the  author  could 
cany  CxJar  oS  the  ftage  with  an  unefiential,  ridi- 
culous remark  on  the  deafnels  of  one  of  his  own 
ears,  we  cannot  conceive. 

In  the  next  fcene  Cafca,  with  a  blunt  peculiarity, 
informs  Brutus  and  Caffius  what  happened  while 
the  people  were  ofiering  Cxfar  a  crown  \  his  piAurp 
of  popular  vehemence,  irr^larity  and  weaknels, 
is  juft  and  striking,  but  fweaty  nightcaps  need  not 
have  been  mentioned :  upon  Brutus's  obfervii^ 
that  Csfar  is  liable  to  the  falling  licknels,  Caflius 
makes  a  moft  emphatic  and  comprehenfive  reply 
in  two  lines :  at  the  conclufion  of  this  interview, 
our  author  has,  with  fmgular  judgment,  given  Ca£- 
lius  a  Ibliloquy,  which  fully  explains  his  own  prin- 
ciples and  charaifter,  while  it  throws  fome  dUtant 
ligl«  on  the  contraft  dilpofirion  of  Brutus,  which 
being  generous,  open  and  unfulpeAing,  Caflius 
juftly  thinks  well  calculated  for  him  to  work  upon, 
thereby  to  gratify  his  peribnal  refcntment  againft 
Cxfar. 

Cafca  and  Cicero  are  next  broiight  in  view,  a- 

larmed   at    violent,   elementary    concufDons   and 

Arange  prodigies  j  the  defcriptive  pan  Is  powerful 

B  2  and 
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and  poetical.  When  Cicero  retires,  Caflius  ap- 
pears, who  feems  to  rejoice  in  tiie  aftonifhing  qir- 
cumftanccs  which  furround  Rome,  and  infers  from 
them,  matters  of  important  dcpendancy  Relative  to 
the  ftate  :  upon  mention  of  Casfar,  as  king,  Caflius 
proclMms  a  refolution  of  never  fubmitting  to  what 
he  terms  flavery ;  to  this  Cafca  agrees,  and  hence  a 
dawn  of  the  conspiracy,  ^ainft  Cxfar  breaks  upoR 
the  audience  ;  when  Cinna  enters,  Caflius  declares 
him  one  of  his  ifadtion  :  Brutus  being  mentioned  as  a 
mofl  defirable  addition  to  the  party,  Caflius  gives 
fome  papers  calculated  for  that  purpofe,  and  dircfts 
how  they  may  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  Brutus*s 
obfervation ;  with  which  preparative  circUmftances, 
and  a  lhort,but energetic  el(^um  on  the  popularity 
of  Brutus,  the  firft  aft  properly  and  agreeably  con- 
cludes. 

Brutus  is  introduced  at  the  b^inning  of  the  &- 
cond  a£t,  as  meditating  by  ftar-hght ;  and  his  Ib- 
liloquy  refpefting  Cs&r*s  greatnefs,  is  finely  ima- 
gined, dpecially  that  part  o£  it  which  touches  on 
ambition.  Upon  Lucius's  bringing  fome  papers 
found  in  his  master's  ftudy,  Brutus  queftions  him, 
whether  to-morrow  is  not  the  Ides  of  March  ■,  this, 
though  apparently  a  trifling  point  of  interrogation, 
muft  be.confidered  as  a  good  preparative  for  the 
death  of  Cxlkr,  which  has  been  predicted  at  that 
time. 

Upon  perufal  of  what  Lucius  has  brought  him, 
he  finds  a  dark,  yet  forcible  infinuation,  relative  to 
the  enflaved  ftate  of  Rome,  and  his  own  inaftivity. 
He  explains  the  matter,  takes  the  point  home  to 
himfclf,  and  with  juft,  patriotic  feeling,  determines 
to  attempt  the  redrds  of  his  country's  wrongs  : 
2  upun 

Dg.l.zedt,,COOgle 


The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR.      $ 

upon  being  told  that  CalTius'  and  fome  other  perfons 
arc  come  to  wait  upon  him,  he  concliw^es,  we  think 
Tathcr  too  haftily,  that  they  are  the  confpiracy  -,  he 
has  reafon  to  apprehend  much  public  difcontent^ 
but  there  does  not  appear  any  foundation  for  his 
fuppofing  an  aftual  confpiracy  is  formed. 

When  the  confpirators  enter,  Caflius  introduces 
them  feverally,  and  the  reception  they  meet  is  cor- 
diaL  Our  author  manifefts  great  judgment  in 
communicating  the  matter  they  come  upon  a- 
fide,  and  happily  threw  in  to  fill  up,  the  digret 
fion  of  where  the  fun  rifcs.  At  the  propofition  or 
an  oath  to  bind  mutual  fidelity,  Bn.itus  charadterifti- 
cally  refufcs  fo  fufptcious  an  obligation  upon  noble^ 
generous  minds,  and  eloquendy  ftiews  why  the 
caule  alone  is  fufficienc  to  bind  them,  or  if  not  that, 
nothing  can ;  the  manner  of  debating  who  are  fk 
for  their  purpofc  is  very  natural,  and  Brunus's  ob- 
jedion  to  cutting  off  Antony,  merely  as  a  friend 
to  Cselar,  heroically  humane-,  the. knowledge  De- 
cius  Jifplays  of  Csefar's  difpofition,  and  the  ufe  he  ■ 
prc^fes  to  make  of  it,  (hew  deep  policy  ;  the 
wamit^  Brutus  gives  his  friends  to  wear  difengaged 
looks,  b  prudent :  upon  calling  to  Lucius,  and  per- 
ceiving that  he  is  aflecp,  Brutus  ihews  moft  plea- 
ding boievolence  of  difpofition,  by  leaving  his  boy's 
flumber  -undifturbed. 

Introducing  Portia,  though  what  Ihe  fays  cannot 
afiedl  an  audience  n>uch,  is  judicious,  as  it  is  a  re- 
lief to  the  other  fcenes,  and  approaches  thepathedc, 
though  it  cannot  touch  the  tender  feelings.  Her 
method  of  founding  the  care  which  lies  heavy  on 
him,  and  his  method  of  declining  an  exphnadon, 
ac  fcnfibly  natural  j  however,  to  fofccn  the  prefcnt 
refcrve, 
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rderve,  he  promifcs  future  infOTination,  and  fciuk 
Iter  oS"  to  make  way  for  a  vilitant,  Caius  Ligarius, 
with  whom  a  very  unimportant  coitfercnce  enfues, 
vhich  we  think  is  left  out  and  properly  in  the  ic- 
prefentation. 

Csefar  appears  next  in  his  palace,  rndently  a- 
larmed  at  the  turbulence  of  the  preceding  night, 
and  orders  the  priefts  to  do  prefent  facrificc ;  Cal- 
■  phumia  approaches,  filled  with  dreadful  apprehen- 
fions,  and  by  dmwing  a  ibong  pii^re  of  thole 
prodigies  which  have  been  recounted  to  her,  endea- 
vours to  difluade  Caelar  friHn  going  to  the  capitol  j 
however,  he  feems  to  treat  omens  with  fenfibie  con- 
tempt, and  even  rge£ts  the  unfavourable  opinion  of 
the  Augurs  ;  at  laft,  Calphurnia's  tender  icmon- 
ftrances  prevail,  and  he  contents  that  Antony  fliall 
acquaint  the  fenate  with  his  refolution  not  to  go. 

Matters  thus  circumftanced,  Decius  Brutus  ap- 
pears, as  being  deputed  tt)  folicit  Caslkr's  appear- 
ance at  the  capitol,  which,  after  fome  refiifal,  by 
couching  Cadar's  vanity,  and  alarming  him  with  the 
impuution  of  fear,  he  works  lum  up  to  go ;  the 
re(t  of  the  confpirators  coming  to  attend  him,  he  re- 
folves  to  accompany  them,  and  propofes  previous 
lefrelhment,  which  occ^ions  Brutus  to  make  a  molt 
beautiful  refledtion  on  Ca^ar*s  unfufpe£ting  mind^ 
and  their  own  fatal  difllmulation. 

That  every  like  is  not  the  fame,  oh  Csefar ! 
The  heart  of  Srutus  yearns  to  think  upon. 

In  the  next  fcene  we  meet  Artemidorus,  a  footh- 
fayer,  perufing  a  paper  dcfigned  for  Csefar,  wherein 
he  warns  that  monarch  of  all  the  confpirators  by 
name.    Portia,  anxious  for  the  great  evait  depend- 
ing. 
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ing,  comes  cm  in  a  {tatetif  very*  natural  amfuliai. 
(lifpatching  Lucius  for  intelligence  ;  her  disjointed 
manner  o(  fpeaking  is  well  imagined  $  upon  quef- 
lioning  Arteimdorus,  Ibe  coUefts  frefh  fear  of  a 
difcovery,  and  retires  coo&fling  the  fdH  £orpc  o£ 
vomanifli  s^rehenfions. 

The  third  aft  opens  with  Cs&i  enttiing  the  fc- 
natie,  when  he  is  addrefied  by  Artemidorus,  vho 
ui^es  attendon  to  the  paper  he  oSers,  as  being  of 
near  concern  to  hinrfelf,  which  Ctefar  therefore  very 
nobly  dedines,  as  bnng  leaft  worthy  of  prefent  re- 
gard; thofe  doubts  which  Shakespeare  has  fur- 
niJbed  the  confpirators  with,  are  naturally  the  con- 
sequence of  fee^gs  concerned  In  fuch  animportaiu: 
and  precarious  undertaking.   . 

When  Metellus  kneeling  adulates  CEefar  witb 
m^Udplied  titles,  the  monarch  icfdies  like  a  truly- 
great  man,  but  ules  &me  terms  too  much  in  die 
bafhaw  ftile ;  upon  the  repeated  fohcitations  of  dif- 
ferent fenaitors  to  favour  Cimbeii's  fmt,  he  well  de- 
fcribes  and  manifefts  his  own  firmnefs  :  upon  his 
confirmed  refulal,  Cafca,  according  to  af^intmem, 
^vcs  the  firft  ftab,  upon  which  all  the  reft  follow 
his  blow,  and  die  world's  great  conqueror  falls  bc- 
fieath  a  multitude  of  wounds,  feeming  to  difdain 
every  mefl«iger  of  fate,  but  that  fent  by  Brutus  % 
here  our  author's  judgment  deferres  great  pr^li^ 
in  giving  Caefar  no  more  to  iTay  than  hiftory  autho- 
rizes ;  but  after  fpeaking  Englifh  throi^h  every 
fcene  and  fpeech  before,  why  he  Ihould  introduce 
Htu  Arte// isnotfo  obvious  as  might  be  wifhed. 

The  exultation  of  the  c<Hifpirators,  and  the  me* 

ifaods  they  propofe  for  reconciling  this  great,  un- 

ibought  of  qfent  to  the  people,  are  well  conceived  i 

however 
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however  we  may  applaiid  the  glorious  impulfe  ot 
patriotiim.  which  caufed  Brutus  to  facrifice  To  fin- 
cere  and  powerful  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  yet  we  heartily  concur  with  Mr.  Pope, 
that  the  Ipeech  concerning  dipping  their  hands  in 
Cxlar's  blood,  is  much  more  fuitabk  to  any  other 
confpirator  than  him. 

Shakespeare  was  judicioufly  fond  of  realizing 
mimic  reprefentation  as  much  as  poffible,  for  which 
purpofc  the  following  lines  in  diis^  piece  were  ccr- 
taialy  and  happily  intended. 

Bow  many  ages  hence, 
'    Shall  this  our  lofty  fcene  be  adcd  n*er 

In  {fates  unborn,  and  accents  yet  unknown  J 
How  many  limes  (hall  Caefar  bleed  in  fport. 
Who  now  on  Pompey's  bafis  lies  alongi 
No  worthier  than  the  duA. 

Antony's  fervant,  in  a  very  plaufibk  ftUe,  oflera 
from  his  mailer  conciliating  motives  to  the  con^i' 
rators,  who  promife  him  fafety  for  his  appearance  •, 
he  is  introduced  much  too  foon,  as  there  are  but 
three  Imes  from  the  lervant*s  going  dll  he  comes  CHl, 
which  mult  oblige  us  to  imagine  him  wuting  at 
the  door,  where  he  would  by  no  means  have  truAxd 
himfelf,  after  he  had  fled  to  his  houfe  amazed^ 
without  fome  credible  aiTurance  of  prote^on. 

When  Mark  Antony  enters,  he  follows  an  amiable, 
natural  impulfe,  which  directs  him  to  pay  his  firft 
regard  to  the  dead  body  of  his  royal  friend,  with- 
out even  calHng  a  glance  at  his  furrounding  mur- 
derers ;  liis  addrefs  to  thofc  real  or  pretending  pa- 
triots is  pathetic  and  fpirited,  Brutus's  reply  cordial 
and  fenfible  ;  thi:re  b  fomcthing  hypocritical,  yei; 
politic, 
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politict  in  fluking  handd  with'  the  blood-ftajned 
confpirators,  the  adion  leflens  him  in  our  efteem, 
yet  die  defign,  which  may  be  eafily  perceived;  com- 
mands our  approbation.  CafTius  pinching  him 
dole,  he  makes  a  lecond  lerious  declaration  of  at- 
tachment .to  the  popular  p^rty,  which •ratho'  layk 
him  low  in  the  view  of  truth,  but  to  be  i^n  a  leve> 
with  rogues,  efpecially  thofe  in  power,  integrity 
ttiuft  become  :flcxible,  and  Ibmetimes  fuhmit  to  Wear  , 
a  malk. 

iUitony's  dcfirc  of  leave  to  pronounce  Casfer'a 
funeral  ek^um,  fbikes  even  flow  perception  with 
a  moreexttnfive  meaning  than  is  expreflfcd,' which' 
Caflius  very  prudently  adverts  to  ;  howcvei^  Bru- 
tus gives  a  reafon,  favouring  of  fclf-fufficiency.  Why- 
k  is  not  dangwxjus  to  give  Anrony  the  privilege  of 
the  rofbnm  j  therefore  configns  Casfar's  corpfe  to  his 
care,  only  referves  Co  himfetf  tfie  firit  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  to  the  people ;  this  point  being  fettled, 
the  confpirators  retire,  and  leave  Antony  to  vent  his 
feelings  more  at  large,  which  he  does  in  a  very  mafl- 
erly  foliloquy,;  admijrably  fuited  to  his  fituation. 
Upon  the  appearance  of  a  meflenger  from  Odiiavius 
Cifar,  he  warns  the  young  Prince  to  avoid  the-dan- 
ger  c£  entering  Rome  in  fb  critical  a  ftate  a£  af- 
furs,  mentions  the  trial  he  intends  to  make  of  po-  '■ 
pular  affection, '  and  then  goes  off  with  his  imperial 
■mailer's  body. 

Brutus,  attended  by  the  Flebeiahs,next  ftrikes  our 
view,  he  mounts  the  pofbnun,  and  difpatches  Cal^ 
lius  to-dhnde  the  multitude  ;  in  his  addrefs  to  thole 
irfio  fbiy  to  hear  him,  his  (tfatory  difcovere  itfeif  in 
that  Warm  glow  of  fentiment,  that  nervous,  yet  un- 
adorned flow  of  eiprefiion,  which  diftinguilhes  elo- 

.  Vol..  II.-  C  qucn.ce, 
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queiu^  ibilnded  upoa'  confeious  hbnefly :  he  ap- 
peals- to  &cltng&  <^  a  fixial,  vimiMia  and  patrioda 
Harare  ■,  he  appeals  to  tile  dullcft  conception,  by  a. 

■  beautiiiil  ailbthcfis  of  his  great  kme  for  Cscfar^  and 
his  fuperior  ngaid  &m  the  liberties  of  Rome  ^  fub-^ 
mitting,  at  la/K,  wiUv  .tempered  dignity^  ami  jufir 
(onflcienccy  lus  part »  die  aSaSiusdbn  of  great  Ju- 
lius, to^public  opisionr  even  amcMig  the  loweft  this 
^  the  people  -,  fuch  as  i&nne  of  our  pFc&nt,  Jinart 
Englifh  fenators  have  called  the  /cum  of  the  earib-. 
Upon  Antony's  ^proach  *i£h  C*far's  body,  he^ 
4ccordiag  to  piomifc,  gives  place,  .and  retires  witli 
~a  glocious  obfervanon,  that  the  fams  weapon  whkb: 

.  tabbed  his  beil  friend,  is  ready  to  al&ii  his  owtv 
Ijc»rt,.if  ever  the  public  fifety  Ihould  requicc  it. 

Upon  Antony's  mountii^  the  roftrumv  it  imme» 
diately  occurs,  that  a  great  contraft  of  manner^ 
ftilti  aad  aigument,.  fhould  be  adopted  ;  this  ardu- 
ous vaoadon  we  hope  Shakespeare  will  sppcar 
ampif.  qualified  for  iq)On  due  iiUpedion.  The: 
Plebeians  feem  to  havs  received  Co  (txoag  a  prsju- 
dke  in  iavour  of  the  eonfpiracy  from  BrtKus's  ora-^ 
ttoHithatto  impre^  an  oppofitoofMnton*  appears  al-~. 
moft  in^m^Ucable  ^  infbniuch,.  that  upon  Antony'^ 
even  meodooing  the  name  of  Brutus,a  jeakufy  (^  hi> 
meaning  ftarcsup  amongft  the  mob-,  diis  ckciuri- 
fllutce  is  a  very  art&l  and  nstUral.  pt^aration  6ib- 
what  foUows. 

In  tfatfifft  fpeechof  Ai«ony,we<tifco«ca  beau- 
tiful, yet  moddt  elogium,  upon  the  meiits  of  Caa- 
far,  mingled  with  ironical  complunenta  tt>  the  conr. 
fpirators*  particularly  Brutus }  he  clofes  it  with  *, 
proper,  pathetic  appeal,  to  his  own  moumful  feel- 
ings.oB  the  oec^on^  winch  evidanfy  touches  the 
3.  Plebeians^ 
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Jitt,  CJar. 

PJcbeians,  and  lays  their  hnits  open  to  the  im- 
prcifioii  he  apparently  wiihcs  to  work  upon  th^. 
Id  the  next  Ipccch,  our  orator,  with  deep  policy, 
obliquely  hists,  that  he  could  communicate  f«ne 
ioflammatory  intelligence,  but  through  his  ielpe& 
m  Brutus,  declines  the  office  -,  he  then  plays  a  prin- 
cqud  ragine  ogiunll  their  prgudice,  by  menaoning 
the-will  of  Csfar,  as  a  moft  Interefting  concern  t» 
them ;  vith  the  true  violence  of  moMilk  fpirics, 
tiiey  defire  the -wilTmay  be  read,  this  the  oratormoft 
ihrewdly  erodes  to  incrcafii  cheir  eageniefs,  and  thaX 
it  o^y  work  the  more  powerful  efic^  ihewi  them 
ihe  foreral  wodndt  in  Cidar's  coarfe,  pcnnting  om 
each  man  who  ftahbcd  him,  by  name. 

The  piiEous  Ipcdacle  inflames  the  mob  to  fiidden 
■exclamations  of delperate  tendeacy^  thisag^tation of 
mind  Antony  avails  tumfelf  of,  k^.leemiHg  to  fofon 
thai  refentment,  which,  like  an  inadequate  quantity 
«f  water  thrown  t^n  powerful  fiames,tend3  tomake 
it  r:^  the  fiercer.  Thus  roufed*  he  confirms 
their  fury,  by  remincUng  them  of,  md  reading  ts 
xhem  Carlv's  will,  wherein  they  find  a  Fefpe£tfi^ 
and  coniidBrable  remembrance  of  the  Roman  citi- 
zens }  this  oxToborates  all  preceding  circumftances, 
juid  thqr  go  o^  denouncing  mofl:  terrible  threati 
jgainA  the  conTpirators.  This  icene  finely  exhibits 
the  mutability  and  inconfiftency  c^  popular  ^exy 
tion,  which  an  artful,  plaufible  orator,  can  warp 
Sttsoi  attachment  lo  antipathy,  from  the  molt  wor^ 
^  to  the  moft  worthier  ot^  of  human  ccmlide' 
ration :  an  exceUent  lefibn  this  for  all  ftates,  monj 
tfpectally  fiee  ones. 

By  a  ferrant  Antony  is  informed  o?  O^vius's 

onral  at  Ron»,  and.  goes  to  meet  him  at  Cscfar'9 

C  z  houfe  : 
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houfe  :  after  this,  comes  a  moft  uncffential  fcene^ 
omitted,  in  reprefentadon  }  a  fccne  without  any 
meaning,  unlefs  from  the  treatmait  Cinna  meets 
with  :  we  deduce  a  truth,  moft  generally  known, 
that'  an  enraged  mob,  in  the  midft  of  precipitation, 
will  as  foon  i'acrifice  an  innocent  as  a  guilty  ol^e£t; 
fo  wild,  fo  unprincipled  are  in  general  tl^  refo- 
lutions. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  aft,  we  find  the 
bloody  triumvirate,  Oftavius,  Antonius  and  Lepidus, 
confulting  who  ihall  fell  the  viftim  of  their  difpka- 
fure,  or  ambitious  views,  in  which  cruel  fcheme  we 
perceive  they  proceed  upon  principles  of  great  con- 
defcenfion  to  each  other  ;  however,  when  Lepidus 
difappears,  we  Hnd  he  is  made  a  mere  tool  to  the 
other  two,  particularly  Antony  ;  they  go  off,  de- 
[ennining  to  make  head  againft  the  warlike  prepa- 
tions  of  Brutus  and  Caflius. 

In  the  next  fccne  Brutus  appears,  encamped  near 
Sardis  -,  after  fomc  previous  converfe  with  Pindarus 
and  Lucilibs,  by  which  we  are  informed,  that  he 
fufpeds  a  decline  of  friendlhip  in  Caffius  ;  the  ac- 
cufed  perfon  appears,  and  recriminates  a  charge  of 
wrong  upon  Brutus ;  an  explanation  is  warmly 
urged,  when  the  latter  prudently  advifes  an  sbfli^- 
,  ed  difcutBon  of  their  affairs,  that  their  armies  m:^ 
not  be  acqudnted  with  lb  important  and  prejuiCcial 
a  diffention :  ibr  thispowerful  reafon  they  retire  to 
Brurus's  tent,  where  the  matter  is  refumed  with 
great  eagemels  by  Callius,  and  m^tabed  with 
much  philofophical  dignity  by  Brutus.    ' 

A  money  matter  feems  the .  point  in  difpute : 

Brutus,  with  a  rioblc  elevation  of  mind,  expreffcs  hb 

contempt  of  fordid  Iclfiihnels,  and  with  conlidcrable 

afpcrity, 
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afperity,  reproaches  Caflius,  not  only  for  refufing 
him  fixne  fupplies  he  had  folicited,  but  even  with 
venality  in  telling  public  offices  ;  fuch  Hinging  ^-• 
legations  would  roufe  a  more  patient  fpirit  than 
Caffios  feems  to  have  :  in  fliorr,  the  whole  fcene  is 
a  powerful,  beautifiil,  inftrudivc  contraft ;  Ihew- 
ing  the  great  advantage  cool  deliberation  of  mind 
has  over  intemperate  ralhnefs.  Their  reconciliation 
is  brought  about  in  a  very  becoming  manner! 
Shakespeare,  immediately  after  this  noble  inter- 
view, for  what  reafon  we  cannot  divine,  has  intro- 
duced a  poet,  to  fpeak  ibme  as  trifling  and  fuperflu- 
ous  lines  as  ever  were  penned  •,  fo  difgraceful  a 
ihimer  is  juftly  baniftied  the  ftage. 

The  circumftance  of  Portia's  death  is  well  men- 
tioned, and  Brutus's  behaviour  quite  chara&aiftic  % 
we  alio  much  approve  the  fliort  debate  which  ari&s 
upon  marching  to  Philippi,  as  it  brings  to  view  the 
main  ftory.  If  we  could  relilh  ghofta,  Juhus  Cae- 
lar's,  in  the  tent  (^Brutiis,  would  be  very  admlSible  { 
in  aftion,  it  certainly  gives  folemnity,  and  makes  a 
ftiiking  conclufion  to  the  fourth  afb.  This  ghoft  is 
introduced  upon  the  ft^,  and  we  think  very  ^ 
furdly,  a  fccond  time. 

Anumy  and  Oftavius  begin  the  fi&h  aft,  in  the 
fidds  of  Philippi  i  after  a  few  (hort  fpeeches,  Bru- 
tus, CaBius,  and  their  party  appear,  when  a  parly 
and  conierence  enfue  ;  it  may  perhaps  be  an  iii- 
ftance  of  overftraioed  delicacy,  to  make  an  ol^efti- 
on  to  what  pailes  between  the  hoftilc  leaders  upon 
this  occafion,  but  we  apprehend  the  terms  of  re- 
probation they  eitehange,  are  not  quite  confiAtnc 
with  fuch  eicalted  chara<5ter$. 

What 
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What  CalQus  Uy^  to  MelTaU.?^  OdUvius  and 
'^Eopy  go  e^*,  concerning  unfavourable  mnens,  U 
j?ery  pr^iaradve  iot  the  cataftrophe  of  the  piece  i 
ihe  paitmg  of  Brums  and  Ca^us,  from  the  pollibi- 
iity  of  never  meeting  again,  is  truly  pathetic,  and 
well  performed,  mult  deeply  fbrike  every  generous 
piind. 

The  battle  now  begins,  CafGus's  pany  gives  way^ 
finable  to  bear  the  idea  of  defeat,  that  chief,  widi 
the  &me  precipitation  of  temper  which  has,  all  a- 
long  marked  his  chara&er,  determines  upon  d^th ; 
and  commands  Pindarus  to  perform,  wbac  atnmigft 
fhe  Romans  was  deemed  an  at^  of  friencUhip,  adi- 
miniilring  of  fate  :  from  what  follows,  it  a|^ears, 
^at  a  mift^Q  has  led  him  into  this  irreparable  &p, 
which  affedts  Titinius  fo  much,  that  he  puts  anctid 
fo  his  own  buJthenfome  being  with  Cafljus's  iword. 
The  fcenes  berwe^  this,  and  that  of  Brutus  and 
his  friends,  after -a  total  defeat,  arc  very  trifling; 
sorcanwe  think  that  Shai(.e5i>xake  has  taken  ib 
much  care  to  render  his  anuable  hero's  fall  impotn 
,  fant«  as  he  might  have  dow  :  in  the  laft  fcene  An- 
tony pronounce  a  very  juft  and  amdfe,  yet  copioua 
elogiam  upon  Brutus, 

The  fubjcfl;  cf  this  tragedy  is  of  a  very  intcreft- 
ing  nature,  and  it$.  tendency  fingularly  uiefid  in  A 
ftate  like  that  of  Great  Britain,  The  unities  are  no 
doubt  fadly  mutilated,  yet  does  it  not  'ajqiear  in  it^ 
prelentation  fo  irregukr  as  it  really  is ;  the  cha^ 
raders  are  very  numeixms,  aod  thofe  of  any  confix 
deration,  fiippor^  widi  grotf  eoniiftency. 

Julius  C^far  s^f^^axs  poflejfird  of  fuch  intrqudtcy 

and  openneJs  of  mind,  as  recommend  turn,  though 

1^  epflaver  of  ti^  country,  to  the  refped;  of  an 

audience: 
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gni^ence ;  as  a  part,  there  is  ho  c^portunity  for  aa 
adcrio f^lay coital at»lide3;  the beft peribnitton 
of  him  wc  remember  were  Mcflrs.  Bridgwatif^ 
lad  Sp-arrs. 

Brums  is  a  chafa^terof  finguUr  d^nity*  ami^Itr 
B  cTcry' point  of  vinr,  except  that  vioknt  breach  of 
gratkti^  confpmng.  ag^nft>  and  peribnally  affiul- 
ingthelife  of  a  man^^ho,  upon  molt  difincerelted 
piii)d}des,  had  pnncd  hinitelf  his  fdl  friend  ; .  tta« 
is  a  point  c£  doubt,  which  has  been  c£ish  dcbatied« 
aodas  often  kit  trndetehninc^ :  howerer^  as  the  Ro- 
man idea (^patriot^,  not  only  juftified» but  applaud-i 
«d  a  man,  even  in  ^  a£t  of  fuicide,  where  the  good 
of  his  country  was  e&ntially  concerned.  It  mvf 
cafity  be  admitted  aA  cftablillied  rule,  tofacn£ce  tho 
deaicft  friend,  nay,  the  neareft  relation,  for  the  iame 
glorious  cauie ;  and,  in  this  vicn-,  Brutus  ftands  ex-' 
culpaced,  &r  Cte&r's  ufurpation  of  power,  mo&. 
certainly  broke  off  all  Ibcial  connection  between 
him.  and  eyery  cidzcn,  influenced  b^  the  principles 
of  liberty. 

Afttr  tins  defeoce,  we  aie  ibny  that  he  appears 
only  as  a  tool  of  CaSius's  policy,  in  the  piece  befbn^ 
OS;  his  own  virtue  and  ienfibtlity  do  not  policfs.: 
fufficient.  activity  to  kad  in  tiie  oauTo  of  patriotiiin, 
thou^  when  rou(ed»  they  join  the  general  concenv 
tndx  cordiality  and  6rmnels.  A  mind  o£  ^tleik'* 
ioEcgrtty,  fe^as  to  poQels  him  thrdtg^  the  whole-;;! 
and  chough  there  is  a  flight  charge  of  weaknela  a- ' 
guoft'hiiTi,  yet  there  is  an  enga^r^  umfomiity- 
«4uch  prelerves  htm  in  our  efteem  while  alive,  and' 
rendcxs  his  fall  anihddent  of  tender  concern. 

Bmtus  requires  good,  imt  not  excenfive  poi^Fs-' 
of  ie^:efeiuatioa  ;  a  graceful  figure,  with  full,  pla- 
cid 
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cid  articulation  of  voice,  muft,  tii  tiiis  part,  fufiia- 
endy  gratify  a  fenfibte  fpedator.  Mr.  QtriN  hav- 
ing much  lefs  monotony  in  Brutus  than  any  other 
tragedy  part,  that  is  the  verle  not  afibrding  him  fa 
many  opportunities  for  poiodical  cadences,  he  ap- 
peared more  refpeftable,  and  lels  offi:n£ve  than  the 
buikin  generally  rendered  him.  Hisoradon  to  the 
Plebdans  had  great,  and  his  fcene  with  Caffius  very 
fingular  merit ;  in  ieveral  other  places  he  was  heavy 
aod  infipid. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  curtailed  by  nature  of  almcA 
every  favourable,  adequate,  external  requilite,  yet 
manife&d  great  judgment  in' this  charader,  main- 
taining ftrifter  equality  through  the  ^ole  than  Mr. 
QuiN  ;  if  he  could  not  rife  fo  high  in  the  view  of 
criticifm,  nnther  did  he  fall  fo  low.  His  peribn, 
though  unimportant,  by  the  aid  of  drels,  wm.  not 
totally  void  of  refpeA  :  but  a  {BfF  iamenelB  o£ 
adion,  frequently  rifing  to  extravagance,  fuper- 
addeid  artificial  to  natural  deficiency.  Shake- - 
»PEARE*s  meaning  he  clearly  conceived,  and  fully 
conveyed,  but  frequent,  ungracious  fnip-fn^^)  breaks 
of  voice,  and  a  painful  attempt  to  keep  up  the  laft 
fyllable  of  every  fentence,  his  peculiar  fault,  gave 
Arong  fpecimens  of  oratorical  dilTcHiance.  Mr. 
Walker,  within  thefc  few  yeats,  made  a  decent 
fhift  with  the  part  at  Covent  Garden  -,  at  prefent, 
there  is  not  the  flighteft  trace  of  it  to  be  found  at 
either  houfe. 

Caflius  is  in  every  refpe£l  a  ftriking  contraft  to 
&utus  i  an  enemy  to  Carfar  rather  from  envy  and 
private  pique,  than  public  fpirited  principles :  . 
proud,  impatient,  fubde,  irafcible,  without  any  kind 
of  virtue,  but  the  military  one  of  courage,  to  re-  ' 
commend 
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commend  him  ;  yet  from  Ibme  fpirited  and^Iau&r 
bk.  dcclaradons  in  die  caufe  of  freedom,  an  audi- 
ence are  induced  to  view  him  as  a  more  valuable 
ot^eft  than  he  realty  is,  andthough  his  fall  appears 
to  be  an  unjufttHable  c&6t  of  impetuoficy,  yet  we 
are  apt  to  lament  it. 

As  a  part,  -  the  reprefentadon  of  Cafljus  is  more 
difficult,  and  requires  much  greater  powers  of  ^  ex- 
prcJUon  than  Brutus.;  however,  this  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  an  indifierent  ador  can  much  more 
eafUy  catch  applaUie  from  an  injudicious  audience 
in  the  former,  than  the  latter ;  indeed,  if  two  capital 
performers,  of  equal  merit,  prefent  chemfelves  to 
the  puUic  in  thele  charafters,  the  odds  are  great 
but  Caflius  oudlrips  his  compedtor  in  noify  appro- 
badoo.  In  the  courfe  of  our  theatrical  obfervation, 
we  recoiled:  but  one  good  Caffius,  Mr.  Ryam  ;  the 
Icdiy  d^;ree  of  paffion  defcribed  in  this  part,  and 
the  general  mode  of  mind  which  actuates  it,  he 
hit  off  in  a  very  dianifterifiic  manner. ,  JVf r.  Mos- 
sop,-  in  attempting  this  fiery  Roman,  fliewcd  much 
power,  but  very  litdc  nature ;  and  every  other  can- 
didate we  have  feen  funk  below  contempt  ■,  he  is, 
like  Brutus,  lb  unhappily  fituated,  as  not  to  have 
the  Ihadow  of  a  repielentauve  at  either  dicatre, 

Cafca's  cynical  roughnefs  was  admirably  de- 
fcribed by  Mr.  Sparks,  nor  did  he  fulbun  much 
injury  from  Mr.  "Ridout's  abilities  1  yet  even  this 
confpirator  would  find  but  indifferent  fupport  from 
aDy  extlUi^  fon  of  the  buikin. 

From  the  outlines  of  NJark  Antony's  charaifter, 
as  drawn  not  only  by  his  friend  Cjefar,  but  the  con- 
fpirators  alio,  we  fhould  He  apt  to  deem  htm  a  nxere 
triflir^,  unimportant  reveller  -,  yet,  when  circum- 
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ftances  call  &r  ferious  attentjon,  we  perceive  him  td 
be  a  very  fhrewd,  plauHble  and  deep  politician  ;  4 
perinafive  orator,  an  aftivc  and  rcfolute'  foldicr ; 
his  maniv^  of  working  up  the  Plebeians  is  maftcriy; 
^d  fhews  a  thorough  knowledge  of  life. 

Mr.  Barrt,  beyond  a  doubt,  ftands  fortmoft  in 
bur  approbation  for  dii^  part,  as  pofleflinga  very 
adequate  figure,  an  harmonious  voice,  and  all  tli^ 
platilibility  of  infinuation  thatSHAKisbEAKE  meant^ 
however,  we  think  that  critic  an  enthufiaftic  ad- 
piircr,  who,  fpeaking  of  him  in  the  roftrum,  ex- 
cl^med,  that  Paul  never  preached  fo  well  at  Athens, 
It  is  certain,  nature  in  this,  as  well  as  all  his  drama- 
tic  undertakings,  fiimifhed  him  with  almoin  irrefiff-^ 
able  reconunendations ;  but  judgment  did  not  feeni 
(o  much  his  fiiend  as  might  have  been  wifhed; 
Mr-  DiGGEs  ^;ured,  and  imagined  the  part  cxr 
tremely  well^  but  wanted  that  flow  of  voice  e0cn- 
tial  to  finooth  oratory.  Mr.  Pexter  was  pretty 
^nd  inoffenfive,  but  very  ^nt  and  lukewarm.  Mr. 
Hoss  Itands  next  to  what  Mr.  Barry  was,  and  has 
it  in  his  power  to  make  a  very  eftimable  Antony  1 
but  with  lefped  to  the  ftage,  this  gentleman's  indi^ 
hadon  and  aiiilitics  feldom  accompany  each  other. 

As  to  the  long,  &c,  of  mak  chara&ers  m  dii^ 
tragedy,  they  are  not  worth  regard  \  and  as  n>  the 
Jadies,  all  we  can  fay  of  them  js,  that  Mrs.  Wor-f 
f  iNpTON,  in  Portia,  drfervcd  more  notice  than  any 
Pther  lady  we  have  feen, 

To  diJIer  yrah  great  men,  or  eftablJlhed  opinir 
ons,  is  radier  hazardous ;  however,  we  muft  venture 
to  blame  Pr.  Johnson's  feelings,  which  confideir 
fhis  piece  as  cold  and  unafieding  \  we  readily  admi; 
there  is  a  K)tal  want  of  thoje  tender  pafllons  which 
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are  e^ntial  to  more  and  pkafe  female  fpedaters^ 
which  prerents  it  fimn  conimandidg  that  fuccefs  on 
the  ftag^  it  de&Tve»  however,  we  are  hardy  enough 
tD  contend,  that  the  fubjo^  is  truly  interdling,  that 
the  thoughts  are  no^le  and  inftrudive,  the  verfifica* 
tion  fuitable^  the  oradons  happily  contralted,  tjiQ 
cbarafters  well  preferved  ^  and  that  tlu  whole  tc^e- 
tber  rcfembks  a  beautiful  fabric,  which  in  general 
ftrikcs  with  Angular  fatisfaftion,  in  fpitc  of  fome 
finall  irTq;ularicies  and  blemilhes  which  appear : 
haJd  the  fi^  aft  been  adequate  to  the  other  iour,  w« 
Ihould  not  hefitatt  to  pronoiuice  Shak^speake's 
juxiv*  Casar,  a  very  capital  <»nament  to  the 
ftage^and  amoft  delirable  compaoicxi  inthedofet^ 
containing  many  paJBgcs  and  circumftances  which 
may  improve^  not  cue  wluch  can  taint  the  miad.j 
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A  Cgmedv.    Anonymous, 

I  J  Y  a.  conyerfation  between  Frampton  arid 
Willcs,-  at  d»e  "beginning  of  this  comedy,  Vc  findj 
tliat  SirWiiliam  Evans,  a  Welch  baronet,  and  "his 
family, ~  are  arrived  at  the  'town-houfe  of  Lord 
lEuftacc  1  and  ■from  what  occurs,  ejpedally*  from 
Tfllat  Willis.lets'  fill,  we  mayinftr  that  they  are  nc* 
■very  agreeable  guefts ;  the  baronet's  daOghter  Har- 
liet^is  mentioned,  and  Jbme  defign,  relative  to  heri 
dawmupbnus:  the  pcrtnefe  of  a  valet,  buoyed,  up 
by  a  matter's  confidence,  is  well  defcribed  in  this 
fcenc  i  and  the  infults  a  dependant  upon  quality  is 
liable  to,  equally  well  fet  forth. 

Frampton,  who  appears  a  m'an  of  principle  and 
fenfibility,  though  by  a  decay  of  circumftances  re- 
duced tohuraourandaflift-die  ficentious  purfuitsof 
a  difTipated  young  nobleman^  in  a  very  rational 
foliloquy,  after  Willi  &  retires,  reflects  upon  his  pain- 
ful fituation,  but  expreffcs  fome  fatisfaition,  that  he 
has  efcaped  an  iniquitous  affair  then  on  the  t^is, 
and  goes  off  with  »  commendable  refolution,  not  to 
abandon  his  patron,  while  furrounded  irith  petplexi- 
ties,  nor  to  aflift'him  furtherthan  honour  and  peace 
of  mind  allow. 

Sir  William  Evans,  his  fitter  Winifred,  and  daugh- 
teir  Harriet,  as  frcfli  from  a  journey,  next  appear : 
thf  baronet  feems  difpieafed  at  his  lordly  hott,  but 
19  Tidied  by  his  fitter  for  not  having  notions  of  po- 
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liteiids  «nd  iamily^  confequence  equal  to  her  own ; 
'  he  fecms  loth  to  incur  oUigations ;  fhe  OHifiders  an 
interchange  of  civtlkjes  as  none.  Their  altercation 
fubfiding,  Sir  William  addreflcs  himfclf  to  Harriet^ 
«4io  appears  un(xpe£ledly  thoughtful  and  grave, 
i^di,  being  quritioned,  Ihe  attributes  to  ^idgue  j 
however,  a  finaU  intimation  is  dropped  afide,  figni- 
fyingi  that  the-  hoiife  without  its  owner,  cannot  be 
very  agreeable  to  her. 

-  -Mrs.  -Winifred's  defire  diat  all  their  acqudntance 
fliould  know  of  the  intimacy  with  Lord  Euftace,  is 
a  well  applied  ftroke  of  fatire  agai'nft  the  ndiculous 
admirers  (rf  elevated  ftations. 

■  ■  Upon  the  baronet's  mentioning  a  defign  of  vifii^ 
ing  Captain  Lloyd,  the  maiden  lady  exprefles  gt*eat 
apprehenlions  at  the  gentleman's  coming  to  Loi^ 
Etwee's ;  this  Sir  William  is  futprized  atj  thecap^ 
tain  being  uncle  to  the  perfon  intended  fof^fifs 
Harriet's  hi^balid ;  here  a  frdh  dtercati^fi  aii&s 
between  the  brother  and  filWr,  which  is  tetminaKd 
by  the  former  going  on  his  propo&d  vilit  ;to-  Cap:- 
tain  Lloyd.  When  the  baronet  difappears,  Wini< 
jred  dmps  a  piece  of  information,  by  wtuah  we 
learn*  ^t  her  niece's  hand  u  already  difpofed  of, 
and  thercfdft  beyond  the  father's  poww-  He* 
Mifs  Harriet  appears,  and  froih  what  paflcs  betweea 
the  yoang'lady  and  her  auntj  we  perceive  that  the 
former  entertains  uneafy  lenfations  for-two  reafons  ' 
fifft,  that  her  marrii^  b  concealed  from  the  baro- 
flet,  and  next  that  her  huHiand  has  not  been  in  town 
■to  -fw^ve  dwm  i  from  which  laft  caufe  fhftdraw* 
ibnw  diia^ttable  doubts  of  his  conftaney.  This 
^eUcate  ag^t4tk>ri'  of  nund,  Mrs.  Winifred  endea- 
^ipur»  to  edmpate,  by  defcantingon  her  noble  con- 
neitjofl. 
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|ie£Uont  her  fupporccrs^  coren^  &c.  Splun  a<> 
gM^int;  Unmet  chat  Mr.  Fc^ptxm  t^eiuo  to  fpea)t 
p>  her,  ti^e  lad)^  go  off  to  meet  hui>  initBe4iatctY  ffl 
fhepark)ur. 

Frampton,  m  two  iljioft  (Jc^lpqiu^,  prqriqus  4^ 
fhe  appearance  of  the  ladies,  iritinutes  a  ftrpng  UQ* 
'ealinefs  of  tpind  at  a  bufinefs  1^  has  ift  .}ia^  9p4 
pi^He;  this  juft,  Uiftru^tiyg  reour^  th^  h  is  thf 
loweft,  we  may  add  the  moft,  and  bafeifdi,  tobf 
PSp^]^  p£  admiring,  a^d  beirayii^  an  iniKHXOt 
ypUfig  creature  in  the  fiune  momei}!. 
.  prqm  the  fucceeding  fcene  wp  le^TQ*  cM  ^  ^ 
nets  of  Lord  £uftace*s  f^er  has  been  thp  c^ufe  of 
cb#f  ablcnce  which  Harriet  takes  ua{dndly ;  Framp' , 
$QD  deliVej:?  a  very  pUvtfiWe  CJEPVlpWQO  of  hi* 
fivn^,.9nd  txpr^S^pg  a  {u^  of  his  fpeedy  arrival^ 
the  ladie^  gp  q^eo  mend  thpir  ^inmial  ^ppearan^ 
^jUhi^fny  Iprd's  approach. 

,  Ffamplon  is  now  agaip  in  fp^loquiy,  whjch  hf^ 
U^^se  intetrapR  by  tiis  jppr^ach  i  aflWiypriatio* 
Oifiya^bexyf^n  the  fri^ds,  %yhich  plaifiLy  fiiews,  dut 
h^  ^ufl:ace  has  fenfilqiU^y  to  knpw  that  he  «^ 
^^qxtnyeiy  culpafclje  principles,  yefp^i^jng  Hameif 
fSpecifi^y  by  drawing  her  into  *  fri^ifd  marri^ft 
^nj  wannttg  to  cafl  her  oiF.  Frgn^ptqti's  reomv 
^f9»s^  iM%  cEuidid,.{)erfu4r)ye  «i)d o^  a^geds 
j^of^  o^i^  poiitts  of  pcrpJe^dty-t  l^ord  £uflaiC« 
^[prefies  ftroog  i^pretepTion  that  his  yHI^  iri» 
bedifcovered  to  S'w  WiJliAniEyana.iuKlfaad.y,.by' 
jtbfr.  Qtwpun^iqn  of  sftpwstd  vho  h  dying,  ^«n4 
h*9  (kplarcd  an.  intention  pf  pt^i&lCiig. his  .ten 
^t,  in  aftipg  the  part.,(/  a  ,  sle^gyrato.  To  dfr 
4est  rhechiu^x  of  a  jet^rfrpm,  thkjiwi  iKadwtg 
iffi(>rD{«r hands, Lord &dJI»ce ^eficndiac  Fcaoqh- 
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ton  tmly  ftay  in  the  hOule,  and  take  care  that  all 
letters  lire  firft  tnought  O  him ;  Framptoa  re- 
marks, that  it  is  an  irkfome  and  hateful  tmdcrtaking« 
but  haviog  promifed^  he  feems  willii^  to  give  iJl 
pc^ible  afliftance  towards  preventing  a  difcoveiy  ( 
iiwd  Eufiace  exprclles  a  ddire  of  feeing  Harrict,faut 
Frunptbn,  ibr  prudential  reafotia,  diffimles  him,  and 
the  firft  wSt  cMicludes  hete  with  feme  juft  t-emarks  on 
ihc  eflbitial,  preparatory  grounds  c^  amendment  In 
tainted  minds ;  indeed,  this  entire  Xcnte  may  be 
caUed  a  good,  agreeable  leflbn  of  moral  and  ibdal 
infbudion. 

Lord  Euftace  b^ns  the  fecond  a£fc,  ruminating 
bn  his  own  dif^iee^le  fituation,  and  the  pride  (£ 
fiunifyj  which  reduces  him  mfuch  a  dilemma-,  Rbl 
belt,  as  me&nger,  acquaints  him  that  the  ladies  aic 
aj^ioBching  ;  afbcr  a  few  lines  Harriet  appears,  and 
with  a  vny  natural  eagemets  of  mind,  ^proacliei 
to  embrace  die  nian  Ihe  conliders  as  her  hnfband  ^ 
but  fitom  a  fudden  check  of  delicacy  ftops  Ihot^  and 
difcGvcrs  marks  of  confufion  for  having  aj^jcared  lb 
forward:  Lord Euftace  queftionstiic  caufc  of  her 
timidity,  and  upon  Mrs.  Winifivd's  entrance  im^ 
mediately  after,  tipokiff.i£s  for  his  abfence  at  the 
time  of  their  arrival  in  town  ;  the  old  lady  grants 
bcr  excufe  with  great  readincfs  -,  Harriet,  however, 
cannot  fb^e  off  her  concern  endrdy,  which  occa- 
Bons  her  aunt  to  make  Sontt  tart  obTcrvatitHis  on 
fuch  unbecoming  behaylour. 

A  ph)pof4  is  made  to  Lord  Eulbtce,  of  opening 
^  marriage  af^ir  to  Sir  William,  and  Mrs.  Wini- 
fred's kind  inierpofmon  is  folicited,  but  having  pro- 
mifed  his  lordlhip  to  m^tain  fecrecy,  fhe  goes  off, 
determined  to  fulfil  the  treaty^,  as  ihe  phrales  it,  and 
leaves 
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leaves  the  young  couple  to  a  tete-a-Jcte,  wherdn 
-  Harriet  continues  to  urge -unfolding  the  matter  co 
her  fiither  •;  this  encreafcs  his  lordftiip's  embafrif- 
mcnt  much,  from  which  he  at  length  makes  a  tem- 
porary elicape,  by  fuggefting  a  defign  of  going  inR> 
the  country,  on  pretence  of  joining  his  r^pment, 
and  promiJli^  that  he  will  tl^re  comply  with  her 
lequeft.  On  being  queltioned  why  in  his  letters  to 
Harriet  he  has  never  flafcd  her  wife,  the  danger  <rf 
difcovery  by  his  father.  Lord'  Delville,  is  urged  as  a 
jcaibn,  and  thus  the  tender,  believing,  deprived  Lb- 
dy,  is  quieted  for  the  prefent 
,  Mis.  VFinifijed  re-enuin  hdltily^,  and  announces 
the  approach  -  of  her  brother  Sir  William,  whp 
^leaks  at  his  entrance  Ibme  rough  but  -  fenfible 
truths  aganft  the  prevalence  of  luxury  j  after  mak- 
ing (omc  jufl:  remarks  on  the  general  relaxation  of 
nulitary  duty,  and  the  partial  indulgence  that  is 
ihewn  to  officers  of  quality  in  particular,  the  baio- 
-net  comments  upon  his  daughter's  evident  alma- 
don,  and  unufual  depreflion  of  fpirits  ;  being  in- 
tcmipted  upmi  that  point  by  Mrs.  Winifred,  he 
pailes  on  to  the  report  of  Lorxl  Eu{i:ace*s  approach- 
ing mani^,  as  fet  forth  in  one  of  the  public  pa- 
pers. At  this  unexpeded  piece  of  intelligence, 
Harriet  very  naturally  takes  an  alarm,  while  Mrs. 
Winifred  treats  the  matter  with  contempt ;  Lord 
Eultace  puts  a  good  face  on  the  affair,  laughs  at  ■ 
news-paper  information,  and  obierves,  that  it  is  one 
craifrquence  of  the  hberty  of  the  prefs,.fciir  para- 
graph-writers CO  marry  couples,  who  have  fcarce  feen 
each  other  ;  however,  he  admits  fome  grounds  for 
the  report  relative  to  himfclf,  as  Lord  Delville  had 
escpreired  great  liking  to  Lady  Ann  Mountfort's 
large 
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large  fortune.  Sir  William,  in  his  rough  ftile,  com* 
inents  upon  the  unneceflary  pains  of  explanation 
Lx>rd  Euftace  has  taken,  as  not  thinking  the  mat- 
ter (rf  anjr  concern  to  him  or  his  familyi  An  en* 
g^ment  of  bufincfs  calling  the  young  lord  awayj 
be  gee*  off^  foliciting  leave  to  vifit  the  ladies,  which 
is  granted.  We  think  the  requeft  a  little  odd,  and 
imagine  the  author  forgot  that  tl^e  Evans's  weriF 
lodged  in  his  lordfliip's  houfe* 

Mrs.  Wintfred,  after  chiding  her  ndce  for  cfl-^ 
Couraging  groundlefs  apprehenfions,  dips  into  her 
favourite  theme  politics,  and  by  difplaying  grofs. 
abfurdity,  ftands  before  us  a  fevrfe  fatire  upon  thofe 
who  bufy  themfcives  vith  oMicems  out  o£  rfieir 
lphere»  and  quite  beyond  their  conception. 

Sir  William  re^ntcrii^  with  Robert,  queffions 
him  firil  about  my  lord's  valet,  ^ho  is  faid  to  be  a 
very  ufefiil  creature  in  his  way  ;  and  next  concem- 
ii^  Frampton,  of  whom  Robert  can  fey  no  more 
than  he  believes  him  honeft,  becaufe  Willis  does 
hot  like  him^  Towards  the  end  of  this  conver&- 
tion,  wkh  his  mifty  domeltic,  the  baronet  declares 
he  will  leave  town  in  a  few  days,  and  that  his  only 
remaining  care  is  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  Har* 
net  with  Colonel  Lloyd,  which  he  deteraiincs  flial! 
foon  take  place. 

Frampton  and  Willis  next  claim  our  attention^' 
the  latter  giving  an  arch  account  to  die  former  of 
die  precautionary  orden  left  by  Lord  Euftace,  to 
watch  clcMfe  and  exclude  all  Sir  William's  friends. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  interview,  Willis  gives  his 
tongue  feveral  pert  liberties  refpeding  Harriet* 
whkh  occafions  Frampt(»i  to  check  Mm  with  be« 
coimng  fpirit ;  aa  account  c^  C^ain  Lloyd's  coiW 
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ne^n  with  Lord  EufUce,  and  the  fouodation  of 
it  occurs,  when -a  knocking  at  the  door  calls  off 
Willis  t  Frampton  is  left  to  nieditate  alone )  what 
iw  uttm  is  to  the  purpofe,  and  hds  forf  e,  but  wc 
coukl  wiflv-this  gentleman  had  not  been  loaded  with 
fuch  a  number  of  foliloquics ;  however,  his  views 
being  worthy  a  man  of  honour,  every  good,  tender 
mind  muft  fympathlze  with  and  appkud  him. 

We  are  now  introduced  to  Sir  William  and  Har- 
riet, he  appears  to  be  eng^ing  his  daught^s  ap- 
probation of  Colonel  Lloyd  as  a  hufband  i  Robert 
metitions  the  ^prooch  <^  Captain  Lloyd,  and  the 
blunt  tar  enters  clofe  at  his  heels  j  after  a  Ihort  com- 
pliment, he  comj^ains  of  fome  difficulty  he  had  in 
getting  to  his  Iriends,  and  in  the  feaphrafe  fays,  he 
wss  near  tacking  about,  had  not  Robert,  by  clearing 
the  tkck  t^  my  lord's  impertinent  valet,  got  conve- 
nient cntruKC.  Upon  pointing  out  the  ladies  a» 
his  0fttz  and  dau^ter,  Ll<^d  ludicroiifiy  replies  to 
$ir  William,  that  they  are  much  alt;pred  fince  laft 
he  -faw  them,  one  being  grown  a  yoyng,  and  the 
Mho*  an  okl  woman  ;  the  latKr  part  of  this  obser- 
vation afieding  Mrs.  Winifred,  fhe  retorts  upon  the 
c^itain  rather  churlifhly,  by  remarking,  that  he  is 
.  not  grvaoK  a  Ihiiis,  for  he  has  always  been  one  ■„  this 
Icems  the  prelude  to  an  altercation  .of  (bme  bitter- 
nefi,  but  the-captain  gives  it  a  turn,  by  alking  for 
Sir  Williira's.lbn,  the  young  colonel,  who,  by  hb 
account,  has  made  a  flip  to  London  from  his  quar- 
ters m  Ireland,  and  therefore,  to  fcreen  ^  a^r, 
lus  chained  his  name  to  Wefton ;  this  intelligenoe, 
with  the  additional  hint  that  ibme  female  has  occa- 
fioned  his  journey,  ruffles  Sir  William. 

Afrefb 
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A  frefli  point  t£  debate  aiiTir^  between  the  c^ 
Uun  and  Mrs.  Winifred,  L(Hd  Euftace  is  menticncdt 
with  whom  they  both  claim  a  pvticuls'  intimat^ ; 
his  loidfhip's  approaclui^  marriage  bcit^  again 
Jpcrfun  of,  Haniec  {ech  a  frefli  .alami,  which  her 
Aunt  endeavours  to  fupprds  %  but  Captua  Uoyd'^ 
decUration  that  he-has  feen  the  equipage,  jewds, 
liveries.  Sec.  preparatory  to  the  weddii^  the  youqg 
.  lady's  fears  appear  confirmed,  and  her  coniii&an 
{m^xHtionabty  fifes,  till  at  laft  mention  being  made 
oi  fome  eafy,  country  girl,  who  has  been  made  9. 
fool  qi  by  Lord  Ewftace,  fhe  lofes  every  trace  of  re- 
ibludon,  ToA  fainis;  this  puts  her  father  into  a 
flurry  cf  fpirits,  fhe  is  condu£iied  <^by  Mrs.  Wfau- 
ifc^.  Captain  Lloyd  goes  in  learch  of  the  adonel  j 
and  Sir  WilUain,  in  a  ibtilequy,  which  concludei 
the  fecond  aA,  endeavours  to  account  for  this  fudden 
and  extraordinary  emotion ;  however,  he  Ibooa 
wide  of  the  reain^aik,  and  nught  as  well  hsyeiaid 
nothij^butforthefidloinngremai^  whichisvery 
{H-^nant  with  mith  and  good  icnle.  **  The  foitde^ 
c^  youth  ffaould  rather  be  countnadled  than  o^ 
poled,  kfl:  in  oxkavourii^  to  weed  them  ou^  ^«c 
mvydeftroy  a  kindred  virtue.** 

Eran^tcm  be^^  the  third  a&  wkh  a  &w  uneC- 
SanoaX  lines  before  Willis  comes  (Hi  with  Jbmeletr 
tax  he  has  intercepted  \  the  v<^ble  valet  painu  hif 
own  political  dexterity  in  pleafant,  fpirited  termsi 
and  ieems  to  urge  a,  claim  of  reword  for  his  aS^ 
duity  very  home  to  Frampton,  who  confidering  him 
OS  a  kind  of  viUainoUs,  though  neceffary  utenTdf 
difinifles  him  the  raom  in  pretty  rough  terms,  after 
ibcurif^  the  .letters,  which  latter  circumftance  Wil- 
lis ^ems  K»  regret;  and  ^oes  off.  grumblii^  deeply. 
E  a  Frampton 
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Frampton  now  again  foliloquizcs,  and  entertains 
lis  with  exculpatory  meditation  refpeiVing  himfelf, 
as  intermeddling  with  the  diflwnouraWe  purpofes  c£ 
Lord  Euftacc,  and  to  relieve  his  mind  refolves  up- 
on delivering  the  letters  to  Sir  William  j  at  which 

■  crifis  Lord  Euftace  enters  to  him,  enquiring  eagerly 
if  he  has  fecured  thofe  letttrs ;  this  draws  on  a  ^tl 
and  emphatic  explanation  of  Frampton's  fcnriments, 

•wherdn  the  breach  of  hofpitality,  aswell  as  common 
dvihty,  is  chat^;ed  home  againll:  his  lordfhip,  who 
■offers  no  palliation  but  the  neceflity  of  his  fituationi 
and  warmly  ddires  to  fee  the  letters  j  this  Framp- 
ton coriimendably  evades,  and  bmts  him  with  fovc- 
7al  ififtruftiwe  reproaches ;  the  young  peer  replies 
4n  a  ftile  of  warm  farcaim,  and. the  matter  riks  to 
•fuch  a  pitch,  that  Frampton  rcf^ns  his  charge,  and 
-renounces  his  lordfhip's  fiiendfliip,  finding  it  mull 
fee  held  on  unworthy  terms,  and  retires. 

■  Willis  now  comes  forward,  full  of  expectation  to 
world  on  his  noble  matter's  weaknefs  for  the  reward 
cf  his  diligence*'  but  Frampton's  fpetdy  and  unex- 
■peftfed  return  interrupts  his  defigri  i  he  is  ordered 
totit  .<jf  the  room,  and  a  frefti  convcrfation  between 
L/ard  Euftace  and  Frampton  enfues,  wherein  the 
fatter  Ihews  a  very  delicate  fenfibiiity  for  his  pa- 
tron's perplexed' fituation,  and  imprefles  him  with  a 
firong  idea  of  his  own  mifconduft }  this  produces 
a  great  conceflion  fntm  his  lordihip,  and  a  cordial 
reconciliation  is  the  confequence  j  it  b  alfo  refolved, 
that  all  Sir  Wdliam's  letrers,  fave  that  from  Lang, 
wood,  the  dying  fteward,  Ihall  be  delivered  him,  for 
this  purpofe  they  are  delivered  to  Willis. 

When  his  lordihip  and  Frampwn  retire,  the 
«^vc  vafct,  with  a  true  fpirit  of  intrigue,  detw^ 
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inines  to  fee  what  the  "important,  excepted  letter 
contains ;  and  fiddling  about  the  leal,  bre^  k 
before  he  is  aware.  This  rather  alarms  him,  but  a 
gratification  of  his  curiofity  foflens  the  accident,  ani 
he  explores  the  cont«its  with  fome  lau^iabie  cd>- 
.  favadons,  drawing  favourable  hopes  of  advantage 
irom  the  dilcovery  he  has  made. 

Harriet  is  next  difcov««d  alone,  exprefllng  rftiich 
lore  for,  with  painfiil  doubts  of  Lord  Euftace ;  en*- 
toinguponfo  folcmn  an  obligation,  indired:.breadi 
c£  offilial  duty,  adds  to  her  irlUbme  fenfations.  Sir 
\Villiam  enters  upon  her  meditation,  and  fhews  a 
letttr  he  has  received  from  her  brother,  confirming 
^Captain  LJoyd's  inlinuation,  that  a  lady  is  the  cauie 
«f  his  vifiting  London.  Speaking  of  his  fon's  ma- 
trimonial views,  the  baronet  utters  a  fentiment  every 
parent  Ihould  inv^iably  adopt,  that  vrorth-and  dr- 
tue  arc  fuperior  to  every  confideration  of  fortunes 
Strong  marks  of  melanchoUy  ftiU  hanging  upc« 
Harriet's  countenance,  her  tender  father  wants  to 
ccnne  at  the  caufe,  which  ^ain  brings  Lonl  Eultace 
under  confideration  ;  the  fubjeft  works  fo  ilrongly 
upon  the  young  lady,  that  fhe  aflonlihes  Sir  William 
wirii  falling  at  his  feet,  and  works  him  into  ftrong 
perplexity  by  foliciting.  In  broken  fentences,  his 
pardon,  for  having  become  Lord  Euftace's  wife 
without  his  knowledge..  This  circumftance  deeply 
imprefies  the  old  man,  whofe  good-fenfe  perceives  x 
ftrong  objection,  his  lordihip's  diSipated,  licentious 
difpofition,  which  cannot  afford  the  profpeit  of 
much  conjugal  feKcity.  Harriet,  however,  pur- 
fues  her  tender  folicitation,  and  urges  fome  excul- 
patory arguments  in  her  lord's  favolir,  which  work 
the  wiQied  for  cficd,  and  obtain  Sir  William's  for- 
givcncisj 
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pvoxfi  i  this  fends  off  die  yoiwg  tady  in  perfe& 
iiaruuxiy  of  fpiiits. 

Bf  .die  Icene  which  ipimediat^  fcdiovs  between 
Sir  William  add  Robert,  we  learn,  that  the  latttr 
few  made  foaie-«Ufa{;rte»Ueobfervations,  and.  <ven 
faewd  (^  the  impofition  which  has  been  pa0ed  upon 
Hacriet.  This  di^aiSing  ex|^anatioii  roufes  the 
baronet,  who  hearing  that  Willis  is  ^Ofitidante,  or- 
^Q^-Hobert  to  call  lum :  upon  the  vakt's  a|>petu<- 
aoce  he  is  at  firft  queCtioncd  mildly,  then  with  a  de- 
vice .t£  intimidating  warmth>  concerning  Lord 
£uftace's  nuifriage  ^  he  helkaies  for  Icdoe  time*  but 
haviag  a  fwCM'd  ppinud  to  his  brCiUl:,  md  fancying 
Sir  William  has  had  in&M'iiiatiotf  from  Laognroodt 
-pulls  the  letter  Frati^tqn  hod'  charged  hiiq  to.  fee 
Crete  from  his  pocket,  which  the  baronet  fnatches  % 
after  puzzlir^  each  other  for  a  few  fpeeches  lonr 
ger,  the  ralet^  tcrnfied  for  what  be  Has  doae.^.  makes 
a  cofifuied  .and  Laughable  retreat. 

■  •  Here  Sir  William,-  refolvii^  to  have  a  fijrther 
explanation,  after  reading  the  fatd  letter,  caUa  for 
jiis  fifler  and  daughter,  who  both  appear  on  the  m- 
Aant ;  he  imnoediately  pr<MMiunces  the  deceit,  which 
overpowers  Harriet,  and  gives  Langwood's  tetter  to 
Mrs.  Winifred,  who,  with  her  Ufual  felf-fufficiency, 
conTnkrs  it  as  a  falfe,  foiled  affair  %  and  fcmis  to 
wonder  that  her  brother  can  be  to  eafdy  ioipof^ 
jBpon.  This  but  enSames  the  .baronet's  paffion 
lRore,and  caufes  him,  after  fbme  Ihi^ing  reproaches 
vented  '^ainit  his  dai^hter,  to  hurry  oS,  the.  ftage. 
.    Harriet,  in  tfte  midft  of  her-confiifior>,  propc^ea 

-  «>-6y  from  Lord  Euftace's  dwelling,  but  Mrs.  Wi» 

jiitred  perfiftlng  in  her  <^inion,  that  there  is  iama 

knpoiition  in  the  aiSaiXt  advifes  her  jkkc  to  lend 

Lord 
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X^ord  Euftaoe  a  kttcr  -,  dils,  th<H^  yranafy  uigod« 
is  obftina^y  rejijied,  fo  tiiat  whea  Harriet  reunci  ' 
%o  avoid  further  importuriity,  the  aunt  dettrtratKS 
to  writs  herfetf  >  atul  diough  fome  doul^  re£pe&- 
ingl-ordEuftace  intrude  upon  ho-,  ye(  Ihedicnfte* 
the  cotnfortahde  idea,  that  he  dare  nc»  deceive  hcr« 
CK*,  if  he  does,  that  the  ap  £¥305*5  are  not  to  be  io- 
jured  with  impunity. 

At  the  bcginmng  c^  die  fourth  a£t,  a  nev  cW 
rader  is.prefented  to  us.  Colonel  Evans.  In  the 
c«a.veHation  between  him  and  Captun  Lloyd,  die 
latter,  after  blamii^  youag  Erans  for  leavit^  hit 
regiment  lb  abruptly  on  a  wonum's  acoiuat,  apo- 
logizes in  fbme  meaTure  for  the  indifcretion^  by  tett- 
ing  vihat  influence  a  Donna  liabella  at  Gibrsltar, 
bad  ooce  like  to  have  gained  oyer  himielf ;  afor 
this,  the  t^ative  tar  enquires  minutely  into  tho 
circumfl^ices  sf  the  colonel's  fair  one,  to  vhidi  he 
only  obtains  the  general  r^ly,  that  ihe  is  youn^ 
bandfbme,  and  (^  rank  above  ha"admirer'aexpe£bH 
tioa ;  ejiiwOtkn  of  ha*  name  is  declined.  Aittr  ' 
thele  genttemen  di&ppear,  who,  in  our  ojMnioii, 
have  faid  nothing  any  way  efleotial  to  the  {uece,  mx 
much  ta  place  them  in  efteem  with  an  audience 
Mrs.  Winifred  and  Robert  af^>car,  when  flie  receivea 
further -proof  (^  I.ord  Euftace's  treachery.  Aikv 
a  few  lines,  (be  difpatches  the  honelt  domeftic  go 
watch  a  private  door  in  the  garden;  here  Sir  Wil- 
liam joins  his  fifter,  who  wants  co  ai^e  matters  wi^  . 
falm,  but  his  temper  <^  mind  not  fuiung  her  pur- 
pofe,  he  at  firft  aiifwers  rather  churltflily }  however^ 
flie  forces  her  difeourfe  on  him,  and  propofes  to  try 
her  influeocc  and  Harrietts  tear?  upon  Lord  Euftace. 
This  defign  ths  baropet  treats  with  contempt,  and 
thereby 
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thereby  irritates  his  vain  fifter  ;  bclkles,  with  be^ 
coming  pride,  he  difdains  che  thought  of  bis  daugh- 
ter's fuing  fo  bafe  it  man.  Another  thought  arilcs 
in  Mrs.  Winifred's  prolific  brain,  that  as  Lord 
Euftace  has  a  place  at  court.  Sir  WUliarii  ftiould 
complain  of  him  to  the  king  ;  this  'romantic  idea 
produces  fome  juft  compliments  to  vimioxis  royalty, 
but  Sir  Will;  am  caftsfo  incfFedual  a  proceeding  afide, 
end  determines  upon  taking  perfonal  £itisfai5tion, 
with  which  fpirited  refolution  he  withdraws. 

Another  very  immaterial  foliloquy  occurs  here* 
at  the  end  of  which  Robert  appears,  and  informs 
"Winifred,  that  he  has  heard  the  private  door  in  the 
garden  unlocked,  this  hurries  her  off  to  prevent 
l^rd  Euftace's  meeting  her  enraged  brother. 

Colonel  Evans,  who  as  we  find  has  been  aflault' 
ed  by  footpads,  enters  with  Lord  Eultace,  by  whom 
he  has  been  refcued  ;  thanks  are  returned  for  the 
iervice.  By  a  converfation  which  ehfucs,  we  find, 
that  upon  being  told  the  title  of  his  deliverer,  Colo- 
ttel  Evans  looks  on  him  as  a  rival  in  the  affections 
of  Lady  Ann  Mountfort  j  a  meeting  is  propoIed» 
but  declined,' as  each  of  the  gentlemen  isodierwfe 
particularly  eng^d  :  Lord  Euftace  partly  unfolds 
his  critical  fituation  with  Harriet,  but  as  her  name  is 
not  mentioned,  the  colonel  remains  ignorant  that 
flje  is  his  fifter. 

TTie  next  fcene  Mrs.  Winifred  brings  on  Harriet, 
T/hen  Lord  Euftace  immediately  enters,  and  endea- 
vours to  footh  that  heavy  concern  which  hangs  on 
the  young  lady  ;  for  fome  time  the  aunt  harangues 
him  on  the  charge  of  infidelity,  which  he  evades 
with  tolerable  effrontery,  but  is  reduced  to  a  pain- 
ful dilemma  upon  her  producing  Langwood's  letter^ 
2  however. 
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however^  he  profeffis  an  honcft  defign,  diiftated  by 
ardent  love,  in  the  clandcliinc  marri^e  effe6bed 
lum ;  this  ftrikes  Mn.  Winifred  with  the  pleafing 
hopes  of  repairing  every  thing,  and  Jhe  goes  off  to 
prevent  Sir  William  from  coming  abruptly  upon 
die  young  couple,  as  they  feem  to  be  in  a  fdr  train 
cf  reconciliation  i  but  this  female  politician  appears 
much  out  in  her  calculauon,  for  Harriet's  o^ndcd 
virtue  and  delicacy  remain  inexorable  to  entreaty, 
and  (he  retires,  difclaiming  every  idea  of  connexion 
mth  Co  unworthy  a  betrayer  :  here  Sir  William  en- 
ters, fall  of  the  injury  done  him  through  his  daugh- 
ter, and  a  very  warm  altercation  enfues,  which  is  ■ 
iiipported  on  Lord  Euftace's  fide  with  as  much  de- 
cent Ipirit  as  the  circuniftances  will  admit  -,  to  Sir 
William's  violent  decifion,  he  very  properly  c^polcs 
hb  own  confcioufiiefs  of  error,  which  is  a  fuiEcient 
reafon  why  cour^  fliould  not  exert  itfelf  againft  an 
injured  perfon  j  however,  the  baronet*sperrift:ing  in 
aggravation,  compels  him  at  laft:  to  accept  the  chal- 
lenge, in  confequence  of  which,  a  meeting  is  ap- 
pointed at  dght  o'clock  the  next  mormi^,  widi  fc-. 
conds. 

After  aVWinUm  Kfts  cKprefled  latisfaAion  that 
his  Ion  the  colonel  is  abfent,  as  this  affur  of  the  duel 
mufthave  fallen  upon  him,  Mrs.  Winifred  bolts  in, 
and  accufes  her  brother  of  turning  matters  topfy- 
turvy  ;  flic  abb  mentions  Harriet's  haughty  refiifal, 
whidi  fcenjs  to  g^ve  the  old  gentleman  fingular  fa- 
tisfaftion.  His  fifter's  wilh  for  being  attached  to 
nobility  at  any  rate,  gives  rife  to  fome  pertinent  re- 
flections upon  the  mingled  pride  and  meannels  which 
mark  her  charafterj  Sir  William  treats  her  notions 
ynth  afperity  and  contempt,  and  then  haftes  to 
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cwnfort  Harriet,  whofc  rqeftion  rf  Lord  Euftace^ 
Jias  replaced  her  in  his  favour^  Mrs.  Winifred,  in  a 
high  miff  at  the  flight  Ihe  has  receivedj wants  to  adert 
her  own  infallibility,  by  calling  the  W^ne  of  what 
has  happened  upon  odiers,  and  cCHicludes*.  with  ap- 
plying to  herfelf  Lord  Chatham's  declaration,  of  not 
being  accountable  for  meafuies  that  Ibe.is.not  £li& 
fered  to  guide- 
Lord  Euftace  and  Frampton  begin -the,  fifth  afi^; 
conferring  on  the  unlucky  circumftance  of  the  fir- 
mer having  met  Sir  Williain,  and  the  challenge  cpn- 
iequential  to  it,  which  Frampton  lenfibly  oblerves^ 
ought  not  to  be  fulfilled ;  however,.  Lord  Euftace 
£)licits  him  to  a£t  as  a  fecoadywhich^for  fubHaatiat 
teafons  he  denies.-  Marri^  of  Harriet  is  ut^^  as 
a  palliative,  but  the  young  peer  dreads  an  imputa-^ 
tion  of  cowardice.  Upon  Frampton's  abfoluce  de- 
nial to  be  concerned,.  Lord  Euftace  requefts  his  de- 
livery of  a  letter,  in  cafe  he  Ihould  fall,  to  his  father^ 
and  goes  off  to  feardi  a  lets  fcrv^ulous  friend  to  a£t 
as  a  fecond.-  Frsmpton  ddcants  fome  omc  on  tfa& 
contrariety  of  Lord  Euftace's  difpofidoo,  and  goes, 
off,  refolved  to  avert,  if  poilibl^liiole  perils  whi(ii. 
fiaog  over  his  head.. 

Harriet  accompanied  by  her  aunt,  ^ves  vent  Uf; 
an  unequalled,,  and  apparendy  incurable -petpludcy. 
of  mind,.pecaIioned  nqt  only  by  the.baiencis.of  hea* 
fuppofed  hulband,  but  l^  the  impending  duet,whicb 
flic  urges  Mrs..  Winifred  to  prevent  at  any  nu:e,  for 
which  purpofe  the  old  lady  retires  jiAas  Sir  Wil- 
liam appears :  he  perceives  Harriet's  concern,  and. 
tenderly  tries  to  foften  her,  buE  endangering  his  li&- 
on  her  account,  prevents  the  dcfncd  effect.;  as  the 
{>aronet  will  not  relax  thofe  Arid  notiotis  of  honour, 
whicik 
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which  iirgc  him  on' to  fo  ddperate  a  mode  of  fads- 
^iSJon. 

Captain  Lloyd's  approach  occafions  the  afflicted 
IHarriet  t6  retire  \  we  find  that  the  captain  has  been 
fummoned  to  a&  as'SirWiUiam'slecondi  to  this 
^nd  ^e  baronet  acquaints  hkn  with  the  duel  he  i^ 
engaged  in  i  a  circumftance  whidh  draws  from  the 
ion  of  Neptune  feme  whimficai  Jetnarks  on  fight- 
ing, for  which  he  fcems  to  have  a  reiy  good  ftomach, 
but  thinks  breakfaft-an  elTential  prepar atire.  This 
caofes  Sir  William  to  take  him  into  another  room, 
«nd  leaves  the  ftage.open  for  Lord  Eultace,  who 
comes  on  withColonel  Evans,  as  his  fecond. 

By  w^t  drops  from  die  colonel,  we  find,  his  lord- 
9up,  through  4X)maKic  Aottons  of  juAice,  has  dO' 
termined  to  ftand  Sir  "William's  fire,  without  Jfi- 
tuming  it.  At  the  fame  inftant,  Harriet  and  her 
father  enter  at  oppofite  doors,  i3ie  colonel  is  imme- 
diately faluted  with  the  titles -of  fon  and  brother, 
fcut  is  reproved  as  appearing  the  abettor  of  that 
sua  who  has  di%racedhis  fifter^  this  young  Evans 
ilifclaims,  and  treats  Harriet  with  rough  contempt  ; 
then  takes  the  -quarrel  upon  himfelf,  and  gives  Lord 
Euffcace  a  r^Iar  challenge,  which,  upon  findiog 
Harriets  innocence,  he  feen^  more  warmly  bent  to- 
enforce.  A^  he  and  Lord  Euftace  are  going  ol^ 
Frampon  enters,  who,  hearing  Harriet  exclaim, 
**  when  win  my  miferies  end,"  replies,  "  I  hcqw 
diis  moment,  madam."  This  dawning  of  4n  e- 
cbutciflenKnt  occafions  Airprize  in  all  the  parties, 
andenqairics  of  what  he  means  ;  when  he  declares, 
chat  he  has  been  with,  and  is  jufl  come  from  Lord 
Dehrille,  who  approves  Harriet  for  a  daughter-in- 
law,  and  has  charged  him  with  a  letGcr^o  Sir  Wil- 
£  2  iiam 
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■  liam  Evans  upon  that  fubjaft.  This  letter  bang 
perufed,  the  baronet  pronounces  it  a  mark  of  Ho- 
nour in  the  old  peer,  yet  fays  it  caanot  atone  for 
the  mifconduft  of  his  fon  Lord  Euftace  ;  this  ftarts 
a  freih  difficulty,  which  however  is  removed  by  a 
declaration,  that  Lady  Artne  Mountfort  never  was 
an  objeft  of  ferious  attention  to  Lord  Euftace,  and 
is  in  reality  the  lady  whofe  hand  is  deftined  for  Co- 
lonel Evans :  hence  a  reconciliation  and  mutual 
congratulations  enfue  on  all  fides. 

Captain  Lloyd,  upon  feeing  fuch  an  affcrpblage 
of  unexpefted  charadtcrs,  fcerps  difappointed  that 
the  propofed  engagement  is  not  likely  to  take  place ; 
however,  like  an  honeft,  good  natured  man,  fympa- 
thizes  in  the  general  joy,  with  which  the  comedy- 
concludes.  But  what  could  induce  the  author  to 
tag  half  a  dozen  very  indifferent  lines  tc^ther,  by  ■ 
way  of  deducing  a  moral,  we  ftiall  not  pretend  to 
fuggeft  i  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  we  could  wifli  na- 
ture and  the  eftablilhed  mode,  which  rqe£b  rhimes, 
had  been  more  ftriftly  regarded. 

Upon  a  general  view  of  this  comedy,  it  appears 
to  be  written  with  a  good  intention  ;  the  dial(^;ue 
has  confiderable  eafe,  but  not  much  fpirit  or  ele- 
gance i  the  plot  is  tolerably  interefUng,  and  the 
fcenes  regularfy  enough  difpofed,  but  the  cataftrophe 
is  rather  huddled  up  ;  and  the  delicacy  which  Sir  * 
■William  Evans  and  his  daughter  feem  fo  ftrongly 
.  poffelTed  of,  at  laft  vanlihes  almoft  imperceptibly. 

The  charafters,  without  a  grain  of  originality, 
are  well  imi^ined,  and  fupported  with  tolerable 
confiftence;  Lord  Euftace  is, an  odd  medleyofvir- 
tues  and  weaknefs,  for  his  erron  are  certmly  more 
the  effcd  of  warm  pafTions  and  inadequate  judg- 
meat 
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ment  than  abfolute  vice  i  there  is  a  face  of  meanndf 
in  his  propofed  connexion  with  Lady  Anne,  which 
calls  a  Ihade  that  refts  on  him,  even  when  matcen 
are  made  up.  In  reprefentation,  he  is  what  per- 
formers call  a  tolerable  walking  gentleman,  and  is 
HOC  much  beyond  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Cautherly, 
who,  by  never  attempting  any  thing  higher,  would 
defimre  fome  degree  of  prafc. 

Sir  William  is  a  pedbn  of  nice  feelings,  and  a 
fond,  without  being  a  ibolilh  father.  Mr.  Hol- 
land, who  was  certainljTxtter  calculated  forapar- 
ticular  ca&  in  comedy,  than  any  thing  he  ever  did, 
or  could  do-.of  a  tragic  nature,  gave  juft  and  lingu- 
lar fatis&£tion  in  the  Welch  baronet ;  fmce  his 
death,  Mr.  HuasT  has  luidertaken  him,  with  fome 
d^ree  of  fuccels,  which  could  n6t  happen  without 
fome  merit  ^  though  cert^nly  the  audiences  'of  Lon- 
don have  lately  been  much  weaker  in  their  judg- 
ment, or  more  extenfive  in  good  nature,  than  they 
were  feven  years  ago.  May  the  difpofition  conti- 
nue till  there  is  a  frelh  fupply  of  intrinsic  merit  to 
ftand  the  teft  of  criticifin. . 

Colonel  Evans  is  a  very  immaterial  objeft,  and 
can  never  gain  any  credit  for  either  author  or  aftor^ 
what  can  be  <ione  for  him  in  a£Hon  Mr.  Palmer 
fupplies  agreeably  enough. 

Frampton  is  certainly  a  well  drawn  child  of  na-' 
ture  i  one  who,  notwitWlanding  the  want  of  pru- 
doiccr  to  preferve  his  circumftances  in*  a  ftate  of 
comfort  and  relped,  ncverthelefs  has  a  heart  which 
fcoms,  even  in  the  midft  of  dependance,  to  flatter  or 
promote  for  intereft,  the  vices  of  an  opulent  patron; 
nay,  who  hazards  the  favour  of  that  patron  by  la- 
bouring to  favc  him  from  himfelf :  he  is  a  moll  ami- 
able 
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■ddei^entintheplece^andlhould  not  after  his  eflcn- 
cal,goodoffice%have  been  left infuchan unprovided 
ftaie^t  thc-conclufion.  We  know  not  any  charaftcr 
jiiore  chaftely  or  more  agreeably  perfOTmed'  on  ei- 
ther'Of  the  ftages  than  this  by  Mr,  Reddish,  from 
«rhc&  cscpreflion  the  valuaUe  fendmeats  flov  witk  - 
peculiar  grace  and  fenfibility. 

Captain  Lioyd  is  well  deGgned,  but  underwritten, 
the  Iraft  entertaining  of  any  fea  charader  on  the 
ft^e,  and  moft  eifidentty  borrowed  from  all  who 
VKXiX.  before  him  ;  nothing  but  the  happy  conception 
and  exquifite  taloits  c^  Mr.  King,  could  render 
liiin  (b  agreeable  as  he  now  aj^ars. 

Willis  ieems  dravn  with  judgment  and  vtva- 
idty  by  ihe  author  •,  nor  is  the  eflential  whim  and 
Iprightlinefe  rf  reprcfentadon  any  way  deficient  in 
Mr.  Dodo's  very  pleafing  performance  of  thit 
laugh^e  and  fpirited  valet.  Mr.  W.  Palmer  hak 
upon  cmei^ncics  made  a  tolerable  fliift. 

Robert  has  an  agreeable,  blunt  fimplldcy,  and 
icommendable  honcfty  o£  character  in  his  compofi- 
fion  ;  and  Hood  much  indebted  for  the  nodce  he 
obtained  to  Mc  Baddei.y'3  charafteriftic  naivete  k£ 
«£tion. 

Mrs.  Winifred  is  a  painful,  miferabic  copy  of 
Mrs.  Margate  Maxwell,  in  die  Devil  upon  two 
Sticks  :  fo  flat,  fo  impoveriftcd,  that  Mrs.  Clive's 
powerful  talents  alone  could  have  rendered  her  bear- 
able :  poor  Mrs.  Hopkins  is  as  much  afleep  in  the 
performance,  as  die  audior  was  in  writing  this  part. 

Harriet  is  a  tender,  fcnfiblc,  delicate  young  lady, 
and  in  every  one  of  thofc  ideas  received  ample  jufticc 
/rom  the  interefting  appearance  and  pathetic  cx- 
preSion  ef  Mrs.  Baddelit. 

a  Bang 
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BaoQ  mucK  dtiguftedr  both  in  the  theatre  anc£ 
dofet  with  a  fuperabundance  of  foliloquies  in  this 
piece,  we  have  taken  piins  to  cou^t  then^  and  find 
no  ids  liun  twenty-two ;  the  greateft  part  of  which, 
or  at  leaft  half,  falls  to  Fratnpton  alone  ;  the  plot 
muft  J>e  very  hard  ftr^jwd  which  requires  fuch  aid  ^ 
lignrcver,  the  School  for  Rakes,  firom  its  moral 
ttndency,  and  the  excellent  fentiments  with  which  ii)t. 
Several  places. ic  is  Jprinkled^  may  be  lecommended 
as  a  comedy  more  deierviog  of  attention,  bodi  in 
public  and  private,  than  many  other  pieces  of  muct^ 
greater  critical  merit ;-  virtue  is-  patronized  and  in^ 
eolcaced  throu^  the  wbc^  without  bong  oacc  pul; 
to  the  blufh,  or  In  the  leaft  degree  facdnced  Q>  ^ 
|ia\i£;  catching  hu 
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A  Tragedy  by  Otway. 

J^  F  the  author  now  before  us  could  not  lay  claim 
W  the  nobldt,  yet  he  has  been  generally,  and  jxrilly 
allowed  fome  of  the  tendereft  flights  of  genius  that 
ever  graced  dramatic  compofition  :  his  beauties  arc 
many,  and  thofe  he  principally  derived  from  the  li- 
-  berality  'of  nature,  wluch  had  conferred  feelings, 
conception  and  expreffion,  wdi  adapted  to  a  fubjeft 
of  the  queen  of  tears.  He  had  alfo  feveral  glaring 
faults,  but  thofe  were  totally  derived  from  the  licen- 
dou&efs  of  tafte,  and  depravity  of  inanncrs,  which 
prevailed  when  he  wrote  ;  indeed,  by  his  life,  as 
well  as  his  pen,  we  pcrcdve  him  to  have  been  deep- 
ly tinted,  but  our  remarks  muft.bc  applied  to  hun 
as  a  poet,  not  a  man. 

It  is  ufual  to  omit  the  firfl:  foene  of  this  tr^edy  in 
reprefentation,  which  is  -a  ftretch  of  theatrical  pre- 
rogative we  do  not  altogether  approve  -,  for  though 
what  paffes  between  Ernefto  and  Paulino  is  not  ab- 
folutely  eflential,  yet  their  conveifation  is  beyond 
doubt  a  very  good  introduftion  to  the  piece,  better, 
as  we  apprehend,  than  that  with  which  it  now  com- 
mences ;  however  we  fliall  not  give  the  fubftance  of 
what  is  fo  little  regarded,  but  begin  with  the  two 
brothers,  who  being  juft  returned  from  the  chace:, 
mention  fome  danger  that  Caftalio  has  been  in,  and 
then  pals  on  to  other  matters,  till  they  come  at  lalt 
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io  ofiamoii  Mooimta,  thdr  fadiePs  ward.  The  at-' 
caduDctu  of  each  to  this  young  lady,  occ^lons  an 
appearaooe  of  dii^reement  between  them,  but  a 
ib&etiing  coaceffion  from  one^  draws  from  the  othn' 
B  moA  ibiemn  .declaration  of  unalterable  friendfliip  j 
Utmed  pardy  accdrding  to.  the  .tafte  of  the  day,  ui 
jUme,  and  very  litde  above  the  degree  of  doggrct. 

When  Monimia  enters  ydth  the  page,  we  foon. 
(lercdveihu  Jier  heart  is  confiderably  prejudiced  in 
hvoiir  of  Caftalio;  all  ^  queftions  and  oblervadons 
Shxxagfy  iodicateit.  Cordelio's  replies  to  her  quef* 
.titms  are  in  an  arch  chara^riftic  ftile,  but  in  one 
Q>eech  lather  lii;entious ;  his  account  of  what  he  haa 
iiea^&om  the  brothers,  in  regard  to  thor  knre  for 
Jtfoniniia:,  is  diftinft  and  natural ;  we  think  Mcmi' 
ini^sxelnitaKnt  againft  the  deGgn  of  Caftalio's  in- 
.tzoducingPolydore-to  a  private  conference,  is  v^ 
JbeccHoingr indeed, there  doesnot&em  any  colour 
&r  £idi  a  paltry,  condefcenfion  in  the  former,  aa  the 
ilatterjiught  have  gained  an  interview  without  fuch 
an  introduiftion. 

When  the  brothers  appear,  and  Caftalio,  accord- 
ti^  to  .promife,  Ibmds  mafter  (^  the  ceremonies,  the 
lady  exprefies  confufion^  but  why  Ihe  fhouldfeem 
to  entertain  fuch  dreadful,  previous  apprehenfions 
-of  Polydore,  we  cannot  -lay.  Caftalio's  Tudden,  and 
-ne  may  add^ftrange  depamire,  ruiRes  her  exttenK- 
ty,  and&enu  to  be  the  only  caufe  for  her  ungracious 
«jiarge  of  ill  gatuie  ag^nft  Folydore's  countenance, 
even  brfore  he  has  fpoke  a  word  ;  fuch  treatment 
is  rather  cavalier  on  her  fide,  yet  at  firft  occafions 
410-  Eetum  but  warm  declarations  of  amorous  paf- 
ii«i,  -whidi  are  well  expcelled,  and  fuitably  rej^ed 
CO  :  bofvever,  when  IV^winiia  c<»nes  to  a  peremp^ 
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toiy  refufal   of   facrificing  her  hcmour,  why  Ike 

Ihould  fuppofe  tus  pFofdHoDs  dithonountble,  we 
.  know  not.    Polydore  throws  off  every  trace  of  the 

gendemaH,  and  fliews  hiihfelf  the  brute  Monimia 
.  feems  to  have  imagined  him.  His  general  farcafin 
:  ag^nft  the  whole  lex  is  Ulibefal,  but  not  withoot 

fome  truth  and  conTiderablc  fancy ;  her  reply  Is 
;  couched  in  very  proper  and  ftrong  terms :  what 
^  Fcdydore  (peaks  a^  fbe  goes  off,  hb  aUufion  to 
.  the  buU,  &c.  is  almoft  too  g^ofs  for  a  latyr  to  uttqr, 

-  or  a  Billingigate  fifh-wiie  to  hear ;   it  is  highly 

-  fhamejul  that  fomewhat  more  bearaUe  has  not  been 
r  fubftituted,  inftead  of  fuch  fenfual,  filthy  trafii. 

At  the  be^nning  of  the  fecond  a6t>  Acafto,  with 
his  two  fons,  are  prefenled  to  our  view  j  the  cJd 
.  gentleman  de£:ants  on  the  pleafuies  and  dangers  of 
thai;  day's  chace  ^  particularly  remarkir^  his'  own 
critical  lituation  from  the  attack  of  a  wild  boar, 
and  his-  fortanaK  conqueft  over  that  furious  animaL 
Recital  of  this  laft  circumftancc  draws  from  Cafta- 
lio  a  complimentary  line,  which. his  £tther  jufUy 
.  confiders  as  bordering  on  Battery  ;  a  depravation  of 
■  mind  he  treats  with  a^erity,  difiniffing  it  with  great 
propriety  from  focial  connections,  to  the  intercfted 
dependance  of  court  fycophancy  1  a  diflembling  dc- 
pendance,  which  he  iUuftrates  in  very  Ihong  ce- 
tours,  and  corred^  with  a  keen  la{h  of  &ttre  :  hot 
poets  mayexhaufl:  their  imaginations,  andmoraUfis 
declaim  on  the  fubjc£l  till  they  are  weary  ;  yet  mo- 
deft  merit  will  never  gain  an  equal  Ihare  of  favour 
at  any  court,  with  fervilc  effrontery  and  low  artifice. 
Serina  bringing  on  the  news  of  Chamont's  ani- 
'  val,  gives  Acalto  lingular  pleafure ;  he  having,  as 
.  appears,  a  warm  attachment  to  thacyoung  foldier, 

whom 
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wiKHn  he  welcomes  with  the  molt  cordial  tendernefs. . 
Chamont  replies  with  manly  feeling,  interchanges 
fome  kind  exprefHons  with  his  filter  Monimia,  and 
dien  pays  a  delicate  compliment  to  Acalto's  daugh- 
ter Scrina,  which  Ihe  leems  to  receive  with  fome  de- 
gree of  tender  fenfation. 

Acaltoy  in  the  flow  of  domeltic  happinels,  and  in 
fdpeft  of  his  royal  mafter*s  birth-day,  orders  fefli-' 
vity  through  all  his  houfe  i  and  upon  his  fon's 
letting  fall  fome  exprelfions  of  ardoit  loyalty,  he 
manifefts  a  little  of  the  vanity  of  age,  in  proclaiming 
fa  anecdote  of  once  killing  a  rebel  who  uttered  dif- 
rcfpeftful  terms  of  his  monarcL  The  laboured 
panegyrics  upon  royalty  in  this  fcwie,  were  fo  many 
fi^r-pluml»  dropped  by  our  bard  to  Tweeten  tl^ 
leading  charader  of  his  day. 

As  Aca^  is  going  off  to  receive  fome  guefts  who 
are  arrived,  ChanAtit  defires  a  conference  upon 
matter  of  ferious  concern,  which  being  granted,  he 
draws  a  pathetic,  preparative  pi£ture  of  his  dying 
parents,  to  introduce  more  ftrongly  the  old  gentle- 
man's kind  patronage  to  himlelf  aiid  his  filter  \  he 
then  &ggelb  a  doubt  concerning  Monimia's  ficua- 
tion  and  behaviour,  which  Acalto  defires  him  to .. 
'clear  up,  adding  a  moA  friendly  declaration,  that  he 
will  ddend  her  caufe,  even  though  ic  Ihould  fubjeft 
lus  own  children  to  prqudice. 

Here  a  conference  enfues  between  Chamont  and 
his  filter,  from  whence  we  may  infer,  that  he  poffeflcs 
honour  to  almoft  a  romantic  d^ree  -,  but  is  unac- 
countably credulous,  and  unpardonably  choleric. 
His  account  of  their  dead  father  is  truly  amiable  ; 
the  dream  is  fanciful,  but  a  Itrange  foundation  for  a 
man  of  even  tolerable  underltanding  to  ground  jea- 
G  2  loiis 
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16U3  aipprehenfions  upon  ;  and  the  pifture  <rf  thff 
old  hag,  who  gave  his  fears  confinnation,  is  inimi- 
table, fo  worthy  regard,  as  a  beautiful  defcriptbn, 
that  we  beg  leave  to  tranicribe  it  ■,  though  after  all, 
we  judge  it  a  fuffident  proof  of  Chamont*s  weak- 
nefs,  and  wonder  at  our  author  for  inculcating  fo  ri- 
^culouS  an  idea  of  witchcraft. 

Through  n  clofe  lane  as  I  purfu'd  my  journeys 
And  meditating  on  my  laft  night's  vifion, 
I  l^ied  a  wrinkled  hag  vith  age  grown  double. 
Picking  dry  flicks,  and  mumbling  to  herfelf  ; 
Her  eyes  with  fcalding  rbeum  were  galled  and  retl. 
Cold  pairy  Ihook  her  head,  her  hands  feemed  withei'd  ^ 
And  on  her  crooked  flioutikra  had  ihe  wrapped 
Thetatter'd  remnant  of  an  oldllrip'd  hanging, 
'Which  fstv'd  to  keep  her  carcafc  from  the  cold> 
So  there  was  nothing  of  a  piece  ikout  her  ) 
Her  lower  weeds  were  all  o'er  coarfely  patch'd 
With  different  coloiu'd   rags  ;    black,  led,  white^ 

yellow. 
And  Jeeni'd  to  fpeak  variety  of  wretchedoels. 

Upon  Monimla's  folemn  decimation  of  ftrift  ad-- 
hererice  to  virtue,  Chamont's  ftrange  paffion  cxwls, 
and  gives  her  fome  friendly,  fenfible  Hnts,  rdpcft- 
ihg  the  diflimulation  of  men  in  fubjefts  of  love. 
He  retires,  and  the  young  lady,  irritated  by  Poly- 
dore's  ungenteel  treatment,  determines,  even  at  the 
expence  of  her  own  peace,  to  treat  Caftalio  with 
feverity.  His  immediate  appearance  gi'res  her  an 
opportunity  of  putting  this  rdblution  in  prafticc, 
which  flie  does  in  part,  by  quitting  the  ftage  as  he 
comes  on  ;  this  occafions  Ca^alio  to  utter  his  di0a- 
UsfaitioD  in  ibliloquy,  as  alfo  to  fuggeft,  that  he  has 
anatvnl 
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3  natural  pUantnefs  of  temper  which  his  miftrefi 
plays  upon ;  he  alfo  confefles  hlmfelf  wrong  in  tri- 
fling with  his  brother,  where  fb  ferious  a  matter  is 
concerned ;  but  fiatters  himielf,  that  as  it  is  his  Erfl: 
tranigreffion,  no  ill  confcqTiences  will  enfue. 

Polydore  here  enters,  ^and  places  that  young  agent 
of  intrigue,  the  p^e,  as  a  fpy  upon  his  brother  and 
Monimia  j  when  the  lovers  come  forward,  wrSnd 
the  lady  in  a  fit  of  warm  reientment,  much  beyond, 
as  we  think,  any  provocation  flic  has  received,  and 
the  gentleman  for  fome  tame  tenderly  condefcend- 
ing ;  however,  ftung  with  reproaches  which  arifc 
from  mention  of  Polydore,  his  temper  rifes  on  the 
fret,  yet  his  refolutionfhortly  fails,  and  he  finks  ^ain 
into  the  whine  with  fuch  eftft,  that  Monimia  foftehs 
into  forg^venefe,  and  a  fudden  reconciliation,  in  the 
thie  love  flile,  enfues  ■,  this  caufes  Caftalio  to  vent 
hb  extraordinary  fatisfEtdion  in  the  full  flowof  poe^ 
deal  frenzy,  rhiminghimfelf  and  the  fair  Monimia. 
moft  harmonioully  off  the  ftage. 

Pofydore,  wirh  his  little  fpy,  b^in  the  third  a^ 
vibcR  a  fuU  difcovery  is  made  to  the  former  by  die 
latter,  of  all  that  palled  in  the  foregoing  fcene ;  the 
pagcTiaving  told  his  tale,  is  fent  off,  when  a  fervant 
enters  with  intelligence  that  Acafto  has  been  fijd* 
denly  and  violently  taken  ill  at  the  banquet  j  tt« 
dd  gentleman  foon  enten  in  a  ftate  of  wcaknefs, 
but  recovery ;  having  his  children  about  him,  h* 
declares  the  difpofition  of  his  fortune,  in  cafe  of  de- 
ctafe,  to  be  .an  equal  divifion  of  his  eftate  between 
the  brothers,  fave  a  referve  of  ten  thoufand  crowns 
■for  Monimia.  This  fcene  fumifhes  a  ftrange  con- 
tradi^ry  lapfe  in  Acafto's  conduft  {  for  after  an 
cquAl  divifion  of  his  fortune  betwccvt  Caftalio  and 
Polydore^ 
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OrfhM., 

I^tydore,  be  allots  one  third  of  it  to  £hainon^  in 
cafe  of  his  marriage  with  Sciina,  who,  in  the  firft . 
difpofition  of  affairs,  poor  lady !  was  totally  for- 
got. Thefe  points  fettled*  Acafto  retires  to  reft, , 
attended  by  all  the  cbarafters,  except  Chamont  and 
the  Chaplain. 

Our  young  foldier^s  phrafe  of  addrcfs  to  the  cler- . 
gyn^ii,  IHling  htm  Sir  Gravity,  is  rather  an  unpo- 
lire,  ffidicrous  beginning  of  converfation  %  the  in- 
tention of  Chamont  evidendy  appears  to  be  getting 
al  the  connection,  if  any,  between  his  filter  and 
Caftalio  j  however,  not  being  anfwcred  fo  fully,  nor 
&t  foon  as  he  wiflies,  he  breaks  out  into  the  Iquib  and 
cracker  ftik  of  paflion,  uttering  fuch  a  train  of  ill- 
grounded,  irrational,  ungentleman-itke  abufe,  upoa 
the  clerical  profeffion  in  general,  as  cannot  be  jufti- 
fied  :  however,  the  Chaplain,  with  a  moft  eafy,  con- 
dcfcending  nature,  teeming  with  Chriftian  forgivc- 
nefs,  for  the  grofleft  abufe,  trufts  one  he  has  great, 
reafon  to  think  half  a  madman,  with  what  at  pre- 
fcnt  fecms  eflentially  a  fecret,  the  marriage  j  this 
loftens  the  frantic  red-coal,  and  they  part  upoii  very . 
obliging  terms. 

Caftalio  and  Mohimia  now  appear,  he  fully  fa-  . 
tjafifd  with  being  in  pofleffion  of  the  idol  of  his 
heart  i  Ihe  confetfes  fome  female  fears  from  ominous 
circumftiinces  which  Ihe  has  taken  notice  of;  thefc 
apprchenfions  the  bridegroom  imputes  to  her  tender, 
nature,  and  urges  a  ipeedy  confummation  of-  fais 
hljfs.  Here  Pclydore  lhe\w  himfelf,  in  the  mean 
office  of  liftening  at  the  door :  Monimia  reprcfents  . 
fome  probable  ill  confequences  from  her  new  huf-- 
band's  coming  to  her  bed  chamber  ;  however,  be- , 
ing  cloftly  urged,  fhe  gives  him  a  figtial  to  fecure. 
I  bis' 
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his  admictance,  and  leaves  him  fiill  of  fatisfa£tion  at 
the  near  completion  of  his  happinels. 

Polydore  prefenting  himfelf,  as  if  cafually,  to  the 
view  of  Caftalio,  and  enquiring  raiher  particularly 

.  after  Monimia,  he  receives  equivocal  anlwers,  which 

:  varm  him  into  an  abfolute  aflenion  of  his  pafllon  ; 

.  he  delivers  himfelf  with  warmth  and  rou^inefs  of 
exprcffion,  while  his  evafivc  brother  treats  the  mat- 
ter with  affefted  indifference,  and  retires  fneerlngly : 

.  this  behaviour,  and  his  own  licentious  difpofidon, 
prevail  on  Polydore  to  atKn^t  a  fatal  impofition 
upcai  haplefs  Monimia;  haviAg  heard  the  appointed 
fignal,  he  derives  from  thence  ftrongiiopes  of.fuc- 
cels  i  for  the  purpofe  of  gaining  time,  he  calls  the 
page,  and  inftrufts  him  to  attend  Caftalio  while  he 
is  undrefling,  and  to  ftay  with  him  till  he  is  gone  ta 
bed. 

Matters  thus  difpofed,he  approaclies  the  chamber 
doOT,  and  by  giving  the  fignal,  brings  Florella  to  die 
window,  who,  fuppofing  him  Caftalio,  tells  him  Mo- 
nimia  wonders  at  his  unkinddehy ;  tho'  it  is  certain, 
as  the  ftage  has  not  been  vacant  fince  fhe  went  into 

,  her  chamber,  that  (he  has  fcarce  had  time  to  get  ub- 
drefled  ;  Polydore  being  admitted,  with  a  very  fiil- 
&tme  addrefs  to  his  limbs,  Cailalid  enters,  followed 
by  the  p^e,  whom  he  wants  to  get  quit  of ;  how- 
ever, true  to  his  matter's  inftru£tions,  he  peifevcres 
in  attendance,  arid  obliges  Caftalio  to  hear  fome 
proofs  of  his  archnefs,  though  not  much  to  tlie  cre- 

.  dit  of  ius  modefty ;  indeed  our  author,  feems  indu- 
ftrious  to  call  a  blufti  upon  the  cliecks  of  delicacy  as 

'  often  as  poflible  ;  for  he  has  made  this  page,  which 
is  generally  reprefented  by  a  diild,  utter  fome  vexy 

,  grols  fentiments.  . 
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Being  at  kngtb  difimfied,  Caftalio  prepares  for 
admittance  to  the  manOon  of  his  joy  }  but,  we 
think,  if  Ids  had  been  given  }um  to  Jay^  where  ab* 
folute  filence  leemed  lb  neceflary,  it  would  have 
been  nvAc  confonanc  to  the  nature  of  t^ungs.  Up< 
bn  Florella's  conm^  to  the  window,  fuppo£ng  hun 
an  impoftor,  the  treats  him  contemptuoufly  j  dus 
tinexpe6:ed  and  provoking  difappointmeoc  of  hb 
hopes,  Crtflames  him  lb  much,  that  being  ablblutely 
refjfed,  he  throws  himfelf  upon  -die  ground,  ex- 
claiming ag^nll  the  -fuppofed  faithlefsnefs  ci  Mo- 
lumia.  Here  Ernelto,  an  old  fervant,  following,  as 
be  lays,  the  found  of  forrow,  finds  his  young  matter 
in  that  melancholy  ftate  ;  with  dutiful  tcnderiiels  he 
ftrives  to  footh  his  anxiety  :  on  being  told  a  woman 
is  the  caufe,  he  declares  .a  hatred  of  .the  -feyr;  diis 
pleafes  and  flatters  Calbalio's  perturbed  ^te  of 
mind,  which  caufcs  him  to  .exclaim  in  fevere,  ge- 
neral terms,  againlt  women,  from  whom  hiftorically 
he  deduces  fome  of  the  mofl:  f^nal  mifchiefs  which 
•ftandrecorded;  and  with  this  rhapfodical,  frenzied 
exclamation,  he  concludes  the  thud  adt,  in  fuch  a 
Tociferous  manner,  as  we  ^ight  reafonably  expert 
to  draw  the  whole  family  about  his  ears. 

Acafto,  in  foUloquy,  commences  the  fourth  afir, 
congratulating  himlelf  upon  a  reiloration  of  health, 
-which  be  imputes  to  a  happy  reft,  and  yet  m  the 
lines  immediately  after,  complains  of  painful,  omi- 
nous dreams,  which  are  the  bane,  the  imbitterers  of 
Iiature's  fecond  feaft,  hag-riding  his  ima^ation 
all  night }  this  is  fo  grols  a  contradi£tion,  that 
it  is  wonderful  how  the  author  could  fail  into 
•it.  Fcdydore  appearing,  his  father  oiquires  .for 
Cafialio,  ^fU  deHies  to  meet  lum  in  the  chapel  f 

thea 
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^n  in  a  lecood  ibliloquf ,  fpcaks  of  havii^  heard 
Caftalio's  voice,  dining  the  night,  conveying  melao' 
choly  founds. 

Here  Monimia  >p{»oac}Ks  the  old  gendrtffMn, 
who,  after  fome  kind  obfervafionfi  upon  her  eng^- 
ing  looks,  ftlks  if  Jhe  has  not  htatd  fome  partkY»ltf 
noife  at  night,  bong  anfwered  in  the  negadvcj  kf 
goes  off  to  make  further  enquiry.  '    -' 

Our  Orphan  tiow  left  with  Floretla,  declares  ap' 
prehenfl<Mi  that  her  marriage  is  dHcovcred,  which 
mufl;  operate  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  her  hup 
band  i  a  kind  of  complaint  is  dropped  at  the  bride- 
groom's co<^  method  of  taking  lewe  in  the  morn- 
ing. Upon  feeing  Caftalio  {ke  retires  for  fake  (^ 
meeting  him  in  her  chamber,  ve  think  it  would 
have  been'  mwe  natural  K>  have  met  his  fteps  half 
way  :  however,  her  fcaving  the  ftage,  affwds  him 
an  opportunity  d  fpeaking  a  very  poetical,  dcfcrip- 
tive  foliloquy  i  but  a  moft  unnatural  eSufiCHi  for 
one  under  fuch  a  violent  ftaR  <tf  moital-porturbatidii 
as  Caftalk>  is.  ' 

Monimia,  who  has  but  yaSt  now  retired,  without 
any  freili't^ealbD  Feturns,  and  fflft  into  the  anfts^f^ 
her  lf»tl,  as  the  Aiould  have  done  before  the  uncfleJj' 
ttal  diflertacion  upon  mountains,  Ihepherds,  flocks, 
huts,  birds,  oees,  &c.  which  he  Has  fo  fancift^y 
entertained  us  with.  Conscious  of  her  owii  ii 
ccnce  and  virtuous  afFeftion,  the  recej^ion  fhe  meets 
naturally  gives  her  a  great  Ihock ;  and  though  we 
confiHs  Caftalio's  provocation  poignant,  yet  \n 
think  the  authcv  has  confulted  the  progrefs  of  hii 
plot  more  than  nature,  in  making  him  vtnt  Mt  pail 
fions  fo  outrageoully.  without  the  minuteft  afticlt  of 
ovquiry  why  he  was  refufed  admittance,  a»  commtxi 

Vol.  II.  H  fcnfe 
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fenfe' might  fugg^  fome  caufe  for  fuch  refufal, 
though -not  the  roal.one ;  .be  it  as  it  may,  the  biide- 
groom  behaves  in  a  moft  tyrannical,  unintelli^ble 
manner,  and  leaved  his  unhappy  bride  in  a  ftate  of 
'  diftia£ied  grief,  which  circumftance,  however  it 
may  ofi^d  our  reafiiny  nevenhelefk  touches  com- 
painon  very  feelingly. 

Chamont,  at  this  Irftereftingr  alarmir^  crifis  eiv^ 
Cers,  and  finds  his  ftfter  in  a  Htuation  of  the  tttott 
t^ie^ng  nature :  he-  tenderly  enquires  the  caufe, 
and  hearing  C^dlalio  nuned,  very  juiUy  takes  fire, 
but  fomewhat  checks  the  tumult  of  Ms  mind,  tilt 
the  whole  affair  is  oqdaned  in  very  pathetic  terms  > 
upon  which  he  Barnes  irrefiftably,  and  vows  ven- 
geance on  Ciiftalioi  This  dreadful  refblucion  Mo- 
nimia  is  endeavouring  to  avert  juft  as  Acaflx)  enters  i 
Chamont*s  impetuofity  caufes  him  to  aflail  the  old 
man  in  a  blameable,  though  natural  manner. 
■  Giving  the  epithet  of  villain  to  one  of  his  fons, 
imprefTea  the't^d  m^  ftrongly,  ahd  the  fcene  is  agi- 
tated with  warmth  on  both  fides  ;  the  finnnefe  of 
«ge»'a:nd  Gighdnels  of  youth,  are'  finely  coatrafied } 
foftening  Chaniont,- and.  then  ju-ec^itating  him  a- 
gain  into  ungoveroabje  rag^  are  well  imaged,  well 
cxecutec^  traBfuions  ;  finely  drami,  but  rather  too 
highly  coloured  fbt  (tn&  adherence  to  nature.  On 
being  piomifed  jufticc,  the  young  foldier  retires, 
leaving  Monimia  to  receive  a  very  Hinging,  though 
brief  ot^rvddon  from  Acalhi  i  iinpcHting,  that  her 
fiilb  complaint  fhould  have  been  to  him  as  a  father, 
jvhich  might  have  prevented  fuch  domeftic  com- 
bt^iqfl. 

**    Thm  wretchedly  circumftanced,  ill  treated  by 

her  huiband,.  aiid  in  fomc  meafure  call  off*  by  h^ 

2  faAer, 
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faxhcTf  Monimia  is  left  comfoitlels,  amidft  a  thou- 
fand  apprchenfions  for  both  her  brother  and  Cafta- 
lio,  when  Polydore  comes  in,  and  endeavours  to 
footh  the  diftreflcd  fair  one  with  tender  expreflions  j 
however,  not  being  a  very  agteeable  objefl:,  it  .is  not 
likely  his  kindiKfs  Jbould  take  the  defired  efFeft. 
Upon  mentioning  that  he  knows  Caftalio  to  be  the 
caufe  o£  her  fighs  and  tears,  and  iirging  his  own 
l^flion,  Monimia  reproaches  him  with  having  at* 
tempted  to  enter  her  chamber,  under  lemblance  of 
his  brother ;  upon  which,  with  a  degree  c^  precipi- 
tate triumph,  he  not  only  avows  the  defign,  but 
boafb  .his  ablblute  fuccefe.  This  raifes  a  tremen- 
dous alarm  in  the  heart  of  Monimia,  and  ihe  cau- 
tions him  to  avoid  fuch  a  dteadfiil  ^ilerdon  ■,  how- 
ever, upon  a  dear,  explicit  declarad(Hl^  of  havii^ 
paJ^d  the  night  in  her  bed-chamber,  nature  faiau 
under  fo  ^leot  a  fliock,  and  Monimia  is  rendered 
for  a  moment  infenfible  of  her  horrid  fituauon. 

Ota  the  revival  of  her  fenfes,&e  breaks  out  into  a 
general  execration,  and  acquunts  Polydore  with  the 
dreadful  crime  his  precipitate  inadvertence  has 
hurried  him  into.  Their  intercourfe  now  takes  the 
affirming  turn  ctf  deep,  mutual  contrition,  and  pun- 
'  gent  foTTOw.  One  thoi^ht  of  Polydore's,  which  fug- 
gelts  murdering,  if  any,  the  &uit  of  their  guilty 
joys,  is  deteftably  Ihocking,  and  die  more  fo,  as 
there  is  no  reafon  for  mendoning  iuch  a  thing  i  and 
of  all  extravagant  excUrfions  of.  &ncy  which  Iiave 
offended  criticiiin  and  propriety,  we  know  not  one 
moR  hateful  and  unnatural,  than  Polydore's  con- 
cIuAve  fpcech  to  the  fourth  aft ;  the  notion  of 
witches,  at  any  rate,  is  contemptible,  but  to  intro- 
duce a  pi^rc  of  thor  noifopne  f^ndezvous,  and  to 
H  2  p'refcnt 
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prdent  them  as  feeding  upon  imps;  £nttncd  with 
the  Uood  of  babes,  is  as  diiguftful  as  it  is  uiuisturaL 
The  ftagc  has,  we  think,  commendabtT^  ibftencd  thai 
moft  tenfurable  palKige. 

The  fifth  a£t  begins  with  Caftalb  lying  on  tU 
ground,  and,  as  we  underfiand  from  his  w6rds» 
taking  a  view  of  deer  which  are  paffing ;  fronl 
whence  he  draws  a  Ihort  comparison  between  ih« 
tranquil  ftate  ^  brutality,  and  die  perturbed  fitua* 
tion  of  rational  bangs.  His  folikiquy  ends  with  a 
wry  grofi  and  fuperfluous  remark :  bdng  coUed 
iipOR  by  his  father,  he  enquires  who  is  fo  wreidied 
but  to  name  him  ;  Acaftio's  defign  is  tliat  of  a  feiu 
fible,  benevolent  parent,  to  reconcile  the  breach  be* 
cween  his  Ton  and  dai^hter-in-law  \  this  defiidjls 
point  he  iiv^  warmly,  and  infills  ttpon  Caftalio^ 
condefcending  to  a  perHmai  interview  with  Moni-^ 
mia,  but  cannot  prevail.  While  they  are  in  debate^ 
Chamont  appears,  fiiU  fraught  witb  injuries  :  Ca£- 
talio  having  heard  the  rough  treatment  his  father 
Iras  received  6xxn  dw  jroung  foldier,  is  prepared  to 
meet  him  on  tJie  moft  defperate  tenns  ;  from  mu- 
tual heat,  and  a^ravating  espreflloas,  t  fatal  deci- 
fion  feems  impending,  die  fearful,  cfieds  of  whidi 
&rc  prevented  by  Acafto's  manly,  ^>ikioed  iniEcrpo- 
fidon,  and  the  timety  appearance  of  Seiina ;  how- 
ever, the  flonn  leems  to  be  lulled  only  for  the  pm- 
fent,  and  the  young  men  part  on  very  angry  terms. 
Acaftohere  again  renews  his  fuit,  in  favour  of  Mo^ 
nimia,  but  without^ffi^  tSl  Fk)reUa  enters  with  a. 
pathetic  account  <^  her  £finfs,  and  an  urgent  (aiih 
eitat'tbn  tofeeCaftiAo;  dtis  melts  aUhisobdtratfe 
ttfolves,'  and  he  hurries  off  to  JiMth  her  ai^^nlh.' 
Ibfay  troth,  he  has  ihewn  himfelf  more  than  &Jfi« 
ciendv 
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aeotly  iMiAr«blc  for  aiiy  ptorocation  iw  im  to- 
ceivedf  ai  die  inattml  circumfbacct  of  vhkh  ilkt 
kigaBccnt;uyec  retnaUis  ubknonra  Co  him. ' 

Monumaenflen  is  foliloquy,  &ckiag  diftmfbedlf 
fer  C^alia»  vfao  oonMs  on  with  all  die  ardat  of  re- 
mcd  paiion^  with  evay  trace  gf  refenmicnt  &ak 
inoMvion. 

Tiiroughotn  duswholefccnc  there  is  an  affeding-- 
pufaoB  of  exprefikxi,  and  connderable  venety  of 
8&UU1 :  Monunia  tints  unincdligibly  fome  hidden 
euife  of  diftre&,  fome  unfeoi  bar  to  the  happincft 
Ik  aiOM  at,  and  vhich  he  fuppo^  refts  totally  it 
her  power.  Grief  and  KUKternefs  ^taie  him  al*- 
tcnucetf « in  a  pitiaUe  manner  -,  at  length  MonLim 
Icms  him  without  any  en^Janadon,  an  entire  pnf 
n  doubts  and  fears. 

At  this  gloomy  period,  upon  diis  perilous  cesi- 
pet  of  mind.  Poly  Jore  enters,  meditating  on  hb  own 
dqilorable  condition,  which  julUy  makes  him  weary' 
•flife.  Hie  brothers  encounter,  Caftalioenquiresfor 
Monimia,  of  wfaom  Foiydore  glooitoly  afftOs  a  tocal 
ignorance  i  the  word  friendfhip  being  mGnti(»ied,Po4. 
lydore  catches  at  it,and  throws  out  ter.ns  of  fufpicicKl 
againft  Caftalio ;  dm  ui^  the  latter  co  a  very  a£> 
ftftioaate  declaration,  and  a  Solicitation  of  oomfbit 
front  die  former,  who  indmaws  he  4ias  none  to^ve. 
At  lengdi,  Caftalio  enters  upon  a  perplexed  expt*- 
Bitiim  of-  his  tnetriage  widi  Monimia,  this  caxkt 
Pt^dote  to  break  into  violent  rcfcntment,  which  ta 
pn»  fcope  tD  in  very  gn^  terms  j  Caftalio  -inaM> 
fefti  an  extraordinary  fparit  trf"  forbearance  j  till,  » 
lift,  bong  repouedly  ftigmatized  as  a  coward,  he 
intwshis  iword,  upon  which  Polydore  voluntarily 
tnflws,  to  end  a  being  which  the  eSeds  mf  -his  own 
intempcnuice 
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intemperance  has  rendered  hateful  cd  him.  Upon 
Cafbalio's  pnx^ving  the  fitiudon  hb  brother  is  in, 
all  enmity  vaniflies,  and  he  laments  the  ciicumftance 
which  occaiions  Polydore  to  own  his  defign,  to  ex- 
plain the  occalion.  M(»umia  comes  in  upon  this 
blood-ftuned  fceoci  and  fcnng  the  iatal  drcum- 
ftance  which  has  happened,  very  juftly  flarts  at  the 
obje£L  Caftalio  now  viewing  her  as  an  ot^eft  of 
lingular  guilt,  leems  to  threaten  de:tth  -,  the  expiring 
brother  exculpates  our  unibrtunate  orphan  infuch  a 
manner,  that  her  unh3{^y  hufband  perceives  his  dif- 
limutation  has  been  the  original  and  ultim^e  cau& 
of  fuch  fad  difafters.  Thus  the  plot  comes  to  a  nn>{t 
jnterefting  crifis  J  Caftaiio  becomes  convinced  of  his 
own  mifcondufli,  and  its  fiital  effects ;  whiie  the  iiM».. 
cent  obje£i:  of  his  rage  and  ill-treatment  dies  of  poifon, 
adminiftercd  by  herfelf—A  circumflance  we  could 
have  wiihed  our  author  to  avoid,  as  fuicide  flioukl 
never  be  rendered  pitiable. 

Chamont  imiiKdiately  enters  upon  the  deceafe  (£ 
his  filfcer,  A-aught  with  the  fame  vindiftive  rage  as 
pofleiledhim  when  U&  he  left  the  ftage ;  but  the  ir- 
icTiilable  ttmpefl;  in  Calt^io's  breaft  overbears  him, 
till  diat  unhappy  viftim  of  violent  love  and  aweak- 
mind,  falls  by  his  own  hand.  Polydore,  who  has 
lingered  much  too  long  on  the  ftage,  yields  his 
breath  on  Callalio's  receivii^  the  fatal  ftab,  and 
Caftalio  himfelf, expires  in  a  few  lines,  lamenting 
the  fi^rrows  which  are  brought  upon  his  aged,  kind 
father,  and  bequeathing  his  birthright  to  Chamont ; 
who,  after  being  a  madman  thnn^h  all  preceding 
icenes  where  he  has  been  concerned,  immetUatdy 
commences  moralift,  and  condudesthe  piece  with  a 
moft  uncomfortable,  vague  and  iode&nfibl^  pofi- 

don, 
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tion,  that  heaven  m^ntaiiu  its  empire  by  the  mile- 
ries  of  mankind ;  whereas,  we  think,  that  the  boun- 
ties and  indulgences  of  providence,  as  they  are 
much  more  excenfive  and  worthy  of  divine  power,- 
b  they  are  infinitely  a  greater  proof  of  it  than  thofe 
dil^jieeable,  painAil  circumftatices,  which  the  fol- 
lies and  vices  of  mankind  bring  upon  themfelves 
and  focietf . 

.  In  this  tragedy  wc  meet  with  many  ftrokes  of  pe- 
culiar ienfibility  i  the  flory  a&rds  great  opportu- 
my  for  fuch,  and  yet  the  plot  not  only  abounds  with 
improbable  irr^laritics,  but. is  originally  founded 
tqnn  a  moft  grols  and  ofienllve  principle  *,  every 
idea  t/  delicacy  is  call;  afide,  and  licentioulhels  made  ' 
die  vehicle  of  meltit^  Impreffions ;  the  ftage  is  To 
incumbered  with  blood  and  death,  that  it  becomes 
a  ^leAacle  of  real  horror  ^  the  chara£t»-$  give  us  in 
general  a  very  unfavourable  Idea  of  human  nature  i 
however,  they  are  well  fupported,  according  to  the 
pinciples  on  which  each  appears  to  be  founded. 

Acafto  is  an  elderly  nobleman, who  has  paJTed  part 
of  has  life  in  a  ftatc  of  honoura  We  activity ;  but  being 
^  many  other  worthy  objects,  neglected  to  make 
way  for  die  preferment  of  more  pliant,  courdy  tem- 
perj,  now  abftradb  himfdf  from  all  public  concerns, 
andmeans  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  domcltic  felicity. 
He  appears  to  be  poffefTed  of  a  good  imderftandiDg, 
and  a  Uberal  mind  i  to  his  children  a  tender  parent, 
to  Monimia,  as  the  daughter  of  a  deceafed  friend 
and  dependent  on  him,  a  kind  proteftor.  No  great 
requifites  are  wanting  to  render  him  rcfpedable  in 
reprcfcntation,  yet  have  we  never  feen  any  performer 
equal  to  our  idea  of  this,  character  -,  Meflrs.  Sparks 
and  Berry,  were  neareft  the  mark.  Meflrs.  Brans- 
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BT  and  GiBsoir,  are  at  prdent  very  poor  ApcAo^ts 
for  it.  Whaterer  ideas  theatrical  gentlemen  may 
form-of  Acaftojwc  are  perfcftify  (rf  opinion,  Uiattw 
BKrits  a  capital  a£tor  to  give  him  due  confcquence. 

CaftaEo  is  diltingujlhed  by  a  foft,  amorous  turn 
of  mind,  whofc  want  of  generous,  open* confidence, 
caufcs  all  the  diltre&ful  circumftances  Vhidi  hsp^ 
pen  3  he  b  much  nVorean  obje£b  of  partial  pity  than 
cftmiation.  With  refpefl:  to  his  brother,  he  certain-  . 
fy  afts  a  mean,  evafive  part  ;  and  mth  Monimia, 
he  akemately  Ihcws  himfcif  a  fool  aid  a  tyrant : 
his  drcumftances  givti  great  fcope  for  the  exertion  of 
various  capital  powers,  which  were  amazingly  well 
fipplicd  in  the  elegant  figure,  bewitching  voice,  and 
eicelicnt  afting  of  Mr.  Barry  ;  who,  in  this  part, 
defied  die  fevereft  oiticifm,  and  jtiftiy  claimed  what 
he  always  obtained,  the  warmcft  applaufc  that  en- 
chanted feelings  could  beftow. 

Mr.  Ross,  tho'  much  fainter,  has  yet  confiderable 
merit ;  he  figui'cd  the  part  well,  his  voice  had  the 
merit  of  harmony,  but  wanted  extent  of  power  for 
the  moft  impafTioned  fcenes.  Mr.  Reddish  is  Tiea- 
vy  and  inadequate  through  the  whole  ■,  nwthcr  his 
love,  grief  nor  rage,  keeps  pace  with  the  author's 
meaning.  Mr.  Smith's  conftant  failing,  famencfe, 
lies  remarkably  heavy  on  him  in  this  part  j  it  is 
true,  he  rifes  above  infipidicy,  but  does  not  ftrike 
out  a  gleam  of  leading  merit.  Mr.  Powell  hit  off 
the  tender  paflages  much  better  than  any  other  com- 
pcdtor,  except  Mr.  Barry  5  but  in  the  fcenes  of 
mere  dialogue,  he  fell  very  Ihort  of  Mr.  Ross  j 
who  perhaps  for  chara^riftic  eafe  and  gentility  in 
them  Ihould  be  placed  firll. 

Polydore 
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Polf dore  is  bold*  opeiv  licentious^  rather  brut^, 
both  in  chara^er  and  exprdlion  ^  ungenerous  and 
bafe  in  his  condu£i;  to  Monimia  to  the  lalt  degree'; 
an  objcA  of  much  didike,  and  very  little  ctleem  -, 
defpifed,  or  rather  detefted  in  life*  unpitied  in  hi» 
fall,  more  againft  the  a£tor  than  for  him. 
,  Mr.  Sparks  was  the  moft  charadlerilbc  perfonner 
'  out  of  many  that  we  have  obferved  i  the  Ipirit  and 
fubtlety  c£  this  part,  he  marked  with  peculiar  merit. 
We  remember  to  have  feen  Mr.  Shekidan  make 
a  moft  lamentable  attempt  at  this  charader,  and  are 
bold  to  fay  upon  recoUe&ion,  that  except  the  bare 
meaning  of  thofe  words  he  uttered,  the  whole  was 
fuch 'a  piece  of  impotent;  diJguftful  performance, 
as  fcarce  any  a£t;or  of  repute  ever  Ihcwed  before  or 
fince.  Meflrs.  Cautherly  and  Wkouohtoh  are 
jffetty  equal  competitors  for  the  palm  of  infipidity  ^ 
to  fay  which  is  wotA  would  puzzle  the  acuteft  crit 
tidiiiv  and  ima^ation  is  aimoft  at  a  lols  to, con- 
ceive the  wretchedoels  of  either. 

Chamont,  in  our  account  of  the  piece,  has  been 
marked  as  an  oddity,  and  an  extraordinary  one  he 
really  is,  but  well  calculjtted  to  fii^  an  able  a£tor 
advantageoufly.  The  quicluiefs  and  ^re  of  look, 
as  well  as  exprcSion  and  geltute,  which  io  eminentlf 
dUtinguilh  Mr.  Qakkick  iron  all  hit  cotnnpQ* 
rarie^  no  where  opcnxt  mole  happily  than  in  Cht- 
monc  }  paflions  which  are  really  abfurd  and  laugluu 
ble,  as  the  author  has  drawn  them,  are  by  him  ren* 
dered  r^ieftable  and  (biking ;  the  calmer  paflaget 
he  delivers  with  unequalled  ^nfibility,  and  his  tran* 
fitioos  to  the  impetuous  ones  are  fo  maibrly,  tiiat  al) 
Attempts  to  defcribc  hb  excellence  muft  injure  ic. 
.    Vol.  U.  I  It 
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'  It  mil  perh^  fcawtly  be-credi^dr  yet  is  rtioft 
(yjrtnniy  true,  thai  we  hatfffeen  Mtt  Qtf  m, -vriiml 
at  teaft'fucty  yearsJ  old,  and  of  fuchcorpuknce  as  to' 
weigh  twenty  ftone,  roll  oi>  for  the  young  Chamonv 

.  in  afuitof  cloathg  hdavy  enough  for  Odidlci  a  pair 
of  ftiff-topped  white'  ^ovies,  dieii  only  wom  by  at- 
tsendants  on  a  funeral,  an  old  fiiihjarMi  nn^or  ing» 
and  blaak  ftockings ;  yet  odd  ai  dm  external  qj-> 
pear^ce  may  feent, -hi»- performance  vai  not  one- 
jot  lefs'  fb  i  andy  without  exaggeration,  we  rnay 
affirt^  that'  there  nevdr  was  any  thing  fo  Uke  bar-' 
lelfju^,'  except-  the  ching  idetf^  as  tliift  vetenan** 
drbhilfr  apol&gy  for  the  juvenile  foldier: 
■  Mr.  SheAidan—  why,,  why didwtcver  meet hini 
in'thispifty,  except  for  Acaibo?  was- untunably- for- 
mal aaid'  ftiff  in  rfie  iftild  icenes,  irkfomely  boifbn-- 
CJiis-ifl  the  inipetuous-tfnes ;  nota  glim|^e  of  itaain 
appeared  throttgH  tlW'^ole,  eiccc^  his  deferipaoff 
rf-*ff-witeh,'  and  tiM  aecftoot  <rf  his  father's  ua^ 
grity.  Mr.  Hollai^d  wodld-bave  been  equally* 
ABi^reeabl«,  bCft  t^t^  his  expreflion)<ii7as  nx»e  tiVdy, 
ittid'his  pcta^era^'^  ««11-  as  figure,- mote  adeiquate-v 

.  th(M]gh'the-bue}arab-of!^R£tat)avfti^MdhtmjnQA 
rfiBfi*irtB!b}y:'  f  i^  -'■-'■. 
",'  Tfie  Ghsplfiitt' W  alHfeH;fupp«wi3  by  Mr.  Love, 
«%TFy"rfddienct^i:uri:peitibly  i*ilh*.  -.- 
■•'•'^te'pftge  we  *{*«  ftert-  dofie  ortitmely  weH  l:^ 
^^afdifl^^l-'sMdj'en,  butapppreheifd,  MUs^Rose^ 
^Sjplaycc!  taft  Jammer  ae  Mf.-FfcWs's,  with  fd 
fhuett  and  wdll  del^rvtsl  aipp'ku&s  would  frxiiR  ■  bev 
ffimfrntwe  fite,  archriefscrf  looki-artd  pccilliar  ftirewd* 
nefi  erf  exppeflion,-fu/palsahj*-wiio  have  come  undc* 

our  notice.  ' '  '     '         !         ♦  . 

-  -3  -Monihiia 
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MoBkBia'is<h-»vnachar26tarorgtcaLeftin»tiai^ 
4ad  couches  the  feelings  of'pity -in  a  .very  peculiv 
manner  -,  her  attachment  to  Caitalip  is-open,  gcne- 
-rousand  c<Hifiant.i  in  fome  paflages,  it  is  true,lhe 
•di&overaa  tcn^icr  Jxirderiag  an  the  violeot.}  how- 
•ercr^flie  uiulergoes  circunUtances  of  peculiar  pco- 
.vocaCHKi,  and  is  ,at  laft  thrown  into  a  molt  dei^rate 
'Saxc.  It  is-  hard  to  fay  how  any  human  mind,  cf- 
:|ieciaUy  (mepoflfHed  of  fcnfibility,  could  fuftain  £> 
diftra£ting  a  fituation ;  but  we  could  heartily  wUh  - 
that  the  author  had  found  a  more-juftifiaUf  method 
of  releaTu^  her  from  care,  than  by  the  aft  of  fuicide, 
which  takes  off  much  from  the  regard  fhe  has  ob- 
tained, and  manifestly  ca&s  a  heavy  Ihade  on  her 
falli  her  taking  .poiTon  in  jfuch  violent  perturbation 
of  niind,-ipay  be  authorized  by  too  many  examples 
in  real  'U&,  and  therefore  is  not  unnaniral,  but  it 
fhould  have  been  avoided,  as  not  only  highly  im- 
moral, but  irrational  alfo. 

TheopioioQ  we  gave  of  Mrs.  Cibb£r  and  Mrs. 
Beu-amy,  in  Belvidera,  may  nearly  point  out  the 
merits  of  thofe  ladies  in  thischara£^er  i  equal  in  the 
.  error  of  fu^-^bng,  we  think  the  latter  looked  and 
ipokc  allpaflages  of  amorous  feeling,  much  better 
than  the  former,;  but  in  rage  and  diilrefs  Mrs. 
CiBBSR  was  no  doubt  equal  to  every  degree  of  con- 
ception. In  the  firft,  iecond  and  third  n&s,  we  have 
very  little  doubt  of  Mrs.  BiLtAMv's  fuperiOTity  ; 
In  the  fourth  and  fifth*  her  great  competitor,  or  ra- 
ther eisunple,  took  the  lead  confiderably. 

Mrs.  Yat£s,  though  pofleflcd  of  powerful  and 

pleating  talents  for  tragedy,  has  a  certain  fhidied 

haughtinefs  of  look,  and  ftifF  mechanifm  of  gefture, 

very  ill  adapted  ui  hch  .a.  pedbnage  as  Monimia ) 

'I  2  tliiucfcnc 
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thcrefijTC  we  never  tafted  critical  pleafure  from  her 
performance  of  it  j  the  mode  being  much  better 
fuited  to  Roxana  liian  our  orphan. 

Mrs.  BARjiy  rather  overfiguresMonimia,  but  by- 
uniting  every  excellence  cjf  thp  two  firft  mentioned 
ladies,  except  Mrs.  Gibber's  amazingly  defcriptivc 
countenance,  wherein  every  feature  fpoke  j  Ihe  xp- 
pears  so  us  the  belt  in  our  recoUeduin.  We  have 
feen  Mrs.  W.  Barrt  make  fuch  t,  Ihlft  with  the 
part  as  might  do  well  enough  on  a  country  ftage* 
but  muft  be  very  infipid  upon  a  Theatre  Royal. 
^  $4ik  Miller,  who  appeared  at  Covent  Garden  laft 
winter  in  Monimia,  has  agreeable  capabilities ;  but, 
as  we  apprehend,  will  never  become  a  capital,  (land' 
ing  di(h  for  cntici&n  to  fcaft  upon. 

Serina  bring  merely  introduced  to  give  Chamont 
a  fweet-hcart,  and  Florella  to  joke  upon  the  difap-" 
pointment  of  Caftalio,  they  cannot  be  fuppofed  of 
Sufficient  note  to  fix  any  aftreij  in  remembrance  ; 
therefore  we  ftiall  pafs  them  without  further  remark. 

After  admitting  much  (^  the  pathos  in  this'  tra- 
gedy, fo  much  as  even  to  render  it  a  good  afting  . 
piece,  we  are  again  to  complain  of  grofs  licentiouf- 
nefe,  without  the  fliadow  of  a  moral ;  wherefore  we 
deem  it  highly  cenfurable,  and  fincerely  lamenting 
fuch  a  vile  proftitutionof  Dtway's  mafterly  talents, 
moft  Gncerely  mfh  it  baniflied  by  general  confent, 
|)och  from  the  glolet  u^d  the  ftagc. 


■  The 
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A  Comedy  by  Mr.  Footz. 


B 


EFORE  we  inveftigate  the  comedy  now  in 
new,  we  hope  our  readers  will  concur  in  <^- 
nion,  that  as  the  author  of  it  is  at  prefent  liyingt  and 
has  had  heavy  charges  of  pcrfonality  in  charaftett 
laid  againlt  him,  it  may  be  an  eiTential  point  of  that 
impartiality  we  profefs,  to  take  a  Ihort  view  of  the 
comic  Mule's  prerogative ;  and  having  cftablifiied 
her  power  witJiin  due,  that  is  falutary  limits,  a  fair  , 
trial  of  the  modem  Ariftophanes  may  enfue. 

We  firft-then  lay  it  down  for  an  irrefragable  pria- 
ciple,  that  as  fatire  could  have  no  juft  exiftence 
without  vices  and  follies,  all  knaves  and  fools,  of 
whatever  country  or .  denominarion,  are  the  natural, 
lawful  game  of  comedy  •,  general  ideas  of  both  may 
be  ftruck  out  to  the  proper  ends  of  amufement  and 
inftruiftion ;  but  how  faint  are  the  effefts  of  fuch 
compared  with  thofe  where  individuals  have  fat  for 
a  well  drawn  pifture  ?  but  then,  fayfome  perfons, 
poflefled  of  falfe  delicacy,  is  it  not  cruel  to  render 
any  particular  character  laughable  or  obnoxious  ? 
to  this  we  readily  anfwer,  that  it  is  really  nature  or 
habit,  not  the  iatirilt,  that  fumifhes  the  caufe  of  ' 
fuch  eRe£b.  For  initance,  a  printer,  with  one  1^, 
could  never  have  been  rendered  the  butt  of  ridicule, 
if  a  coxcomical  vanity  of  appearing  quite  the  fine 
gentleman,  and  a  wit,  with  intellcAs  very  little  a- 
bove 
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bove  common  fenfe>  had  not  marked  him  out  as  a 
character  of  rifibilicy.  If  fuch  a  perfonage  as  Cad- 
wallader  ever  lived,  of  which  there  is  no  doubt. 
Could  tliere  be  richer  or  more  defirable  food  for  ge- 
nius to  feaft  on  ?  his  convulfed  motion  b  not  the 
foundation  of  the  mirth  he  occalions,  his  boafted 
courage,  learning,  love  for,and  contempt  of  his  wife, 
are  fuch  an  olio  of  whim,  that  it  would  have  been 
-  (tnpardonable  in-  a  writer  of  Mi.  Foote's  talents, 
.iiot  to  have  facriticed  him  at  the  fhrine  of  fatire; 
;  however  fome  may  ai^ue  of  cruelty,  we  af&rt,  that 
:  a  dramatic  author,  as  well  as  a  critic,  or  judge  on  the 
.  bench,  Ihould  be  proof  againft  all  influence  of  affi- 

■  ijity,  intimacy,  and  partial  connexions.     If  you  ap- 
{>ly  the  rod  to  a  favourite  chi|d,  it  muft  wound  your 
folin^  J  but  will  you  theref(»e  refrain  due  cor-  ' 
re^Hon,  and  let  him  vegetate  a  wild,  uncultivated, 

.  vnd  perhaps  poijbnous  weed  in  the  field  of  nature. 
If  then  an  acquaintance,or  even  a  friend, who  would 

perhaps  take  umbr^  from  advice  in  private,  renders 
.  lumfelf  ridiculous  or  hatefiil,  what  more  probable 
'  method  of  working  a  reformation,  than  by  ihewing 

iam  a  ftrong  reileifting  mirror  of  his  own  defefb  or 
.  deformides  ?  thus  then,  fuppcfing  d^  perfon  aimed 
'  ;at  takes  it  to  himfelf,  it  b«irs  a  fbong  probability 
,  <rf  rendering  him  fervice,  though  by  a  painful  me- 

■  tSod  ;  if,  as  is  moll-ly  the  cafe,  he  joins  the  public 
,    laugh  at  his  own  pidure,  without  knowing  it,  then 

there  can  be  no  cruelty,  becaufc  he  fuffers  no  p;un 
frpm  it  I  indeed,  if  a  man's  circumfiances  were  in-  _ 
.  vaded,  or  any  branch  of  trade  injured,  except  that 
■nx^  pernicious  one,  methodift  preaching,  the  cafe 
would  alter  much,  and  even  ftrid  truth,  too.pub- 
licly  fpoken,  be  cenfurable. 

That 
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That  writer  who.  comes  neareft  the  grand  point  of 
ttachiffig^its  to  Ifium  oarfeimesy  is  certainly  the  moft 
ufe^ ;  and  in  the  dramatic  fpheic,  if  he  fuperadds- 
pecuBar  huniour,deferves  the  gieateft  flure  of  praife. 
Theflagehas  for  fevfcral  years  dwindledinto  an al- 
moft  ootal  lofs  of  character  andTpirit,  inftcad  of/ 
niiich  is  fubftituted  a  fofc,  fimpering,  v^jue,  decla^; 
HHKffy  chit-chat,  K)  which  is  politely  givoi  the  un-^ 
fflcanii^  title  of  fenttmental  dialc^ie. 

The  Lame  Lovsb  opens  with  Serjeant  Circuie, 
«e  fear  a  vtry  common  charadxr,  and  his  daughta : 
QiarloCte,  in  warm  conlertnce  about  fome  gallant^ 
«i6ch  the  fi»-nier  favours,  bat  to  whom  Charlocw 
makes  fome  ftrong  and  fenfibie  cd)jeAions.  The 
old  fplitterof  caufes,  as  he  is  afterwards  emphatically' 
calkd,  argues  humoroufly  in  quaint  tenna  of  litiga--- 
don,  and  endeavouri^jg  to  explab  the  matter,  by  a. 
ta&t  in  pomt,  he  puz^es  himfelf  in  a  very  laughable 
Dianoer,  leavii^  the  p(»nt  more  uninteUig^le  thaw 
he  found  it. 

Upon  mention  of  Sir  Luke  Limp,  the  young  Izdjo 
fnggefts  that  he  has  other  motives  of  att^Sion  diaiv 
hb  pretended  paffion  for  her,  to  biing  him  to  ttw 
fe^^nt*s  houfe  \  upon  bdng  interrogated  concern- 
ing  hcf  meaning,  (he  hints  a  view  upon  her  niother-t 
b-Uw,  Mn.  Circut ;  this,  as  {be  cannot  bring  anyi 
pof^ve  proc^,  die  lawyer  treats  with  indi^renccy 
«td  imputes  it  to  her  jealoufy  of  thebaron^t.  Here 
addcriptidii  of  that  gentleman  drawn  in  lively  terms 
Occurs  :  fpcaking  of  Sir  Luke's  being  vam,  even  of  ' 
defefts,  we  meet  this  excellcnl  remark  1  "  To  be 
futt,  fuftainii^  unavoidable  evils  with  conftancy, 
isa^  certain  fign  c^  greatnefs  of  mind  -,  but  then,  to 
tlBrivc  vanity  fi-oln  aitusfortunCiWiU  i)ot(  lam  afriud, 

be 
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be  admitted  as  a  vaft  inftailce  of  wiiBom,  and  indeed 
looks  as  if  the  man  had  nothing  betKr  to  diftiitguilh 
himfelf  by."  The  abfurd  defire  of  hunting  afur, 
and  bcmg  attached  to  ipcople  of  fortune,  merely  for 
fake  Cff  their  titles,  is  alfo  alledged  agunft  Sir  jjuke, 
whom. Charlotte  ftiles,  and  ludicroully  proves  a  mere 
nobody,  upon  very  ample  argiimcnts.  With  thefc 
preparatives  he  enters,  full  of  vivacity,  loquacity, 
and  feif-opinion  -,  his  very  outfet,  defcribing  hb 
companions,  and  the  new  chriftening  of  Charlotte, 
as  he  calls  it,  has  a  ftrong  zeft  of  humour.  Upon 
the  lawyer's  obferving  that  Sir  Luke  is  notMog 
worie  for  the  lols  of  a  1^,  our  whimftcal  baronet 
turns  his  misfortune  to  advantage,  by  obferving, 
that  a  falfe  limb  is  free  from  all  the  apprehenfrons 
of  injury  and  fen&tions  of  pain,  which  commonly 
attend  a  real  one  \  there  is  fomething  extretnely 
whimftcal  in  his  remarks  upon  what  he  calls  the 
redundancies  of  human  nature,  and  his  challei^ing 
the  hot-headed  Swifs  to  run  corking  pins  inTO'  the 
calves  of  ihcir  legs,  is  not  only  laughaWe  from  .the 
oddity  of  idea,  but  a  juft  and  fevere  farcafm  a^- 
gwnft  boafters  of  courage  and  ftoicifm. 
■  A  fsrvant  here  enters  with  Sir  Gregory  Goofe's 
complimentary  invitation  to  Sir  Luke,  who  mcn- 
cions  a  previous  engagement;  but,  upon  hearing  that 
Sir  Greg,  is  returned  a  member  of  parliament,  he 
throws  afide  Jiis  promile  to  Alderman  Inkle,  uid 
comj>lics  with  the  requeft  of  his  brother  baronet. 
"  In  a  very  fliort  fpacc  the  footmui  returns  wth  x  • 
letter,  which  proves  to  be  a  felicitation  of  Sir  Luke's 
company  from  Lord  Brentford  }  this  occafioi^  an 
embcrraffment,  how  to  get  off  with  Sir  Grt^v  bM 
i^e  fends  an  apology  for  that  purpofe.  Charlotv 
takes 
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takes  nodce  how  the  gradations  of  rank  muft  g^v«' 
way  to  each  other;  up6n  which,  Kr  Liike,  by  way 
of  defence,  pays  ibme  comj^nnents  to  the  attni6tivei 
quallBcations,  efpecially  the  wit  of  Lotxl  Brentford,' 
(rf  which  finne  very  laughable  proofs  are  given  \ 
fiich  as  taking  ready  furnilhed  lodgings,  and  hiring 
a  coach  by  the  month  to  evade  a  late  aft,  which  li- 
mits privilege,  alfo  paying  hb  debts  alph&berically  \ 
nothing  can  be  more  whimfically  plealant  than  the 
flcMy  of  his-loidfhip  uid  the  coachmaker. ' 

Uptm  Serjeant  Circuit's  appearing  loth  to  part 
irith  Sh*  Luke,  the  loquacious  baronet  enumerates 
feveral  curious  eng^;ement3  which  call  for  his  im- 
tnoliate  attention.  As  he  is  going  oF,  the  {errant 
lecums  in  violent  hafte,  with  comfdiments  from  a 
duke  i  this  pu^  Sir  Luke  into  an  irrefiftable  flutter  % 
Ins  fvomi&s  to  Sir  Gr^  and  Lonj  Brentford  throw 
Wm  intt>  great  perplexity  ;  but  bang  informed  that 
die  duke  is  wudng  for  him  in  his  0am  eoath^  with 
the  toronets  on,  every  idea  of  Ms  other  friends  is  fa- 
crificed,  and  he  franies  a  moft  extraordinary  excufc 
for  Lord  Brentford,  no  Ids  than  his  being  rendered 
tnc^>able  of  attending,  as  two  b^%  had  arrefted 
and  c^ried  him  into  the  Borough. 

Mrs.  Circuit  finding  upon  her  entrance  that  Sir 
Luke  is  gene,  t)m>vra  out  fome  oblique  hints  as  if' 
her  ^ence  had  haftened  his  departure.  The  fer- ' 
jeant  mentioning  that  he  had  been  Iblicittd  to  attend 
Kingfton  affizes,  for  one  c£  the  judges,  afks  if  his 
goii^  mil  be  agreeable  to  his  lady,  who  feems  well' 
pleafed  at  the  idea  of  getting  rid  of  him  for  a  litde 
time.  The  4iame  of  his  fon  Jack  occurring,  Mrs. 
Circuit  objefts  to  the  lad's  being  brought  up  to.the 
bar,,  and  gives  it  as  berppinion,  that  a  cotnmifGon 
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in  the  zrmf  irouU  enliven  his  luniral  ftupidity  wkh 
a-Iiole  6xe  i  to  which  the  Serjeant  awakes  this  very 
preg^urat  reply,  **  Tcue,  love  -,  wid  a  knowledge  ef 
the  law,  may'tit  be  amils  to  Fefiroiii  his  fire  a  linle.'' 
Whore  this  occelliMU  ftroke  points  it  is  pcedl^  10 
explain. 

.  The  lerjeant  indmiUu^  that  he  fhoi^d  be  gUd  if 
Mrs.  Circuit  would  fbay  to  hear  his  foa's  impfove- 
ment,  14  aofwercd  by  the  Ipdy*  thai  lb?  has  buJiaeJ* 
of  much  concern  to  eijgage  her  aittntion  i  partieti- 
larly  as  Ihe  ezpeds  to  be  ballotted  for  as  a  member 
qf  the  ladies  club.  She  then  eaqimes  vhm  hte 
)}uft>atid  intends  to  kt  her  have  m^ney  for  the  d^ 
chatge  of  her  gaming  debts :  to  diLsj  in  the  law 
phrafe,.  he  rather  demurs,  and  with  a  trtie  pcdfi^- 
iog  ipkit,  propofes  to  avul  him^lf  of  the  ftatutcff 
a^^inft  gaming,  by  which  not  qnly  a3\  (}eraaods  ft' 
gwift  his  wife  may  be  preveated,  but  raon^  oaads- 
ioto  the  bar^n  ;  this  the  lady  treats  with  very  i^- 
rited  contempt.  In  their  alKtcatioR  the  following; 
valuable  remark  relapye  to  the  tSe&  gaming  amoi^ 
the  higher  has  t)pon  ^e  lower  claiTes  of  life,  occurs,. 
**  Whilft  fupeiiors  are  throwing  away  their  fortunes 
and  independence  o^^vf,  you  can't  think  but  dieir 
domelHcs  are  following  their  exam^^  ialaat ;  the 
cmilequeiioe  of  which,  is,  (he  ivaos  diftreij  thac 
throws  the  matter  or  mifireis  into  the  power  <^-aBy> 
who  are  willing  Kipyrch^ttwin,  by  a  regular  g?r>- 
dauon  feduces  the  fervantsto  anions  tfaou^  .more 
.  erimtHoIf  perh^  not  Icf^atrpcifits"  We  kn^w  not 
ai^  pailage  of  fimilar  length,  in  any  audior,  Whieb 
conveys  more  uiefiil  fatire,  ftn&er  truth,  or  mem 
comfffehenfive  good  lc»de. 

The 
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The  bdf  ,not  kt  all  pkafed  mtfa  her  husband's  rea>^ 
ibning,  inftfts  pieroinpiiorilj  chi  a  pecuniary  fapply  td 
lave  her  Amwbt,  as  fhe  phrafes  iL  This  draws  from 
the  ferjeaM  a  di£btation  iipon  the  wihyI  honour,  lb 
k%hly  pleafii^  to  us,  that  weamoot  refift  the  temp-f 
tsdon  ^  trmTcribing,  as  worthy  the  peruial  and 
recolleftiDn  c^  every  reader. 

"  My  hcMKiur  is  in  pava !  Good  Lord  !  how'  a 
century  wfll'  alttr  the  rocaning  <^  words  :  formerly, 
chaftity  was  the  boMgur  of  .women,  and  good  faith  and 
ixttgrity  the  hmmr  of  men ;  but  sew,  a.  lady  who 
ruins  ho*  fusiily  by  punftoaUy  paying  her  loflcs  a£ 
finyy  and  a  gentleman  who  kills  lus  bcft  friend  in  a' 
frivolous  quarrel^  arc  your  cmly  tip-top  people  -  of 
hontar.  Well,  let  them  go  ui,  it  brings  gtiil:  to 
our  iziiH  ;  -^  white  both  &xes  ftick  clofe  to  their 
ifonatT^  we  fhall  never  want  bufine&t  either  at 
Do£lor*s  Commons  of  the  Old  Bailey."  Never  ^aa 
4  truer,  bolder,  or  more  inftruftive  pidure  of  the 
times  draiani  than  in  tliis  fpeech  ;  which  alone  is 
worth  whok  &enes  of  tbofit  dialogue  aovds  called 
cooncdies. 

Ad  die  lecond  begins  with  the  feijeant  and  his 
hopeful  fon  Jack  i  Mr.  Faiiplay,  an  attts'ney,  is  in- 
troduced, who  tecommends  the  cafe  x£  one  Mr.- 
Woodf(»dtQ  the  feijcant,  iriio,  after  fotnc  inttrro^ 
gadons  and  doulxs,  dcfircs  Fairplay  to  call  on  him- 
f<H&  other  time^  Thi^  gentleman  bcingdi^tched,  - 
Jock  acquunts  his  father  of  dients  trho  have  cdlcd'. 
^r  has  affiftance  in  two  very  fingular  cafes  ;  ifpon  l 
vhich  the  £crjeHnt  malos  lama  very  laiiighfifale,  cha-i 
rafteriflic  remarks,  and  then  proceeds  to  qucftioir 
his  fon  upon  ioma  paints  of  litigation,  to  which  fuchi 
aofir4n  ixiiffinn,  as  manifirft  a  fund  cf  ineHibble* 
K  2  humour ; 
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humour ;  particularly  the  cafe  of  the  cow,  which, 
however  ludicrous  it  may  fecm,  certainly  gave  a  hint 
of  the  moft"  ferious  importance  for  prcfervation  of 
that  worthy  gentleman  who  was  tried  lately  for  fet- 
dng  his  houfc  on  fire ;  whofe  acquittal  depended 
tiponfomething  extremely  fimilartothe  fhrewd  a/Ier- 
don,  that  though  cattle  may  be  cows,  it  by  no  means 
follows  that  cows  muft  be  cattle. . 

ASta  the  fcijeant's  departure  for  Kingfton,  Char- 
iMte  enters,  for  whwn  Jack  has  a  letor  ftom  young 
'Woodfbrd  which  lie  delivers,  and  reccunmenda  to 
his  fifter's  noti(^  with  a  confiderable  Ihue  of  boyilh 
humour;  upon  readmg  the  tender  epMtle,  Char- 
lotte difclaims  all  knowledge  of  its  author. 

After  Jack  has  exerted  his  fimple  eloquence  in 
favour  of  Woodford,  and  prevailed  upon  his  fiftw 
to  g^ve  ibme  gleam  of  hope,  Mrs.  Circuit  enters, 
and  diihiifies  both  the  brother  and  fifter  from  \as 
prefence  •,  then  enquires  after  a  letter  or  mellage, 
and  orders  a  colkuon  for  fome  company  Ihe  expe^ 
to  be  got  ready.  Being  alone,  fhe  meditates  on  her 
fituation  as  candidate  to  be  a  member  of  the  female 
coterie,  and  throws  out' fome  curious  remarks  on 
the  dirppfitbn  of  time  amongft-iine  ladies.  In  the' 
midft  of  a  moft  pleafing  reverie,  Betty  brings  on  a' 
letter,  which  being  opened  with  great  eagemefs,  un- 
folds the  lamentable  chance  of  having  loft  the  very' 
intereftjng  efcftion  ;  this  fo  much  overpowers  fiw  - 
ag^tattd  fpirits  that  ftie  faints,  a  circumftance  which 
'  neceflarily  occaOons  irnu^  buftle  and  confufion;' 
in  the  midft  of  it  Sir  Luke  entera,  and  exens  afl  his^ 
care  to  recover  the  diftrefled  'lady.  '  This  being  e&  i 
fe6bed,  the  fervants  are  dHmified,  and  Mrs.  Cmniit  ■ 
delires  the  knight  taread  the  laser,  which  he  does, 
2  ■  and. 
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and  at  the  bottom  finds  what  he  thinks  a  circutn- 
ftancc  of  great  comfort,  viz.  that  fhe  has  had  fixteen 
almonds,  and  but  two  railins  againll  her.  This 
fcene  is  juftly  and  pleafantly  pointed  at  an  ellablifH- 
ment  ridiculous  to  the  higheft  degree,  which  has 
been  fuggeftcd  and  countenanced  by  fome  ladies  a£ 
leading  fafliion. 

Upon  the  appearance  of  Colonel  Secret  and  Mrs. 
Simper,  who  mention  Mrs.  Circuit's  difappoint-, 
ment,  flie  aSc&s  great  indifference,  and  declares, 
that  the  matter  has  happened  entirely  through  her 
own  dcfign,  then  invites  her  guefts  to  the  cotlation 
in  another  room ;  this  makes  room  for  Jack  and 
Woodfprd,  the  former  introduces  the  latter  to  his 
fitter's  room,  and  then  returns  to  keep  watch  -,  Iiis 
Ibliloquy  is  fi^ught  with  real  humour,  arifing  from 
very  pleafant  and  charafteriftic  tranfitions  :  while 
be  is  making  obfervations  Betty,  the  maid,  furpiizes 
him,  and  feeing  young  Woodford  in  Charlotte's 
room,  deckres  (be  will  acquaint  the  ferjeant ;  this 
alarms  Jack,  who  endeavours  to  difTuade  her,  but 
finds  fome  difficulty,  as  Mifs  has  offended  Betty  by 
mentioning  her  drums.  Some  good  fVrokcs  arc 
thrown  out  againft  the  ignorant  vanity  of  fervants 
apcing  the  extravagancies  of  their  matters  and  miC- . 
trefles  ;  when  this  pert  chamber-maid  is  called  08;  ' 
by  the  ringing  of  her  mifh-efs's  bell,  Woodford  re- 
enters, and  is  quelKoncd  by  Jack,  in  low  terms,  whe- 
ther he  has  gained  his  fuit,  to  which  replying,  that 
he  thought  it  too  hard  to  prefy  for  fentence  fo  foon, 
Jack  reproves  his  diffidence,  and  is  going  to  fUggeft  ' 
fome  affiftance,  when  fight  of  Kis  father  frights  them 
into  Charlotte^s  chamber  again. 

At 
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At  the^  be^pnotng  of  the  third  ai^  Sir  Luke,  &c. 
Are  difcovered  at  the  coUatbn,  and  a  very  entertaiiv- 
ing  burldque  upon  the  disjointed  nothingne^  of 
polite  chit-cha,t  enfues ;  at  length  the  ferjeaot  being 
mentioned.  Sir  Luke  o0ers  to  introduce  him,  whick 
furprizes  Mrs.  Circuit,  as  ihe  fuppoies  him  at  King- 
fton.  The  baronet,  with  a  degree  of  whim  very  ■ 
fuitable  to  his  charadter,  brings  forward  a  block 
with  one  of  the  lawyer's  large  whigs  on  it,  this 
Mrs.  Circuit  falutes,  as  the  im^  of  her  lord  :  be- 
ing determined  to  have  him  at  tabk  as  an  objeA  <^ 
mirth,  fhe  goes  off  for  a  ferjeant's  gown ;  the  mock 
figure  being  thus  complete,  Sir  Luke's  prolific  br^ 
fu^iefts  another  ftroke  of  humour,  which  is  to  plead 
a  caufe  before  the  ferjeant,  as  an  indulgence  uii  his 
darling  paflion.  Ko  fooncr  faid  than  agreed  to^whea 
the  two  ladies  and  gentlemen  go  off  to  get  proper 
habiliments.  While  they  are  prq)aring  Serjeaoc 
Circuit  comes  OR,  ruminating,  on  the  hint  Charlotte 
had  given  him,  refpefting  Sir  Luke  and  her  mother- 
in-law  }  feeing  the  collation,  he  is  refolved  to  par- 
take, and  for  that  purpofe  going  to  a  chair,  he  fees 
his  own  fimilitude  at  the  head  of  the  uble,  which  at 
firftftardes  and  puzzles  him  to  know  the  meanings 
however,  he  puts  the  favourable  conflrudtion  upon 
it,  that  his  wi^'s  fingular  r^ard  makes  her  ftudious 
of  having  fbmething  in  his  abience  to  refemblc  hjm-t 
happy  in  this  idea,  he  fits  down  and  enjoys  the  wine, . 
&C.  very  freely:  approachii^feetinterrupthis  jollity, 
when  looking  out,  and  feeing  the  appearance  of  fiHir 
l^^ers,  he  determines  to  iecretc  himiclf,  and  filps 
xo  that  end  under  the  gown,  with  this  vety  pennant 
remark,  that  it  is  not  tj^firlt  fraud  it  Ins.  covered 
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Fitpanitory  go  the  pleading.  Sir  L\^  throws  out 
Ibtne  cutting  farcafins  agmnit  perverlioos  of  law,  fay 
firft  bbferving,  that  they  are  only  a>rdebate  upon 
die  cutting  down  ef  a  tree,  without  taking  any  no- 
ticefif  a  borough,  which  is  the  real  point  in  difpute ; 
vid  next  by  expreSuig  his  hopes  that  none  of  his 
limhrcn  have  touched  on  both  fides. 

Mrs.  Circuit,  as  counfcl  for  Hobfoiv  the  plaintiff, 
vithmoO:  loquacious  volubility  and  abundaoceof 
drcumlocutbn,  not  only  dates  but  iUuftrates  the 
cafe  j  flic  defcribes  the  utility  and  beauty  of  the 
plumb-tree  in  queflion,  givbg  aUb  an  account  of 
ifac  clandcftine  and  injuiious  manner  in  which  ic 
las  been  cut  down  -,  from  thence  deducing  in  the, 
uTual  manner*  ftrong  hope  thai  a  verdict  will  be 
fixind  for  the  plainciE 

Sir  luuke,  for  tlje  defendant  nies>  and  aiter  fotnC' 
imagined  interruptions,  proceeds  with  milch  formal, 
pompoficy,  CO.  fat  afide  his  ant^oniffs  ai^;unient5y 
viucfa  he  traces  with  ftrift  method,  purfuihg,  as  he 
frfin&s  it,  the  probable  and  tlw  pofidve  proo^,  both 
vfaich  he  controverts  in  a  very  ludicrous  manner  i 
contending,  that  the  plumb-tree  which  has  been  re- 
prefenttd  as  Jb  beautiful  and  fo  excellent,  was  not 
(xdy  leaBefs,  limble&,  sa^  almoft  lifelds,  but  alfo  of 
an  impoverlihed  fpecies,  far  inferior  to  feveral  other 
lie  mentiDns.  Here,  by  a  kind  of  inftind^  the  real 
^jeant  bolts  forward,  and  mentions  green-gages  as 
of  fuporior  quality  ;  the  fight  of  fo  unexpefted  a 
pcrfon  concludes  the  trial,  and  leaves  only  the  fer- 
j*ant,  widi  his  friend  Sir  Luke,  on  the  ftage  ;  the 
fctiner  has  been  ia  delighted  with  the  pleattings,  that 
ig  full^ee  tie  infiftsu^n  the  baronet's  fitting  down 
Md  cakii^  a  cbearfiilglais  mth him ;  bothof  thefe 
'  gentlemen 
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law   Cmw. 

gentlemen  bang  previoufly  fluftered, '  a  few  bumy 
pers  force.theflowof  fpirits  to  intoxicaticML 

Arrived  at  this  crirtcal  p(Mnt,  Sir  Luke  bc^ns  to 
onbofijm  himfclf,  and  by  very  natural  degrees  for 
fuch  a  fituation,  furniihes  the  ferjeant  widi  very  in- 
telligible hints  of  his  intimacy  with  Mrs.  Circuit  :- 
the  leijeant  for  Tome  time,  po&Sed  of  a  particular 
portion  of  confidmt  (hipidity,  forms  no  dear  idea 
of  what  he  hears  ;  atlaft,  havir^fudi  an  explana- 
tion as  he  cannot  pdlibly  relift  cs*  mi£ip[»chend,  he 
breaks  out  in  terms  of  high  rcfentment  agtunft  his 
wife,  but  thoroughly  exculpates  Sir  Luke,  and  a 
moft  whimfical  compaA  of  friendlhip  is  entered  into 
by  the  offender  and  offended  -,  when  Mrs.  Cirrmt, 
vho,  as  it  appears,  has  been  lillKning  to  this  cunotis 
'  tete-a-tctc,  bolts  in,  and  rates  her  intimidated,  cre- 
dabus  hufband  mott  foundly  ;  upon  which,  he 
jcnns  her  in  attackir^  Sir  Luke,  and  bids  him  with- 
terms  of  infamy  get  out  of  his  houie :  thus  Sir 
Luke  is  driven  into  Charlotte's  chamber,  whence  hi> 
appearance  draws  Jack,  Woodford,  and  the  young 
lady ;  frefh  furpriTe  here  breaks  in  upon  the  fe^eant, 
however,  upon  recognizing  Woodford,  and  hoping 
that  the  young  man's  view  of  fortune  may  be  at- 
tainable, hearing  from  Sir  Luke  alio  that  the  ftory 
of  hb  wife  4?aG  to  prevent  the  baronet's  marriage 
with'his  daughter,  matters  fublide  into  atolerable- 
calm,  and  the  ccnnedy  ends  with  a  promife  of  con-- 
jugai  obedience  from  the  ferjeant  to  his  dear,  injured 
lady. 

Having  thus  traced  the  fcenes  and  general  par- 
port  of  this  pifcCy  we  arc  now  to  confider  the  uni- 
ties and  the  characters,  in  a  morediftin£t  manner  ^ 
as  to  the  former,  Ariftotle  lumfclf  could  not  hove 
wifliicd 
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^^ed  them  more  ftriftly  adhered  to,  as  to  the  latter 
they  have  confiderable  force,  variety  ahd  novelcy : 
the  moral  of  this  piece  is  father  complicate  thait 
finglc  1  more  deducible  from  the  p>erfonages  of  the 
drama  diftin£Uy,  than  the  general  action. 

In  the  Seijeai^t  ytc  find  abufe  6f  law  and  i^uity 
Jarirized  with  a  very  keen  and  pleafant  degree  of 
humour;  in  his  wife  the  falfe  fpirit  6f  wilhing  to 
jdn  in  even  the  vicious  difllpations  of  high  li^.  h 
laughably  ridiculed  i  and  by  Sit  Luke  Limp,  buft- 
Hng,  talking  inligniScance,  uniKd  to  a  ridiculous 
aKftion  for  nde^  is  adniirably  fet  forth.  The 
dialogue  of  this  piece  is  lively,  pregnant  and  terfe,' 
K»  a  confiderable  degree  of  excellelicc. 

Serjeant  Circuit  is  one  of  thofe  deteftable  pra£ti- 
lifflicrs  who  ftudy  die  wrong  fide  of  kw  more  than 
die  right,  and  prefer  perverfion  to  juftice ;  as  know- 
ing, according  to  an  obfervarion  in  this  comedy, 
that  A  bad  caufe  is  more  profitable  than  a  good 
one ;  he  is  a  knave  in  fociety,  yet  credulous  and  a 
dupe  to  his  wife  j  an  admirer  of  Sir  Luk^s  oddi- 
ties, which  he  miftakcs  for  wit,  humour,  fpirit  and 
politcnels.  This  chara^er  is  drawn  with  great  abi* 
iity,  and  poflcfles  a  kind  of  dry,  intricate  pleafantry, 
fanewhat  difficult  to  hit  oflf  fuccefcfully  ;  notwidi- 
flanding  which  Mr.  Vandehmere  gave  us  confi- 
derable fatisfafHon ;  and  we  doubt  whether  his  per- 
formance of  the  Serjeant  would  be  mended  by  any 
gentleman  of  either  houfe,  unlels  Mr.  YATEs'un- 
dcrexik  him,  whofe  talents  in  fuch  a  vein  of  hu- 
mour arc  inimitable. 

Sir  Luke  Limp  is  as  laughable  a  compound  as 
ever  was  mingled,  made  up  of  vanity,  alTurance  and 
verixtfe  nothingneis,  an  obfequious  appendage  of 

Vol.  II.  L  quality. 


74     TiK  DRAMATIC  CENSOlt, 

^uaiky,  and  the  hun],ble  lervwt  of  any  body  who' 
iriU  grajcify  \\\%  biify  difpofiUon*  tq^  t^anfafting  any 
(pmnvfliOP,  Ho¥XY?r  trifling  or  ridicylpMs  i  it  t$ 
VVpoOibk  C9. rc^ this p^ without tafting  iju high' 
relilHed  ingrcditfnts,  but  we  are  very  certain  that  th^ 
fiwft  conwption  which  ha*  not  boai  pr*fe»t  at  the 
^ipiating  aitwo  of  Mr..  FQQXfi,  mufthaw  hut  * 
yipry  fwnt  idea  of  the  baKmet ;.  his  vivacity,  variety,. 
apd%c8Q£«xprdrion  through  tb«  whole,  rathec 
fyiT9flpth4nf»^£t)9^(^his  u&udexwUewiae.- 
Jfaplf;  Citcuji  i*,  g,  well  draim  piece  of  ihrewd  fiin*' 
tti^ity,  and.  cwiy<ijfd  ^  Mc.  WjeiTOs's  peculiar 
utnoMT,  fa  forceabk  ta  a^Laudiimcew^ffi^inul  rich^ 
food  for  laughjiici:. 

Mrs-  CiKiitF  i9  K  nuxture  oi-  r^iavf,  and  weak^ 
tw4«t  vl?ii;h.  ipde^  arc  coniioonly  uojud  :  to  ixje 
that,Mr9.  CAi^o^vsa  Ihrsed  takmcs  peculiarly  hap' 
py,  cfpRciaDy  io  pleading  th?  caufe  of  the  plumb- 
i|ree,  is,,r^lii#r  tpo  fwDt  pcaifc  fof  h«r  riiing  and  &u 

Charlone,  the  Serjeant's  daugHtcTt.fisenis  to  be  a 
fepfiblc  youiigladf,  and  tallies  her  father  in  the 
iVft  fcene  very  agreeabljr ;  her  ftrifhires  t^ion  Sir 
l^uke  Uvmpt  and  ibm&  other  characters,  diicover 
d'<rcet7in}cnt»  undcrftandif^  and  hufflOur.  Mrs.. 
jii^w^Lin  wiuife  chief  fault  is.  a  little  waru  of  ei&o* 
ti4  fpiril  ui  escpreifion,  fupportcd-  the^  delicacy  of 
thjis  part  in  an  agreeable  manner.. 

The  Cbflo^iermaid^  who.  varies  Itttk  fronr  the 
geoerai  run.of  that  caft,wa*  well  enough  perfonated. 
by  Mrs.  Read.  The  reft  of  the  charaSers  are  too 
iocontiderabk  to  lay  more,  than  that  the  performers 
did  them  as  W..-U  as  could  be  cxpefted. 

Upon. 
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Upon  dte^olc,  this  comedy,  vella^d,  tnuft 
ever  pjcafc  the  genera!  car,  but  in  the  iJofct,  if  we 
judge  right,  it  *i!l  oiily  be  acceptable  to  the  intet- 
^gcnt  few  who  can  tafte  the-  poignancy  of  its  fating 
and  comprehend  the  bent  of  its  humour  j  a  ftrong 
proof  of  AcrUng  vKaii  k  its  having  every  nigbc 
'[ifeii  above  a  capricious  prejudice  which  iUtcaded 
^  Bdt  r^pre^intstioR. 


X.  2  CYMBfeLINE 
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C   Y   M   B   E   L   I   N  E. 

A    TRAGEDY. 
Altered  from  Shakespeare  by  Garrick. 


Nc 


I  O  author's  works  were  ever  inveftigattd  by  fo 
many,  and  fuch  able  commentators,  in  the  fame 
fpace  of  time  as  Shakespeare's  have  been,  within 
the  lait  half  century :  in  many  places  he  Itands  iit- 
debud  to  their  elucidations^  in  many  others  they 
have  rather  clouded  than  ■thrown  light  upon  his 
ideas }  feveral  of  his  pieces  have  undergone  advan- 
tageous alteration,  and  we  repeat  a  wifh  already 
mentioned,  that  an  edition  of  his  plays,  cleared  from 
the  abundance  of  fuperfluous,  trifling,  ofienAve, 
incoherent  palT^es  which  incumber  them,  was  pre- 
pared for,  and  given  to  the  public. 

Reconciling  any  play  written  by  fo  unparalelled  a 
genius  to  the  ftage,  deferves  particular  praifc,  as 
thereby  public  entertainment  is  much  enriched,  and 
noble  flights  of  genius  brought  to  a  general  know- 
ledge ;  the  tafl;  is  arduous,  and  attended  with  much 
hazard  -,  in  this  light  we  are  to  conflder  the  piece 
before  us,  and  Ihould  rather  give  Mr,  Garrick  ge- 
neral approbation  for  his  bold  attempt,  than  point  out 
jnduftrioufly  the  defeats  of  his  alteradon  -,  but  how- 
ever goodnaturedly  Inclined  the  Dramatic  Censor 
may  be,  yet  flirift  juftice,  as  heretofore,  mufl:  be 
^Itmed  at,  void  of  aU  prejudiced  praife  or  cenfure. 

m     2  cym^ 
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Cymbeline  opens  with  Fifanio  ami  a  gentleman 
converfing  on  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  court  -,  from 
their  conference  we  learn  that  the  old  monarch  is 
uneafily  fituated,  as  his  daughter,  by  a  former  wife, 
whom  he  intended  for  the  fon  of  a  widow  lately  ef- 
poufed  by  him,  has  given  herfelf  in  marriage  to  3 
perfon  of  much  inferior  rank,  but  great  worth  as  a 
man  :  the  account  of  Pofthumus's  birth  and  qua- 
lifications prepare  an  audience  well  for  admitting 
him  to  favour  1  mention  is  made  of  two  of  Cym- 
beline's  ions  lofb  in  their  infimcy,  which  as  one  of 
the  charade)  s  obferves,  is  a  circumftance  calculated 
^  ftrain  credibility. 

The  Queen  entering  with  Pofthumus  and  Imo- 
gen makes  fair-faced  profeflions  of  fricndflitp  to 
the  young  pair ;  but  the  princefs  righdy  fees 
throi^h  the  thin  veil  of  her  hypocrify,  and  tender- 
ly intimates  it  to  her  hufband,,  whofe  departure  Ihc 
roqiUFCS,  yet  pathetically  laments  -,  his  return  is  af- 
&£tionate.  The  royal  ftep-dame  re-enters,  and 
Jeen)s  apprehenfive  of  the  king's  feeing  Pofthumus, 
yet  mentions  afidc  her  intention  of  brin^g  him  to 
the  view  Ihe  feigns  to  dread  fo  much  -,  a  ring  and 
bracelet,  as  mutual  remembrancers  of  affeftion  arc 
interchanged,  with  expreffions  of  delicate  foftnefs. 
Cynjbeline's  abrupt  entrance  and  terms  of  reproach, 
hurry  Pofthumus  off  the  ftage  ;  Imt^n  fuftains 
many  harfh  terms  from  her  enraged  father,  and  the 
Queen  gets  her  fljare  for  fuffering  the  interview  with 
Pofl:'hun:ius. 

From  PifaniOr  who  was  fent  to  fee  his  lord  on 
board,  we  learn  that  he  has  failed  -,  it  appears  to 
us,  that  the  alterer  of  this  play  might,  without 
ihrownng  any  weiglit  on  reprcfcntation,  have  fiir-. 
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Cymldlmt. 

Ailhed  matter  to  give  Kfanio  more  probable  time 
for  "what  he  defcribes ;  what  pafles  between  di4 
princefs  and  Mm  refpedkig  her  hufband's  depar- 
ture U  pathetically  pitfturcTque. 

Th'e  Queen  next  appevs,  with  Comdiiis  s  phy- 
fician,  fromwhom  fhe  receives  a  phial  of  fuppofed 
poifon,  which  with  mofl:  murderous  intention  flie 
forces  upon  Pifanio,  under  a  maflc  of  friendthip, 
ibUciting  Iwm  ,to  influence  his  niiftrefs  Imc^n  hi 
favour  of  her  fon  ;  this  female  monfter  is  tfuly  of- 
frnfipt,  sttd  ra&er  diigrareful  to  humv»  Jiaturc  j 
KdWever,  xhc  feeling  mind  ^as  a  comfort  in  prophe^ 
ttcally  percdving  that  her  abominabje  defigns  arft 
itot  lUccly  to  take  efifeA ;  for  Pifanio,  as  weH  as  the 
J>hyGcian,  appears  w  have  a  rig^t  idea  of  her,  and 
^ithiiiHy  profefles  atuchment  to  his  exiled  maficr 
Potchtimns. 

By  thcixflrer  of  poettcal  magic  we«re  inftanta- 
ttewifly  conveyed  from  flie  Englilh  court  to  Italy, 
«idiOtit  eve^i  die  intervention  of  a  chorus,  which 
chough  an  imperfeft,  is  ^  a  plagfible  apology  fa/t 
inch  palp  Ale  breaches  of  dme  ahd  place. 

PWbrio,  j¥:himb,  and  a  FrcnchmMi — Srfiy  w^ 
trot  the  latter  equipped  with  a  name  ?  prdCTit  them- 
■fclvcs  J  their  converfation,  whidi  is  cxprefled  ia 
a  cramp,  obfokte,  qaibb^g  fiije,  turns  upon  and  - 
in  fevour  of  Poflhumus,  ijfco  fliorriy  appears,  and 
'is  iccon:ffticnded  to  a  cordial  indmacy  with  theother 
charaftcrs  by  Philario.  A  fut^eft  taf  debate  arifing 
upon  the  qualifications  of  females,  Jachimo  c*- 
preffcs  himlclf  lightly,  and  Pofthumus  warms  into 
an  elogium  upon  Imc^cn,  widiout  namjng  her  ■,  the 
CTppofition  of  opinions  at  Icngdi  increafes  lb  much» 
that  Pofthumus,  we  murt  fay  very  fooltflily,  enters 
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mto  a  wi^er  uptm  the  impracticability  c^  JachImo'»- 
obtaining  any  counttnance  from  iiis  wife.  This- 
point  being  agreed  between  the  abfurd  gallant  Ja-- 
ciuinOf  and  the  more  abfuid  huiband  Pofthumus,. 
veanebrougbt  tO'theconclufion'of  the  firft  a£t,  by 
a  forced,  chimerical  incident,  let  forth  in  a  fcene  of 
-  quaint,  unimportant  expreffion,  which  caimot  he\^ 
the  Ipeakers,  norpleafe  a  judicious  audience,  unleiV 
fijpporcedby  very  agreeable  capabilities. 

At  the  beg^ning  c^  the  iiecc»id  a&  we  find  Imo*' 
gen  in  foliloquy  upon  her  unhappy  fituation  ■,  after 
a  few'Hnes  Pifanio  introduces  Jachimo,  as  bringing, 
letters  iSom  Pofthumus.  By  the  by,  courtly  eti- 
quette is  laid  entirdy  afide^  and  ibmething  of  a- 
queftion  acifes  how  a  firanger  fhould  gain  fiich  ready,, 
cordial  admittance  to  a  princds^  watched  in.  all  her 
motions,  and  labouring  under  the  dilpleafure  of  her 
royal  fath£r>  However,  the  adventurous  Roman 
was  to  be  introduced^  and  Shakespeare  thought 
die  manner  of  little  importance,  eUe  by  cljarging;- 
lum  with  fome  commiflion  irom  Rome,  whidi. 
might  have  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding  fcen^ 
Jachimo's  journey  would  not  have  been  founded 
upon  fo  romantic  and  improbable  a  crcumft^ce  as 
the  w^cr  alone,  and"  his  free  acce&  to  court  would. 
in  fuch  cal£  be  very  naturaL 

From  the  part  of  Pofthumus's  note  which  ImCh 
gien  reads,.,  it  appears,  that  he  gives  Jachimo's  vil^ 
lainDus  defign  die  £mjdk  profpedt  of  fuccel%  by  re* 
commending  him  to  the  lady's  confidence  in  tenm 
<rf  very  kind  refpcit.  The  forward  gallant,  ftrucit 
with  her  beauty,,  and  willii^  to  make  trial  at  once, 
arms  himfdf  with  uncommon  confidence,  and  begins 
his  attack  politically  enottgh,.  by  deicanting  on  the 
fuperior 
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fuperior  value  of  her  charms,  and  the  depravity  of 
human  nature,  particularly  in  Polthumus  ;  who  be- 
ing pofleflcd  of  fuch  matchlefs  excellence,  can  prof- 
titute  his  attention  and  rcga-d  to  objefts  of  far  lefs 
cftimation.  There  is  art  difcovcrcd  in.  this  part  of 
the  fcene,  and  fancy  gilds  the  conduit,  but  we  think 
Imogen  too  tame,  too  dull  of  concepdon  ;  and  Ja- 
chimo  ftands  rep'rehenfible  for  fcveral  very  indeli- 
cate ideas,  which  we  imagine  the  alterer  of  this  play 
Oiould  have  foftened  ;  how  could  delicacy  let  Qip  ? 

{houlJ  I — damned  then 

Slaver  with  lips  as  cummon  as  the  Hairs 

That  mduiit  the  capital  ? 

Bareaiul  iinluQrous  9,9  the  finoaky  light, 
That's  fcii  w'nh^iiiimg  tallow. 

To  play  with  att  infirmitief  fur  gold 
That  roiUnr.efs  lends  nature  ■ 
Live  like  Diana's  prieflcCs  'twixt  cold  IBeetJ, 
While  he  is  vaulting  variable  ramf.i, 

to  mait 

>,  anij  locx^und 


Not  one  of  the  preceding  paffagcs  has  the  leaft 
gleam  of  poetical  beauty,  to  apologize  for  fulfbme- 
nefs  1  and  to  make  a  chafte  princefs  violate  her  own 
modcfly,  by  mention  of  Roman  ftews,  though  high- 
ly provoked,  is  a  violent  trefpafs  upon  decorum  : 
the  turn  which  Jfachimo  gives  to  his  intcntic»i  upon 
Imogen's  refenlment,  is  well  imagined,  and  has  in 
sftion  a  very  pleafing  elledt.  His  requcft  of  piace- 
ing  a  tnink  in  care  of  the  princefs  is  odd  enough, 

and 
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and  her  immediately  tefolving  to  place  it  in  her  hej~ 
cbamier,  ftill  more  ftfahge ;  this  circiimffarice  we 
muft  fqppofe  Jachimo  has  thought  of  previoufly,. 
in  cafe  other  means  fliould  fail,  arid  the  unfufpeftiiig 
princels  meeting  his  defigh  half  way,  thc^  part  for 
die  night  in  friendly  ternis. 

Cloten,  the  Queen's  foh,  heitt  enters,  with  two 
hameiels  lords — Sure  titles  were  very  fearcc  when 
this  tragedy  was  written,  elfe  Shakespeare  could 
never  have  incumbered  it  with  fuch  a  parcel  of  a- 
Donymous  peeris.  The  fliallow-patcd  pririce  atii, 
his  compaiiions^  ait  oigaged  in  converfation  updn 
a  inoft  important  quarrel*  occaHoned  by  Cloten's 
fwearing  at  a  game  of  bowls.  This  Ihort  fcene  ap- 
pears to  bt:  merely  introduced  as  a  fpecimen  of  tlus 
royd  fprig.  tlpon  Cymbcline's  entering  with  the 
Quern,  the  obfUnacy  of  Imegeti  is  mention^  but 
hopes  given  that  when  Polthumus  is  a  little  worn 
from  her  reeolleftionj  flie  ftall  be  difpofed  of  ac- 
cording to  their  wilhes^  Here  intelligence  is 
brought  in  of  C^aius  Luciiis's  arrival,  the  Roman 
ambaflador ',  Cymbeline  propoling  to  give  him 
audience  on  the  morrow,  retires. 

Upon  being  told  of  Jachimo,  as  one  of  Leoha- 
tus's  ^iends}  Cloten  difplays  his  mental  abilities 
more  at  laree,  Jhcws  himfelf  peifeiUy  the  incohe- 
tcnti  Vun  tool)  and  goes  offj  leaving  ohC  of  the 
iord^  to  defcanton  hts  weaknefs  ■,  and  to  tell  in  half 
a  dozen  fuperfluous  Unesj  what  even  the  duUeft'  au- 
ditor is  already  fufHcientiy  acquailited  wlth^ 

We  are  now  conducted  to  the  bed-chambtr  of 
InK^en^  who  ocpreffing  wearinefs  of  reading,  and 
ripcnefs  for  fleep,  fends  her  attertding  womail  to  reft, 
and  with  becoming  piety  commends  herielf  to  ce- 
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,  fcftial  proteftion.    When  (he  is  locked  in  the  foft 
fcmblancc  of  death,  jachimo  rifes  fh)m  the  trunks 
'  in  which  he  has  lain  concealed ;  and  in  a  fpeech  of 
great  variety,  judgment,  and  poetical  fancy,  takes, 
itito  his  pofKindn  and  remembrance,  fuch  &t)ng 
_  pro^s  of  particular  freedom  and  intimacy  with  tTie 
innocent  princels,  "as  cannot  be  controvciled  :  this. 
dpnCi  he  retires  to  his  covert. 
.    What    the    fhort    fucccediiig   fcent  ^twccn^ 
CJoten  and   lords   is  introduced  for   we   iiannoc. 
apprehend,  unlefe  to  give  ah  ojjpottunity  of  clearing 
the  Wd,  &c.  away.   When  the  mifquei^ade  is  o^er — 
fuch'an  entertainment  fienis  ratheV  improper  for  'a 
fHornirig--^  limplcprince  rfiafces  a'very  charafter- 
■  ..iftic  fpeech,'but"we"wiih  the  phrafr,  ttnjfoted  eunuch, 
had  npt  been' retained,  underftood  it  is  ^amei\]lly 
gToTs;  if  lyiintelligible,  it  deferves  the  cenTure  of 
oblcurity.    In  Im  {bliloquy,.  previous  to  knock- 
Ins'at  the  prince'fs's  chamber-door,  Cloteit  makes 
,foihe  remarks  on  tlie  power  and  influence  of  gold,, 
too  flirewdfbr  fuch  a  fuperficial  coxcomb.;  what 
palTcs  Wween  him  and  the  princefs  is  Jhallow  fop- 
pery pn  his  fide,  and  peevilh  quibble  on  hers  j.  the 
(pint  flie  {hews  in  favour  of  PoflJiumus,_is  indted 
plealing  and  commendable  -,  her  miffing  the  brace- 
let, and  the  contemptuous  manner  of  leavihg  Clo- 
ten,  conclude  this  ait  with  tolerable  propriety  and 
fpirit. 

Now,  by  the  irrtTiftable  power  of  dramatic  con- 
jugation, we  are — hey  !-—prcflo  !  pafs  ! — carried  A- 
gain  toRomc  ;  where  T.ve  find  PhJlario  and  Pofthu- 
mus  in  conference.  The  latter  drops  a  hint  of  his 
confidence  in  Imogen's  invincible  modefty, ;.  they. 
then  pafs  on  to  the  fubjcdt  of  Caius  Lucius's  em- 
2  b'afiy^ 
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haSf  i  demanding  tribute  from  Britain  :  this  mves 
Pofthumiis  an  opportunity  of  paying  a  pretty  com- 
pliment to  the  courage  and  independant  principles 
^his  counttymeni  to  whlcTi  die  po^'tus'aclded  a'. 
ibrced  panegyric  upon  living  royalty  j  we  call  it- 
iofced,  becauie  applied  ib  CymbeEne,  who  Trom" 
what  is  faid  of  him  in  the  beginning,  and  his  con-^ 
idu&  through  the  piece,  can  fcarcely  be  deferring  df 
ihis  paflage^  w^^  we  think  inelegant  as  welt  as 

fiiperfiuQus.  ■ ■   ^ 

^md  more  thanthat. 
They  hafea  KIW-G  whofc love  and  juftice  to  them, 
Jj^eji  ami  have  ibttt  creafuresaod  their  blood. 

The  firft  Iienultich  in  Italics,  is  not  only  ifflpo^ 
vailhcd  but  ungrammatical  ;  fhe  laft  fkinc  and 
vulgar.  Beiides,  brinmng  this  trite,  thread-bam 
c(HiiplimeRt  dowh  to  tne  prefent  day,  ib  toting  a 
large  jump  over  feventeen  Centuries,  to  draw  a  fimi* 
-  fittide'  by'flo  Eneans"  defirable,  in  courtly  arms  o£ 
very  ft^  praifc; 

The  obfirrationof  Pofthumus,OR  fedng  Jachimtv 
is  a  prrtty  fanciful  arwlt^  'for^  hw  miraculous 
foeed,  and  deferyes  to  be  particularly  noted, 

'Tlf^  fwi^ftbar^  bavepq&^you  by  land* 
And  winds  of  all  the  cornei^  ki&'d  your  iails» 
To' make  your  veAcI  nimbly 

After  peiwfing  fonje  letttrs  (Jclivered  by  JacIumo» 
pofthumus  enters  directly  upon  the  grand  point; 
their  wager.  The  fubjeit  is  fporte4  with  for  a  few 
fpeeches,  at  length  his  rival  enters  upon  proofe, 
which  his  good  opinion  waves,  while  the  room,,  its 
^^ture,  and  fijch  dubious  externals  sax  mentioned, 
.  .        At  2  "  At 
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At  length  the  bracelet  is  prodiiced,  which  ftrikeq 
(jeep }  however,  the  confiiknce  of  fincere  love  fug-, 
gefts  thjit  Qie  nijght  have  delivered  it  to  Jachimo  for 
PofUmmus's  ufe  :  diis  gleam  of  comfort  is  clouded 
with  ODe  Oiort  que^on,  and  the  unhappy  huft^and 
is  hanowed  with  pajBon ;  when  Fhtlano  intimadi^ 
fte  nught  haye  dropped  the  jewel,  another  paufc  rf 
tjalmer  re^fon  enfucs,  and  he  defues  fome  corporal 
fign  i  jealous  retapfes  neyerthekis  break  \n  evtn 
boTore  the  molt  fubll^uial  proof  of  difloyalty  i^ 
utter?d,  At  length,  when  Jachimo  mentions  th<; 
_inole,  cinque  fpotted,  upon  Imogen's  brcaft,  her 
diftrafied  lord  is  fo  fwcUed  with  rage,  as  to  be  fcarce- 
)y  capable  of  utiei'ance,  wherefqre  he  is  judicioully 
carried  oif  the  ftage  in  a  1^  of  outr^eous  dubb 
tatitHi. 

In  th«  ibliloquy  of  Pdlhumus,  fqcceeding  the 
Uft  mentioned  f(%ne,  there  are  many  fine  opporai- 
juties  aferded  the  able  aiftqr  for  llrUting  tranfitions 
of  tones,  look  and  geftures ;  and  his  virulent  charge 
ag^nll  the  chara^t^  oi  woman  in  general,  emptu- 
tically  natural,  for  a  n^n  in  hi^  dillrad^  ftate  of 
provocation.  But  we  mult  {ament  retainit^  the 
following  paflagcs,  for  the  fame  reafon,  liccntioufi 
pels,  that  we  hcve  cenfured  fome  preceding  ones ; 

-    '    I'  fimt  aintr  vAtb  bii  uoU 
Made  me  a  counterfeit — yet  my  mother  teemia^ 
The  Pian  of  that  time  .— 

: — : — perchance  he  fpoke  not,  buj 
Lijit  eftiii  atefn'd  htir,  a  German  ant-r^ 

Cynibelinc  giving  audience  to  the  Roman  ami 

.b^Qftdori  next  (bikes  our  yiew ;  here  we  have  in^ 

'  flantE^KpvQy 
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IJsntaneoufly  travelled,  even  unthouc  an  a£t  ^ne, 
from  Italy  to  Britain,  The  notion  of  uibute  is 
treated  with  contempt  by  Cymbeline,  as  echo  of  his 
Queen,  and  the  worthy  Cloten  ;  who,  to  fay  truth, 
fteps  in  this  fcene  »  Uttle  from  himfelf,  and  fpeaks 
with  fome  d^jrep  of  fenfe  and  fpirit,  though  in  » 
quaint  ftile. 

Whether  irj  a  royal  audience  any  pcrfons  are  al- 
lowed to  fpcak  but  the  monarch  and  the  ambafla- 
dor»  we  are  not  courtly  enough  to  determine,  but  we 
apprehend  not  *,  if  fo  the  Queen  and  her  fon  arc 
improperly  introduced,  without  any  neceffity  -,  for 
the  m^tKr  in  agitation  might  have  been  as  well 
fettled  in  their  abftnce,  unlcis  it  was  deemed  necef- 
fary  to  Jhew  female  influence  over  public  councils. 

Fifanio  fucceeds  the  fccnc  of  embafly,  perullng  a 
letter  from  Pofthqmus,  who,  in  the  heat  of  jealous 
fagc,  has  direfled  him  ro  murder  the  fuppofed  adul- 
txtSz  Imogen  ■,  and  for  this  defperate  purpofe,  has 
&lfo  fern  a  letter  to  his  unfufpefling  wife,  advifing 
her  that  he  is  at  Milford  Haven,  and  wilhes  to  fee 
her  thcvt.  Foftbumus  here  manifells  a  cruel,  pre- 
meditate, vindi&ive,  rather  than  generous  fpirit  of 
refentment^  an  injuped  hufband,  with  quick  and 
warm  feelings,  might  naturally  facriBce  an  -abufer 
of  love  and  honour  with  his  own  hand  %  but  to  play 
the  hypocrite,  and  become  a  political  murderer,  fa- 
vours much  more  of  the  Italian  than  Britifh  dlfpofi- 
fion.  However,  fuch  our  author  has  drawn  his 
hero  i  and  Iinc^en,with  all  the  eager  impatience  of  a 
tender,  loving  wife,  falls  into  the  fnare,  at  once  re- 
folving  to  fet  out  with  Fifanio  on  the  journey  :  if - 
die  tender-hearted  domeftic  had  not  in  his  foltloquy 
pjtprcffed  proper  deteftation  of  his  matter's  bloody 
(ommand, 
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command,  the  audience  muft  here  have  been  in  % 
ftate  of  very  pjunfiil  apprehenfion  for  Imogen  i  even 
as  it  is,  our  fufpenfe  muli  be  touched  with  tender 
concern. 

Three  frelh  charaftcrs  now  offer  themfclves  to 
view  1  Bellarius,  an  old  man,  and  his  two  fuppoled 
fons,  Guiderius  and  Arviragus.  After  a  ihort,  fig- 
nificant  and  poetical  orilbn,  applicaWe  to  their  low- 
Jy  and  abftfafted  ftate,  the  old  man  takes  occafion. 
ta  mention  mountain  fports,  and  defcants  with  3 
pleafing,  defcriptive  degree  of  philofophical  in- 
ftruftion,  upon  the  elevated  and  humbler  ftations  of 
Hfe,  preferring  the  latter  to  the  former  -,  to  this  the 
youths  reply,  with  a  fenfible  aftivity  of  fpirit,  that 
their  years  require  a  more  buftling  fphere  :  wc 
could  gladly  tranfcribe  this  whole  fcenc  as-  teeming 
with  beauties,  but  fhall  confine  ourlelves  to  the  fol- 
lowing lines  of  Bpllarius,  in  anfwer  to  what  Arvira- 
gus and  Guiderius  have  urged ; 

THA  you  tnt  know  the  city's  uturks 

And  fdt  them  knowinely — tbe  irt  a'tb'  court 

As  hard  ta  Inrn  «s  kwp,  whofe  top  to  cliiob 

It  certain  ftliing — the  toil  ath'  war, 

A  p4in  that  opljr  fenof  Ri  feek  out  dtnger 

ftb^  ngn?  of  ivoK  and  hwiowr  i  ^ctiich  dies  fth*' 

AnJ  Mb  as  gft  a  fltnderwi  epitaph 

As  recwfj  of  fair  Aft— — - 

Wh^n  ^  &ildier  was  Ae  tlipicr,  nty  tame 

Was  not  far  off— tben  vw  I  as  a  tree 

WhoTe  boughs  did  bwd  wit^  frutt<7-bi|t  i;i  one  night 

A  floral,  .^r  rob^ciy — call  it  what  you  yrill, 

ShpokdowD  my  mellow  hangijigs— nay,  my  leaves, 

Aiid  left  me  bare  to  weather. 

We 
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We  have  marked  fothe  diflbnant  contrafti(ms  by 
italics  in  the  preceding  lines,  which,  might  and 
fliould  have  been  foftmed. 

Belkrius's  account  of  his  own  cxffe  and  the  yoong. 
princes,  is  alfo  very  'nervous  and  pleafmgv  howe- 
ver, his  foliloquyis  a  palpable  piece  of  explanatory 
information  to  the  audience,  and  therefore  cenfura- 
ble  :  by  it  ijfe  find,  that  Bellarius,.in  revenge  of  his 
unjuft'banifhfiient,flx>fe  Cymbeline's  two  infejit  fons, 
and  that  they  know  nothing  of  their  real  birth,  bat 
imagiiie  theiiirelves  his  children,  as  being  brought 
up  from  two  and  three  years  tM,  with  him  and  his- 
wife  Eiiriphilc. 

In  the  fuccecdiRg  fcencwe  perceive  Lucius  teking- 
■fcave  of  Cymbelinc:  after  the  ambaflador's  depar- 
ture, the  old  monarch  enquires  for  Imogen^  toA 
complaining  of  her  undutiful  abftraftioR,  orders  \Kr 
into  his  prefence.  The  Queen  f^tly  apologizes 
for"  her  colddiftance:  on- being  informed  thatfer 
chambers  are  all  locked,  Cymbefine  confcfles  fear 
<i£  what  may  be  the  meaning,  and  goes  off ;  Gtocett. 
follows  by  the  Queen's  direftbn,  wtole  Qx,  ina  £>- 
liloquy,  exprcffes  hope  that  Fifanio  has  taken  the 
quieting  draught  which  ihe  gavehim ;  as  to  Imo- 
goi,  the  hopeful  ftep-mothcr-encour^s  flattering 
ideas,  that  defpair  w  voluntary  exile  has  put  -her 
focfleftually  out  of  the  way,  as-toleavc  the  BricUb 
crown  entirely  at  her  difpofal. 

Pilanio,  and  hb  royal  miflrefsj  appear  next,  on 
iSicir  journey;  a  ftrong -perplexity  of  countenance, 
apparent  in  hlm^  caufes-her  to  queftion  the  reaforiof 
k.  Bfring  urged  clofc,  he  gives  Pofthumus's  letter 
into  her  hands  with  diArefsful  rcluftance  ■,.  the 
^per,  or  rather  the  matter  it  c<mtuns,  proves -dig- 
gers 
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gersco  her  %hc,  and  She  is  ftruck  dumb,  while  Fu 
lanio  expTcf&s  wannfy  his  invincible  coi^dence  and 
good  opimon  refpcfting  her  innocence,      " 

The  remaining  part  of  this  Icene  is  truly  intereft- 
.ingi  her  foUdtation  .for  fulfilling  her  hufband's 
b^barous  command,  and  the  ftruggtes  of  Pifanio, 
.  play  powerfully  on  our  feelings^  His  advice  for  her 
CO  join  the  Roman  ^ambafTador^s  tr^n  in  difguile^ 
iiom  thence  deriving  a  probability  of  bang  mx 
Pofthumus,  is  politic  and  humane.  InK^;en  re- 
folves  to  take  his  fHcndly  couniel,  and  being  told 
he  has  garments  fit  for  the  purpole  in  their  clo^- 
bag,  fhe  agrees  to  put  on  a  mafculine  appearance. 

The  parting  of  Pifanio  froni  his  royal  miftrcfsy 
.his  leaving  her  txt  profecute  the  propofed  pilgrimage 
alone,  though  there  may  be  &>mc  colour  of  rsafon  for' 
it,  is  rather  indefenfible  ;  for  we  muft  fuppofe  that 
a  faithful  fervant,  who  had  dared  to  elope  with  her^ 
would  have  conimued  his  attachment,  by  partakbg' 
her  difguifc  and  future  ftrtunfcs  j  however,  the  pow" 
priacefs  is  left  to  encounter  alone  a  precarious  and 
perilous  adventure :  Pifanio  prefenting  her  with  the" 
plual  he  received  from  the  Queen,  as  a  benign  and 
jpirit-cheering  cordial,  they  feparate  and  conclude 
(he  third  a<^. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  aft,  we  find  dif- 
Uppointed  Cloten  teeming  with  refentment  i^nft 
Imt^en.  To  him  Pifanio  enters,  and  is  accufed  t^ 
abetting  her  elopement  j  urged  with  heavy  threats, 
he  delivers  a  paper  to  Cloten,  importing,  as  he  iays 
the  ftory  of  her  flight,  but  in  reality  calculated  not 
only  10  deceive,  but  to  lead  him  into  danger.  Tfic 
royal  gudgeon  fwallows  the  bait  laid  for  him,  and 
.bribipg  Pilanio  to  become  his  friend,  refolves  ic 
purfuc 

Dg.l.zedt,,COOgle 


The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR.     J* 

y«fiKt]iB«liftteJsiirafilii£if.P(^^mu^scloafhs;  - 
iadmng  a]£>«  on  ntjenoion  of  killing  thit  unfortu-  - 
aOK  flMPs  upon  meeting,  him  at  Milford  Haven. 

-laugen,  Rowin  boyi&  babtlicQents  entErs,  and 
Jwring  lofi  jipr  m«f^  ipptoadtes  thp  cave  c£  Bell»- 
nus  i  into  which,  ^ter  ftrong  martu  of  nat?tiral  in> 
tJaidiEtioni  flie  eaten,  to  feck  or  obtnn  ibme-re' 
^IBlhnient  w  .fupport  linguiftiing  Ttatur^.  The 
4aHtfia«D'i«tirAed'from  tKeir  fpom,Ji^rius  looks 
ian  fas  cme,  and  difeaven  an  4mexpe£ted  gu^ 
Ifnwiipfe'heautf  and  uuooencehft  pafftsakiad 
«iaico«^Mleiifive  corAfdlottat 

ZIpea  Mug  Tocn;  laiogen  enters  ftwn  the  cav^ 
«nd  pMtdlgri^ogius  for  her  intn^on,  offering  al- 
4»«opf^f«-.wlwtfl)e  h^lud.  Inquirition  being 
*nde  Mdcnnung  her  name  and  deftination,  'Ihe  ^ 
^BDMt  die  tiUb-  of  Fjdde,  and  fays  flte  is  foBcn^g  a 
-nlaMft'  bovnd  to  {taly  from  Mtlibrd.  After  th^ 
«^>UMtX)Ar  the  good (dd  muijCofting  afide  ereff' 
coafidcratioiv  but  the  pleaftipe  refulting  fromi  hc^ 
fkiliiy,  uvntes  herto  better  cheer  j  u>d,  ss  n^t  is 
omii^^Mi,  CO  Qtkeup)ieF4:qx)(e  with  them/  Keing 
^nfoiweclto  heruiiknown  brothere,  aklndcf  ini^an- 
4ue*u6)  iyinpariwtic  regard  Hies  between  them,  axA 
lenas  i^motual  n^ard  aFe«xchanged  -,  after^nluclt 
4tKy-  retirt  into  tlte  cav>e. 

Qeoen  ooc  tppeaci,  up<M  the  hunt  for  Foftliu- 
IK^  and  -in  his  fotik>quy,  deckres  terrible  inttntiona 
fgwaft;  ]inogm,wlieo  in  bis  power}  relying  for  ex- 
culpation from  any  crime  he  can  commit,  upon  his 
nKMher's  InAucnce  over  Cymbcljoe.  Th^  /op  and 
fool,  in  this  adventure,  feems  to  have  a  flrong  tinft" 
urc  of  the  defperado,  which,  according  to  our  idea, 
is  making  him  a  kind  of  paradox  in  chara£l:er. 

Vol,  a  N  Uportr 
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Upon  returning  from  the  atvct  Imog^  dedara 
Jberlelf  fick,  and  is  theie&ffe  kft  behind,  ^riiilcBdr 
larius,&c  gotothechace,  (xtct^theyou^lKiacx* 
having  prevKnifly  o&rcd  to  ftay  with  her  as  an  al^ 
£ftant :  by  wajr  of  reftorativer  Ihe  ^q>[^es  the  cofV 
dial  furniflied  by  Pifaiuo. 

As  the  huasers  ancgoiiig  off,  Cloten  enters,  aai 
■£rom  hi^  ufing  the  word  nuuugates,  BcUanua  ap» 
prehends  a  difcoTcry  of  thdr  retreat  (  the:  old  gea* 
tlcman's  immediate  knowledge  of  this  prisee,  afnr 
^  abfence  from  court  (^trrcnty  years,  di^uifadtoo 
in  Pofthiunus*s  clandis,  is  ratlier  an  ewanKhnraC 
oa  probability.  Guidenus,  t^  his  om  defiie,  is 
left  to  cBcouiiterCloten,  while  his  brother  aadfi^ 
pded  latho:^  look  qnt  to  lee  if  he  his  any  aaeor  - 
dants ;  after  a  tart  alGercationj,  Guidcnu  and.  CIi>< 
ten  engage^  fighting  off  the  ftage>  After  a  few  in- 
tcrrening  li|ies,  the  former  returns  vi£bmpu3«  •&• 
Hfwinnng  Bellaiius  and  Arviragus  tha^he  has  axk 
.^|iiercd,.by  the  death  of  his  an^gonift  .< 

The  circumftanoe  (^  Cloten'sdc^  altumsfid* 
larins  with  juft  fears  ci  &tal  coniequeHCcs  t  Giu- 
dcrius  refblves  upon  coffimiuing  Cbtpn's  axpfe  ok 
s.  ndghbouring  creek  of  i^  fea,  and  retires  for  thaf 
.purpofe^  while  Arnragus  receives  inftru&ioBS .  ta 
go  and  aOift  Fidete  in  prtipafing  fbnae  pravilums. 
The  old  man-'s  foliloqiiy,  rcTpefting  his  two  adopt- 
ed fons,  is  lb  tieautiful,  that  it  would  be  an  unpas* 
donable  omiflion  not  to  gratify  the  rcadcn  tafl^  hf 
traolcribii^  it, 

Oh  tHou  goddelf  r 
.  Thou  divine  nature  I  how  thyfdf  thou  bTazoneft 
In  thcle  two  princely  boy* ;  tbey  sue  ai  gentle 
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A)  septip?  bloinng  beneath  the  violet, 
Not  wagging  bis  IWect  head,  aod  yet  as  rough 
(Their  loyal  blood  enchafed)  ai  thehideft  wind. 
That  by  the  top  doth  take  the  mounuin  pine        ' 
And  make  him  ftoop  to  th'  vale — 'tis  wondeiful 
That  an  invlfiblc  inflind  (hould  frame  then 
To  royalty  unlearned,  honour  untaught, 
Gvility  not  feen  from  other ;  valour 
That  wildly  grows  in  ^lem,  but  jiddt  a  oDp 
As  if  it  had  been  fowed. 

Afeet  GvAAonm  has  acqualnttd  us  with  his  com- 
nsttiiig  CloteA's  body  to  the  ftream,  Bcllarius  h 
Aiuck  with  the 'found  of  folnnn  mufic  from  his 
MFC,  oocafioned,  as  we  foon  learn,  by  Arviragus 
latdng  dilcoTCFed  Imogen  in  an  apparent  ftate  of 
death.  This  circumftanceprovelc^  much  concern, 
mteiment  is  fpdcen  of,  and  Bcllarius,  with  true  dig- 
idty  of  fpiriti  Fcfolves  that  Cloten,  though  a  foe, 
fluU  in  his  remains  be  treated  with  refped:,  where- 
ibre,  he  direds  that  his  body  may  be  found  and  laid 
by  Imogen's. 

Cymbdine  now  prrients  lurofelf,  -deeply  agitated 
for-die  porilous,  fickly  ftate  of  his  queen,  the  elope- 
ment (^  Imogen,  the  abfence  of  Cloten,  and  the 
near  approach  of  war.  Perfuaded  that  Fifanio  has 
aided  his  daughter's  flight,  he  breaths  heavy  threats, 
bat  is  Ibftoied  by  one  of  his  attendant  lords,  who 
draws  his  attention  to  the  public  danger,  from.the 
Roman  legions  being  landed  on  bis  coaft. 

When  Cymbcline  goes  oflF,  Pilanio,  in  fofiloquy, 

P«s  us  to  undcrfland,  that  though  he  has  wrote  to 

Pbfthumus,  fignifying  Ipiogen's  inteation,  yet  no 

anTwer  has  reached  his  hands.    la  the  midft  of  a 

N  3  perpkwd, 
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perplexed,  dubitabk  ftate,  he  refolves  to  prove  him- 
felf,  by  afUhg  id  de&nce  of  his  country,  a  good  d- 
dzen,  and  a  byal  fubjeit. 

Imogen  and  CloKn,  by  a  change  of  icoie,  are 
difcovered  t  the  forma:  awakjng  &om  thi  trance 
fhe  had  been  thrown  intoi  by  the  liquid  whkh  Pi^ 
nio' gave  her,  utters  disjointed  exproffions,  pointing, 
however,  to  the  chief  objeft  of  her  attention  and  rc^ 
gard  ;  upon  difcovering  the  dead  body  befide  her, 
and  fuppofing  it,  through  knowledge  of  hit  deaths, 
the  a^al .  coarfe  of  her  hu(band,  ihe  breaths  out 
heart-felt  -  lamentatioa  for-  his  fhtei'  nbtntthftmding 
the  relendels  fentence  he  pronounced  dgajoft  bo- 
life.  While  Ibe  is  in  this  pitiable  ftair,  Ludus  «t^ 
ters,  with  feme  other  Romaiu  3  on  feeing  ibe  dead, 
headlels  body,  and  ImC^n  proftmtt  orer  it,  tead«^ 
feelings  impel  them  to  feek  a  little  further  Ja  tfe 
.matter.  Upon  queftion,  the  princeis  ikyt  it  is.  faci- 
inailer,who  lies  flain  by  mOuntaiMets  ^  the  ftich  □§• 
preii^  by  imogm  works  a  ikvouraUe  itnfireffion 
upon  Lucius,  who»  with  his  aflbcittes,  dscenaineio 
give  the  fuppofed  Pofthumua  as  relpcAable  inW- 
ii^t  as  thqr  licuation  and  meam  wiU  adoMt :  the 
smbaflador^s  confolative  addreft  to  Itnogra,  iriAi 
which  the  fourth  a£t  conchides,  is  hutnue  apd  pU->* 
Ic^c^hical  I 

— — -  be  cheuful,  w^  thine  eytt, 
Soae  6II3  are  ipeani  tV  hipi^in  to  atife. 

*  Bdlarius,  and  his  adopted  Ions,  begin  the  &Sk 
9&  i  alarmed  at  an  unaccuftomed  buftle  they  hear 
'round  them,  the  young  princes  manifeft  abecoouDg 
fpirit,  by  wilhing  to  mingle  with  the  war :  1^  die 
glow  pf  that  e]^Fe0jon, 'and  the  wannth  of  tfacir 
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mffx  nwmp^i  tbc^  olfi  nwi  kxi^e*  van  fiimlar 
ietHiig>»  aok  thcf  unltt  in  rdblttuot^  t»  takf  u 
aftiye  pantin  t£*  field. 

Ps^tnnw  rum  pnkass  his^f.  rmnuisiJng  on 
the  deaifa  lof  hia  vi£r.  aod  fetans  deqiljr  to  npDnr 
die  too  kar&jQbedisncie  oif  PUanu^  iaffimcuting  his 
Ai^aiae  onkr  %  it  appears^  tiiia  uohaiapy  nun  hat 
been  btoa^  fioan  }taif  to  Bghc  ajpinit  bu  nstin 
fail;  iU  ungrftdow  a  taOi,  hcnrercr,  he  niaivia  »r 
gainft,  and  uxttrs .  a  idsfign  of.  ^bEcuring  hico&lf  in 
{in&nt:*3  vceds,  that  under  iuch  cover,  he  any  turn 
Us  fipoolagunfl;  thccucniieacC  Briain,and  mace 
that  jdci^bJAdiibcelafif  Asndniakesfaiinv^fiic, 
Wtareamned.vhy  chcaltEm-af  this  piec^^ikmU 
ktKnAVBKd&y.  many  infignificact, jii^ipg  tags,^ 
die  cad  of  C:qioa,.iiiichras;iiaoteTen  the  pvrtt  ef 
hanxmy. 

iBiincdiatdy  aAcca  gtacralencountcrof  the  Rij* 
man  and  Bridfh  amuea,  Pofthumua  meets  and  _da& 
anas-  Jachioxi,  bat  di&ins  to  lake  his  li&.  This 
B  goMTDua,  yet,  H  we  confidn  thae  JadnKio  bOf 
huD  the  ANndBOen  of  aU.  Potthamna'a  woe^  and 
ih4  be  is  a  capital  enci^  to  bis  cotmcry,  the  iaci* 
ibitdoMnat  appear  fo  naiundaa  ve  ooadd  wiifat 
hmvKXt  Sash  vk  find  it^  and  tie  tSt&  it  has  «« 
Jadima,  ia  fiikablc  to  a  mind  filled  mth  rrwA^imjf 

In  tiic  ihortioene  idtich  fc^ows,  Pernio  ^fva  m  - 
tBniKkrft^sdf  that  Cynbelme's  viftory  waa  ahnofli 
Ucly  dsrivd  Awod  the  inrepid  bthanoor  of  fiiur 
fsfom,  vIbs  from  his  defixtptiDB,  sfipcar  aa  he 
jUlarinStArnrag^  Guidcnus  asdPoQlHimas, 
-    Werasd  wit^  ghvicos  a&ioa,  jead  K>  the  dumu 

humiu 
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Inimuf  detennincs,  in  fi^oquy,  to  reafliane  luslou 
Jian gamiraitjtbat  hemayfaU  by Bridih hands. 

Cymbeline  U  now  difcorered  in  his  tent,  deliver*  - 
>ng,gracioti«  thanks  CO  Bclkhus,  and  the  two  young. 
warriors  ;  at  the  iame  time,  lamenting  that  the  brave 
pcaiantwbo  Ihewed  fuch  heroirm  is  not  tobc  JbuixL 
We  think  the  omiflion  of  what  concerns  Cymbe< . 
linens  vile  queen,  and  bringing  on  Ludus,  &'c.. im- 
mediately the  monarch  has  conferred  kiughtbood  oa 
his  unknown  heroes,  is  peife^y  fight. 

When  Cymbeline  acquaints  the'  R<nnan  leader 
ttiii  a  facrifice  i»  to  be  made  of  all  the  c^vcs,  to 
atone  the  daughter  of  his  fiibje&s^  Lucius  not  Mily 
Ihcws  great  magnanimity  (^  mind,  but  tendemds 
of  feeling,  by  onifining  his  folicitation  of  mercy  to 
Imoff^  in  ihe  chara^r  of  Fidele ;  ftruck  by  his 
daughter's  countenance,  the  old  monarch' readily 
grants' the  requeft,  and  admits  the  fu|^)oled  page 
even  to  clofc  conference  with  him. 

While  Bellarius,  &c  are  expreffii^  tfa^  fur> 
prize  to  fee  the  boy  alive  whom  they .  fuj^pofed 
dead,  Imogen  moves  her  &thn  to  qucftion  Jac- 
himo;  this  being  granted,  fhe  afics  himconosn*' 
ing  a  ring  he  wears  i  terms  of  ctHnpulfion  are 
ofed  CO  drawan  anfvrer  from  him*,  tlus  bringsoa 
gradually  an  explanaticm  of  Pofthumus's  worth, 
Jmt^n's  innocence,  and  Jachimo's  villainy.;  the 
circurnftahces  related,  though  already  knowo.  to 
the  audience,  bear  repetition  very  well  -,  what  Jac- 
himo  relates,  works  upon  Pofthumus's  grief  and 
warmer  paSioos  fo  ftrongly;  that  he  abruptly  dif^ 
covers  him&lf,  and  Ibllidts  punilhmoit  for  the 
deftnidbn  of  his  wife ;  on  Inx^en's  interpofii^ 
he  ca&s  her  &>  rudefy  off,  that  FUjuio  iaad*eiseii»- 

ly 
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if^kmen  Fidelctobc  the  real  Imogen  ^  here  « 
moft  agFceaUe  cdaird&meat  ftrikcs  us,  while' 
Cynibdme  and  Fofthumus  become  .inftantane- 
0^  h^^oer  dun  fb  harfh  a  &tlier,  and  fo  precis 
jiictte  a  hufband  could  deicrre  to  be< 

Cbcen  beiag  mentioned,!  Guiderius-  avows  hav- 
ing pnc  Ivm  toileath,  and  afca:  that  aftion  order- 
ed into  cuftody  by  Cymbeline ;  hoice  ari&s  Bel- 
inius^s  (ti&l(^uie  of  the  two  young  Princes,,  to 
ibe  great  aftooifluncDt  and  joy  of  the  old  monarchy 
Ar  diear  bdh^  received  into  the  arms  of  pater- 
jmI  aftdioB,  CymheUne  agata  mentioite  the  fook 
ftiUkr,  when  Fofthumtu  confelKs  ^imietf  the 
peribn,  and  appeals  to  Jachimo,  as  having  beea 
nnquilhed  by  him }  tbb  the  Italian  corroborates* 
attbeiametime, '  begging  death  from  that  hand 
-which  he  has  lb  grievoufly  provoked :  but  the  BrU 
ton  wraps  his  injuries  in  oblivion,  and  by  anexam- 
pie  of  generous  humanity,  prev^  on  Cymbeline  Ok 
^raat  a  general  pardon,  with  which  the  piece  coo- 
dudes.    . 

The  {^  of  .this  play  has  too  fbonga  taint  q£ 
-ra^nance,  and  ttu:  abfolute  annihilation  of  uniues  i» 
rather  offenfivei  notwithftanding  Mr.  GARRicic't 
faa$j  there  are  abfurdities  of  a  very  grcds  nature. 
We  remember  to  have  fcen  an  alteration  of  this 
flay  by  one  Mr.  Hawkins,-  played  at  York,  and 
■diink  it  has  confidetable  merit ;.  however,  we  via* 
SoAKMttAix  between  thefe  gendcm^n  as  a  ilatclj 
me,  abouoding  with  dlTpropordonate  fuperfluioest 
^former  has  been  fb  very  tender  of  prunii^,  that 
»  number  of  luxuriances  remain;  and  the  latter  ad- 
nandthevegeatioat^his  own  brun  fii  much,.tlutt 
hi  |iM  DOC  ooljr  £ut  ^  noble  {danc  into  the  fliffiK& 

oi 
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•f  an  yrw  hedge,  but  decked  it  l&e  a  may-pole^ 
iridi  poetical  ga-lands,  vbich  prove  jariicr  gaooAf 
dun  ttftftl  aitiamants.  Mr.  Gx^m-iok-'b  is,  n* 
dotdn,  !>«&  calcdBied  .^sr  iifiian,  bat  f^r^  Hmv>- 
KiNs's  will  fiaodadiaikflef^f^QirAigjeniy&Hcifi^ 
fcader  faetct,'  becaule'  iir  iiai  in  tmny*  pteet  itar- 
CBSnnal  the  axpreffion,  and  Jtndercd  n&e  nhfcwc 
paflagesBicve  inteli^ble ;  tiowvccr,  we  mlklictfaad 
set^ned  more  of  the  anginal,  and  Mr.  iGAuuint. 
Wi. 

In  pDHit  of  cborafber,  diis  play's  wetf  fiip|diid 
vidi  a  jiKlioioia  vanety,  tbs  li|^  4nd  Sudn  mt 
fobltwiedas  to fimiifti  a  jpi&ure  of  humtn  fia/aatc^ 
bodi  ftnfcing  and  inftrudivc.  As  no  CyfnbeJiDe,lie 
is  dn.«rn,  itbat  we  havc'fbioag  maCon  to  believe  fe> 
iwral  ouDdaiclis  hamrboeo,  and  whataadoubt  mu^ 
an  futUK  wilt  be,  aibd  i  eoT^  'wrougfac  apon,  by' 
4(£gaiag  pedons,  to  actions  txKaUy  bdbw  anri-m^ 
<3>DliABtUwit}i-his  rank  in  life.  Upon  the  ftage,  he. 
as  no  iiia>enork&  dianaverypoorccextuift,  haw^ 
ing  nothing  to  fay  as  a  counter-balance  to  the  com 
IBnipt^le  light  in  «4Ach  he  appeata. 

^an  ad»r can  have  «ny  meiicin  the  .part,  we  ut 
Wa^k^  to  ailiiw  Itfr.  Jbrftri-  iotx;  indeed,  chift 
gnulsinBn  ^ms  to  :hiTe  good  capabilidcBr  fgt  ftt- 
sctttalfoclingG.  As  to  Mr.  GiBsoNr  we  Ivwa  nua- 
Mmed  him  So  often  difivlvantageoufly,  thai  weaic 
wbTvlutriyweuy  of  finding  £udt  with  hispsi&nn- 
^me  t  aod  riiaiiftHe  &all  tn^  &y  &)r  theptttetf^ 
ffasciK^K^ioondbe&in  duxfimplernooafth.     ■  ■ 

Clonm  ifi  a  ftrangc  and  haefijl  compafidan,  «i. 

Ang,  cozconiical,   malevtrietu^.  pert  and  pmutl't 

9Et:  pdfic&dt  whkh  is  loniewhu  fluaege  in^  AmIi  a 

«aatitfe,:c>f  jot&^docu   iii>  cifau^OmtM  flwftly^ 

■prefcnt 
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ynfeDChunuaaat^oAof  contempt*  tningM^  wi^ 
bt^bier,  snilrii  &Hrb  a  Tery  fit  Orifice  topoctir 
cal  juftice.  This  empty-headed  prifltr  can  ncycr 
fan  nfudt  f^^vcorablc  notics  Itom  sn  Audience,  Mr. 
Kuu  and  Mk.  Yaibs,  b<^  imkc  more  of  him  thita 
cnddlin  fhould  expert,  nor  W  Mi.  Dqdd  any  way 
ftfcituti 

h^Iiunaia^acdi3ivm.by  the  author,  hai  tvo  tnoft 
anMe  qwdittcs,  cooQanqr  in  love,  and  courage  in 
^  fidd }  yoc,  i£  W0  ewmine  them  oarrowl/,  wc 
ftidpcsceim  thrfocmer  fliongljr  t^tcd  wi^jch- 
infft  the  lacnr  jtnpriled  by  dcfpair.  ,.  That  he  U 
mtak  kt  lMs-undexflaiulii)£,  vrc  seed  only  appaal  cq  - 
la>  ftraag«  wager  vidi  ^achimo^  on  which  the  ploc 
ii  founded;  a-  dmumflancc,  which  would  Ja»l  us 
a  thinky  that  in  SxAKSar  cake's  dap,  as  weU  as 
-tt  inc&ni^  it  waa  the  method  to  detcrn^iis  argtt- 
onitB,  net  by  izalbn,  but  bemog.  That  this 
hero  is  cloudid  with  taSinda  and  a  mixture  of  cju* 
1)7,  «itne&  his  comauflion  m  Si£ajm  ;  bovcrcr,  , 
Ha  &Biaiid>B  is  fudij  that  thpugh  die  vthah  w£  Hnd 
^an  aaofajeft  (^  vecy  intsrcfting  concern*  and  ara 
UaopixyvcKcriwlieiB.^Ge  muft  blame.        .  . 

JL  muldtade  of  ioftancE'a  concur  to  pro«e,thatnD 
fwifiicnBr  ever  knew  his  owa  ^ilieics  batter,  or 
AroTC  more  camdllfr  to  keqi  them  in  xhe  proper 
^tianoA,  than  Mr.  Gaajiick  ;  his  reriarid  c£  this 
{iif^weiettientao  other  mod VC3  butafrdh.c^aD- 
tmiity  o£  dilplayiog  his  unparaJeUed  powers,  m^nts 
alargepacQanof  pubticpEii&  V  for,.wcast  bold  to 
affioQ,  tiiat  cotl&deang  an..a£bor  muA  make  thp 
put,  oM  the  pare  an  a^oTr  his  aftomOung:  talents 
■fmx.  ncMv  moic  iiappUy  excited ;  diis.  aiTsixiQa  bo- 
cmcx-tDore cviddatr  fay  <?nnfirirrii^g- fbaf  QbciaHlsR 

.yoL.n.  o'  off 
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00*  from  him  to  any  other  perfpn  who  has  Once  doue 
it,  is  greater  than  in  any  other  charaitcr  -,  the  Kot^ 
■dcmc6  of  his  love,  the  pathos  of  his  grief,  the  fire 
of  his  r^e,  arid  the  diflraftion  of  his  jealoufy,  have 
never  been  furpafled,  and  poffibly,  in  Pofthumu^ 
will  never  be  equalled;    ■ 

Mr.  Powell,  who  paHed  through  this  part  mtk 
a  confiderable  fhare  of  public  eftimation,  was  in  his 
merit  confin^  to  Kndernels  alone ;  he  much  wanted' 
cflential  rapidity  of  expreiHoR,  aod  the  nafm^  va^ 
-ricty-of  fudden  tranfmons,  incident  to  jcalouly,  rage 
.  and  defpair.  .  Notwithftanding  general  opinion^  wc 
are  inctioed  to  think  this  gcndeman's  Toice  and  fea- 
tures fell  very  fhort  of  the  bolder  pafitons,  for  which 
realbn  his  Pt^thuinus,  though  an  agreeable  piece  of 
adtitig,  could  never  be  jultly  deemed  great.  Mr. 
Reddish,  whofe  general  mni^  we  are  glad  to  al- 
loWj  is  Itill  more  deficient.  Laft  winter  a  rcmaHta;- 
ble  piece  of  managcrtcal  ignorance  or  cruelty,  was 
manifefted  at  Covent  Garden,  bype^t^on  ayoung 
perlbn,  who  had  never  played  brfore,'  in  this  ardii- 
ous,  ticklifli,  and,  as  we  think,  unfavourable  cha- 
rader  ;  had  he  been  tried  ia  one  of  many  moiie 
prafticable  parts,  vhich  the  people  arc  ufcd  to  fee 
mundcred,  fuccefs  might  have  been  die  confequenc^ 
Mr.  BENSi-EY  has  fince  done  it,  ha !  ha  !  ha ! 

Bellarius  is  an  old  gentleman,  well  wonhy  of  that 
refped  he  generally  meets ;  virtuoufiy  phUofophi- 
cal,  cooly  brave,  fenfifalc,  humane  and  benevolent  ^ 
his  fentiments  and  expreffions  are  fuch  as  mull 
pleale  and  inftrud  -,  for  this  reafon  he  is  accq>table 
even  in  Mr.  Burton's  reprefentation,  which  wc 
deem  for  the  moft  part  very  dry  and  unaffcdtii^,  . 
Mr.  Clakks  renders  him  much  more  ^;rceablc^ 
V  but 
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Hut  we  are  oblig^  to  travel  as  far  as  York,  for  the 
bcft  that  wc  have  fccn,  one  Mr.  Oram,  whofe  merit 
both  in  tragedy  and  comedy,  Ihould  have  tranfplant- 
ed  him  xo  the  capital  many  years  fince. 

ArviTi^us  and  Guiderius  are  in  no  ihape  remark- 
able, nor  are  any  forcible  requifites  wanting  to  re- 
prdent  them  ;  wherefore,  the  four  following  cbarm- 
isf  performers,  whom  we  lump  together  from  equa-  ■ 
lity  and  iimilaiity  of  merit,  may  continue  to  do  them 
without  much  offence ;  Mcffrs.  Cautherly  and 
Brereton,  atDrury  Lane;  Perry  and  Wrough- 

N,  at  Covent  Garden. 

In  the  Rlteration  of  this  play  by  Mr.  Hawkims, 
Palador,  the  eldeft  prince,  is  made  rather  more  con- 
fpicuous  than  Pofthumus,  and,  we  remember  an  ec- 
ccunricgcnius  at  -York,  Mr.  Frodsham,  who  per-  , 
formed  him  with' lingular  merit.  Tlus  perfon, 
though  he  never  reached  a  Theatre  Royal,  had  ex-r 
tenfive  powers,  goodfeelings,  and  the  advantage  of, 
a  liberal  education  to  improve  natural  underftand- 
ing,  yet  was  often  as  great  an>oddity  as  ever  pre- 
fcntcd -itfclf  to  the  public  eye  1  wild  and  unculti- 
vated, his  beauties  and  faults  rcfembled  a  paterre  of 
.  flowers^  choaked  up  with  weeds  ;  the  ftage  is  fel- 
dom  enriched  with  fuch  a  geilius,  had  he  been  early 
placed  under  critical  limitation. 

Pifanio  we  muft  regard  as  a  fteady,  prudent, 
£uthful  fervant }  he  is  a  very  amiable  objed;  in  the 
drama,  and  is  fupported  at  both  houfes  with  plea- 
fing  propriety  by  Mr.  Hull  and  Mn  Packer. 

Jachimo  is  a  villain  of  the  deepeft  die,  who  fron) 
a  principle  of  O0:entatious  gallantry,  frames  the  moft 
iniquitous'  falfhood  -,  and  lays  the  foundation,not  on- 
ly of  miicry  but  murder,  nicrely  to  win  a  paltry  wa- 
.0  2  '      g"' 
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get.  Jago,  Sliylock,  Richard,  Bee.  Wave  Ibme  eft- 
four  for  their  abominable  behaviotir,  but  ^m  fct- 
lian  none.  Confidered  ina'ftatc  of  aftion,  flic  part 
deferves  a  capital  aftor  ;  Mr.  Swith  pojJMfcs  that 
'e&fy  elegance  and  ipirit  which  the  charafter  reqftifes  i 
but,  we  muft  be  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  HoLLRirt), 
notwifhftanding  fas  affeftation,  -claimed  a  fapcriorik. 
ly,  e^riaily  in  the  Isft  aft.  Mr.  Palktkr,  though 
JiDt  cquai  to  either  of  thefe  gcndemcn,  ftands  bciat 
Sn  this  part  than  could  be  cxpcftedfrom  his  ftatiofi, 
and  his  experience  of  the  ftage.  Wt  coididiy  rt- 
commcnd  moderation  in  afting  to  this  young  pcr- 
ftinner,  loodncis  of  fpcaklng,  and  violence  of  adi- 
bn,  under  the  faifc  notion  of  ^irit,  are,  with  ft#«t- 
ceptions,  very  offcnfive. 

I*hilario  Lucius,  Sec.  mzy  be  done  wldi  to  ftnA 
z  fliarc  of  executive  abifeJoB,  that  the  mention  dF 
j^y  particular  pcribns  in  fuch  pans  wodd  ^3t  tD*    • 
tally  fuperihious. 

The  Queen  is  a  finifliod  fcm^  monflcr,  decdc-  , 
fui,  ambiriou^,  and  crud,  withotit  any  one  iccoat- 
^nendation,  either  from  word  or  fenanicnt  j  a  terri- 
ble weight  upon  any  aftrefe,  and  an  offence  to  hti- 
inanity.  She  generally  faHs  to  die  fliare  of  a  thirf  • 
and  fourth  rate  performer,  and  indeed  dcfcrre!  no 
better  j  we  think  a  total  omiffion  of  her  would  havt 
mended  the  piece  :  Mrs.  REUDmi  and  Mrs.  Vim- 
ciNT  are  paflable  enougTi  in  this  hatrfid,  immwe- 
Hal  weed  of  royalty. 

■  Imogen,  for  tender,  fteady  affeJiEHah,  fa  a  com* 
j)limenc  to  her  fex,  and  opens  a  far  fteW  fcr  happy 
trfents  to  dilplay  rfiemlWvcs  w5tji  ftwcefe  -,  fttt  pot 
■felilfes  great  force  and  Variety,  but  fidh  uffunpatdon- 
Sbly  towards  tire  coBcWftofl.    Mrt.  <)iB«rR's 'wy 
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affefting  capabilities,  weic  much  better  fuited  to 
this  charafter  than  thofe  of  any  other  lady  we  have 
ieent  Mrs.  Yates  has gtcattntritinr^Vefentkigthe 
princds,  but  wants  an  elTentia],  el^ant  innocence  i 
Mrs.  BuLjcLEY  has  g^ven.  us  more  pleafure  than 
cou^  be  ei$)e£)!ed,  from  «  lady  ib Ikde  feen i.and 
Hiis  YouNos  has  fome  title  to  pr^fcj  though  a 
proper  meli0uous  flow  of  expreffion  and  cafe  ©f 
aflion,  are  wanting. 

Upon  the  whole,  Cymbelinx,  as  it  is  now  per- 
fomied,  Hands  a  good  chance  of  being  afloct^  or 
living  play,  as  long  as  theatrical  entertainments  are 
b  efteem.  To  atooe  for  grofs  iTrqgularities,  die 
incidents  are  well  imagined,  the  langu^  nervous, 
die  fcntiaients  cleVaKd,  and  the  chara^ers,  except 
in  the  laft  fcene,  where  there  is  a  fbange  hudi^ 
is!  difcoveries,  well  fupported  j  as  to  moral,  we 
tannot  difcovcr  any,  but  that  pmiadcnt^  by  unlceo 
means,  reftorcs  fliSering  innocence  to  happineis : 
jodicious  readers  will  ever  find  pleaftn%  from  this 
tragedy  i|i  the  clofet,  but  decoradoni  and  aftion  wijB 
tocA  recommend  it  to  general  cafte. 
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A  Comic  Opera.    By  Mr.  Bickm.staff, 

Xi.  Chorus  and  duett  in  prafe  of  rural compc- 
tence,  pleaCire  and  content,  open  -this  opera ;  after 
which,  Fairfield,  the  miller,  cxprelTing  latisfaAioR 
at  fuch  chearfulnefe,  as  gives  fpirit  to  labour,  cwdcrs  ? 
his  Ion  Ralph  to  load  flour  for  Lord  Aimworth's  s 
CO  this  the  lad  replies  churliQily,  and  remarks  on  a 
partiality  to  hb  fitter  Pat,  both  in  rcfpcd  of  educa- 
tion, and  her  manner  of  living.  ,  His  obfcrvations 
are  plcaTant  and  pertinent ;  the  old  man  fu^efts 
from  fuch  a  glibnefe  of  tongue,  that  Ms  fon  is  drunk, 
but  Ralph  denies  the  charge,  though  he  acknow- 
ledges having  been  treated  with  fome  wine  by  a 
gentleman  from  IL^ndon  ;  to  whom  he  Ipeaks  of 
returning,  and  therefore  in  defiance  of  all  his  Other's 
thieats,  determines  not  to  do  any  work  for  the  day, 
concluding  their  dUputes  with  a.fong  charafterifti- 
cally  worded,  and  well  calculated  for  comic  cx- 
preflion.  -j 

Patty,  called  by  |jer  father,  comes  forward,  and  in- 
troduces herfelf  xo  our  acquaintance  with  a  fong, 
intimating  that  love,  and  of  a  hopelefs  nature,  has 
invaded  her  breaft :  from  the  converfation  between. 
Patty  and  her  father,' we  learn,  that  a  match  is  de- 
pending between  one  Mifs  Sycamore  and  Lord  . 
Aimworth  ;  fome  obfcrvations  occur  refpefting  a 
melanchoUy  which  hai^s  round  our  Maid  <^  the 
Mill, 
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.Mill,  and  Fairfield,  like  a  prudent,  affedmoatt  &r 
ther,  propofes  farmer  Giles  to  her  as  a  fuitable  hus- 
band ;  her  reply  is  complacent  and  dutiful  \  qd  the 
milter's  mcndon  that  he  may  prove  a  much  better 
man  than  many  who  move  in  the  charaOer  of  gen:- 
tlemen,  Patty  corroborates  his  lentinient  in  an  agree- 
able Miy  which  has  both  good  fenfe  and  a  ihare  cf 
-fancy  to  recommend  it,  for  which  reafon  we- (hall 
prelent  the  reader  with  an  opportunity  to  penile  it. 

Wbat  are  outward  fonns  andyStfiWj 

To  an  boneft  heart  compar'd, 
Qft  the  ruflic  wanting  theft, 

Hu  the  nobler  portion  Ihar'd. 

-   Oft  we  fee  the  homely  flow'r. 
Bearing)  at  the  hedge's  lide  ; 
Virtues  of  more  foy'rcign  pow'r, 
Thanthe  garden's  gayefipridew  ."" 

The  word  fimss  ih  the  firft  Hne,  and  diat  which 
rhimesto.it  in  the  third,  we  apprehend  exceptiona- 
ble ;  not  only  as  mere  makefhtfts,  but  alfb  bang; 
unchafte,  and  rather  ungrammadcal. 

Upon  Party's  gomg  oif,  farmer  Giles  (nters,  and 

.enquires  what  hopes  \  Fatr£eld  encourages  him,  ]3f 
ieeming  to  think  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  liicce&f  but 

.intimates,  that  her  peculiar  obligations  to  Lord 
Aimworth's  family,  requires  their  content  to  every 

'  material  Aep  flie  tal^.  Giles  from  hence  hmts  a 
preyailing  report  that  Lord  AimWorth,  as  he  phrafcs 
it,  has  a  iheaking  kindnels  for  Patty ;  this  fuppo- 
fition  her  father  treats  as  an  idle  tale,  and  iminedi- 
atcly  advifes  to  foUicit  th6  peer's  confent  to  his  pror 

.pofed  match  i  tlus  t/he  heatty  ruftic  gladly  con^ts 

-  '       ■        tfls 
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to,  bat  wHhing  to  pay  his  miftrds  a  pcrfomd  con^ 
pfimcnt,  the  mHIerpcmits  her  out  in  the  next  room  ^ 
upon  viach  he  adchcfles  her  in  a  fong  of  feme  hxt- 
mom,  and  withom:  waiting  for  any  repiy,  or  any  . 
jtnnieQiatc  inteivicw,  fie  retires. 

ftttty  now  appears,  and  receives  from  her  fiu^cr 
tJic  painful  infomation,  that  her  difgtiftAil  admirer 
is  gone  to  foiicit  Lord  Aimworth^  approbation  of 
tie:  depending  match ;  dm  thnnrs  her  into  a  fbong 
agitation  of  mind,  »nd  hy  beiitadve  intimations  fhe 
figrufies  it  i  however,  upon  the  miller's  warm  re- 
monftrances,  fhe  feems  to  acquiefce,  when  be  leaves 
her  to  afoliloquy,  in  which  Ihe  dlfcoveis  the  real 
bent  of  her  paffion  is  to  Lord  Aimworth  ;  who,  ac- 
ording  w  her  fuppoQtioD;  does  not  hold  her  indif- 
fcrendy }  nevertheless,  feveral  irkibme  doubts  arife, 
which  in  the  true  operacical  ftile,  sit  coH^fed  for 
the  prefent  with  a  ioQg,  very  bogiud,  both  m  verfi- 
fication  and  fentiment. 

Sir  Harry  Sycamore  and  his  daughter  Tlicodolia, 
*oif  mount  the  ftage  i  by  what  paflfes,  we  are  iiK 
fcmed,  that  love  is  pfc^ing  crofe  pBrpofts  in  this 
&mily  alfo.  Theodofia  upbraids  die  o!d  gentteman 
iwih  haviilg  encouraged  her  to  receive  die  addrelles 
of  One  Mt  Mcfvinj  and  haying  dSfcarded  him  t© 
make  way  for  a  treaty  of  ^ance  with  Lord  Aim- 
wurth  i  rfie  baconet's  defence  is  rather  evafivrfy  ha- 
.dicrous  than  radonal,  Aid  he  is  at  htft  obliged-  to 
DWDjthat  he-has iacrificed  his  own  opinion  to  that-of 
tady  Sycamore.  Sueh  condeftenfioo  tile  young 
lady  rather  objcfls  to,  as'the  efieft  of  good  nature 
improperiy  extended  >  and,  with  a  becoming- fpirit 
mf  ififinterefbdnels,  upon  bnng  afked  if  flie  could 
^^np  tfae-vicw  erf*  tides  and  ample  fmun^  dec 
dares 
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dares  &e  would  moft  wiUingfy;  rather  chuTing  n> 
•embrace  a  cupid  of  her  own  liking,  in  the  humbleft 
garb^  than  one  with  golden  wings  contrary  to  her 
riice,  generous  inclination. 

Lady  Sycamore  now  eaters^  faH  .of  the  dazzling 
^ipearancc  of  jewek  her  .daughter.is  to  become  mi- 
ibds  Q^  and  calls  jchen  with  other  ^pendages  c^ 
-quality,  rbe  blcfliBgs.of  life.  Theodora's  morc,r»- 
dooal  idea  of  thii^  brings  on  an  altercation,  and 
Jhc  is  tsxsd  with  lowneO  of  fpint;  in  pFcfening  a 
{Htiful  citizen  to  a  noble  peer  -,  there  is  a  confidera' 
iile  ihare  of  plcafing  humour  in  what  paflcs  here, 
and  Sir  Harry  is  brought  into  a  kind  of  dilemma 
by  Theodora's  obierving,  thuheis-not  averfe  to 
her  match  with  Mervm  -;  iiowever,  the  old  lady  pro^  ° 
vails,  and  the  knight  fings  fprth  his  reTcntment  for 
■ihc  young  lady's  contradit^ting  her  mama. 

Lotd  Aimtforth  comes  iiarwaid,  introducing 
Qfcsj  after  paying  a  &ort  compliment  to  Sir  Hat-  - 
ly,  his  kmUhip  enters  .upon  the  fanner's  bufinefs : 
haog  in&rmcd  it  is  for  his  leave  to  marry,  he  gives 
it  with  condescending  cordiality,  and  adds  his  hopes, 
that  Giles  has  jaade  a  prudent  choice.  After  fbmc 
Jimple,  ludicrous  circumlociiitiQn,  the  iruftic  names 
Jiis  fweetheaiT  i  upon  which  the  peer  pronounces 
JiCT  a  deferving  obje^  but  feems  a  little  particulac, 
in  aOpi^  whetiicr  the  giil  is  willing,  whether  fhc 
ient  to  afk  his  cocieac,  and  whether  her  genteel  edu- 
cation may  not  render  her  unBt  for  fuch  a  match. 
Giks's  fbng  in  pfaiie«f^  miitrela's  notable  quali- 
£cations,  has  ipirit  an4  huinour. 

After  Giles  is  gcme  ofiF,  Sir  Harry  (lily  inlJnuatt^    * 
that  a  tenant  to  cake  off  a  calt  miftrels,  is  very  con- 
.TOiient  v  then  talks  of  his  own  youthfijl  gajlantry 
flgafandy  enough,  but  carries  the  joke  too  ht  when 
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las  murimMuai  du^titjr  is  mention^  ;  for  ntlucH 
Lady  Sycamore,  ^ith  ftrid  propriety,  drives  him 
put  of  the  room. 

Lord  Aimworth  Jeft  done,  meditates  cm,  and 
acknowledges  his-embarrafTed  ftate  between  Theo-; 
4ofia,  to  whom  hs  \s  engaged  by  promife,  and  Patty, 
to  whom  he  is  attached  by  inclination  ;  iortK  prexxf 
-lemarks  upon  the  hard  Tcftriftions  of  bu^  and  fta- 
tion  occur,  but  his  lordlfa^'s  6m^  we  are  not  very 
fqnd  of,  as  the  idea  is  fome«^iat  ibrced,  and  die  fimi- 
-Utude  rather  obfcure,  diough  trite. 

Ralph  and  IVfervin  here  enter,  foUowed  by  Fan- 
ay,  'who,  as  a  gypfey,  pnefles  the  latter  hard  foe 
charity,  but  her  fuit  is  not  attended  to  immediately, 
'  «s  his  attention  is  engaged  by  Theodofia's  fuppofed 
fai&ood  I  however,  he  is  at  length  fung  out  of  a 
bounty,  ac  which  ^alpli  Seam  very  angry,  and 
riuvatens  to  talc*  it  ftotn  her.  By  the  foUawing 
-part^  this  fecne  we  find,  that  Ra^h  has  a  parti- 
cular teridre  for  her,  which  he  communicaies  as  a 
pro^innd  and  important  fecret.  Mervin,  through 
Re^'s  indmacy  with  the  gj^fies,  ftrikes  out  a 
fchone  of  di%iu&^  hisfiielf  as  otte  o£  the  gang, 
;ha£  he  tmy  therdjy  get  n  fight  of  his  nilbefs  ) 
Ra^>h  promi^  him  vhat  he  dcfiies^  the  cit  thei) 
makes  a  mufical  ode,  and  apdy  oompares  his  tm- 
-zardotis  nietamorphoie  tti  the  ventures  of  n  mer- 
chant,.who  runs  Known  ba^wtts  in  purfiat  of  what 
iwa^bet. 

Oilfis  enten  widi  Fatty  and  Fanny,  full  of  ki^ 
fuccefs  with  Lord  Aimworih,  vtiash  he  relates  t  bat 
dcMS  not  meet  with  the  leceptkin  he  feems  to  «icpe£b. 
(^horlifli  Ralph  throws  in  a  reinark,  that  Iris  fififct 
"^ufd  clnt^  her  (doatfao  iw  ftwh  as  fuit  her  fta^ 
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tJoB  betcei  i  010  promtfi^  to  (^  her  lather,  afid  « 
qwrtettPj  ^hich  concluded  the  feft  a£ti  it  fiipg  t  w 
o>  [Heces  q£  this  foru  the  words  being  mere  pafiive 
ii^mc^  ^  nufic  and  it^i^  Hiot^  DM  be  oi- 
ticifcd; 

i/)rd  AimwoFtii  a[ieiia  the  fecohd  tA  vith  «  £}li- 
wpiji  espreffing  fentimeDts  <£  virtuous  tendency,  *' 
and  a  delicate  attachment  to  Patty ;  fong*  ate  oa- 
ce&ry  to  make  an  opera,  el&  vhat  his  lordfh^ 
fiogi  here  might  as  ^rell  have  been  omittod;  Our 
Mud  of  the  MiU,  with  very  natural  k^  and  jpalpi- 
tatkul  c^heatt»  ap^ffoaches  her  noble  admver ;  the 
tnc^untcr  is  well  managed;  and  their  conveHation 
<^xtis  in  an  eafy^  pleating  tnaoncr;  het  thankiag 
him  ibr  &vours  conferred;  and  his  mAiiner  of  rs- 
pnriog  thtdfe  thaoksi  are  pivttily  conceiredj  his 
lordlhip's  remark'  upon  the  change  of  her  dreii^ 
JBkvs  that  Ihe  has  ibme  intercfl  in  his  thoughts;  and 
iftty  mtroduces  the  ini^gencc  his  mother  had 
Ihemi  the  girL  There  is  a  well  cbnneSsd  clmi  of 
gradation  irom  one  fubjef);  to  another  in  this  Jcenc, 
AndLoKl  Aimworth'sdubitable;  round- abbot  men- 
tkn  (^  fvmer  Giles;  with  Fatt^^s  icplies;  are;  we 
teocQvt;  a  good  pifture  of  nature  in  fuch  circum- 
Aances  i  his  kr^ip's  dedaratian  of  turning  the . 
tutieft.  Well-meaning  niftic  off  his  &rm;  may  be  a^ 
^ida^ed  fcH-  as  a  p^bable  ftan  of  jealoufy,  but  it 
ioftiflges  iqion  generolity  of  princqile  t  however, 
^lere  is  fbm£  leafon  to  think  lie  docs  it  metely  to 
try  whether  Ihe  has  a  pofitive  regard  &r  his  rival 
Ot  hot;  The  feelings  of  twoyouthfbl  minds  ui  lovs- 
Hidi  each  other,  jit  ignorant  of  the  miicual  attach- 
ment, is  v«7  well  defcribed  in  this  tete-a-tete ;  his 
Wdihip  being«gbod-naturedly  .peevifti;  and  Fatt^  ' 
P  %  tinl(»oufly 
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tinH%t>u%  obfcurc  ;  the  tranlition  tn  a  marriage 
with  Theodofia  is  well  introduced.  At  the  coqi- 
clulion  of  this  fcene  Lord  Aimworth's  feelings'  rife 
irito  a  jdft  degree  of  peq>lexit7,  and  be  -goes  c^  with 
a  very  tolerable  foog. 

Upon  the  peer's  departure  Giles  enters,  infornung 
Patty  of  {(xcic  Fural  honcmn  vhc  tenants-  are  going  to 
-|iay  \Axd  Aimworch's-  amval^  and  feliciting  her  as 
a  partner  in'  the  feftival-  dance,  being,  as  he  fays, 
intended  his  partner  fbitiUe  v  upon  mention  of  this 
laft  circumftance,  Patty  enters  into  a  IcriOus  remon- 
ftrance  againfl;  Giles's  hopes  of  a  matrimonial  union, 
with  her  v  nay,' fhe  goes  fo  far  as  todecjare.an ab- 
.icitute  diflike,  which  even  the  authority  e£  her  father 
■cannot  remove,  or,  as  ihr  exprcfies  it  inherfor^, 

■  fears  of  the  greateft  hardfliips  •,  leaving  him  with 
.an  eameft  requeft  not  to  harrafs  her  with  fo  irkfome 
a  fubjeft :  (he  throws  poor  Giles  inro  a  conftema^ 
tion;  his  fijppofition  that  leambg  has- cracked  her 
brain,  is  extremely  chara&eriftic  ;  and  his  method 
of  accounting  for  the  icpuUe  the  has  given  him,  we 

-  hold  in  the  fame  ^w  r  his  long  is  nothing  but  a 

■  repetition  of  what  he  has  faid  before,  however,  pof- 

-  iirfies  a  d^ree  of  humour  chat  mufl  re'conunend  it. 

In  the  next  fcene  we  are  entertained  with  ibins 
^teeable  remarks  on  rural  felicity,  of  which  Patey 
and  Theodofia  leem  to  have  a  juft  and  fpirited  idea : 
.  Fanny,  at  Mervin's  defire,  approaches  I'heodcrfia, 
and  addtellesherin  the  right  gipfcy,  begginj;,*for- 
tune-tclHng  cant,  but  without!  efed.  MeiTon,  un- 
der favour  of  hb  dt%uile,  pretends  to  pick  up  a  pa- 
per, which  is  in  reality  a  letter  from  hunfdf  gb  The- 
odofia •,  upon  reading  it,  (he  eagerly  delires  to  be 
*  qjpduAcd  to  the  writer  of  it  ^  this  induces  the  low 
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to  difcovq-  himfclf,  which  he  has  but  juft  dons- 
when  Sir  Harry  and  Lady  Sycimore  cbme  upOBi 
them.  The  knigHt  happening  to  cough  is  huiiwur- 
oufly  reproved  by  his  lady  for  not  obferving  hcf 
^reftions  concerning  health  :  upon  mention  of 
gypfics,  Sir  Harry  aflhines  the  m^ifteri^  ftile,.  and 
rates  them  fonndty  •,  however,  urged  and  led  on  by 
Mcnrin,  they  prefs  after  him ;  this  occafiona  Lady 
Sycamore  to  exprefs  apprehenfions,  while  her  va- 
lorous fpoufe  fings  forth  hb  refentment  in  a  rhap- 
fcdy  of  afaufc  againft  the  mendicant  crew  ;  a  dr- 
fumftance  whidi  throws  the  gypjfies  into  a  confter- 
naion,  left  he  fliould  be  a  juffice  of  peace. 

Mcrvin,  who  had  foHowed  Theodolta,  returns 
imich  ch^rined  at  her  departure,  drives  off'the  gyp- 
fie^  and  is  in  violent  agitation  about  his-  mifbtHi^ 
who  unexpeftedly  appears  in  the  pavillbn ;  upon 
Icciog  her,  with  the  true  phrenzy  of  impatient  lov^ 
Jieisfor  ciimbinguproher-,  however,  this  flic pni- 
dendy  forbids,  and,  as  time  prefles  clofe,  Ihe  comes 
at  once  not  only  to  a  declaration  of  love,  but  of  het ' 
icadinefs  to  elope  with  him.  Here  a.  ftcOi  difficuttf 
aiilies,  how  to  carry  the  lady  ofF,  having  no  car- 
riage or  horfes  (  fhe  defires  him  to  expcft  her  at 
the  Mill,  and  to  dcvife  in  the  mean  time  fome  me- 
thod to  accomplifh  their  mutual  wifhes ;  the  amo- 
rous ditty  flic  fings  is  made  up  of  agreeable  nothing- 
nefs,  fomided  on  the  pilfered  idea  of  Juliet^  calling 
Romeo  back,  and  forgetting  what  Ihe  has  to  fay. 

When  Theodofia  difappears,  Fanny  claims  itom 
Mervin  the  reward  he  promifed  her  fbciety,  which 
lie  gives  her,  fuggefting  to  himleif  a  fchnne  of  get- 
ting Theodofia  dtfguifed  as  a  gypfy  ^Hb.  To  fur- 
ther this  piupofi^  aod  to  make  Fanny  a  fafter  friend, 
*  to 
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he  gives  her  a  gtuiKa,-  as  eameft  of  tffcfity  mo^^  if 
Ihe  vnll  falfil  his  ddircs ;  Fanny,  by  mJCUkii^ 
Mervin's  meanings  gives  th«  fcent  an  arcfa  tur%  fa' 
yoyrable  to  .a^ng  merit. 

Ralph's  appearance  makes  Faiiny  Fcfolvcj  that 
\mk&,  he  fulpis  his,  promiie  oS  marriage,  he  muft 
converie  no  more  with  her  ^  feeing  his  miftrels  kx^ 
elooBiy,  and  receiving  very  Jhort  anfti^ers  froiii  her^ 
the  young  miller  enquires  the  cau&v  a<v^  intidiaKs 
hish^viogabout  withthegentleman^  if  he  Iwbeea 
uncivil  to  her.  This  brings  her  to  an  explaitapoot 
and  Ihe  claims  his  promiie  ^  hence  a  welUconedved 
^uabble  arifes,  and  very  ungentle  Krms  etifue  : 
quit?  cock-a-hoop  with  her  views  from  Merrini 
Fanny  rates  him  loundly,  and  he  in  return  tre^  her 
'with  a?  good,  as  Ihe  brings.  This  whole  fcene  is 
perfedly  founded  i{t  nature,  and  expre0ed.h^^ 
Xjj  ;  Rajph's  foliloquyt  wherein  he  vows  revenga 
q^nft  1^5  fupppfcd  rival,  Mr,  Mcrvin,  is  fpiritcd, 
humourous,  and  very  much  in  charader. 

We  are  now  coodufted  t6  tha  Mill,  where  w^ 
inoet  FalrSeld  and  Giles  over  a  pot  of  beer,  the  for-i 
rner  lameoting  that  his  dau^ter  is  deaf  to  all  per- 
fua^ion,  refpeftjng  the  marriage  ;  while  tlie  Utterv 
whh  a  blunt,  generous  d^;rcc  <rf  Gompofurc*  im-' 
putes  ic  to  the  right  caule,  her  liking  another  bctteri 
Jlis  djlinterefted  fentimencs  in  this  fcene  recopunend 
him  much,  ai)d  his  feniible  retignation.t^  the  hop^ 
he  h^  foriped,  Ibew  a  good  htiad^  as  well  9S  ai  ho^ 
Ijeft  heart* 

I^Qrd  Airnworth  coming  uricxpeftedly,  Fairfield 

h  rather  puzzled  A  pay  his  refpe^^  with  proprietyi 

bpt  is  relK:ved  by  the  peer's  affable  condefem^ion.i 

who  Oionly  intioduces  the  ftil^ofl  of  Fatty's  mar' 
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fiage,  and  obferves,  that  ijothing  but  the  fuddet| 
death  of  his  mother  could  have  prevented  a  genteel 
'  provifion  being  made  for  the  gijl  ■,  to  repair  which 
lofs,  with  very  delicate  generofity,  his-  lordfhip  pre- 
fents  to  the  Miller  a  bill  of  a  thoufand  pounds,  and 
takes  on  himfelf  the  expence  of  Patty's  nuptials  : 
Fairfield,  after  exprelfing  fuitable  gratitude,  acr 
qOaints  Lord  Aimworth  with  his  daughter's  aver- 

.  fion  to  the  match,  and  begs  his  influence  to  recon~ 
cik  her.    This  inKUigence  and  requeft  caufe  his 

♦  lordlhip  frcfli  perplexity  i4iowcver,  the  miUerfend^ 
in  Fatty,  between  whom  and  the  peer  a  fcetteof  cH^ 
'ticatdc^cacyeAfues.  , 

The  manner  in  which  Lord  Aimworth  foundiF 
Fatty's  real  inclinatidn,  his  playing  moth  like  round 
the  flame  of  his  own  pafficm,  herdi^ence  and  trcr 
mw  of  heart,  his  avowal  of  love,  her  declinir^  tht 
firft  Tnih  <rf  her  heart,  to  preyeftt  any  d%race  frotfi 
falling  on  his  rank,  by  an  inadequate  ccmnediony' 
all  do  die  author  of  diis  piece  great  credit.  Ma«r 
pets  are  leA  in  an  undeteiinined  ftiate  when  Sir  Hatv 
Tf  csiters,  fluttered  with  an  idea  that  his  daughter 
was  near  bring  carried  off  by  a  gypfcy  man  i  aftet 
ckprefitng  his  refentment,  he  takes  Ijxd  AimwOrtI| 
afide,  in  favour  of  Giles,  who  has  been  relating  h!^ 
difappointment  -,  while  the  peer  and  her  fadier  ait 
in  convcrfe  apart,  Theodofia  -lets  us  hear  her  appro^ 
batioa  of  the  gypfcy  fcheme. 

Sir  Harry  acquaints  Giles  of  my  lord's  good  d!£- 
pofmon  towards  him,  and  declaring  that  he  wlA 
take  ail  up,  a  quintetro,  expreflive  of  their  fererol 
hirelings,  concludes  the  fecond  a£t. 

Lady£ycamore,and  her  mate,  at  the  banning  cf 
fhe  xh^fd  ad,  are  much  agitated  about  thcif  daugh- 
■'■■■-■'■  ■      ^f    . 
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fir's  elc^xment  with  a  gypfey }  Lord  Aimwonh  ciw 
deavoucs  to  Ibften  matters^  and  defires  that  he  majr 
Jiavetheman^ment  of  th«a£fair,dpcciallyas  he  has 
been  the  caufc  of  Mils  Sycamore's  unealinefs.  The 
Juught's  remarks  upon  ladies  are  rather  harfh,  and 
jKtt  very  chara£teriftic  for  a  man  fo  much  under  the 
ciominionof  acrookfdnbashe  feems  to  be.  Ralph, 
uniier  apprehenfion  of  having  done  fomething 
wrong,  apologizes  to  l,ord  Aimworth,  who  accjuils 
htm,  and  ieeing  die  miller,  enquices  his  buCncls  ; 
f  airfield,  from  a  very  delicate  principle,  acquwits  • 
liinii  that  as  talkative  people  have  thrown  out  fcan- 
dalous  inlinuations,  refpefting  the  tltouland  pound 
iiote  given, to  him  for  Patty,  he  begs  to  return  it  j  . 
adding*  that  farmer  Giles  has  been  prejudiced  a- 
,gainft  Patty  by  means  of  iL  I^rd  Aimworth  coiv- 
defcends  to  take  back  the  noce,  and  .having  ^icen, 
though  inadvertendy,  the  caufe  of  Patty's  loluig  one 
tuJband,  protniiies  to  get  her  anothpr,  for  which 
ptnpofe  he  defires  the  miller  to  bring  her  immedir 
ately,  but  detains  him  to  take  a  letter  he  is  going  ■ 
ia  write  ■,  then  gives  the  audience  a  hint  of  iiis  in> 
leitfion  by  a  fong. 

In  the  next  fcene  Fanny  becomes  petitioner  to 
Ralph»  who  humoroufiy  retorts  upon  her  the  rough 
xreatmCDt  fhe  gave  him,  and  ilands  proof  againft  all 
iier  folicitation  ^  we  apprehend  his  ibng,  cfpecially 
the  firft  verfe,  difcovers  a  delicacy  of  fentitiient  and 
ciprcffion  rather  out  of  chara£ter  for  matter  Ralph.  ■ 
fanny,  finding  his  obduracyj,  laments  her  ownfot- 
iaken  ftatc  j  when  Die  mentions  the  gentleman, 
though  an  enraged  gypfey  might  fay,  the  devil  ruif 
iitw<Pf  with  him,  yet  we  apprehend  it  a  very  blamea- 
Jbde  mode  of  exprcffion  for  the  rti^e. 

Farmer 
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'Farmer  Gi!«  now  appears,  nettled  at  fometfiirt^ 
Patty  has  faid  to  hiin,  and  from  the  warmth  of  con>' 
Verfarion  declares,  that  he  *ont  have  her  j  this  a* 
Urms  her  pridcj  fcft  he  fhould  think  her  temper 
moved  .On  that  account^  fhe  declares  that  nothing 
but  painfW  hcceifity  coiild  have  "obliged  her  even 
to  a  feeming  confent  j  here  Giles  exhibits  a  touch. 
6f  the.brutt,  artd  v&y  juftly  irritates  Patty  till  her 
paffion  gets  vent  at  her  eyes,  when  ihc  fings  the  fol- 
lowng  ail",  which  ^€  think  worth  tranfcribing4 

Oil  leave  me,  in  pityt  the  falfliood  I  fconl, 

For  flander  the  boTom  untainted  defies  i  " 

But  rudenefi  and  infult  arc  not  to  be  borne. 
Though  o^rcd  by  wretcbea  we've  Icnfii  to  deTpile. 

Of  woman  derencelels  how  cruel  the  fate, 
Pals  ever  lb  cautious  fo  blamelels  her  way  } 

Nature  and  envy  lurk  always  in  .wait. 
And  innoceiicc  falb  to  their  Fury  a  prey* 

MefVin*  ppovldcd Vith  a  difguile  for  Theodofii*  ■ 
Cttnes  on  here,  and  the,  after  rallying  him  for  letting 
ber  be  at  the  appointed  place  before  him,  goes  into 
aclefet  to  put  oa  the  gypfcy  garment ;  which  done, ' 
Uk  fings'ari  air  in  Ac  ftile  of  thofe  itinerant  gentry, 
and  is  going  off  with  her  lover,  when  they  are  inter- 
repted  by  riic  approach  of  Fairfield  and  Giles :  the 
ffliler  feeing  t*o  ttfgypfey  appearance  in  his  houfe, 
ihieatens  them  with  punishment,  when  fazing  The-" 
odofia,  to  fee  if  Ihe  has  ftolen  any  thing,  he  knows  ■ 
hor,  and  iexpreflfes  aftonifliment  at  her  difguife.  On 
the  difcovery,  Mervin  oSers  to  bribe  the  miller,  who  ; 
rgefls  the  prbpofal  with  proper  fpirit,  and  giving  hira 
a  fetter  fitim  Lord  Aimworth,  advifes  theif  going  ' 
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iiffiiiftitJiig. 
Vf,  his.  lgpy|i^p*£,  Oi?.  Rfp^  of  the^  legos', ftiicu-  _ 
^hcraig  ^  running  i^TOy  is .  la^  s^v  ;«4  tj^  K)^ 
f9lvc  to  obg;  tjiq  p/fcft  fuqirnpfl!.  TjiH?^^ 
throw^g  out  ^  g9Q^i];|tij;^;  dou^  qf  I^fepnii's 
fincen^,  hfl  apf^rs  by.  a  ^ng,  fo\)iidp^  i;p^.a;it; 
of  the  njofi  l^cV.eyc4  ffflpffljavt*  W.  SP^i^,c<m 
pofitioc). 

Giles,  ip.^  fi>mwm7  otfcn^,  hiaQpi^^eitt>iiW 
un,  tliai:  lie  lv*.hca[cS  o^,  I^riAiji^9^i^.pi;3ffiij|ij 
to  get J^^tty.  ^  luilbwi  wditJtfQm  PH'i  ^i'=<»i 
jeftures  who  it  may  be  ;  he  alfo  exprefles  his  latis- 
faflion  at  having  dkaped  tfap  nooie^  nith  one  he 
fuppofes  a  caffcmiQscit,  and^refolves  toitoca  batche- 
lor,  that  he  ma^avMd'die  chance  of  bdi^  ft.  cuckold. 

F^CRh  the  Mill  w&  are-  ag^in  convejcpd'to  Lord 
Aimworth's  hc^ifi;,  where  wp  J^l^ct  with  his  lo^lhip 
removing  Fairfi^^'s,  unqaCifiefs^'  at  the.  attaji^  whidi 
has  been  made  ugpn  hjs,  di^ugh^r^a,  iroijfiipwi. 
When  the  mijler'd^fl^eg^hj^fc^  ccifi?;!)?,  ajj^  is  go- 
ing home,  the  peer  furprizes  him  with  a  propofiiKni 
<^takiQgP«tyf<x.hi)Jad)(i  thiioldcn^*«flfeQUlcf 
I^^.  at:  fech.  uQezpcAol  ho^oiu.  ihfi.jtmi^wik 
nisa's.  aftoaifljoienc.  ^  fuel}  iu)fi»e&eit'.h^ipfaefi». 
-vfith-hii.  iQidfbtpfsL  ten^«^declA»ao&s,-n|tKJciD  tfai** 
%Ofi.a^ifUng;  aiidi.weiTQi)»isto.a%rei,thitti(difb 
^^phfay^, upon  his  fiftcc's. wMitV^- a  pnq^acn. 
hnowlodgtnent*.  ia.  as.  nacorai.  coa)gtiefa»%iv  at}(h 
fiptat).effi)fiott  oCOrapUcitTvasewn  ft^froin.aivi. 
author*3,pcQ,  "Dffv^n.cm.  youiq  koccv  walifirflJL 
ctyJng." 

■^Vtena^duetivin  theh^aai-coQ Jbaufi,  bdanqatt. 

tbe.hajjpy.p^,  SJr.Harrjc,.  Lady.  S^ecan^^rcy  MnviB. 

Ad.T^Koc^fiaappe^;  ftpnj  .what.thq  Jtqighf  fay^ 

TC  ki^n»  diat  l^.  th^  iacei|ioi^oa.Qf  LoolxAiaft-^ 

-  wth, 
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worth,  die  \nOie3  rf  Th£o^fta  foA  her  Io*cr  jrc  B 
bt  ith&Hcd.  upon  his  lordftiip's  (Jt^entitag  VtMj 
as  Ihs  inttflded  bride,  fomc  objirdions  aiclbUtcd  h^ ' 
Sir  Hany  add  hk  bdy,  ^hicK  the  peer  g^intt^  and 
ftnflbty  fea  sfidc)  then  jrcfceeds  to  phmdoftr  his 
koAe(t  fkthA-in-'k>ff,ahd  declares  an  ihtautmof  |^- 
&Ag  Ralph  8  comfniffidn.  The  forward  Toong 
niftic's  refMdaon  df  kcejAftg  Fan  when  hcism  of- 
fictt,  and  his  ekvated  j*rtnefsi  are  cirodnftahc^ 
h^lhly  ifi  natuit.  Giles  joinii^  tte  com^ny^,  is 
tntreduced  tO  h&  fbi^iicr  AveiftheEi!rt,  and  pro^i£bd 
femiiSbn  of  a  fear*i  rerttjaUlArties  thns  atx(^no< 
d^ted,  the  piece  cdhdodes  with  an  falterriate  feog. 

"With  refpeft  to  the  plot  oT  .this  opera,  it  is  Rttir 
l^e,  uniform  an'd  interi:ftii^ ;  the  fdenc^  ait  ranged 
in  an  agreeable  fucceffion,  &7id  ilhe  fongi  flow  liiatu- 
rAj  frtAn  the  dialogue,  #hich  we  think  well  virfed 
iot-i  and  ifdapted  to  the  duA'afters  ;  neither  the  ftn- 
tiidcfttS  nrfr  ^rfiflcatibn-  of  the  fdngs  dcfcr^  Triudt 
pitilc;  Aid  wi  fuppofe  the  autlior  only  riieailt  them 
ai  nkxi  inftrutnehts  ibr  con6biiut^  jind  .coovcfing 
mulical  ibunds. 

In  a  ttrinf  bf  Uk  'chara^^ers,  ^  find  Lbrd  Aihi' 
■*oitii  what  erery  ftobleman  fhould  W,  iritl  %Kat 
■9ft  fear  verj'  fc#  arc,  humane-,  gchcrcAis,  viiti«nis 
3nd  difirit£t6fi%d }  po0fefrnig  tbo  mlich  gdod  fcnle 
to  be  fwaqrd  by  isn  irfatidna!  pnde  of  birth^  ii^  too 
itiuch  deticacy  of  fendment  to  approach  the  objed 
rf  lus  love  Upon  uriirc*thy  terms.  As  tht  part  in 
reptrfentation  rei^uirtfs  more  of  the  ^Ung  aClor, 
tluin  th£;  harmonious  finger,  hoWevo*  we  may  like 
Mr.  MftTtockS  in  the  air^  wc  muft  rather  ol^eft 
to  Mm  in  the  dialogue ;  nfcnrelefs  e:f  prelDon  and 
Unraryi)^  features,  throw  a  gredt  damp  on  this  part. 
Q^z  We 
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We  are  fbrry  to  lay,  that  the  lame  remark  is  eqxiaUy 
appKcabkto  Mr.  Dubellamv,  who  has  confelTcd* 
ly  much  merit  as  a  finger,  not  one  grain  as  a  fpcak- 
cr.  -  JSfr.- Reddish  did  it  for  his  benefic»  as  we  rc- 
mcm&epj.^and  appeared  theexad  reverie  of  thofo 
gcnifcraeii  we  have  mentioned  j  fuppofing  his  view 
was  T^QTt  to  get  money  than  fame,  and  that  he  did 
m>t  meanto  impofe  bimfclf  on  the  public  as  a  mu-* 
ileal  performer,  his  Lord  Aimwordi  was  refpe^table. 

Sir  Harry  Sycatnore  is  a  talkative,  v^n,  igno- 
rant baronet,  well  calculated  for  Mr.  Shuter,  who 
certainly  exhibits  hun  with  whimfical  pleafantry } 
howevef,  though  we  give  him  the  foremoft  praife, 
juftice  obliges  m  to  fay,  that  Mr.  Parsons  treads 
dde  on  his  heels  and  Itiews  himfelf  a  very  capablo 
lervicor  in  the,  temple  of  Momus. 

Mervin  is  a  loving  gentleman,  of  very  little  merit, 
and  ac  each  houfe  has  fallen  into  very  feeble  hands  % 
Mcf&s.  BAicERandFAWOET  dojifpoflible,  lefifbr 
him  than  the  author  has  done ;  fo  that  what  Mr, 
■  PicKERSTAFF  has  faintly  concei^Kd,  they  as  infipid- 
ly  execute. 

Fairfield,  the  miller,  is  a  moft:  amiable  ruftic,  pof- 
fe0ed  of  feelings  and  ideas  equal  to  a  more  ncaltcd 
character,  a  kind  parent,  and  an  honeft  man  ;  the 
lituation  he  is  placed  in,  and  his  mode  of  behsviour, 
render  him  an  objeft  of  refpcft  and  concern.  We 
are  extremely  pleafed  ac  meeting  an  opportunity  of 
giving  Mr.  Gibson  our  approbation  in  this  part,  and 
ve  have  never  mentioned  him  diiadvantageoufly, 
but  his  worth  in  private  life  made  us  peculiarly  la^ 
fnent  his  deficiencies  on  the  ftage,  Mr^  Jefferson 
haying  the  ^Ivantageof  much  freer  exprefiion  than 
Mr.GiBSON^vemuft^vehimfofar  the  preference,' 
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Giles  is  an  extreme  well-drawn,  rural  chara£ter,  and 
Mr.  Beard  did  that  honett,  unafiedted  fimplici^ 
which  diftinguilh  him,  particular  juftice  \  his  hu- 
mour was  natural,  forcible  and  intelligible.  The 
fanner  has  never  been  quite  hlmfelf  fince  that  verjr 
excellent  Tinging  ador  has  left  the  ft:^  ;  however, 
impartiality' demands  that  we  fhould  allow  Mr.  Ban- 
msTBR  a  very  happy  fliare  of  execution,  both  in  the 
fpealdng  ana  finging,  confiderably  more  thananjT 
competitor  fince  the  original.  Mr.  Reinhold 
has  performed  the  part  mth  a  confiderable  fliare  of 
merit,  but  wants  an  eOential  meUownefs  of  humour ; 
and  Mr.  Barkshaw  has  exhibited  the  fumer,  but 
having  more  of  the  Clare  Market  knock-me-down  _ 
knowing-one,  than  ruftic  limplicity,  was  by  no  *> 
means  an  agreeable  reprefentative. 

Ralph  is  drawn  with  much  plea&it  propriety, 
and  fupportcd  equally  through  the  whole.  What- 
ever merit  Mr.  Dibdik  may  have  in  compofition,  be 
cenainly  has  not  the  (hadow  of  any  in  aftingj 
irfierefore,  we  are  hardy  enoqgh  to  fay,  the  young 
fiiiller  could  Icarce  have  fallen  into  wprfe  hands. 

Mr,  Dyer  has  fome  degree  of  fpirit  and  nature,  , 
yet,  if  we  may  allude  to  painting,  his  performance 
IS  little  more  than  dead  colouring  the  charaifter.  If 
Mr.  King  had  not  neceflarily  a  caft  of  parts,  which 
ftarcc  allows  him  proper  relaxation,  the  young  mil- 
ler fliould  moft  certainly  be  rendered  a  public  fa- 
vourue^  by  the  recommendation  of  his  truly  cftmic 
powers. 

LadjiSycMTorc  is  a  vain,  pofltive  old  lady,  who 

\itMs  tur  lord  and  matter  In  that  light  we  fear  many 

wives  do  i   and  thinks  her  own  underftanding  is 

Siewn  to  mor^  advantage,  by  taking  him  into  the 

leading- 
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kading-jbn^  of  her  diiciftion.  Her  6veruntine3 
Qwdefly  in  catching  at  the  ftigbteil  appearance  «f 
licentious  ideas, -is  ^%ry  chara^eriiUc  i  her  formality 
and  falfe  conleqUence,  areicxcenondy  lupportod  t^  ' 
Mrs.  FiTT;  and  Mrs.  Bradshaw,  tfaou^in&rior, 
cannot  fail  to  gratify  an  audience.  > 

Theodoria,  who  has  nothiag  par^cuUr.  to  mark 
hex  diara<^r,  and  is  like  moft  other  marriag^ile 
young  ladies,fuSers  no  injury  from  Mrs.  Bakiil»  or 
Mi&  RadicEV  ,  but  we  apprehend  the  fupeiior  ien- 
fibiUty  of  Mrs.  Mattocks,  renders  her  more 
plea0ng. 

Patty  ^>pears  to  be  an  objeifl  of  the  author's  par< 
dcular  attention  ■,  he  has  drawn  her  with  £a  many 
^amiable  qualities,  that  even  pride  muft  allow  Lord 
Aimworth  jultifiable,  in  defcending  fo  much  bebw 
his  rank  to  fecure  Kappinels.  M:^.  Pinto's  execu- 
tiotl  of  the  fi^ngs  has  been  fe  generally  allowed,  aid 
had  fuch  amazing  influence  at  Uie  original  peifortn- 
ance  of  this  piece,  that  we  doubt  whether  m  that 
rcTpcS,  the  ftage  will  ever  find  her  equal ;  as  to'thc 
ipi^king,  the  was  mudi  worle  than  any  one  we  hare 
.  ever  heard :  however,  be  her  deficiencies  what  tfac^ 
may,  Covent  GaMen  theatre,  in  common  ^mitude, 
owes  her  a  penfion  of  two  hundred  a  year,  for  im- 
'  noenle  advantages  received,  even  though  fhe  was  ne- 
ver to  fpeak  or  fing  a  line  more.  Mrs.  Mattocks 
has  g^en  us  more  pjeafure  in  Patty  tlian  Mrs.  Pin- . 
to,  tut  beyond  all  doubt  the  feelings  and  expref- 
Con  of-  Mrs.  Baddely,  rank  her  firft  in  critical  cf- 
txxm. 

.  Placed  betw^n  tiioie  very  «igaging  and  fpirited 
gypfies,  Mrs.  Thompson  and  Mils  Pope,  we  may- 
fyy  with  Macheath,  "  Which  way  fhall  we  turn  us, 

how 
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how  can  we  decide  j"  however,  if  the  fcale  muft 
mm,  Mrs.  Thompson's  merit,  in  our  view,  g^ves  it 
the  caft ' . 

The  author  of  this  opera  has  c^uididly  ackBow- 
iedged  taking  his  plan  from  Pamela,  and  wc  are 
^PPr  ^  ccn^rai?ilate  hirn  on  having^  made  a.  veiy 
good  and  ^;rceftble  ufe  oi  the  materials  furmflied 
by'  that  romance  {  his  humour  is  not  tainted  witji 
ksKOPmSv^^ad  t}»i»cerfik;Iu^.ac?TTQUghkt^ 
iwiiift.pi»bfliMfi  and  ic&nl^vB  ddicacy. ;  upoii:Aa 
i^Kdpi^^eitJiuik  the  Majo  of  t^Q.  Miu  poft&« 
%^  chsm^rlVtch  a.ch^is,.p]e9&igQp9liaitr,  tfa« 
fMtk>io.  rqwrTtoradoo.  and  pnai&U  flui  ofHlkbua 
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A  Tragedv.       By  Mr.    John    Home. 

X-/  A  D  Y  -Randolph,  -forwierfy  nftrried'  to  a  cHrf 
of  the  nanje.of  Douglas,  but  at  the  time  of  this  tra* 
gedy  efpoiried'to  Lord  Randolph,  opens  the  piece 
«rith ,  a.  ftdapquy,  exprcffing  that  fettled  grief  which 
liaog&.i^n.ber  heart,  for  the  lofs  of  her  deceafed 
lord,  and  infant  fon.  While  in  this  ftate  of  mQumi 
fill  meditation,  her  living  lord  appears,  and  in  mild 
terms  reproves  the  melwicholy  Oie  wears  j  nay,  is 
fo  very  moderate  io  his  expectations,  that  he  only 
requires  from  her  a  decent  aflfe(9:ion  }  failing  of 
which,  his  wifh  is  to  mingle  with  the  war,  thrcattncd 
by  a  Danilh  invafion. 

The  lady  here  lets  a  ray  of  kindnefs  break  through 
the  clouds  of  Ibrrow,  and  (peaking  of  war,  fhc  m^cS 
a  juft  and  pleafing  diftinftion  between  that  waged 
with  a  foreign  power,  and  different  ends  of  the  fame 
ifland,  which  nature  hag  unkcd,  conAi^iing'  with 
each  other.  There  is  a  ptptty  compliment  to  the 
union,  and  the  courage  of*South  and  North  Bricun, 
in  this  fpeech :  -  Lord  Randolph  retiring,  Anna  ap 
pears ;  this  kind  confidant,  by  fbivtng  to  balm  hef 
lady's  wounded  heart,  probes  and  pains  itthemoFC^. 
the  pretence  of  grief  being  for  a  loft  brother,  Ann* 
afks,  what  her  feelings  muft  be,  had  a  tender,  bc' 
ItjVeA  huQ)nidbee3i  Ihatched  fi-om  her  arms.  ToQch- 
log  xxpoa  this  mafter-ftring  of  lier  heart,  &e>  leadj 
A  Lady 
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lidy  Randolph  to  a  full  dirclofure  of  her  mind  : 
the  naitadon  of  her  fectet  marri^c,  and  the  fate  of 
hcrhulband  is  natural  and  pathetic  j  her  grief  for 
expofing  her  child  to  the  fate  ihe  fuppofes'  he  me^ 
b  well  defcribcd.  Whep  Lady  Randolph  obfcrves, 
that  a  fore  knowledge  of  the  evils  which  had  em- 
t»ttered  her  paft  life,  would  certainly  have  broken  ' 
her  bearr,  Anna  makes  this  very  fenfible  and  moral 
reply! 

TBat  (jod  whofe  minifters  good  angels  are* 
Hath  Diut  the  book  in  mercy  to  mankinds 

This -converfatiori,  which  we  think  rather  too 
much  extended  for  H^  a£Hon,  is  interrupted  by 
the  approach  of  Glenalvon,  a  perfon^  who,  &om 
what  Ihe  fays;  is  rather  dif^rceable  to  Lady  Ran-' 
doiph,  for  which  ftie  afllgns  fuificient  reafon,  by 
Iketching  his  charafterj  and  retires.  A  very  imm^ 
ttrial  foUIoquyi  trite  in  fcntiment,  but  tolerably  well 
expfeffcd,  intervenes  between  Lady  Randolph's  exit 
and  Glenalvon's  entrance  ;  this  enterprizing  blade 
■qutftions  Anna  refpefting^hc  thoughrfulnefe  of  het 
tfpeft,  and  pays  fome  compliment  to  her  charms  i 
this  fading  advantage  fhc  holds  light,  from-  Lady 
Randolph's  Woes,  and  with  dutiful  feeling  for  hsc 
miftrcfe's  painfiil  ftate,  follows  to  relieve  her. 
■  When  alonej  Glenalvon  lays  himfelf  open  to  the* 
audience  for  a  confuramatc  villain,  declares  himfelf 
Randolph's  fecret  rival,  and  lignifies,  that  there  is  a 
fcheme  bn'  foot  to  deprive  the  unfulpefting  baron  of 
his  lady,  fortunes  and  life. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fccond  ait,  a  pcafant, 
frar  ftruck,  is  brought  on  by  fervants,  and  imme- 
diately after  Lord  Randolph  enters  with  Douglas, 
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as  a  young  fhepherd,  who  has  refcued  him  &om  the- 
deipcrate  aiSault  of  four  alTafiins :  after  thanks  re- 
turned 10  the  gallant  ftraoger,  both  by  the  baron  and 
bis  lady,  enquuy  is  made  concerning  who  the  brave, 
delivener  is ;  to  this  Doi^;las  replics^th  a  modefty 
peculiar  to  great  minds,  that  tus  name  is  Norval». 
and  that  his  father  is  a  fhepherd  ion  ih£  Grampian' 
•Hiils,  that  an  attack  made  upon  their  prc^ny,  by 
a  band  of  ruiEans,  fome  days  before,  had  given  ha; 
a&ive  fpirit  an  opportunity  of  exerting  itfelf,  that, 
his  fuceefs  in  defeaung  the  banditti,  had  iafpircd 

'  him  with  martial  ideas,  and  that  having  heard  of  an< 
impending  war,  he  propoled  entering  the  field  in  his  . 
jcountry's  caufe,  as  a  voluntter.  On  Lord  Ran- 
dolph's promifing  him  piotedtion  and  patron^c,  he 
rallies  with  a  manly  fenfe  of  favour,  and  his  notdc 
friend  takes  him  off  to  vifit  and  view  the  camp. 

The'  feelings  of  maternal  f^pathy  dawil  in  ttiis 
ifcene,  and  the  following  one  with  Anna,  they  arc 
judicioufly  manifcAed  in  Lady  "Randolph's  r^oid 
foriher  unknown  fon  j  well  knowing  the  treachery  of 
Glenalvon's  heart,  and  his  jealoufy  of  any  oncwho 
may  rival  him  in  Randolph's  eHeeni,  fhe  determines 
to  be  young  Noryal's  guardian.  The  following 
iimiiiiude  of  herfelf  to  a  flower,  is  fanciful  and 
pretty,  but  poetical  allufions  we  deem  unnatural  to- 

.  a  miud  diiealed  ;  perafal  however  n»y  not  be  uo* 

;  pleafing : 

rHbe  the  artift  of  young  ?^rval's  fortiunej 
'Tis  pleaQng  to  admire  !  moft  apt  w^  I 
To  this  affection  in  my  bettpr  days  : 
Thoi.nh  now  I  leem  to  you  fhrunk  up,  retired 
Within  the  narrow  compafsof  my  woe  i 
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Have  you  not  fometimes  feen  an  early  fiow'r 
Open  its  bud,  and  fprcad  its  filken  leaves  . 

To  catch  fv/ett  airs,  and  odours  to  bcAow  i 
Then  by  the  keen  blad  nlpp'd— pull  in  its  leaves 
And  though  dill  living  die  to  fcent  and  bcautyt 
l^mblem  of  me  s  afflidion  like  a  flonn 
Has  kiH'^  the  forward  bloflbm  of  my  heart. 

Upon  Gkaalvon's  appearance  and  enquiiy  after 
IRaodolph's  welfare,  Matilda  gives  him  to  uoder- 
ftand,  we  think  too  plainly,  her  knowledge  of  his 
charader  and  real  feeltogs ;  ftartled  with  her  charge 
Mid  conlcious  guilt,  he  endeavours  to  apologize,  buc 
hf  the  mention  of .  iavc,  increafes  her  contempt  and  - 
^cteftation.  Ac  length,  fhe  acquaints  him,  xather 
jindifcreetly,  with  Randolph's  attachment  to  his  de- 
liverer, and  by  threats  alarms  his  jealoufy  i  this, 
■upoa  gtnng  oS,  plainly  appears,for  in  ths  fucceeding 
■Jblitoquy,  he  determioes  to  a^ravate  his  former 
■crimes,  by  lemoving  yoong  Nontal  at  any  rate ; 
.and,  for  that  purpofe,  refolves  to  try  the  cowardly 
attendant  who  forfook  him  in  rescuing  Lord  Ran- 
dolph, Ihreafdly  obferving,  that  the  grcateft  daftarda 
^  capable  of  harbouring  dangerotis  revenge. 

^t  the  beginning  of  the  thitxi  aft,  we  meet  Mrs. 
Anna  Ibliloquizing  to  v^  little  purpole,  as  all  Ihe 
-isys  amounts  to  no  more  tlian  tcUing  us  in  a  diSufe, 
flowery  lUle,  that  Lady  Randolph  is  a{leep,  and  that 
-fhe  heartily  wiflies  her  a  good  nap.-,  indeed,  ihe 
prays  for-it  prettily  enough,  but  placing  immortal 
.jpirits  upotLgoUea  Jreds,  favours  tpo  much  of  grois 
■mortality  ■,  befides,  if.we  take  the  idea  literally,  4  - 
■bed  of  ftraw  is  preferable  to  a  bed  erf  gold,  if  figu- 
(T^vejy  it  means  nothing :  but  poets  are  wedded  to 
iR  .2  .ftncy. 
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fancy,  and  too  often  confider  propriety  as  a  mere 
domeftic,  to  be  employed  or  difcarded  at  pl?afurc, 

A  ferrant  acqudnti  Anna  that  one  of  the  aflallin^ 
is  ^ured>  and  produces  feme  jewels  tak?n  from  the 
prifoncr,  which  arc  ftrong  prefumptive  proofs  of  his 
guik.  Upon  viewing  the  jewels,  Anna  difcovtR 
the  femily  creft  of  Douglas,  and  goes  off  to  acquaint 
her  lady  with  fo  alarmmg  a  circumftance. 

Here  an  aged  pcafant  is  brought  on,  aflerting  his 
own  innocence  and  ignorance  of  the  crime  laid  to 
his  charge :  upon  l^dy  Randolph's  entrance,  we 
find,  that  fhe  expe^  to  hear  how  her  child  periQi' 
ed ;  the  old  fhepherd  folicits  Lady  Randolph's  pro- 
teftion  from  the  torture  with  which  he  is  threatened,  . 
v^ch  fhe  grants,  on  condition  that  he  truly  relates 
the  manner  of  his  obtaining  the  jewels  found  upon 
him  ;  this  he  would  gladly  evade,  but  tiirough  fear 
of  compulfion,  enters  upon  the  narration,  which  wc 
think  happily  related,  and  the  following  dcfcripdve 
lines  we  particularly  ^prove,  • 

— —  whilllthus  we  pooily  live<J» 
One  ftormy  night,  as  I  Tctnember  well, 
The  wind  and  rain  beat  hsri)  upon  our  robfi 
Red  came  the  river  down,  and  loud  and  oft  * 

The  angry  fpiitc  of  the  water  roar'd. 

From  Norval's  tale  it  appears,  that  he  found  a 
t:hild  floadng  in  a  bafket,  that  he  brought  up  the 
child  as  his  own,  keeping  frcrfn  him  every  i3ea  of 
noble  birth;  that  this  adopted  fon  had  left  him 
fome  days,  purpofmg  for  the  c^mp,  and  that  he  was 
following  to  deliver  him  the  jewels  that  were  found  in 
fhe  balket,as  from  them  the  real  lineage  of  his  charge 
might 
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pi^t  poffibly  be  traced.  The  whole  erf"  this  rela- 
{don  is  well  condudied,  and  free  from  fuperBuity  } 
the  ifiterruptions  thrown  in  by  Lady  Randolph  du- 
ring the  progrcfs  of  it  are  natural ;  and  upon  full 
conviftion  that  the  young  Ibepherd  is  her  identical 
child,  the  burft  of  overflowing  f^iisfa^tion  is  very 
dcTcriptiv?  of  inatern4  aScAion,  From  Anna's 
advifing  ^  prudept  reftrifljoij  of  her  joy  for  fear  <^ 
dilcovery,  and  her  agitation,  Norval '  fuggefts  that 
Ihcis  the  daughter  of  his  ancient  mafter,  which  fbp 
acknowledges,  as  alfo  that  the  refcued  child  is  hers. 
Lady  Randolph  defires  that  the  old  man,  till  matten 
are  ripe  for  a  dUcovery,  may  go  to  an  old  fervant  of 
iicr  father's,  who  Uves  retired  /rom  the  world ;  and 
chaiges  him,  if  he  Qiould  meet  Douglas,  not  to  ao- 
(juaint  him  ^ith  the  difcovery  that  has  been  made, 
Thdc  prcjrautions  taken,  Ihe  orders  the  fervants  noc 
only  to  fct  the  old  fhepherd  at  liberty,  as  being  in- 
IXKrcnt,  but  to  conduct  him  fome  part  of  his  ivay,  as 
reparauon  for  the  injury  of  having  detidned  him  as 
ft  prifoner. 

When  all  are  retired  but  her  confidant,  the  en- 
raptured mother  gives  a  fcope  to  joy,  exprefling  her 
ideas  in  a  pleafing  flow  of  expreflion  i  and  ihe  deter- 
mines upon  an  bterview  with  Douglas,  not  only  to 
indulge  her  tender  feelings,  but  alfo  to  concert  with 
him  proper  meafures  for .  afferting  his  rank  and 
Irirth-right.  Here  Glenalvon  enters,  with  inteUi- 
gcnce  that  .the  Danes  are  landed  upon  the  Eaft  coaft 
dT  Lothian :  Lady  Randolp.  remark  upon  the 
niilcry  war  brings  to  mothers  a  d  wives,  is  pleafing- 
Iy  compaflionate.  By  Glenalvon's  obfervation,  that 
Icom  from  thofe  we  love  is  isore  wounding  than  the 
fword,  the  fubjeft  <^  his  pallion  for  Matilda  arifes, 
which 

i)...,*KCoogle 


«2ff    The  DRAMATIC    C  EN  SOIL 

iwhich  flie  replies  to  with  fcnfibk  and  friendly  advic*;, 
■couched  in  terms  of  politic  con>placence  ;  irith 
hypocritical  penitence  he  receives  it,  and  not  only 
promifes  to  lay  afide  his  guilty  pafiion,  but  alfo  to 
■fcecome  the  guardian  of  young  .Norval  in  the  field. 
Pleafed  with  this  p(omife,  the  lady  retires,  aJTurii^ 
-Gtcnaivon,  that  upon  fuch  terms  he  may  relf  on  her 
fiiendJhip,  or,  what  is  much  more  than  any  other 
-degree  of  reward,  the  confcious  approbation  of  his 
own  heart. 

Glenal?on  alone,  and  fit  for  mifcluef,  cafts  off  die 
■occafional  veil  of  virtue  affumed  for  a  few  momeniv 
and  triumphs  in  the  effects  he  thinks  his  fmooth  ar- 
tifice may  worfc  upon  the  lady.  He  fuggefts,  that 
^i^  own  dependance  and  fituation  are  ucklifh,  whcn^ 
■fore,  he  determines  to  make  young-  .Norval  an  in- 
(ftrument  for  raifing  jealoufy  in  the  brcaft  of  Lord 
J{.andolpb  ;  fofinifhed  a  rafc^l  as  Glenalvon  appean 
.to  be,  woH^d  no  doubt  be  capable  of  faying,  as  wcB 
-as  doing  any  thing  vile.  Yet  his  illiberal  remark 
lUpon  the  female  fex,  with  which  the  third  ad  coB- 
"Cludes,  might  as  wcU'have  been  omitted. 

At  the  be^nning  tsS  the  fourth  aft.  Lord  and 
:Lsdy  Randolph  are  brought  ibrWard,  converfing 
.upon  the  Danifh  invafioii-,  flieexpreflingfemaVap- 
prehenfions,  he  manifefting  the  fpirit  of  a  brave 
.man.  Upon  Douglas's  mtraiee,  Lord  .-Randolpli 
aflts  how  he  has  learned  fo  much,  of  military 
vfciences  in  ^e  midft  of  rural  obfcuriry  ^  this  he  ac- 
tcoimtsfor  by  a  very  pifturcfque  narratipn,  but  ra- 
ther odious  to  tkat  part  of  an  audience,  who  are  not 
iiirniihed  with  a  conception  as -fancifitl  as  the  au- 
thor's 1  and  burthenlbme  to  a  fpeakcr  who  is  iiot 
^pofieficd  of  flowing,  vanable,  declamatory  crpreffi- 
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oa.-    The  account  of  'why  his  inflxuftor  became  *. 
bermit,  is,  we  apprehend,  quite  fuperfluous,  and  wc^  ^ 
liave  a  ftrong  c^edion .  eo  the  following  remark- 
made  by  Lady  Randolph': 

There  is  a  deftiny  in  this  fl  range' world,. 
Which  oft  decrees  an  undeferved  doom  }. 
Let  fchoolmcn  tell  ui  why. 

However  ftrange  the  world  may  be,  thi?  aflcr- 
tion  is  equally  fo,.  having  no  meaning  at  all,  or  a^ 
very  dangerous  one,  accufing  eternal  juflice  of  a. 
partial  diJpenfauon — Defiiny  !  we  need  go  but  a 
fliort  time  to  the  fchool  of  reafon  for  proof  that  there 
is  no  fuch  principle  in  the  providential  fchome  i£ 
life  ■,  whodbre,  it  cannot  be  thought  harfh  to  con'-- 
£dct'lilch  a  portion  as  inconfiftent  with  found  phi- 
kifophy,  and  rather  an  infult  upon  our  foilier  fenfes.. 
Let  iatalifin  be  buried  in  the  Jame  oblivicm  and  con- 
tempt with  witches,  fairies,,  ghofts,  goblins,  and 
•very  other  phantom  of  gloomy,'  troubled  njinds. 

I^reieveral  fpeecbes  occur,,  no  otherwife  eflentid 
dian  to  indulge  the  poet's  fancy  with-  unneceflary 
mentioD'Of  a  warrior  who  never  appears.  Indeed^, 
through  this  whole  fcene  the  plot  ftands  ftock-ftill,. 
merely  that  die  hobbyJiorfe  of  genius  may  pranc? 
about  in  the  parterres  of  flowery  defcription  ;  this. 
will  evidently  appear  by  obfcrving,  that  if  all  which. 
palles  from  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  a£t,  to  the 
fcene  between  Lady  Randolph  and  he?  fon,  was  cut 
out,^  fuch  an  omilfion  would  not.  occafion  the  leaft 
chafin.. 

Left  alone  with  her  Ion,  impatient-to  make  the 

tUfcovety,  Hie  enters  upon  the  fubjcft,  though  A- 

ftantly 
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ftantly  at  firft,  and  invites  him  to  a  plac£  of  nwx^ 
fccrccy,  yet  proceeds  without  removing.  .The  ex* 
planation  of  his  birth  vS  brought  about  with  fome 
merit,  but  the  cfFeft  of  this  fcene  is  anticipated,  and 
much  weakened  by  what  pafTed  between  her  and 
the  old  flicpherd'in  the  third  aft ;  befides,  the  con- 
veifation  is  ftretchcd  out  to  a  length  which  no  force 
of  a£Hon  can  fupport :  feeling  fliould  not  be  kept 
long  on  the  ftretch,  for  in  fuch  cafe  it  moft  alTuitd- 
ly  dulls. 

After  the  tender  tumults  of  joy  lubfide,  Ihe  tells 
Douglas  of  his  claim  to  the  caftle  and  demefnes 
which  Lord  Randolph  Holds  in  right  of  her  ;  then 
mentions  a  defign  of  putting  him  in  poOefBon  rf 
Jiis  birth-right  by  means  of  the  king  i  flie  prudent- 
Jy  checks  fome  impetuous  ftarts  which  break  forth 
from  him.  After  advifing  him  to  conduft  hinifclf 
£:ill  as  Nerval's  fon,  and  to  beware  of  Glenalvon,  . 
he  retires,  leaving  her  to  make  a  pious  and  very 
emphatic  fupplication  to  heaven  in  his  behalf;  a 
Supplication  which  could  have  no  effcA  if  deftiny 
prevailed.  The  following  lines  relative  to  the  dif* 
ficulty  flie  finds  »  diflemble,  arc  very  fignificaitt 
and  pleating ; 

■  ■■  '  ■   -  —  how  do  bad  women  find 
Unchanging  afpefls  to  conceal  their  guilty 
When  1  by  reafon  and  by  juftice  urged. 
Full  hardly  can  djflembk  with  thefe  men,  * 
In  nat'^re's  pious  caufe  i 

Lord  Randolpli,  who,  from  his  firit  appearand, 

has  talked  of  nothing  but  the  Danes  and  battles, 

here  enters  with  the  fame  fubjeft  j  wherefore,  we 

think  his  lady,  upon  going  off,  gives  him  a  very 

proper 
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pn^  hint,  to  talk  of  mar  no  more.  From  wh^t  oc-^ 
curs  between  Randolph  and  Glenalvon  we  difcover, 
diat.the  latter  has  infected  his  patron  and  kinfman 
with  jealoufy ;  and  that  Randolph  has  in  a  letter 
fiom  his  lady  to  .Norval,  ^pointing  a  meeting 
j^ufitde  proof  of  what  Glenal/oa  has  fuggeflsd. 
The  villain,  with  great  depth  of  policy,  .advifes 
Lord  R^dol[^  to  w^t  for  niore' particular  proolv 
and  for  that  purpofe  to  forward  the  intercepted  bil> 
let  to  the  young  fwaioj  that  by  watching,  their  mo- 
tions he  may  have  ocular  demonftration  of  their 
behaviour :  tlus  counfel  the  baron  approves,  while 
lus  preten^ling  friend  defires  leave  to.  found  Norval 
on  thefulyeft,  as  from  the  weakneft  and  vanity  of 
youth  foDie  difcovery  may  be  made  ;  this  bait  his 
lordfhip,  alfo  catches  at,  and  leaves  Glenalvon  co  / 
purfue  hisinfiduous  purpc^.. 

By  a  fiiort  foliloquy  it  appears,  that  even  he  is 
decaved  into  an  c^inion  that  Lady  Randolph  enttr- 
tains  a  criming  paOiOn  for  the  young  ftranger :  by 
prcrocditaie  irony,  Glenalvon  works  iip  the  temper 
of  Doi^^  to  warmth,  for  which  his  mother's  ac- 
count of  the  villwi  has  prepared  him.  The  terms 
nm  high  and  reproachful  on  ^h  fides,,  till  at  length 
thdr  difpute  is  referred  to  the  decdiion  of  thp  fword  j 
when  Lord  Randolt)h  re-aitering  interpoies,  and 
enjoins  peace,  demanding  alfo  .the  caufe  of  quarre^. 
W  offering  his  arbitration.  This,  wish  becoming 
fpirit,  Douglas  declines ;  another  alternative  is  then 
jvopofed,  that  their  private  quarrel  Ihall  reft  unde- 
cided till  the  fatt  of  war  is  known ;  the  parties  a- 
pwing  to  this,  the  zQi  concludes. 

Doi^las  b^ns  the  fifth  aft  with  a  foliloquy, 
irfieran,  dwugh  the  characters  muft  labour  under 

yoi,.IL  S  -    ftnuig 
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.  ftrong  agitation  (^iYHnd>  yet  wtimct  the  author  a- 
g^fpofting  wantonly  with  his  imaginatioii,  md  al" 

.  fo  intiodtiCHig  the  ridkukmS)  irrationat  idea  liif  fU- 
pematBral  fpirits  coHver&ng  with  moitak,  in  the  tc^ 
tirements  of  night  and  fe^tuck :  we  can  forgivt 
poets  any  &eg[te  d  fiction  biit  tkiB,  vAich  we  hold 
•  periucious  as  well  arcontemjitiUlo, 

Old  Norvftl  wandmng  in  die  wood,  feeing  tbk 

'  fondling  ef  niftny  years,  approKtes*  IA&  lioRnth- 
ftandiAg  Ls^  Rahdolikh's  eautic^  to  tlie'«ontnry^ 
ftccofls  hitn  in  his  real  ^haraAOv  a^  ^f^  excuji 
for  having  lb  King  kept  him  in  a  ftatc  of  6blciirity  i 
this  tttid^  «>ndeft;eBfiob  of  irf*  iAl  imn,  dfaws  «f- 
&£HOnate  eypreffions  cftt^aitd  fnM  Douglas,  tfho, 
wkh  great  gocA  'ki^c  UrA  humifity  oUerves,  duit  U 
fiis  fylv&n  Aate,  he  4e«^d  fbnte  irin:^6tive  IcAoMi 
which  he  mil  ever  reti^ ;  fiat-deulv ly  vo  treat  ki& 
inieri<H3  with  refpe^,  tttnelm'bni^  tJiat^  o&ce  Was 
IhephcM  Noivri. 

The  old  fliipherd  fcavnig  heard  fitme  ^Bg»  a- 
gaipft  his  yocng  lord's  life,  i^ams  kite  of  Lttitl 
Rtndolph  and  Glenal't^n,  who  hi^ye  ^ehvcd  rn«i*gCi 
tiiiconfcious  (^  havinjg  done  any  iniury>  thetaitSe 
youth  is  at  a  lo&  toktiow'th«r4lqftigatfoA,  btit  [fn>- 
mifes  to-ftcquunt  his  mMher  with  the  danger,  and. 
to  fake  her  adTice.  The  eld  mm  here  adiwiofteft 
a  blcfl^,  and  kIhw. 

Again  the  hero  of  our  piece  &lilo^iiiz(^  in  a  hs- 
Uiiant,  ix>et:cal,  and  therefore, ^r  his  fitutftion,  Uti' 
natural  ftrain.  There  is  an  elevation  of  fpiift  ift 
fomeof  dicfc  fentiments  "well  worthy  a  grdatraittd^ 
but  others  are  trifling  excuHidiu  of  -a  luituriUR 
mufe.  Lady  Randolph  entering,  a  conv^ation  jcd- 
lows,  in  -which  her  foil  rtpeatt  what  old  Nwval  m^ 
■  ■formed 
« 
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formed  him  of;  from  this  (he  draws  fcacful  apprp- 
henfions  that  the  lecret  of  his  birth  is  difcovered, 
and  that  he  c<MiiequentIy  ftands  in  much  danger  j 
for  which  reafon  flie  advifes  him  to  feek  the  camp, 
which  he  widi  a  courageous  glow  of  mind  difdains, 
and  propofes  to  drive  the  treacherous  filers  from 
poHelBon  of  hij  father's  hdufe. 

The  fwid  mother  admirci  his  intrepidity,  yet 
fcving  for  his  life,  and  affuring  him  of  her  own  fafe- 
ty,  (be  perfuades  lum  to  feek  his  kinfman  Lord 
Douglas,  in  the  camp  ;  this,  after  Tome  hefitation, 
he  complies  with,  and  in  compafTion  to  matemai 
fears,  promiles  he  will  reflrain  hb  ardor  in  the  ap- 
proaching fight,  as  far  as  the  honour  of  his  endan- 
gered country  and  great  name  will  admit.  Here,  as 
the  mother  and  fon  arcaffedionatcly  fcparating,Lord 
Randolph  comes  forward,  with  his  murderous  a(S}- 
ciaK  Glenalvon  ;  however,  difdaining  alTaflination, 
the  bai'on  determines  to  attack  him  (ii^ly,  and  for  that 
putpo(e  (bllows  Douglas,  while  Glenalvon  remans, 
and  dt(ck)lcs  his  intention  of  finifhing  them  both. 

A  fcufile  and  claihing  of  fword$  is  heard  behind 
the  fcenes,  which  calls  GlenalvoQ  off  to  execute  his 
^  purpofe.  Lady  Randolph  enters  in  wild  con- 
fiifioB,  and  (oon  after  Douglas,  having  difarmed 
X^ord  Randolph,  and  H^in  C^enalron,  returns,  but 
not  before  the  bloody  villain  had  cffefted  the  defign 
of  tr^cherouHy  ll;abbi|ig  him.  This  incident  pro- 
.  duces  a  Ihort  fcenc  of  meldng  tendency,  and  every 
generous  mind  mult  give  a  tear  of  pity  to  fudering 
virtue.  Upon  her  fwi's  deceafc.  Lady  Randolph 
very  naturally  lofes  (enfation  fome  moments, 
throi^h  excefs  of  grief  i  during  which  interval,  her 
huiband  receives  the  painful  intelligence  from  Anna, 
Sz  that 
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that  he  who  was  drcmed  a  rival,  was  his  wifc*s  fon. 
This  throws  Randolph  into  deep  concern ;  whai 
the  unhappy  mother  revives,  (he  gives  fome  vent 
to  woe  in  frantic,  disjointed  cxpreflions,  and  preci- 
pitately hurries  off  the  ftage  to  make  way  for  cW 
Nerval,  who  comes  to  view  and  weep  over  the  me- 
Jancholy  fcene^  being  checked  by  Lord  Randolph 
for  intrulion,  his  grief  vents  itfelf  at  large,  in  ttnns 
of  bitter  lamentation,  over  the  corfe  of  Doug^. 
Anna,  who  followed  her  miftrcfe,  returns  with  the 
lamentable  intelligence  of  her  having  clofed  a 
wretched  life,  by  precipitating  herfelf  headlong  from 
a  rpck ;  this  heaps  additional  woe  upon  her  hut 
band's  head,  who  confidering  himfeif  as  the  princi- 
pal caufc  of  her  diftraftion,  refolves,  afirr  giving 
Anna  direftions  for  all  funeral  refpeft,  to  njfii  into 
the  field  of  war,  wiftung  never  to  retura. 

Thus  ends  a  piece  which  has  regularity  of  plot 
"jind  unity  of  aftjon  to  recommend  it ;  the  incidents 
are  few,  and  fbme  trifling  ;  the  fccnes  long,  and  in 
feveral  places  they  run  too  much  into  a  flattening 
fimilarity  j  the  fentiments  arc  moral  and  poetical,, 
but  want  originahty  ;  the  Iangu^;e  is  eafy  and 
chafte,  and  the  verfiiication  well  brolfp  for  thofe  who 
fpeak  the  parts  to  av(jid  moi^otony  ;  the  number  of 
charai£l:ers  is  fmall,  hence  Ibme  weight  on  adion, 
however  tliey  are  well  chofen  and  uniformly  fup- 
ported  i  time  and  place  are  alfo  adhered  to  ftriftly 
enough. 

Lord  Randolph  is  fo  fituatcd,  that' we  can  hardly 
collecfl  the  component  parts  of  his  character  ;  from 
what  are  diftinguifhable,  he  ftems  to  be  a  lover  of 
his  country,  a  friend  to  merit,  and  as  far  as  his  la- 
dy's coldnefs  will  allow,  a  tender  hufband  >  brave, 

but 
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but  weak  ;  with  a  heart  to  oppole  and  conquer  open 
foes,  t}ut  wanting  a  head  to'difcern  and  counteraft 
fecrct  ones.  Till  the  touch  of  jealoufy  he  feels  ia 
the  fourth  aft,  and  the  laft  fcene,  what  he  fays  is 
entirely  compofcd  of  unimportant  declamation  ;  it 
is  not  eafy  for  an  aftor  to  render  him  pleating  to  any 
"audience,  reprefenting  him  may  be  called  rowing  a- 
gainft  tide;  wherefore,  Mr.  Youkoeh,  who  was 
the  original  at  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Ridout  in 
London,  both  merited  praife  for  fteering  clear  of 
offence;  yet  &>  far  as  recolle£Uon  will  authorize 
comparifon,  we  think  it  a  duty  to  place  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson foremoft. 

Glcnalvon  is,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  a 
horrid  piflure  of  deformed  humanity,  capable  of  vile 
aSions  upon  the  flighteft  vicwj.  The  author  has 
in  working  up  this  part,  mingled  fubtlety  with  fpi- 
rit^  and  given  a  capable  performer  favourable  op- 
portunities to*  gain  from  humane  feelings  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  deteftadon, 

Mr.  Love,  the  firft  murderer  of  this  murderous 
villain,  was  hateful  indeed ;  not  from  marking  the 
charafter  with  propriety,  not  as  Glenalvon,  but  as 
himfelf -,  there  never  was  furc  a  more  rumbling,  in- 
fipid,  uncharafierifbic  exhibition  iince  the  days  of 
Thefpis.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  very  great  contraft  to  this 
gentleman,  yet  as  much  out  of  charaiflrer-,  one  growled 
like  a  thunder  ftorm,  the  other  fimpered  like  an  April 
fit  of  funfliine.  Mr.  Palmer  has  capacity,  well  in- 
firudted  and  retrained,  to  do  Glcnalvon  with  pro- 
priety J  but  if  the  play  could  be  otherwife  adequate- 
ly call,' Mr.  Reddish  would  certainiy  do  him  that 
jufticc  he  has  lutherto  been  wronged  of,  and  ^ve  the 
I  author's 
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author's  full  mcaiung  with  fuitable  force  to  an  au< 
dience. 

Douglas  is  drawn  an  ot^eft  of  great  refpeft,  as  tq 
his  filial,  focial  fentiments,  and  peculiarly  &  for  hii 
ideas  of  glory  j  but  the  author  too  often  fpeaks  in 
this  part,  forgetting  character.  The  young  hero's 
fituation  is  interelUng,  and  his  fall  claims  pity,  but 
we  wilh  it  had  been  effc(3£d  by  fome  other  means, 
or  rather  that  he  had  been  laved,  as  h!s  death  is  } 
violent  breach  of  poetical  juftice,  and  might  hav« 
been  avoided,  even  to  an  amendment  of  the  plot. 
There  15  fome  fire  and  confiderabfe  pathos  in  him, 
^ct  we  think  if  he  had  laid  lefs,  he  would  have 
meant  more. 

Mr.  Barry  never  fiiewed  lefs  of  capital  merit^thw 
in  this  part,  almofl:  the  whole  of  it  feemed  to  drag 
upon  his  tongue,  for  which  we  can  alEgn  only  two 
reafons  i  that  he  did  not  think  the  wriung  and  de- 
lineation equal  to  his  execution,  theiefore  was  neg- 
ligent i  or,  which  we  think  moft  probable,  the  pat 
iions  not  being  wrought  up  to  that  d^ree  of  er- 
prcHion  in  which  he  excetls,  the  part  Jlippecl  front 
him  without  any  perception  of  his  own  deficiency. 

Mr.  DiGOEs  was  jcxtremely.pleafing  and  happy 
in  the  narrative  and  delcripuve  parts,  nor  was  ht 
any  way  deficient  in  the  ftrokcs  of  tendemels^,  the 
author  ftood  very  much  indebted  to  this  gcndenian 
for  the  profperous  exiftence  of  his  piece.  Mr. 
Br£rbton  may  walk  through  it  to  fill  up  time  be- 
fore a  pantomime  or  the  jubilee^  butfure  neither  the 
managers,  nor  he  himfelf,  would  wilh  to  fee  the 
whole  of  our  opinion  re^)c6:ing  this  attempt. 

Old  Norval's  fimplicity,  fenfibiUty,  and  tender  fi- 
delity of  heart,  engage  us  deeply  in  his  favour  t  he 
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is  extremely  veil  im^^ioed,  and  finlifaed  in  a  msfter- 
Ij  manner.  As  it  is  furd-for  a  performer  to  render 
JLord  Randolpli  reipcftabie,  fo  we  tlunk  it  would  bs 
difficult  CO  find  one  o£  even  decent  capacity,  who 
could  be  Hat  and'  uiia£Fci£ling  in  die  old  Jhc|^eRi  : 
Mr.  Sparks  difcovered  judgment  ami  mUftcrljF 
flvokesof  ading,  but  waa  leoo  mecfairacal  and  labo- 
Tiotis  j  his  Riaphdty  wore  Iftrong  mbrks  of  ^edtft* 
tkm,  and  his  gticf,  in  general,  was  i^overabljr 
{nmiped  up  by  am&ial  fedings.  Mr.  Fackek« 
tpfdv&tg  AkIi  £snlts»  and  fiiccc&fully  pariuing  tho 
path  of  nature,  dofcrvca  preference. 

Mra.  WorriNCTOw,  whofc  tra^  uteerance  was, 
in  .gencralf  tlft  bane  of  tender  cars,  never  speared 
to  Iris  advam^ie  than  in  Lady  Randolph  4  -fiat  in 
the  calm,  and'  diflbnant  in  the  impafTioned  paflages  ; 
who  Mr.  Home  might  mean  the  part  for  originally, 
we  cannot  fay,  but  Mrs.  Ward,  into  whofc  hands 
it  fortunately  fell,  did  it  as  much  jullice  as  the  poet 
or  audience  could  wifti,  and  deicrvcs  the  praife  of 
having-cxhibited  in  tlus  tragedy,  a  very  correift  and 
addling  piece  of  performance.  Mrs;  Bar.ry,  at 
prefent,  who  conceives  the  part  equally  well,  hav- 
ing more  power  of  expreflion,  furpafibs  die  laft  men- 
tioned lady  in  execudon. 

Anna  we  have  feen  by  Mrs.  Hopkins,  Mrs.  Vrw- 
CBHT,  and  Mrs.  Reb&ish,  if  there  is  any  difierence, 
we  prefer  the  latter. 

The  perfecution  this  tr^edy  underwent  in  its 
infant  ftate,  from  fome  rigid,  m^ovolent  enthufiaftst 
was  iingukr  and  fcvere  j  yet,  from  a  very  fenfible 
and  Iwdable  exertion  of  public  fpirit,  die  author. 
to  our  great  Otdsfa^on,  and  the  honour  of  the  Edin- 
]3lft0i  yudieDce,  received  unexpected  andcxtenfive 
advantage 
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advantage  from  the  malevolence  of  his  narrow- 
minded,  illiberal  foes }  who  abfurdly  confine  reli- 
gion to  aufterity  of  features,'  formality  of  fpeech,  and 
abftra£Hon  from  public  amxilements.  May  ecdeH- 
afiic  tyranny  ever  find  fuch  a  fate,  through  the  fenfc, 
j^irit  aiKl  independancy  of  mankind. 

Though  we  have  objedions  to  Dooolas  for  want 
(^bufinefii  to  fome of  thefcenes  for  triflit^ too loi^ 
with  the  paflions  ;  to  a  fuperfiuity  of  defcriptions ; 
and  to  the  cataftrophe,  which  fweepa  off  the  -  inno^ 
cent  with  the  guilty ;  yet  we  are  willing  to  allow  it 
the  oftpring  of  warm  genius ;  and  fieely  fuWciibe 
to  the  praife  of  its  being  a  moral,  fandful  and  aSu- 
.  ent  dramatic  poem,  which  probably  may'  impore 
die  head,  and  can  never  taint  the  heart. 


,       .  CON- 
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A  CoM-EDv.     .By  Sir  Richard  Steel-«j 

x\  CoDvnfation  between  Sir  John  Beril  and  hh 
Toldfervant  Humphry,  opens  this  coniedy  1  the  ba- 
<onecJmns  fiill  of  concern  about  his  Ton,  and  relates 
on  incident  which  happened  at  a  mafqiierade,  from 
wiience  he  draws  apprehenfion,  that  young  Bevil  u 
Toarricd  to*  or  roproachabljr  conne&ed  with  a  young 
lady,  who  was  at  tbeforenMsiUMied  public  meeting. 

Prom  BR  fid^rvation  that  Jjumf^ry  makes,  we 
find  chat  one  Mt.  Sealand,  whoTe  daughoer  was  in 
treaty '(^marriage  mth  young  Be^'lus  taken  an 
alarm,  and  poftponed  the  match.  Sir  J^ui,  vpon 
this  declares,  that  to  dear  vp  maners'  he  wiU 
infill  upon  his  foR*s  puriuing  dieconvaft  with  Sea- 
land  }  and  orders  Humphry  to  pun^  his  valet,  as 
poflibly  from  him  they  may  learn  if  his  mafter  is 
*ng3ged  in  any  private  amour.  The  pryioe  of  poor 
coxcombs,  as  the  old  domefby:  calls  him,  enors  in 
a  full  flow  ci£  ^rits,  .and  rallies -hcmelb  Humphry, 
exulting  in  his  own  .gaycr  and  more  unlimited  ftate 
of  fervirude  ^  the  volubility  of  his  expreflion,  the 
vivacity  of  his  remarks,  and  the  humour  of  his 
idfcas,  are  a  very  entertaining  coml»aatiOA  of  plea- 
santries. The  remark  he  n^akcs  of  having  never 
.^ken  a  mug  of  beer  for  lus  vote — would  every  le- 
Jiator  could  fay  as  much  with  truth--is  latirical  and 
iaughable. 

yoL.lI.  T  Upott 
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Upon  Tom's  tneodomng  that  he  has  a  letter 
from  his  mafter  to  Lucinda,  Humphry  aflts  why  ho 
does  mt  haftpn  to  deliTer  it ;  this  qoeflion  brit^ 
about  an  explanation  that  k  is  not  eafy  to  obtain' ac- 
cels  to  her,  Mrs,  Sealand,  the  young  lady's  mother,  . 
being  averfc  to  her  dayghtfr's  piatch  with  Mr.^B^- 
Vil,  tiirtagh  a  defire  the  oJd  Hdy  has  of  (natching 
Lucinda  to  a  relation  of  her  own  i  this  intelUgence, 
it  apffint  tlie  loqudciow  v^  has  received  fn^ 
one  Mrs.  PhiUist  a  chambo-maid}  w^o,  as  he  infi-. 
wu^,.  IfiiUkB  <)n  him.otiith  «  very  tender  eye,  and 
fh^rcfotfe  lets  ^im  iatP  the  iecrets  of  the  fiunily, 
JJpon  the  9^ai^Ge  of  chis  iecendrhand  lady.  <^ 
^OiiaQB^Uonjphry  mites;  DAt^eated  with  die  party. 
.  iioldun^  ^u's  lofotersMc  vanity; 
■  Afeeoeof  Veryptei^tatrpirithereteriMs^betwcen 
ibetntofiMd  vaidjigrWohMAi  their  a&£ted^«^ 
m^,  ttkoir  j4altlu^.  and  vecMiciltation,  mftke  up  a, 
fnA  a^dWiV^  pI^uK  «r  their  ij^iere  it»  1^  fe 
tft^ingluflM4f9rnmie,g!9ntBlity.  Wjhpo  their  ew« 
xtaOemtvt  kim  been  difeiJffidj  Tom  rectfraoiendi  bia 
iaa^ft(!lr'»Utttr  Am*  ddtvcty  to  tlnllis'^  catfc  i  encour 
ita§)f^  thoxM)  W  •  htodftme  bribe.  Ok  ttpdmikes 
thct  iMmiv  and  Cdnclqdea  ^  fetoe  inth  two  Ikiea 
nrMch  Iwv«  idoit!  of  ftm&it^  than  ftria  mith  fi« 
.rtwOmoKtid  Aem. 

They  may  £e  falfe  whin  TaHg^ith  an;!  coniplaSn, 
Biit  tkey  wfio  pait  with  iiioncy  never  feign. 

in  Afi'din  <if  gidlaHtryt  MOtic^  b  dften  Aeely  ^wtttt 
#ia  (&  dnMMBbc  1^  mm  cUlpliMes  vIMI  Fli«)Ntei, 
-Hf  vtliiciii^ct^  t^  tfciMhtry  stf?  ttft  baft  folfiMi- 
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'kkm  1  faowewt  tl>£  Au^im  is  aatond  aoang^  fi>r  a 
rhm-nhftr  m^,  «ho  wi&es  fees  at  Mj  rata  '  I 
W«  next  mocc  yogMg  Berii  Ja  tit  fbid^r  abn^ 
medkaangOD  the  difficulties  his  ppopofoi  ourrHge 
thFows  I^  iMo,  and  Km^kiag^  cbat  fui  «ni^  liape 

'  ifi  Luciiul^s  i¥<u^  of  4fae  aiatch.  Tfaii  p^eaGhg 
ocpe^tion  ix  cntsttfinsfortffojrafoas  j  £rit,]ic- 
caufe  fbe  is  ptc-«iigigc4  xo  Myrtle ;  and  qact,  i)fr- 
caa&  he  liat  by  icccer  aoquaionl  to-  vidi  Iub  incfi- 
nadon  tewactb  another :  cafl«fiiftg  lefaindon  <Mbn 
this  IkTourable  view  of  matters,  be  tjetetmioes  «o 
ded»«  a  readnsis  of  confumnudng  tlu  jtaptial 
Itites,  acccwding  to  his  fatiwr'b  earneft  (ihfieei  Wiicn 
he  ios  ttm  prq>arad  ^Wi^  for  ao  intcniiew,  Sb 
jbhn  aj^roacbcs,  and  enters  upon  tbenutnniotual 
fuhjt&t  eaEprc&Rg  great  fitrisfaOian  at  his  lbD^»  du- 
n^  flc^uiriaeihce  t  ^  young  ^Mnptapofitsiatane-^ 
diately  wai&igcm^  bride,  but  tlie  barotittt.varcs 
that,  as  4siowing  Setdaiid  is  not  in  a  ftmwraUe 

-  mood  <^iTiiRd  Eo  fee  his- intended  fon-in-b*  t  there- 
fwe,  he  leaves  Humgjwy  as  a  %y  upoii  Uft  Jim«  and 
haftens  Go  put  ScaUnd  intoboitet-  «eniper> 

No  focHwr  does  Sir  JohA  'dil^ipeart  thai)  Hum-> 
phry,andi  afat«)KF»l»  ingenuou9<^)enticis«f<einper» 
mentions  to  his  young  mdfter  a  lady  that  gives  the 
old  mui  pain,  This -<kaws  from  Bevfl  aconfideti' 
tjal  confefTion,  and  in  an  extreme  fMfSft  veil  con-. 
dufted  tele,  he  relates  1^  diftnTs^  hazards  tndi<^ 
fuia,  a  kdy  whom  he  Ited  -f«en  aAd  Concnvod  ft  plf- 
lion  for  «n  his  travels,  CxpfciieAced  ftomfhe  k»&  of 
parents^  fifleads,  and  ^e  vMhtny  of  one  tft»  «;as 
left  her  guardian,  but  would  hare  prorcd  Jmt  ^b> 
ftmjrer. 
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The  cirouihftanoe  of  BeviVs  meeting  her  on  the 
brink  of  imprifouncnt,  his  humane,  generous  deli- 
verance by  ooBcsaled  bounty,  and  his  conducing 
her  £ife  to  Ei^Und,  on  the  ttixA  honourabk  and 

'  difintetefted  principles,  place  him  in  a  veiy  favouF- 
able  point  of  view.  Upon  Humphry's  alking  whc- 
tl\er  it  was  the  young  lady's  paflioB  for  him,  or  his- 
for.her,  that  gave  him  an  avcr&on  to  the  match  of 
his  father's  propofing,  he  gives  him  an  anfwer  chac 
fiicws  him  rather  uncommonly  refined  in  his  notions,: 
never  having  once  lunted  to  her  the  warm  intereft 
fheclumed  in  his  hearty  and:tlu8  referve  he  imputos 
to  ah  inviolable  filial  refped^  which  checks  binx 
from  entering  into  any  engagement  that  m^ht prove, 
dilagreeable  to  Sir  John. 

Upui.  bdng  informed  that  Mr.  Myrtle  is  at  the- 
next  door,  and  would  be  glad  of  a  conference,  be 
nqireilcs  readinels  m  receive  ham }  thai  afks  Tom 
for  an  anfwer  ta  his  letter,^  who  informs  his  mafter 
he  was  defired  C0:caU  again..  Here  Humphry  with- 
clra,ws^  droj^ing  Ao  &tisia&ory  hint^  that  there  is  a 
fecret  impadiment  which  will  check  the  dreaded 
marriage- inth  Lucinda.  Bevil  agteeably  feels  for 
his  ftiend  Myrde's  uneafy  fituation,  j^id^ng  of  it- 
from  his  -own-t:  and  concludes  the  aA  with  a  rhim- 
ing  couplet,  wluch-WQuId-haveLbees  much  betKr- 
cuined.intQ  profe.. 

Myrtle  being  introduced  by.  Tom  at  die  ban- 
ning of  the  fecond  a£t,.addre0es  himfelf  with  fome 
degilee  of  refentment^-on'  the  fubje^  of  rivaUhip  to 

-  yow^-  Bevil,.  who  endeavours,,  by  {Hi>per.  degrees, 
tp  Op^in  the-  ftatt  of  affairs  %.  howevetr,  Mynle. 
Ipurred  by  a  kind  of  jealoufy,  rather  warrnsr&c^n 

■  fLjnifappichenlion  of  B$vit*s  meaning.     At  length 

they 
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they  come  to  uoderftaod  one  another*  and  a  third  ^ 
perlcM)  is  mentioHed  as  .a  formidable  rival,  who 
shovgh  did  and  an  egregious  coxcomb,  ftandsai  fair 
chance  of  fucCieis.  After  fbme  doubts  arifiag,  as 
•couoiel  are  to  be  confultedf  it  is  refolved,  that  Myrtle 
and  Tom  Ihall  ^aiTume  the  appearance  of  the  Uw<- 
yers  employed,  and  thereby  delay  matters  at  leafl- 
This  ptant  fettled.  Myrtle  gpci  oS,  and.  kave« 
fievil  so  his  juft  and  frieodly  reOe^ions  i^n  the 
perplexed  ibue  of  Indiana,  whom  he  relblves  to  vi-- 
&j  geaeroufly,  as  well  as  ienfibly  remarking,,  that 
,  Plough  filial  duty  win  prevent  him  from  ever  mar- 
ijing  contrary  b>  his  father's  inclination,  yet  that 
dutf  does  not  deter  him  from  the  innocent  companf 
of  a  virtuous  woman,  who  is  particularly  agreeabk 
lo  him. 

The  feme  changing  to  Ihdiaaa's-lodgings,  Ihe  and 
her  aunt  Ifabella  come  forward,  converfing  upon  thp 
behaviour  of  Bevil,  which  spears  interefted  and  de- 
figning  to  the  former,  totally  generous  and  honour- 
able to  the  latter.  Ifabella  fpeaks  with  more  pre- 
caution and  knowledge  than  her  neice,  but  Indiana 
cx|H^cs  the  genuine  gratitude  and  delicacy  of  a 
£5Xxl  and  fufceptible  mind  ^  in  the  full  flow  of 
which,  fhe  produces  a  &efii  inlbmce  of  his  benevo- 
lence, two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  bank  notes, 
to  pay  for  a  new  fet  of  dcefling-platc. 

A&er  an  altercation  ^  confiderable  kngth,  in 
which  Indiana  defends  her  admircr  with  reafon,  af- 
£e£tion  and  delicacy,  her  aunt  ftill  perfeveres  iaa 
liifpicion  (^  danger,  and,  even  continues  her  doubts 
tUl  Indiana's  ce&otment  is  rather  wroughc  up,  and 
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leaves  her  td  make  Jbnle  ol^  maidift  ^cfledHogg  Upon 

the  perils  waking  i:infu^)e£Bng  mnecence. 

Indiana  HiunediM^  re-enters,  and  ^vJng  been 
Infonned  of  Mr.  Bevil's  approach^  orden  hw  aA- 
sniffion,  previous  eo  which  fiw  lefis&s  upon  an 
alteration  in  bshaviaur>  a  referve  ^mned  ftoee  t^ 
report  of  His  marriage ;  however,  love  at  his  apr 
Clearance  banifties  all  doubts,  he  appear^  inno- 
cenriy  amiable  in  her  eyes,  and  rfieir  encooiwer  is 
iuch  as  may  be  properly  expeftcd  fiom  perfons  qf 
-ienfe  and  true  p<HiteneIs.  The  coaverfadon  at  firft 
is  employed  upon  matters  merely  indiffereqC;  at 
Imgth,  the  fubjefi;  turns  upon  the  efiendal  di£< 
ference  of  tore  and  efteem,  upon  whkk  tt^ie  fome 
-agreeable  Ecmarks  occur. 

At  length  an  opportunity  offers  for  Bevilftodww 
a  feeling  of  heart  eactremdy  recommeikJaCopy,  that 
't£  not  being  copcenc  with  barely  recemjienrHig 
merit,  but  treating  it  vith  refpe^  alTo  -,  this  Ukt9* 
duces  for  Bevil's  <^iaion  the  difpute  Indiana  hits  had 
with  her  aunt,  whether  a  man  who  eonfers  favours 
on  a  woman  he  is  no  way  aRied  to  muft  not  be  ia- 
terefted ;  Beril's  anfwer  is  the  afgrmative,  rd^r 
puzzles  the  young  lady,  who  is  evidently  end^* 
Touring  to  worit  out  fome  C!xplanatioD  relative  to 
hcrfclf  i  hoircvCT,  this  is  evaded  on  his  fide,  t% 
at  length,  probal^y  from  ah  appreltenfion  of  vhac 
her  drift  is,  he  retires  fomewhtt  abn^dy. 

At  this  junfture  Kabeila  returns,    and  ibftcns 
her  ncice's  doubts  concerning  ehe  fed  b«it  of  Bc- 
Til*s  hearty  but  declares  it  heceffary  for  further  faBB- 
f^^Hon  and  fafety,  eo  6nd  out  v^cher  Mr,  -Bevil  ' 
and-Mr,  Myrtle  arc  really  friends  or  rivals  j  India* 

na* 
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na,  wrapping  her  bean  in  cdnfidnKt  ctf  her '  lot^^ 
fir's  faith,  concludei  this  a£t,  is  every  *ft  rtf  chit 
piece  cinfattibly  doesj  *ith  rhiifie  5  and  thati  to 
biy  tpnh,  neither  very  fignificant  nor  poeticd, 

Tom  and  the  volatile  ludicrous  o\^b&  of  hi*  ad* 
miration  mett  aftd  open  tift  third  a&.  i  bOt  nob- 
withftandii^  a  free,  kind  fj^utatieh  frfim  him*  the 
coquettiihjade  toi^  up  her  ilofe)  and  pftfies  hini 
jvith  ftft  iur  of  quality  difdain  t  ftui^  with  this 
treatment,  bid  knowing  her  difpodtion,  he  deter- 
mines opSn  afiumii%  ail's  ^o-,  and  the  rq>artee  of 
fiirtatiMi  is  bandied  about  for.  fomfc  time  with  cqud 
ddtterity  tin  both  fides  j  at  Icilgih,  the  fwajn  foftebs 
piril  rclU£S  with  eAueh  natural  whirtl,  the  inipcHw 
att  dwy  and  hour,  and  ttunnei*  ti  his  fidbig  in  tove> 
fbkf  i^t£r  afOW.tatftitland'ednfequential  ab-3;,rolTeiB 
tke  nyrtipth  into  an  -atkttOwledgemcnt,  that  her 
JiWer's  eloqu^fKc  ia  vfcry  ft>rceable ;  arid  Bx  then 
a«luaiats  lum  with  the  offitfl;  of  his  inafttr's  litter  5 
how  happy  it  h«3  mMe  Lucinda,  g;iriiig  him  allb 
«de  in  tecum. 

Tdnn  iippbuds  their  negt^tidn,  as  fomethin^  ' 
jnjty  be  derired  frohi  ic  for  their  mutual  adrinta^ 
find  fej^qmetti  hett:  the  ihtcrview  takes  «  Tcry  fcA, 
uMreus  tiM,  «nd  fbme  kiHes  are  leemingly  ra^ 
yiSSfd  i^  inMii  fdr  w^h  hit  miftrris  gives  3  fainc 
-fsp^i^  -acquainting  him  with  the  di^rent  views  df 
-Mk-.  »dMt9.  Sc^and,  reTpeAing  Luanda's  waC 
-&igi  theit  a#chly  defires  Kim  to  give  .her  but  one 
Wfe  mbTt\  after  which  they  take  leave  of  each 
-ddierWtdljrkat:  ind  langhable  cerdnony. 

IrfiduKbii  Bpen  her  enuknce,  inquires  of  Philfis' 

wllo  fljt  has  been  hurryit^  off,  and  Ktfctves  for  aa- 

■  f*cr. 
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4wer,*afweeAearti  ieretlw  young  lady,  we  ap- 
prehend, defc-ehda  a  yttle  out  of  her  fphere,  by  ob*- 
Irving,  that  Ihe  has  heard  fomething  like  killing  i 
to  which  Phillis  makes  a  facetious  and  ingenuous 
lieply  t  this  draws  on  mention  of  Ombcrton,  and 
the  Ipiriced  chambermaid  afl^rts,  that  he  is  as  mucK 
manied -to  Lucinda  as  'quality  goneraily  are,  that 
OS,  by  confcnt  of  friends,  fettlements  and  otho* 
■  Jpcexmiiry  agreements.  In  the  pH^refs  of  this  con- 
vcikaoii,  we  difcover  that  Myrtle,  whqfe  prettn- 
'lions  were  once  favoured  by  the  young  Tady*s  pa- 
■rents,  has  won  Jier  hearty  the  aocount  ftie  gives 
4oi  her  mether's  referved  peculiarity  is  ple^ant 
«ncm^;  Phillis,  whofcems  to  be  the  friend  of  her 
.young  miftrcls's  inclination's  declares,  that  hy  liftoi- 
ing  ibe  has  dilcovered  the  whole  of  Mrs.  Seduid's 
defign  in  favour  <^  Cimberton  i  particularly  tjie 
aneans  uftK]  Co  gainccH^nt  Jrom^a  rachwiclei^hi!^ 
JHled  Sir  Geoffery.  Upon  the  -approach  of  Mr. 
<Cunberton  and  her  mc^Kr,  Luanda  puts  FMlUs 
ofFthefiage;  the  old  lady  opens  her  owir  charadier 
■by  fome  &rmal  obfervations  upon  Iceefring  family 
^bioodpure;  to  which  h«- ftarcbed,  OAtkiuatedkinf- 
Vnan  replies  in  terms  »det}UB£ely  lvd!cR»us4  feme 
■€f(  his  remarks  upon  the  matrimonial  connexion 
arc  grofS)  and  not  a  littte  heightened  in  thatfenfe, 
both  by  Lucinda  and  her  mother  j  the  Lacedenwni- 
an  inititution  and  other  points  being  difcufled,  they 
'.cater  upon  the  main  fiibjeA.  Mrs.  Seatand  peint- 
inQ  out  ber  daughter  to  Cimberton  as  bis  blended 
wife-,  hevnth  his  iuperciliouc,  j^ilofophical  itioclc 
.of  delivery,-  fpeaks  of  her  (hape  and  tnorions,  ac- 
cordiogto  her  own  phraii^  as  if  ihe  was  a  ftced  «t 
,      :  2  .   fclci 
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bfe^  aQm]Hra£knTan8iik&<«£  JKil^Uflinng.licra 
iaUoiv  feiflm  ^ik^  OHnwi^  thaughcfa^rsiAc^^ 

-  Mn.  Seafanid  bdc^  iAfbfineii  that  thi  Uwyeiii 
^cxtBoe^  orders:thai^  ta.b^Sjeva  tn;  inin  Myr« 
&  u  firieuit  Bnunb^  and/Tora  as  cQunceUar  Tar- 
\i/x  tppeair\.baag  femlj  i^ujr  otter  hnaiedUtc^ 
aqtfac  Rebate  V  and  wluk  the  former  puzzles  the 
fiitjqft  wch  4  verbafe».'«Qlubk:iQtrodudioQ,  the 
•tfacr  ftamif^cis.cnic  tmpafjeht  intcituptvan  tiU.  the 
fbeoegrows  reqB'laugliable^iat-iengt&,  Cimbcrton 
iutQcattjt  sSiOt  ai  net  miduftantUhg'thc  purftort  ai 
dieiFp];eatUiigj  xa  ham  a  copy  of  k  to  EngUth,  this 
ofiuds  BramUp  t  aTaygbod  and  iatirical  fbokc 
i^aioft  udkus Jetigatkia  occurs  by  Bramble's  re- 
,1^.,  when  CimbeitOR  dsfit^  la  have  their  opiniont 
«^hout  d^la^  **  diat  tiuj  law  vill  not  admit  d£? 
dicrc  is  coofidcf^hi  liumour.  in  tbe  femu^  cf  Tar* 
get  after  bis  oi^Dcnt  is  gode^  though  lu  has  not  - 
tioeud  one  peiiedk  ««^  ^  Ke&y^  "  t  tcMicbed 
fdn  to  the  quick  upon  Grimgt^dien  This  ftm* 
lus  a  great  deal  of  fpifitand'  Jiuihaur,  but  tlic  uii- 
cideiitisiathet&«ced  and  .improbable 

Sedand  ob&rving  that  men  of  learned  profefa 
fitM  fluwdd  talk  as  iat^ligibtjt  as  ppl&hle,  wluch 
tcnclervhat  tbef  fiiy  of  tnbreeftimatiofi,  Ciqiber^ 
ton  makes  this  «erffchfible^!^y.  ' 
'  '^  Tfaejr  rm{^)i^rh^s,''fflBdami  (gaiit  by  it) 
ttith  people  of  your  good  fcn£:$'  but  with  the  gen&> 
Mlityiitwi^  never  da'!  the!  ynlgar  mmld  have  na 
Rfpeft  fwtruth  an4  ktlowtedge,  i£  thcjr  were  »» 
{K^l  to  naked  viesr. 

Tm^  if  too  Simple  of  all  (it  bereaved,} 
Siacf  dic.«aild.vv^tHRhy  Ictitbede^i^j. 

Vol.!!.  ■     U  At 
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i4«     The  DRAMATIC CENS»a- 

At  the  beginning  of  the  foarth  kEt-wo  'find  Ton 
in  confufion,  andlus  nialljer-d)i^naiDil;u:.a.'kindof 
a  blunder  he  has  made,  by  letting  Myrtk  £Qi  out 
6£  him  Bcvil's  having  itodved  a  letscv  from  Lu- 
anda; this,  we  karti,  lias  produced  a  chalkogt 
from  Myrtle  to  Bcvil,  for  fuppofed  double-dealing: 
When  Tom,  according  to  order,  retires,  his  mafter 
meditates  ^th  fome  -warmth  on  his  fiend's  jstidpi- 
tation ;  then  reads  Lucinda's  'letter,',  thanking  falm 
for  declining  the  marri^e^  and  makii^  him  erco  a 
confidant  of  her  atuntion  to  Myrt;le-." 

Bevil here  kindly confiders that  ^tn/c  Va^&ioaid 
be  taken  to  cure  the  impatience  and  jcaloufy  of  his 
friend,  for  which'  reaibn  he  thinks  it  prudent  to  keqi  ' 
the  ibiementbned  iettcr-fooKtime  faxa  jus  know' 
ledge;  having  read'Myrtle's  challenge  alfo,  which 
is  couched  in  brief  and  fignificant  temis,  that  gco' 
deman  appeacs,  and  with  a  pcfcnqjtoty  ftil^  it* 
quires  that  notice  may  betakeaof  his  meflage.  ' 
-  Bevil's  reply  to  thi&  abnipc  addre^  is  fcnfiblc  and 
cool,  deiirihg  an  ea^anadon  face  ti>  iace  i  the  f^ 
jeft;,  as  is  ufual  in  ^h  cafes,  riieS'  faft,  and  Myrda 
throws  out  an  intimation. of  timidity,  which  draws 
JTomyoiing  Bevil.thefe  truly  excellcnt-and  mdral  re- 
marks, worthy  a  brave  tnan,  and  which  ou^t  to  be 
ftamped  upon  every  .-forwiard  mind.  ".Sir,  yoa 
know  I  have  often  da^  m.di£appran-tijkd&oa  the 
Cyrai^  oiilnm  has  intrQdiiced,.ta.the:br98chof  all 
laws  divine  and  hiHnan  :  I  have  often- told  yoUi  i> 
'  the  confidence  of  heaix,  I  abhorred  daring  to  .ofeid 
the  author  of  life^  and.ruftung  iatolusrpiefenaF-J 
fay,  by  the  fame  a£t,  to  commit  the  crime  agaioft 
him,  and  uhmediately  iu^  on  to  his  tribunal.'*'— 
K^ad,  read,  aod  tttafure  tqi  in  memcvy's  fccurcft 
■ .   .     eellw 
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tcU,  dug  Mutsay  ioftru^o^  .yff  fevagt,  vindiaivc 

dudjifts. '  '■  " .,,„-;'-:     ■ 

.  As  thei;e  is -a  bound  in  every  breaft  beyond'which 
paricncc  canQOt  itachy  fo  ;Bcvjl^  hearing  the  mo- 
deft  iwomanpf .  his  heart  ^ineni>ohcd.  lightly,  takes 
firc»  and  a^c^epts  t^e  bolHle  .Jnyitation ;  here  we 
ttnol:^  £br  .good  fenfe,  virtue  and  friendlhip,. tot- 
tering. QD  the  yergc  of  d,eftfU<^ipo  ■,  however,^'  the 
audwr,  by  a'moft  inafterly.ftrDke,  the  intervcDtion 
of  Twn,  pves  BeviJ  a  paufe  of  reafoD»  which  plea- 
fitgty  apd  repHt^ly.^bnnK  hirn  to  the  premier  way 
of  chinking.  He  fliews  his  raih  antagonUt  Lucin- 
di's  letter  i  lb  convincing  a  .proof  of  his  friend's  in- 
Vxeaott  seduces  Myrtle  to  a  di^ree  of  pity  as  well 
Its  cenfurc  i.  hcgwCYcr,  the  deUcate  cordiality  of  Be- 
yii,  anticipates  any  mortifying  condefcenfion  from 
lus  repentant  challenger,  apd  Myrtle  is  left,  inllead 
pf  fervile  ackjjpvledgrjienps,.\lf9  "lake  fonic  very  in- 
JJmaivc  obfery^tions  upon  'the  pfecipiece  they  have 
both  cfcaped,  by.  Bevil's  fupdior  c; onfludt.  We  con- 
template ,  this  Xcene  ^th  grea^t  pleafure,  and .  aflerti 
tiutt.it  js  as  Jiappily  concejyeti,,  as  judicioufly.con- 
^U^^,  and  ss  finely' written  as  'any  otho-  in  the  £n- 
glifli  drama:  .. 

Sir  John  Bevtl  and  Mr.  Sj^aland  fucceed  the  young 
pndemen :  at  the  beginning  of  their,  conyeriation, 
the  baronet  feen^  to  phtmc  hitnfelf  on  genealogy, 
which  the  rcfpe^able  nKtchmit  holds  in  a  cheap 
Lghl;  and  rallies  Sir  John  upon  it  with  forne  degree 
flf  cyiHc^  jipraour,  ^^^lapd^  in  reipeA  to  his 
daughter's  Oiarriagc,  oIm^s  his  l^eeping  a  miflrels  ^ 
this  clflrge,  the  baronet,,  like  a  kind  fathet-,  endea- 
vours tj^  exculpate  his  Ton  of  i  however,  the  cit  puts 
l^e  matter  to  this  ifliie,  vifiting  the  unknown  lady 
U  ^  himfelfjf 
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■Kmrdfi  iuiair.il^'ttiblnteMcW,  hfc  lin'*  no,- 
thing  tp  confinn  his  apprehcnfions,  then  tfiWft  cStfl' 
ic  holmpcdimertt  t6  We  irtStch  S^  John  fo  Antch 
ui^Sj  upOnt^ispittJjoMyie^feliira'te.  '  ''.  * 
■  Ffofti  'Miit  pilfts  ti^itii  rtnnjfihry  irta  M| 
oH.mafe,  aif(er,WeCat:1i  |6«e,' It  apj>e!tts,  *« 
Sir 'Jbhii'j  anxfcty'fe  iHfiliSfy  &Oat  t,w:ifi(lii's  ii^ 
fcfiuii'e,  wlilch"  at  'aiif  Viti  ht  *Sia  tiis  l((h  (o  ttb; 
aih,  the  baroliet  fftis  viiy  BJftirally,  ^6ieVW  »:; 
cnv&'loiiie  fefisf^iift^  fiooi  tveafilii  Wr  ffihV  dtr' 
paratioh  of  hcvet  rtarryitjg  w^Ao^-hts  'cijidtsfti 
thTs  fcche  bririgs  aboili'nb  deterhiif^irton;  feUtteaVti 
martcrs Th  a  proper  iVatfetSf'ddubt"'  ""  

]f*hllirs  iii  liic  next' feeiie,  a'dtjrfattts  Myrife  ifc^ 
fists  in  the  iitiribttWsiJM  6f  IfttaghiS  mifttWi,  '^ 
fecSiry  beijig  hiaidj  ttcpea^  .».  cjKSpltat  thi 
jha-ita^' 'rc(a«ijieW£Si  Wis  pelifflWes  iht  iifctf' 
wKehpur  ■cWBeHh!%'5fffih  the  •frne.'iJiHt '8' Ui, 
^guei'a^vifes^tm  t&'fi^fen'att  "^e'liiltjefeftifef^^ 
this  wearafogoodaface^  tliiiiii'iiilim'it^'Wt 
fb  happy  a  tfidugtiti  Isoch  *vTtH  fftWfiW  ahd'''%3S^ 
fbiu-luding'thi  fourth  aft  wilih  ,-ii'*OTl\fl(S  ^jW 
her  lEh&Me  in  p'raMc*,'  its  «eW  i  I®  ajiuitedlKilS 
of  mind  .will  admit.  .       '  '  ■ 

Atithe  BegWiigbf  thtBHv  aal^jyitlt,  fflltor 
ftorplioreaHitb  flfcft'aftiof'SlrXSeoiiJy,  is'llKSlgllj 
forward  by  Wrs.  ScalSid,  t'OcWda  ana  &ttl1*A(*[( 
he  aflumcs'thc  old  kjiiglits  ■peculiarity  ^  k^prl^fi^ 
is  Weil  as  his  ahtitjili^y'bf  Ihape;  Ml^.  Sfc&Uhd,  af- 
tei:  ftcing  hten'fei^ed*.  gbcs  off  tb  give  hAdfe^  dS- 
feftibns ;  "and  Is . ibildvSed  by  Phillis,  tW'&e iHlxi 
give  the  difgiiifed  Ibvcr  an  bp'po'rtuftity-*?  bdng 
jUorie  with  his  biiftrcis  j  aftpr  fome  ludicrous  ttis^ 


U3liz.il  b,GoOg[c 


attftS^Jsertaiftife  have  bcenihad^^'tlitiljs  et-'. 

IfeSs  lifer  pVif^Wfe In  "favour  of  Myrti^^^  deliver- 
aiga  m^%e  to  C'vA)SiiVoh  from  Mrs.  ^aland; 
d&  rtiiibvAs  Mm,  ahd  the  flage  is  left  (;Iear  Ib^ 
fttc  i&riA'to  Jifcldft  himA;If,  whtth  he  diki  withg^ 
plki  l^^turoils  pifccifiUatiOTi,  'that' ihrou^Ti '  fur-* 
^iK  ij'iii;&i<^  fcreams  lifut, .  which  Brings  back  the 
oinftpahyV  heft,  iipbh  apprehcrifibn  of '  a  difcbvefy, 
fjyitfc,  ^th  veiy  GuTct  addrefi,  faghs  "himfclf  in 
l  fit,  'wSjA  feVes  as  a  ^oAd  ^logy*  For.Lucm^ 
fllS  ifilFj^iSfe  and  cbhfiifioDv  the '  matter  being 
^\iSfalKtr,  ^he'fuppofed  oldgchtlemahis'coh'diift- 
Mi^'  *ni6  clrcumftarice  of  ptilliDg  his  nephew** 
FIT  ii  fercial.  'to  'the  latl'  degree,  therefore  ntdcK 
JSdewlfee'^igriity  of  this  piece. 
■  ^.StaBuia,'d6naiiftM  by  Humphry  to  tn^i- 
^V.hoiiTe,  .n<cxt  Spears,  knoUds  at  t^e  dbdr^ 
WiSSiDahid,  a  ti^hmi'inied  pl«ure  of,  niftic  fim* 
flfidfy,  furfiUhed^'jth  Ibme  degree  of  urbahic  cun- 
l^.aii'd  evafion,  is  ^prpducedt  his  anfwers  to  the 
f(l(^aiah^s.cn"<^uityfeirMainiftrefi  are  replea  with 
h'Chftoui',  aad  iheyer  fail  <£  having  a  powerful  ef- 
^■5  'it  lengA,' by.'the  ndp  of  that  argument 
W&h^lddrh  fails  'to  influence  both  the  fimplc  and 
4i^  "a  bribe,  Sndan'd  ^liis  adrfilttahcei  Brft  obr 
faihs  li  Ihdrt  aOdiehc6  of  IfabeUa,  who  reeolledts 
}^  Vat  ^des  'nbt;th3ke  hetielf  known,  ahd  theii 
M  itiftodi^ced to  Indiana;  he  addrefT^  her  with  re- 
^i^  as  having  fofnfc  money  to  pay  her,  which  cir- 
■ftfmftirici  brings  6h  the  main  fubjeft,  ^4^.  Bc- 
viTs  eohnf^lon  w^  TiW;  the  citizen  reprbachei 
that  young  gentleman  with  deceiving  fo'de^rving  ^ 
piftSt\,  wb^  Qxj  with,  generous  gratitude,  vin<^ 
cate^ 
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cues  Jtiis  honourable  Gondu^i-At.j^Iig^i^jvdgpng 
Seaknd  to  be  his  In'tended  father-in^Taw^lier'^palliMt 
work?  up  into  afwellof  crief.... 

In  the  flow  of  anxiety  for  lofing'aijam  &>  <lear  to. 
K>lier^  ftie  indulges  h^  painful  i«$'liiigs..with  ijeaH^ 
and  very  natxir^Iy  recapitulates  a  {iicce^ofi.Qf  niisn 
fortunes  which  l>aye  fallen  uboii  her,  even  frp^  ear- 
Eell  in^cy  ;■  ibmp  of  the  circumftances  ^ftrilce  Sca- 
kndf  wt^o,  at  length  by  (he  cir^.um{l^ccc^  a.t?i;aci:^ . 
let  Ihejihrpws  froni  her,  ai;td.an  enquiry  into  flic  si^ 
Bameilu  perceives  Her  ia  be'his'own  daugjitq"  j  her 
kfcniity  is  verified  by  Ifabella,  and  the  fcqa^.  which 
is  beautifully  wrought  up,  here  caufes  thcpoftpjca- 
fing  fenlations.  The  other  chara£i£rs,nQW?:^Cpr,  hav- 
ing been  told  the  wonderful  'dtfcoyery.  by  Ifali?fla^ 
Johi)  congratulate^  [he  ^ppy  ^fat^r  ai)d  4afigtittr  j 
by  the  by,  it  is  a  Tittle  odd  how*  they  fhoulc^  (nept  fo 
fiiddenly  at  IndiMiji's  hobfe,  and  hov  Sir' Joh^'piouwi 
know  that  Sealarid  Interidei  to  give -her  4  iortunp 
equal  to  his  wifhes  :  however,  the  author  wgA^„f() 
bring  about  his  cataflrophe,  fo  c1a|)s .  Bevil  zr^  ^ 
diaiji  together  as .  expeditiouny  as  pcJ^Blc, '  Ttha 
circumftance  depriving  f^ucipdaof  half^r  :^m^ 
Cimberton,  whofe  views  wer?  fijiiqdcd'njoBp  ppi^t 
intereft  than  love,'  gives jjp  b'ls  claim,  apd, thereby 
affords  Myrtle  an  .opportunity,  of  ;thrbwing  pff  hit 
difguife,  and  pro'poling  h^  own  generous  |i^on, 
which  Sealand  immediately  ratifies  with  his  coi^t. 
Matters  thus  agreeably  fettled.  Sir  John  briefly  dc- 
fjuces  fronl  pa£t  tranfa£tions  this  excellent  moral) 
That  providence  fuperintends  and  rewards  the  per- 
(cvcraM^  of  virtue. 
'  '  ■;?:■'"  ■.  /■"  .  -■    .    .  Having 
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CHotaXMn. 

'  Having. {nfied  dui^gh  thsoHncd)!  wi^. great 
pkxfii<e.to  ourfelVcsy  and  we  hope  fen^i^ionrto  chc 
reader,' we  muft-give  its  author  gitac  prailef  both 
,  ibrhis  deligti  and  execution.  The  plot,  is  n^<idar-| 
vitncate,  'yet  obvious  i  the:  fendtaedts  moral ;  the 
lai^;uagc . cafy  and  gcntieri;; there  it  fpiiit  without 
UcentiouiiKis,  andfuqnize  Viihout  improbability 
the  charii£lers.adiU3it  natureind  varie^.  > ': 

SicJohR!Beril,asafand  father,  dtiferVesie^Kdl 
hat  there  is  a  felfilb;  namm-minded  priQcq)le,  c^ia*- 
Ueof  %nficiogeven  the.  Ton  he  loves  to  intercfi^that 
gready  lowers  our  opiiubn  of  him ;  he  has  nothing 
to  fay  but  what  the.  'mediocrity  of  Mellri.  GiBsoif 
and  BunTDM' may  utter  decently  enough;  we  have 
ieea  feveral  .otkers  exhibit  the  old  knight,  but  &> 
little  worth  notice  that  we  cannot  recoiled  them. 
.' '  Mr.-Seaknd  is  a  plain,  !una&£ted»  geperous  citi' 
zen  i  -  amaa  Illiberal  ptincirfdes  without  oflencatidiit ' 
and  Auod  fenfe  without  pedantry,  bred  in  Uiefchool 
<rf  ad*a&tp  .-TiM  honcft  cmzcn  was  esrem^yi 
pcU  figMcd,  and  fuit  Aly  pCTformed  by  Mr.  Sharks  i 
his  anxiety,  furprize,  teodem^  and  joy,  in  the  Icene 
where  Indiana  is  difcovcred  to  be  his  long  loft  daugh- 
ter, were  'otell  exprefled,  and  he  ftmck  out  many  ja- 
<£dous  beamies.  Mr.  Berky,  as  was  ufual  with 
him,  jiitntfhed  the  converlation,  and  blubbered  the 
patfacdct  ^>  as'to  his  periboal  ^>f)earaoce,.it  was 
very  iingcDdepmn-Iila,.  bothinfi^we  and  depoit- 
Aent.  :  At  pirdent,  wt  know  not  any  perfbcmer,  at 
cither  houTe,  however  firange  the  afTercion  may 
ieem,  cakulaud  to  do  the  merchant  juilice  ;  who^ 
though  He  lequires'  n9  capital  powers,  yet  calls  for 
>uc^[toci^t  and  exprefBon  not  eably  founds  We  are 
fay  DO  meaas  food  of  Mr.  Aiciun's  pacernal  feeW 

inE^ 
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btg8  }  liof  4o  chafe  of  ft^^iCi^it^^  ffl^^  much 
pkaftm.  Mr.  Hull,  «q  ^^^sohatad;  muft:  csn|! 
,  AaneftJkiR^  unkft  Mrt  Barky  voqU  roudtla&td 

YouiigBeVil  it  ii»«rn  a  fins  pattern  fvjittihg 

b^avft  i  *  4ifihtarafted^o«cr(  z-  dtitiful  ian,  and  i 
fincere  &ia«i/  He  has  boui.  ^led  H.a  fiuildcft 
iDMijkei!,  Wuch  the  weild  ncf«r  £rti  t"  buk  iro  can> 
fiO(  fisd  iny  leafim  fer  fi^fio&iig  ikac  tn  aatbu^ 

though  he  omameAu  a  character  in0i  muf  itatua> 
ble  qualifioaoons,  picfenu  hin\  to  visw  u  pfi&ft,} 
and  &icha  mari  as  young  Bevil'  might  have  not  oi^ 
fome  -wMkne^,  nay  fome  vice  aboi^t  him,  thou{^  diit 
droumftajuies  of  this  play  don^  caU  '^Ddidi  ioH 

Toearry  RfieUeAion  back  {id  fif*  as  weaie^le^ 
tnth  any  degreo  of  pfedfiopj  «q  ramember  Mk 
QyiM,  nhenhowaf  l^  eqough  to  do  Holftaff  iritfa> 
<tuc  ftuAng,  rumbling  fonH  dus  pait  vbA  vcrf 
near  u  gmt  ponipo£ty  ^s  he  founded  CatQ  vt^i 
a  major  mg^  as  in  dteycuxg  Champntj  gCaccd  his 
large  head  |  and  though  young.  BerU  'mentiaDt 
g4ia^  of  dKfft,  by  calling  his  ck^ths  titc  l^lendid 
covering  of  forrov,  yet  this  grtai  aStot  okcCi  far* 
hap!  ofmor^  ornanjented  du  pan  vritli' the  very 
doaths, which  hp  played  th<  Old  BMchcbriOd 
'  Kfr>  9h£kidah  bariced  ope  young  Eery  feiipnd 
years  in  DuBtiK  vkh  great  applaufer— i^  lioabk 
proof  of  critical  judgment  in  the  eudienoc  then—' 
ibr,b^ronderery  degree  (^4i^utt,  keilra»ilocfiii<i 
nifhed  with  any  one  rcquifite  s  the  fi$tp  of  his  ex* 
prefiion,  the  ftifiHef^  of  his  depontmenr,  vridi  d)( 
jutural  altemaK  fqueakc  and  cvoaks  of  htt  UtUu^^ 
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Voice,  itefc  filch  a  ^oup-of  impedimenCsi  asncvqf 
before  incumbered  an  audience,  or  lowered  aa 
oSwof  any  eftccin.. 

Mr.  Ro.ss,  ^cii  Sttt  ke  played  the  chafadcr  a 
Dniry  LaAc,  was  as  concSt^  cafyi  fpiritcd  and  gen- 
teel, as  cridcilm  could  wifii  i  he  looked*  moved, 
and  Ipoke  like,  a  gendeqian.  If  rota  -what  we  have 
leen  1^  lum  lately,  he  is  grown  too  corpulent  for  the 
TcquifitE  fFcedpni)  and  foo  cjirelels  for  the  eOential 
^wit  t  pei^xmanceleems  nfbcr  a  fatigue  to  him, 
and  any  trace  of  that  muft  be  injurious  »  fuch  a 
pirt  as  young  BeviL  Mr.  Flextwood,  Who  has 
left  the  fbtge  fome  ftrw  yeai?  paft,  had  a  great  deal 
of  merit  in  this  chancer  i  his  figure,  manner,  and 
delivery,  all  corre&npded  to  place  blm  In  a  very  h* 
Tourable  light.  ' 

Mr.  Reddish  is  much  die  moft  capable  atpre- 
fait,  as  Mr.  Barry's  age  dedrt^s  the  merit  he  once 
had. 

Myrde  has  no  pardcular  charaAeriftical  diC- 
tinAion,  his  principles  appear  generally  good,  hig 
temper  fiMnewhat  warm  i  he  requires  more  afling 
than  Brvil,  as  he  affumes  dificrenc  Qiapcs,  a  volu- 
fnlity  is  wanting  for  Bramble,  a  low  comedy  feeble- 
befsfbr  SirGeoBnry.  Mr.RvAii,  allowingforageand 
oddity,  was  not  at  all  amifs  in  perfonadng  of  him : 
Mr.  Smith  is  no  way  difpleaOng,  nor  in  any  Ihape 
capital  :  Mr.  JtrrtKiov  is  faint  indeed  :  Mr* 
Lee  through  the  whole  chaftely  excellent 

Cimberton  Is  a  coxcomb  of  peciiUar  mold,  face-' 
tiouQy  confequendal,  ludicroudy  fenteodous;  his 
wn  of  humour  is  liot  hard  to  hit,  and  his  words 
fpcak  for  themfelves ;  however,  we  have  lieen  him 
confiderably  flattened  in  performance;    Mr.  Sacr 
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.TEB.  is  COO  luxuriant,  Mr.  Love  too  dry,  yet  bot5 
have  confidcrable  merit  j  there  was  a  medium  be- 
tween thefc  twogentlemoi  which  Mr.  Tas*eli,  ex- 
hibited,, thereby  irreliftably  winking  upon  the  comic 
"feelings. 

.  There  never  was  abetter  drawn  coxcomb  of  the 
party-coloured  co^s  than  Tom  ^  the  outlines  are 
^highty  natural,,  and  the  finilhiog  exquiQte.  If  an 
aAoF  has  any  merit  in  the  fop  cafly  he  muft  give 
pleaTure  in  this  par^  there  is  a  pan  Jeafe  qiay  about . 
Iiim  truly  diverting  :.  ic  is  faid  this  part  and  PhiUis 
iwere  added  to  the  piece  by  Mr.  Cibber  ;  if  Ib^  it  i; 
iindcbtcd  to  him  for  a  very  happy  additbn  of  vi- 
vacity I  we  have  leen  his  fon  perform  it  with  con- 
Tidcrable  pkafure,  but  think  he  rather  grimaced  it 
too 'much  ;  the  iame  fault  we  find  with  Mr. 
WooDWAADi.  yet  allow  hit  ftudied  deportment 
more  juftiHable  in  this  thag  many  other  parts,  be^ 
cauie  aSe^ed  gentility  mil  plan  attitudes,  while  real 
^cace  of  figuK  and  motbn  proceeds  from  what  Dr. 
JoHHSOH  calls  fpontaniety.  Mr.  Dyer,  by  help 
of  a  fong,  has  fltippcd  through  tlie  valet  agreeably 
enough  -,  but  for  the  author's  meaning,  and  nature 
without  any  trick,  we  muH  appeal  to  the  animated, 
critical  execudon  of  Mr.  Kino. 

Daniel,  as  we  have  already  intimated,  is  a  molt 
pleafrng  fimpleton,  as  well  writtea  for  the  length  of" 
him  as  any  part  in  the  piece,  and  though  fo  fhorc 
a  time  m.  fight,  is  by  rnany  of  an  audience  longett 
remembered.  Mr.  Hamilton  well  deferves  ap- 
plaufe  for  the  tiaviie  of  his  expreflion,  but  nature's 
own  comedian,  Mr.  Weston,  is  droll  beyondf.very 
degree  of  conception  ■,  thoie  who  have  not  ften  or 
heard  him  muft  fail  of  an  adequate  idea.  Mr. 
Waldron  has  lately  flipped  into  his  Ihoes,  but  hob- 
ble's moft  horribly  flip^fhod.  KING 
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KING       JOHN. 


A   Tragedy:    By   Shakkspsari. 

X  H 1 5  Flay  opens  vith  peculiar,  dignity,  being 
the  rc^al  au(Uence  of  a  French  amba^dor,  whole 
very  inlblent  addreis  and  arrogant  demands,,  are  re- 
plied to  withTuchfpirit  as  we  wilh  Britilh  monarchs' 
upon  fuch  an  occafion  may  ever  Ihew.  Frcun  an 
obfervadon  made  by  the  queen  mother,  upon  Cha- 
r;ilion*s  departure,  it  appears,  that  the  kindling 
Bame  of  war  has  been  lighted  by  Lady  Conftancc, 
in  favour  of  hier  fon  Prince  Arthur,  whofe  juft  title 
the  queen  ftems  to  admit. 

Robert  Filconbridge,  and  his  brother  Fhifip,  ate 
introduced  for  King  John's  decifion  c(Hiceniing  a 
plea  of  birth-right,  Robert  Urging  baftardy  againft 
his  brother.  Philip's  blunt,  fponive  method  of 
cxpreffion,  tainted  too  with  Ucentioufnefi,  is  abo- 
minable Stuff  for  the  ears  and  reQ>e£Ui4  decorum  of 
royalty  to  be  violated  with  ;  how<:lvcr,  from  tracing 
fome  marks  in  his  vifage  of  that  corrupt  defcent  he 
fcems  to  boaft,  after  a  flight  altercation,  the  matter 
is  fettled  thus  j  heritage  (^  the  paternal  eftate  is 
gyanttd  to  the  legitimate  .brother,  and  Philip,  with 
an  invitation  to  join  the  warlike  preparadoa,  is 
knighted  and  confirmed  in  baftardy,  by  bdng  or- 
dered to  take  the  royal  name  of  Plantagenet 

After  Kbg  John  goes  off,  declaring  his  immedi-^ 

ate  intentions  of  invadii^  France,  our  new  made 

X  »  knig*« 
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Jsmight  ftays  behind  to  mediate  upon  the  change  of 
his  lituadon,  which  he  does  in  a  foliloquy  of  very 
^  quaint  ceoceic  i  bucfheslbme  to  an  audience,  be- 
cau^  th^e6-fourths  bf  it  is  uniA'telligible  to  the  ^■• 
neral  ear  %  and  indeed,  if  not,  is  of  very  immateriaj 
tendency,  What  cnfues  between  this  flighty  blade 
and  l&i  Inbtto',  oiiy  Serves  to  cOitfiftn  what  the 
king  and  queen  took  as  fa&,  merely  from  apprc-. 
bei^n. 

,  We  cdimqt-t^nt:  our  author  had  any  kind  of  rea-. 
fon  for  bringing  Lady  Fakonbridge  before  an  au^ 
diencc  to  cimfefs  her  ftivne  with  fuch  efirontery, 
therefore  cenfur*  this  fcenc  highly  j  and  are  of  t^i- 
ntMijthat  tlie  Ia&  ^even  lines  ^  this  A£t,  fpoken  by 
uie  Bafl^ut^  arc  much  more  fuitable  to  the  bully  of 
i  brothelt  than  a  peribn  of  good  ienle,gQod  breed- 
ta^  and  real  fpirit.  This  character,  might  have 
Seen  ouU'ked  with  oddity,  as  k  evidently  inteodedt 
without  fe  mujzh  o&ncc. 

At  the  beginning  of  thfl  fi^^ond  aft,  by  poetical 
ooAveyancc,  we  meet  t^e  French  king  and  bis  pow- 
ers befor£  the  waSs  ef  Anglers,  where  Conftance  and 
$ef  ^n  Arthur,  yield  him  thanks  for  efpoufn^  tfadr 
diftrejWvil  ^aitfe,  tlpon  the  arrival  n  Chatilli<nit 
feiajnafier  ia  infonned  aot  Mily  of  King  John's  war- 
^e  re&Iutton,  but  that  he  has  courfed  him  at  the 
heels  Vfith  fiich.unaccovintable  cjcpcdltion,  as  to  be 
pthin  the  found  of  beaten  drums,  "We  apprehend 
^e  play  would  have,  begun  with  much  more  pro, 
priety  at  this  period,  and  there  is  nof  a  fingle  paf- 
fagp  ip  the  fifft  aft,  fave  King  John's  reply  to  Cha-^ 
titlion,  that  couM  caufe  talle  or  jiidginent  to  lament 
.the  omiiTion  of  it, 
*...,-/    .  .'  .  '  VpOR 
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Upon  nacering  hk  brother  of  France.  King  Jdia 
6^  utters  peace,  and  then,  on  refuf^  denoutuxs 
war.  To  this  the  FrcDch  monarch  ret^i^by  argn^ 
mentB»  in  favour  of  Arthur's  right ;  an  altercatioa 
enfu^  in  which  the  ladies  join,  vithoQt  feeming  ta 
^e  die  leaft  regard  for  efioitial  delicacy :  wbac 
paflis  between  Auftria  and  the  B&fbud  alfi^  U  fitter 
for  cooUmvers  than  ipcn  of  rank  and  education. 

Upcm  a  prapofition  of  furrendering  all  his  donu-' 
ni«u  in  right  o£  Arthur,  John  treats  King  Philip 
with  contetiq}t,  bu;  offers  protedion  to  the  youi^ 
prince  i  this  brlncpi  on  a  &e{h  brawl  bet^ften  tlu 
ladies  (  at  l^^ith,  (be  citizens  of  Angicrs  being 
fummoned  to  didr  walls  by  fimnd  of  trumpet,  the 
two  kings  feverallyaddrefsthem,  denouncing  tlu-eats.  . 
00  each  fide,  Thus  eitibarrafled,  and  equally  en- 
dai^cred,  the  citizens  very  prudently  intimate,  thaC 
whoever  proves  flrcrageft  will  prevail  with  them.- 
This  ocodions  immediate  determination  of  a  battle^ 
for  which  purpde  both  kings  go  off.  Here  a  fcene 
of  tumult,  and  what  we  may  juftly  (tile  theatrical 
confiifion,  enfues,  alanns !  heralds!  andavidoryj 
after  which  the  kings  a^a  me^  agaiA  debate,  and 
JHU  talk  in  »  high  (train,  while  Fakoobrldgic  ftaities 
between  them  with  the  fpirit  of  Ate. 

After  much  controreify,  to  v^  little  purpofe, 
more  than  to  gratify  a  difpofidon  for  talldi^,  they  ' 
agree  xo  unite  their  powers  agunft  the  relKting 
iDwn  i  this  (harpens  the  wits  of  the  ciuzens,  who, 
by  way  of  palliating  matKrs,  propoTe  a  match  tx- 
twcca  the  Dauphin  and  Lady  Blanche,  a  Spaoifh' 
princ^  nearly,  related  to  England  -,  which  matter 
being,  like  all  other  fhxe  marriages,  concluded  by 
filddcQ  confoit  of  parties,  without  any  appeal  to 
love, 
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love,  the  gates  ctf  Anglers  are  thrown  opMi,  and  our 
cwo  kings  enter  in  friendly  ttnns.  -  J<rfin  proini- 
fing  to  alleviate  the  pain  fuch  a  c<»lition  mufl; 
give  Conftaflce,  by  creating  young  Arthur  Duke  <rf 
Brct^ny,  and  ^ving  him  the  TOwn  of  Angiers. 

Hcrt  Fakonbridge  b  again  left  alone  to  defcant 
upon  the  latp  tranfadtions,  which  he  does  with  kca\ 
and' juft  fatire  i  there  is  a  fort  rf  word-catching  in 
^is  foliloqviy,  fome  of  the  ideas  are  incumbered 
with  fiiperflubus  expreflion,  and  the  auditor's  con- 
ception is  fatigued,  with  blameable  obfcxarity  j  not- 
withflanding  iriiich  faults,  we  allow  it  to  contain 
tifcfiil  riwughts  and  lamentable  truths,  refpe&ing 
the  influence  intereft  has  upon  the  Jugheft  as  well 
as  lowefl:  charaftxrs  of  life. 

in  the  firft  fcene  of  the  third  aft,  as  it  has  been 
t^htly  fettled  1^  (he  ableft  editors,  Ccnftance  ap- 
pears, polTcflol  of  ftrong  and  natural  refentment 
agamft  the  French  monarch,  for  entering  into  paci- 
fic conncftioHs  with  her  enemy  King  John  -,  flic  ra- 
ther rates  Lord  Salisbury  for  bringing  her  the  news, 
and  when  he  propofcs  her  going  into  the  royal  prc- 
{i;ncc,  fhe  replies  with  difdainful  refii&l,  proftrating 
herfelf,  and  making  the  ground  her  throne,  as  Ihe 
phrafes  it. 

Juft  retmned  from  the  Dauphin's  nuptials,  ^ 
two  kings  encounter  this  monument  of  grief.  Up-- 
on  Philip's  mention  that  fo  happy  a  day'  ftiall  each 
annud  return  be  kept  a  holy  one,  (he  rifes,  and 
-vents  herpaflion  with  much  bitternds  of  exprefiibni 
her  widow's  curfe  in  the  following  terms  is  awfiiUy 
nervous,  and  judicioudy  introduced  by  the  author, 
as  prophetic  of  what  follows. 

Anai 
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Arm,  ami,  yt  heav'ns,  againll  tliele  peijur^d  Icings, 
A  wicfow  cries,  be  hufband  to  me  heav'n  : 
Let  oot  th«  hours  of  this  ungodly  day 
Wear  out  the  day  in  peace,  bat  ere  Ain  (ct 
Set  armed  difcord  'twin  there  perjur'd  kings. 

Her reproachea  to  boaftiog  Aulhia  arc  d^verf 
fiu^ng  nature,'  and  the  Baftard's  continuation  of 
dian  iharpem  their  pointedwls  exceedingly.  ,  Mn 
Pope,  and  other  commentators,  hare  added  feme 
lines  to  make  the  Ballard's  bdiaviour  mote  juitifia.- 
blc}  bm,  if  weconfider  what  pafles  in  the  fecood 
Aft,  we  find  that  Falconbridgc  indulges  a  generjd 
blunt  oddity,  that  even  treads  clofe  upon  the  heels 
<^  majdly ;  indeed,  mendoo  of  Auftria's  having 
killed  his  father,  is  very  proper  to  lay  the  foundatiba 
<^  hearted  refeiument. 

Pandulph,  legate  from  the  P<q>e,  confequoidy  ia 
thc^  days  a  mifchicf-makiog.  prid^  here  enters ; 
and,  in  terms  of  peremptory  dttnand,  enquires,  why 
die  then  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  was  deprived  of 
his  fee  :  to  this  King  John  replks  with  very  be- 
coming independency  <^  fpirit,  but  we  think  in  ra- 
ther too  harflt  terms  i  dignity  never  fits  with  grace 
upon  abufc.  The  thunderbolt  of  papal  authority* 
cxcommunicatipn,  here  ifTues  from  the  enr^d  car- 
dinal, who  urges  King  Philip  to  fuppon  the  church'g 
■quarrel  ^ainft  John  ;  which,  after  ibme  tolerable 
teftftance,  and  fome  well  principled  arguments,  ha 
is  at  laft  pcrfuaded  to  by  the  churchman's  able  fi>- 
phiftry.  This  occafions  iiiftantaheous  dedaradonft 
of  ho(tUity,  and  ib  very  conveniently  are  both  ar- 
mies lituated,  that  without  a  (ingle  line  to  give  time 
ior  preparation,  the  l»ttle  joins.  ,  We  apprehoid 
fbac 
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thzt  th&  cardinal  and  Conftuice  nughc  have  been 
iumilhed  with  fooiethiog  to  fay,  chac  would  have 
been  not  only.intereiting  but  of  ufe,  to  give  fiune 
trace  of  probatulity  to  tbe  time  of  action. 

After  fome  martial  flouriflies^Falconbridgc  efltcrs, 
as  conqueror  of  Auilria  ;  we  think  the  lion's  (kin 
as  a  trc^y  of  honour  worn  by  his  fadier*  ihouM  be 
worn  by  the  Bafiard  through  the  remainder  of  ^ 
play.  King  John  having  taken  Prince  Arthur  pri- 
mmer, commite  iaax  to  the  care  of  Hubert  ;  here  a 
&w  moic  alarau  fucceed,  and  the  Engliifa  momrcti 
beats  the  French  behind  the  fcenes )  after  which  he 
comes  on  with  the  Queen  Msthor,  &c.  ordors  Fa^ 
conbridge  lo  haAe  &r  England,  there  to.  ratie  aganft 
his  conung  taxes  or  couribacions  irom  the  kvctii 
orders  of  clergy. 

We  do  not  know  any  paHags,  in  any  piecCjthat 
can  boait  mcric  fupcrior  to  the  method  King  John 
takes  of  wooking  Hubert  to  ths  deftrudtion  of  Ar- 
thur. His  <Uffidaice,  tus  foothing,  his  brosioi 
paules,  ^nd  diftapt  hints^  are  moft  defcripfeve  lina 
of  nature  in  fuch  a  depi^ved .  {late  c^  agitation^ 
What  follon't  we  think  to  rich  a  regale  for  poedcai 
tafte,  ihatweihould  deem  ourfelves  very  bkmeabfe 
npt  to  oSer  it  to  the  readeF*»  palate. 

The  fun  is  in  the  hcav'n,  and  the  proud  dvf 

Attended  with  [he  plcafufes  of  the  world. 

Is  all  too  wanton  and  too  full  of  gawdi 

To  grant  mc  audience— !— if  the  miAnight  bell 

Did  with  his  iron  tongue  and  bcazen  Rioutb^ 

Sound  one  unto  the  dcowfy  race  of  night : 

If  this  fame  were  a  church-yard  where  wcftand. 

And  thou  poHc^Ted  with  a  thoufand  wrongs  : 

Or  if  that  furly  fpint  melancholly 
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fbiialMtb'f  Uaod,  and  maile  it  heavy^,  thidc  i 
Whkh  clfe  runs  tickling  up  mkI  down  the  veui^ 
Making  that  ide^t  laugliter  keep  men's  eye^ 
And  ftrain  their  cheeks  to  idle  mciriment  j 
A  paffian  hateful  td.'my  purpofcs  :  . 
Oi  if  that  thou  coutdA  (ee  me  Without  eytet^ 
Hear  m*  wiittout  ears  and  make  reply. 
Without  a  tongue-^^ufing  conceit  aloii»-^ 
Thai  in  de^i^  of  broad'^y'd  vrttthRildif 
Iwoutdintoihy  fadfinl  pour  my  tbou|hts^ 

Notwich&anding  Uw  apprabatba  we  .allow  txi 
^lac  goieral  eaccdlcncx  which  diftiiiguiflics  thk 
Ipeech,  yet  we  cannot  aroid  remarkJiig  the  two 
words  diftingiiiflied  t^  Italics^  One  o'clock  in  th<s 
vurmij^y  cannot  with  propriety  be  ftUed  the  A^W^iif 
bell — The  vord /olmM  would  remove  this  obj^ti- 
on — Had  iaked  tb/ilioi\  to  m  it  ^pean  that  mc- 
lanchoty  is  a  cold,  chilling  dt^fidon  c£  mind  k 
hakei  fwruihes  an  idea  of  heat,  th«^ore  we  would 
liibftitiue  faktdt  as  moie  ojofonant  xa  the  meanings' 

After  King  John  ha>  wrought  up  Hubert  to  hu 
imuderoUs  putpoie,  and  goes  ioi  En^and,  the  au«' 
dieoceftm  remaia  in  Fraooe,  to  hear  Philip  lament 
the  e£^ds  (^  his  lace  defeat  •,  and  Conftance  breath 
dcq>  lainentatjon  for  the  c^tivity  of  her  Ion.  TiiQ 
'  unhappy  mother's  plaints  are  excremely^  forceablc 
and  tender ;  yet,  amongli:  many  beauties,  we  muft 
cA^eft  CO  that  fpt^h  wherein  Ihe  fpeales  of  the 
coucdhip  of  deadly  in  fUch  figundve  extratagaQC& 
When  Conftance  and  the  French  king  retire*  Pan- 
dulph  woi^  on  the  Dauphin  by  Ibroe  arguments  of 
deep  and  probable  policy,  to  retrieve  Hs  own  ho- 
Aour  and  th^  of  France,  by  undertaking  the  ipvai 
Son  ££  England  \  fumifliing  warm  {lopcf  of  fu<^ 
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ccis  from  the  internal  dilqiriets  of  King  John's  go- 
vernment, cfpecially  thofe  of  the  enraged  clergy, 
plundered  by  diat  monarch's  order — A  moft  alarm- 
ing circuRiftance  to  churchmen,  who,  notwich- 
ftanding  they  preach  up  contempt  of  thii  world, 
are  peculiarly  remark^tle  for  coveting  and  holding 
fafb  its  riches. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  a^  humanity  en- 
counters the  painful  ctrcumltance  of.  Hubert's  com- 
miflion  to  bum  out  Arthur's  eyes,  to  prevent,  by  the 
Ottoman  method,  his  fucceflion  or  advancement  to 
the  throne  j  this  fcene,  with  rcfpeft  to  the  young 
prince's  part  of  it,  docs  our  author  great  credit ;  he 
has  moH  happily  traced  nature,  and  has  touched  die 
tender  feelings  in  a  powerful  manner,  without  ftrain- 
ing  them  too  much.  Hubert's  reluftancc  and  pity 
are  well  defcribed,"  the  two  charafters  imprefi  an  au- 
dience widi  compaffion  and  efteem,  infomuch,  that 
tears  of  concern  and  fatisfaftion  alternately  flow. 

When  King  John  acc[uaints  hb  peers  with  his 
fccond  coronation,  the  Lords  Sallfbury  and  Pem- 
broke exprcfs  themfelves  in  very  free  terms  con- 
cerning that  meafure  :  the  latter  complains  of  Ar- 
thur's imprifonment,  and  claims  his  enlargement, 
which  die  monarch  confeiits  to,  as  fuppoftng  him 
difpatched.  Here  Hubert  enters,  and  tells  the 
king  that  his  order  has  bcenfiilfilled:  when  Salif- 
bury  and  Pembroke  are  told  of  Arthur's  deatl^ 
they  utter  fome  expreffions  of  vindiftive  difcontentj, 
and  leave  the  king  to  confidcr  his  perturbed,  ticklilh 
fituation.  At  this  point  of  time  a  mcffcnger  enters; 
and  increafcs  his  embarralDnent,  by  an  account  of 
the  French  invafion,  and  his  modier*s  death.  The 
warlike  operations  o£  this  play  are  condufted  with 
2  aftonilhing^ 
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altoDilhing  ra|udity,  for  King  John,  becween  the 
£rft  and  fecond  a^  carried  an  army  to  France^ 
which  he  laaded  before  the  French  king  heard 
of  it  ^  and  becween  the  third  and  fourth,  the 
J>au[4iin  lands  a  formidable  power  bef<H%  the  Eng- 
lilh  know  any  thing- (^  His  approach.  After  Fai- 
■cbnbridge  is  diipatched  to  footh  the  difcontenttd 
lords,  Hubert  reenters,  to  acquaint  the  king  c^  iranc 
prodigies  \^ch  have  appeared,  and  the  populu 
craifiifion  occafioned  by  Arthur's  death ;  hu  dc- 
icription,  particularly  in  the  latter  part,  has  fingular 
merit.  The  guilty  monarch's  recriminating  upon 
one  he  fuppofes  a  ready  agent  to  his  fanguine  or- 
ders, is  fai^y  natural  i  the  wicked  always  endea- 
vour to  listen  the  opprefllve  load  of  a  bad  ccm- 
fcieiice,  by  throwing  part  of  it  upon  another :  Hu- 
-berths  exculpation  of.himfelf  comes  ^vountbly  &ota 
the  a^r,  tnit  has  more  plau&bility  than  truth ;  &r 
his  aflertion  of  a  nund  free  from  t^  t^nt  of  any 
murderous  thought,  is  contradicted  by  the  readiiiels 
mth  which  he  underltood  and  coincidoi  with  John's 
meaning ;  to  have  rendered  him  truly  amiable,  fome 
pafl^es  mi^t  have  bcei?  added  to  ligniiy,  that  he 
only  undertook  the  horrid  charge  to  fave  young 
Arthur ;  at  prefent  he  is  kfj  a  very  dubious  or  ra- 
ther culpable  chara&er. 

The  unh^py  young  prince,  raifed  to  a  ftate  o£ 
defps'ation  by  his  captivity,  and  other  painful  cir- 
cumftances,  appears  on  the  battlements  of  his  [»i-' 
fbn,  and  relblves  upon  attempting  an  efcape  ;  but 
by  the  fall  puts  an  end  to  tus  lii^.  The  difcoti- 
tenttd  Enghlh  peers  going  to  meet  the  Dauphin 
now  enter,  and  arc  accofted  by  Falconbridge  with 
meffage  from  the  kbg,  which  they  receive  with 
Y  a  ■  haughty 
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haof^  tfims.  Upon  feeing  Arthur's  Imly,  theJF 
wrath  .grcnn  more  enflamcd,  a«d  t  feicmn  tQT  lof 
Irca^ie^pce  ^  entered  into, 

Hidieit,  «kh  a  fcicond  mc£bge  Trdia  tl^e  kin^ 
^nd  inteH^eoce  tkac  die  fniace  is  afire,  oeitacs  in, 
^ijen  4  W^nn  ate^Qstion  cniiifEs  %  t^iog  AmAi  tjic 
Iccrpde  cf  Aitfaur,  Hubert  pacbetiooH}'  afims  Im 
tnm  iRROcenc^  i^ct  paniiat  gsra  ercdk  froqt  the 
lords,  "jvlto  openly  amu^  thick  defigA  of  ji^ninc 
.  ^Dauf^:  evniF^OBbru^ieejDS  fltu^imtji 
lAJrduu's  htXt  aool  ipodra  iiis  doufatB  c£  Hitberc 
The  pi&ue  he  dmvs  cf  the  ne^ung  political  caoe 
-JuficHi,  is  nervdut  and  fifiking,  RBdfltiBnts  being  0& 
Axed  to  the  neader,  bdt  that  we  hftve  alroady  cXh 
4»edod  in  this  -plaf  the  pnopo&d  lin^cs  6f  qoooi- 
don. 

:  At  fhe  beginning  vfthc  fifth  aft,  we  oast  an  in- 
cident  utociiy  di%racefid  to  Englilh  annab,  King 
■John's  trfignaqon  of  his  crown,  and  receiving  it 
fnnj)  Puidiilph,  as  a  mean  dependancy  on  the  Fapc^ 
His  fitUBtioR  might  pt^c^  ^aquire  fiich  a  con'^ 
ceffion,  butai^  man  of  evSn  tolmblcfpiHc  woidd 
rather  h;iTt  disd  thah  ffaaaie  an  dcahed  flatbn  ^ 
Jnfi^ ;  in  letuqi  for  the  En^ifii  inanarch's  ihb* 
niiffion,  the  cardinal  goes  to  Aap  the  DaiqdnD*s 
hoflile  operatbns.  Here  the  Baftard  encers  w& 
latdligence  that  feems  to  it>BS^  John,  yrho&  em- 
Imr^ffinent  ghres  Falconfoiidge  aai  <q^)ortnnity  Of 
feroonftrating  wich  great  fyim  and  fire,  e^wdally 
i^;ainft  Panduiph's  palliarin  commifllan ;  his  v- 
guments  &t  far  prevail,  that  hereceiTes  the  royd 
authority  to  tcpd  fopee  \^  fijroe. 

Inthpnext  fcene  ^-folemn compaft  is  entpfcdinb) 
fr«T»?een  the  Dauphin  and  the  lEnglilh  lords.    Vp-. 
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4n  {the  c»d)nal'<s  appearance,  and  the  cammunicad-F 
Aft  <)f  }us  pacific  difporinon,  the  prince,  with  very 
JbeeoOiiflg  judgment  and  fpirit,  dedines  being  pro- 
peitfsd  bf  die  chunii^>A  \  who  confiders  no  [fucr. 
ther  tjjiaa  m  circunWbuices  relate  to  his  n»ftcF  the 
pQpe.  Pwiflig  this  parleys,  Fakonbridge  denundv 
conference,  in  which  he  fupports  with  foldierly  do- 
knnAp^,  the  di^iiity  of  his  king  and  native  land; 
fiowiTVer,  he  lofes  the  gentleman  in  fome  of  hk  «&• 
imrksk  paftt:iiUarl]r  where  he  poorly  aiA  indelicaiB- 
Jy  pun$  upon  the  beating  of  dnims  \  t}luntne&  and 
rudcDcfi  are  veiy  diftinft  operations  of  temper  $ 
^»A  knk  ttftproTes  the  firft,  but  txxadaam  the  Uft. 

A  bacde  Here  enfues»  dyring  which  King  John 
Ififtcsrs*  la!>ourii^  under  a  heavy  indi^xiTidoii; 
£k»ne  tiding;  (rf' great  in^rtance  are  broqght  by  a 
ffiefiengeri  but  thou^  oi  the  favourable  kind,  the 
lick  monarch  cannot  reliih  thein,  but  jjefircs  to  be 
coffveyfd  to  SwiAftcad  Afohey. 

We  arc  BOW  conveyed  to  the  French  can^  where 
•ffc  neetSidiiljury,  Pembroke,  &c.  in  a  ftate  of  fur- 
pfiz^  at  theftrengcb,  number,  and  iiiccefe  of  King 
5^vi'9  gBftu  i  to  6U  chfin  with  mom  aftoniflunenc 
wd  CQflfufioft,  Mehui.  «  Frendh  count,  who  hat 
FctetTtd^tlmh'sirouml,  ^uaints  than  with  the 
I>n)^un*s  dofigntif  cutting  06^  all  tbs  revoltei* 
wfco  htve  joined  hitn,  in  cafe  of  yi^ry  \  this  de- 
termines them  upon  an  immediaU  return  ca  their 
allegiance,  of  which  die  Dauphin  is  informed,  as 
well  as  qf  the  'fete  !us  expected  fuppHes  have  met, 
of  Wng  wrecked  upon  the  Gooflwiij  Sands  ■,  how- 
ever, he  bears  up  wiUi  refoludon,  and  determines  to 
ftaxt^  dw  UTqe  of  anodia'iiattle, 

A  icens 
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A  icenc  merely  expletive,  occurs  between  Fafr- 
conbridge  and  Hubert,  which  is,  and  we  think  with 
Jofticc,  generally  omitted  in  reprcfentation ;  howt?- 
Ter,  Hubert's  account  of  the  king's  being  poilbned^ 
■ftould  be  retained,  and  might  come  well  caough 
£x)m  Salisbury  or  Pembroke,  juft  before  John's  en- 
trance. 

We  have  now  brought  roy  Jty  to  ^  laft  thread 
cpf  fife,  and  are  forry  to  be  under  the'  neceflity  c^ 
o!ifenring,  that  our  author  has  not  difplayed  his  ufual 
ibrce  of  genius  in  what  the  expiring  monalxh  (ays  % 
4is  ^leeches  are  too  figurative  for  one  in  great  p^n^ 
■and  are  otherwife  far  fliort  of  the  drcumftances  ; 
lifr  reigns  his  breath  too  in  a  manner  very  unfavour- 
able for  fti^  aAion  -,  though  a  mofJt  abandoned 
politician,  not  one  pang  of  a  guilty  confcience  is 
'mentioned,  vfhkh  even  in  the  raidft  of  diftra^on* 
fcldom  fails  to  ftiew  itfetf. 

The  king  no  more,  Falcontvidge,  -  with  com- 
mendable fpirit,  urges  union  of  forces,  to  expel  the 
Dauphin  and  his  invading  powers ;  however,  it 
appears,  that  lolTes  and  difappointments  have  ob- 
Bgjd  that  prince  to  concur  in  Pindolph's  pacific 
pkn,  which  the- EnglHh  lords  and  prince  Henry  feetn 
irady  to  admm  This  d^ws  our  piece  to  a  eondu- 
fion,  and  die  whole  is  fummed  up  with  tMs  excd- 
Icnt  and-  truly  Bridlh  remark,  uttered  by  Falcon- 
bridgtf. 

Come,  the  three  comenof  the  world  in  arms. 
And  we  fluU  fhock  tbem  1— nought  Iball  make  ns 

If  England  to  Urdf  do  prove  but  truev 
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In  wncing  this  play,  Shakespeare  (^dauned 
every  idea  of  regulanty,  and  has  huddled  fuch  z 
jeries  cf  hiftorical  events  on  die  back  of  one  ano- 
ther, as  flianic  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  probatiltty  ; 
his  mufc  travels  lightning  -winged,  being  here,' 
there,  and  every  where,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  itq.- 
nutes.  We  arc  by  no  means  advocates  for  thar 
pinching  Hmitation  which  fo  difadvantageoufly  fet- 
ters modem  compofition  ;  imagination  wiQ  indulge 
feveral  trcfpaiTcs.of  liberty,  but  mull  be  ofiended 
when  all  the  bounds  of  conception  are  arbitrarilj^ 
trodden  under  foot. 

In  point  of  characters  King  John  is  a  very  d3a- 
greeable  pifliure  of- royalty  i  ambitious  and  crud; 
not  TOJd  of  fpirit  in  the  fidd,  yet  irrefolatc  uid  . 
mean  in  adverfity ;  covetous,  overbearing  and  im- 
politic i  from  what  we  can  obferve,  totally  'unpriit- 
cipled  J  ftrongly  tainBcd  with  the  oppofite  appella- 
tions which  ofttii  meet,  fool  and  knave  \  during  his 
fife  we  have  nothmg  to  admire,  at  his  &U  nothii^ 
to  pity. 

There  is  no  capital  character  within  our  know- 
ledge of  more  inequality  •,  the  greater  part  of  what 
he  has  to  fay  is  a  lieavy  yoke  on  the  Ihoulders  of  tax 
tSax.  His  two  fcenes  with  Hubert  are  indeot 
maAerly,  and  do  the  author  credit  \  tike  charir^ 
diey  may  fcrve  to  cover  a  multitude  of  fim  j 
the  dying  fcene  is  not  favourable  to  action.  ■ 

Mr.  QyiN  was  the  firft  we  remember  to  fee  figure 
away  in  royal  John  •,  and,  as  in  molt  <^his  tragedy 
undertakings,  he  lumbered  through  the  part  in  a 
painfiil  manner }  growled  fome  parages,  bellowed 
others,  and  chaunted  the  reit  Mr.  Churchill  has 
fineredat  Mr.  Mossop  for  brow^beating  the  French 
king} 
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king ;  had  he  Seen  and  femembered  the  geotlcmarf 
under  confideration,  he  would  have  thought  the 
poor  tame  monarch  ill  danger  of  beitlg  fwallowed 
up  alive  by  his  voracious  brother  of  Ei^Und.  Mri 
Sh£ridan  has,  no  doubt,  impaired  as  his  fiuuldes 
are  at  prefent,  very  firiking  merits  vhefe  lie  a 
working  Hubert  to  the  murder  of  the  prince  j,  his 
Utterance  and  attendant  looks  are  highly  pi£hicejque. 
We  allow  him  to  be  alio  dderving  of  piufc  where 
he  i^bnuds  Hubert  with  fo  readily  obeying  his 
bloody  wders }.  but  in  the  other  fcenes  of  the  £buc 
firft  a£ts,  low  as  they  are,  he  links  bnwarh  them  ) 
in  dyin^  he  overaifk  to  a  degree  of  particular  of- 
fence, 

Mr.  Moasop,  whoni  We  have  been  obUged  to 
find  fault  with  upon  fcveral  occaiions,  here  de^ 
lerves  ourwarmefi:  praife*  and  we  are  happy  to  g^ 
it  hiio.  That  {UfiTnefs  and  premeditate  method 
wMch,  in  other  charaffcers,  took  off*  irom  his  great 
powers  and  good  conception,  bdng  ]ds  vifible  in 
his  King  John.  The  rays  of  glowing  merit  here 
br^e  upon  us  uncloudbd  and  dazzling  i  where  the 
author's  genius  Ibared  aloft,  he  kept  pace  with  equal 
wing  i  where  Shakefpeare  flagged,  he  bore  hun  up  i 
whcs^re,  we  are  venturous  enough  to  a£rm,  that 
no  perfoancr  ever  made  more  of  good  and  bad 
materials  rasigkd  togeither,  than  Mr.  Mossop  did 
in  this  play.  Mr.  Powell  was  too  boyilh,  he  want^ 
cd  weight  aad  depth  of  exfKcflion  to  excel  in  J^ohnj 

C^  the  d^ia->pactage  French  king,  we  fludli^ 
aothii^  as  m  i^or  can  make  any  thing  of  bka  ^ 
wx  cza  his  ion,  ibr  the  Uke  reafoo,  deferveiauicti 
Botice#  Howevsr,  we  reinemt)er  two  perfoimaa 
tbacate  worth  meDciony  one  Mr.  JLacy,  yibajiid 
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in  the  Daltphiii  than  criticifin  had  any  rig;ht  to  o^- 
pcA  i  and  Mf.  Thz.  Qbber,  who  was  undoubted- 
if  the  rerieft  bintam^cocl^ .  of  tragedy  that  ever 
crowed,  Itrutted,  and  flapped  its  wings  on  a  ibge. 

The  Cafdindis  a  very  well  drawn  churchman  of 
dM^  tunes,  fubtle,  proud,  irafci^ie ;  rather  prone 
to  promoK  than  prevent  public  calamities^  where  hu 
Tn2&efs  intereft  feems  concerned  i  a  mere  polincian, 
not  incumbered  widi  delicacy  of  princrple,  or  the 
ieelings  of  homanity  ^  he  is  not  in  favour  of  the 
aflor,  yet  appeared  very  relpcftable  in  Wfr.  Hat 
'  vard's  petformance  of  him,  noodier  perlbn'fCrika 
our  iea>Uc£tioh.  ' 

The  Baftard  is  a  character  c^.great  peculiarity^ 
bold,  fpiriRd,  free — indeed  too  free  fpoken ;  he 
ucccrs  many  noble  fentiments^  and  performs  brave 
adions-i  biitiii  leveral  places  deTcends  d  keep  at- 
tcfttion  from  drowfing,  at  the  expence  of  allduc 
decorum  ;  ahd  what  is  very  difgraceful  to  fenous 
OOnlpdfidon,  cautes  the  weaker  part  of  an,  audience 
to  bugh  at  Ibme  very  weak,  punning  concdts. 

Mr.  Ryah  had  fome  merit '  in '  tlus  pan^.  by  nQ 
means  equal  to  what  he  fliewed  in  many  odiers. 
The  unhappy  impediment  of  lUs  utterance  being  • 
inoK  conspicuous  in  it  than  ufual. 

Mr.  Sheridan  has  apofogized' for  it,  butfronf' 
Miatwe  have  already  faid  concerning  his  executive 
aUlitieSjdie  reader  may  eafily  judge  how  very  tiolike 
(he  chara^br  he  muft  be.  Mr.  Hollakd  was  too 
fttff,and  made  too  much  ufe  of  his  fhtxig  lungs.  Mr. 
Sif  iTM  is  pretty  and  fpirited,  but  wants  weight  and 
tduntnefs.  We  have  feen  one  Mr.  Flietwood 
appear  in  it  this  feafon,  at  the  Haymarket^  with  eve* 
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ry  fault,  of  Mr.  Holland.. iippBOvcd*  and  m  his 
"ftrokes  of  merit  diminiflicd. 

If  ever  Mr.  Garrick's  figure'  madie  againA  him^ 
it  was  In  this  part ;  he  ftruck  out  f<Hne  lights  and 
.b«ianties  which  we  never  difcovercd  m  the  pcr- 
■fomiancc  of  any  other  perfon,  but  there  was  a  cec- 
tain  ■pctitnc&  which  rather  (hrunfc  the  charafter, 
'and  cut  ihort  the  ufual  excellence  of  this  truly  great 
':a£tdr.  Upon  the' whole,  we  are  obliged  to  declare, 
that  oi!ir  tdcaof  the  Ballard  and  Shaij^espe  are's 
meaning,  to  our  knowledge,  has  never  been  pro- 
perly BUed.  Mr.  Barry,  for  external  appearance 
and  general  execution,  comes  nearcft  the  point. 
This  remark  may  ferve  to  (hew,  that  though  we 
jgreatly  admire,  arid  have  hitherto  warmly  pr^fcd 
our  Englilh  Roicius,  we  are  not  fo  idolatroully  fond 
of  his  extenCve  merit,  as  to  think  him  always  forc- 
moft  in  the  race  of  fame. 

Hubert,  though  upon  the  whole  an  agreeable 
agent,  is  by  no  means  an  cftimable  peifonage  -,  he 
appears  in  a  very  recommendatory  light,  and  fa.- 
vours  reprefcntation^^here  th^rc  are.  any  tolerable 
feelings!  .  Mellcs."  Sparks  ^ndB.E.aar  did  him  .very 
tonfiderablc  jurtice,  and  Mr.  BENSLEy  has  exhibited 
him  with  deJerved  approbation ;  we  cannot  fay  1q 
much  for  Mr..  Gibson.  At  the  Haymarket,  Mrl 
Gentleman  has  palled  mufter,  as  not  having  mit 
C(in(:eived  or  ill  expreflcd  the  part  i  but  wc  cannot, 
s,^  a'public  performer,  congratulate  him  much  oa 
th;  r.Lii-ninefs  of  his  figure  or  features. 

J'lin.-w'  >Vr:;n:r  is  a  very  amiable  and  intereftin^ 
c)::.r.\Ci:r  cf  t!:c  drama  ;  we'  iiavc  ftcn  it  done  af- 
^-■'""fc'j'  ty  ll-vcr^il  chiUa-i:,  v.ho;L-  liamcs  we  for- 
ycf';  l:u\vcvcr  rcco!li.'Cl  bciiig  pir:it'.:iariy  pleafed 
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with  Mifs  Retholds,  now  Mrs.  Saunders,  fomc 
twenty  years  firicc. 

Who  did  the  revolting  lords  has  entirely  efcdped' 
our  memory,  except  at  Mr.  Footz's,  this  fummcr, 
andthofe  gentlcnicn  who  peifon^xd  them  there  may 
wffh  to  be  forgbt  alfo. 

Every  one  of  the  female  charaftcrs  are  KM  Con- 
temptible for  notice  except  Conftance  j  (he  Indeed 
ieetns  to  have  been  an  object  of  great  concern  with' 
the  author*  and  very  feldom  fuls  to  make  a  deep 
impreOion  upon  the  audience  ;  her  circumftanccs 
are  peculiarly  calculated  to  ftrike  the  feeling  heart  ; 
dull,  very  dull  muft  thar  fenfation  be  which  is  not" 
afiefted  with  the  diftrels  of  a  tender  parent,  exprefTcd  - 
in  fuch  padietic,  forceable  terms  ;  even  Mrs.  Wor- 
FiNOTON,  who,  from  diflbnance  of  tones  might  be 
called  the  fcreech-owl  of  tragedy,  drew  many  tears 
in  this  part  •>  to  which  her  elegant  figure  and  ade- 
quate deportment  did  not  a  little  contribute.  A 
fine  woman  robed  with  grief,  is  a  leading  o1^e£t  of 
pity. 

Mrs.  CiBBER,  in  the  whole  fcope  of  her  great  ex- 
cellence, never  (hewed  her  tragic  feelbgs  and  ot- 
pFelTion  to  more  adl^antage  than  in  Conftance  j  there 
was  3  natural  tendency  to  melanchoUy  in  her  fea- 
tures, which  heightened  in  aAion,  and  became  Co 
true  an  index  of  a  woe-fraught  mind,  that  with  the 
afliftance  of  her  nightingale  voice,  Ihe  becanK  irre- 
fiftable}  and  almoll  obliged  us  to  foi^  every 
other  charafler  in  raptured  contemplation  of  her 
merit 

Mrs.  BEtLAMV  fen  far,  very  far  ftiort  of  thefore- 

mendoned  lady,  and  cathedralized  the    unh^py 

prjnctfi  offenfivdy.  Mrs.  Yates  and  Mr*.  Barrv, 
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Ijaye^bQt^  po^TCifuI  ca^jbUides  for  tia  part,  but  can 
never  juftly'  hope  to  equal  their  great  predettilbr 
Mrs.  CipBEK,  who  iruft  be  always  rcmcmbcFcd 
wjch  pleafure  and  r^jret  by  all  perfons  of  tafte, 
vbo  hiui  die  happine^  to  filed  the  (acrifice  of  tears 
at  the  (brine  o'f  her  melting  powers.  Mr$.  PHiir> 
iipf  )NA  Burton  was  indifcrilwbly  dqjlorable. 

The  fhameful  Icr^ularity  of  plot  vc  hayc  alrea-. 
dy  remarked  i  in  the  charadcrs  there.  Is  variety. 
The  Baftard  is  an  ortg^^  and  pleafwg  (xtdiQr^ 
Qioijgh  ibmewhat  upon  the  extravagai^  -,  the  lan- 
guage \s  bold.  Rowing,  and,  where  it  oug^t  to  b^ 
pathetic  i  yet  in  many  places  too  Q^^tiaavf,  ob- 
fcuie  and  tuigjd.  As  to  moral,  there  fceim  to  be 
no  other  deduftion  but  this  i  that  King  John's 
crimes  having  tnuited  his  fate,  thejujticeof  provt- 
(J^ntial  di^rniTation  is  thereby  vindk^ed.  This 
play  wants  much  alteration  to  make  it  quite  agree- 
able op  tjie  ftage,  and  is  at  prcfent  we  chuik  a  better 
leading  than  a£Hng  piece. 

Before  we  dlfmils  this  tragedy,  pemiit  us  to  o&r 
a  fiiQit  anecdote  related  by  agen^onan  wboCnrit 
performed  at  Portrmouth  laft  ww.  TheJ'imch 
-ga/cty  coming  on  with  white  cocjudes,  4  zealous  tar 
flipqts  froDi  the  gallery,  Barker,  you  Mr.  Moun- 
i^ers,  i^rikf  ^e  white  Baas  out  of  your  nabs,  ot 
b— "i^y  ^r^  bVt  I'll  bombard  you.  A  general 
lau^ji  Vent  (h«)Mgh  tbe  houfc  bwt  the  aftprs  dennr 
ing  It  nifrelyajraiifieiw  j(^,  took  no  noua  j  -op- 
Xfri  -wdicTi,  our  <7iraged  fcn  of  Neptune  gaye  1^ 
word  fire,' and  immediately  half  a  dozen  apples  ftcw, 
whiph  worked  thed«fiM?ffefti  three  cheers  cpfii«d, 
an^.()us  jncidcnf  difiiiled  fuch  a,  fpiric  through  uu^ 
hgufe,  t^ftt  dutir)g  tlie  reH  of  the  play  loiid  huzuls 
^ucjided  "the  exits  and  cptunces  of  King  John's 
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party,  while  King  PhHip  and  the  Dauphin,  notwith. 
ftanding  the  polite  removal  of  their  cockades,  fuf- 
taincd  mnay  roi^  ftrokes  of  iea,  wit. 

m      HYPOCRITE. 

A  CoMSDY  dtered  from  Ci bier: 
By 'Mr.  Bickerstaff. 

IN  Otwithftandlpg  the  Noh  f  urqr  did  its  author 

great  credit  in  itsorigiaal  ftatc,  yet  we  muft  cordi- 
ally applaud  the  defign  of  turning  it  into  the  pre- 
fent  ^rm.  The  laureat's  latiie  was  polidcaU  the 
ct)jc&s  of  which  being  now  aimaCi  f(»-gottco,  it  be- 
came obfblcte  i  befides,  wc  always  looked  on  the 
old  piece  ai  heavy  for  w^pc  <^  Ijjch  feafoning  as  is 
mingled  mth  this  alraatipn,  which  we  an  now  »~ 
bouttoconlider. 

It  opens  with  a  fcene  between  Sir  John  Lambert 
SDd  the  Colonel,  his  fon,  who  is  expoftulanng  wamu 
hf  againit  the  inQijonge  ^Qwed  to  Dr.  Cantwdl : 
Sir  John,  the  weak  profelyte  of  enthufialin,  badur 
his  own  opinion  with  fopi^  psIHon,  and.  much  pre- 
judice. The  coQverfation  turning  upon  Mr.  Dam- 
ley's  addreflcs  to  Charlotte,  the  baronet  ck^e&s  to 
that  gentleman,  as  not  bdi^  pious  enough  for  a 
foa-m-\sm  i  and  being  teld -of  his  coming  to  obtm 
^ulcoolent,  ttiefaUierdcGennincs  n  go  out  that  he 
-  may 
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may  avoid  fewng  him  j  declaring,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  ke  has  anbther  man  in  view  to  marry  his  dangh- 
ter.  Colonel  Lambert  is  ftartled  at  this  informa- 
■  tion,  and  fecms  to  apprthend  it  may  be  fome 
fiwouriie  of  the  Doftor's.  Charlotte  appearing, 
he  opens  the  fubjeft ;  from  her  natural  vivacity 
Jhe  fports  with  his  grave  be^nning,  till  he  calb  her 
3  giddy  drvil-',  vc  •vnUi  the  laft  word  had  been 
changed  for  a  politer  one  ;  a  lady  may,  by  an  ex- 
travagant admirer,  be  called  a  faint,  and  that's  fuf- 
ficiendy  ridiculous,  but  in  pleafantry  to  ftile  ene  a 
Jlendy  is  not  a  mark  of  good  breeding  j  we  know 
there  are  precedents,  but  they  don't  invalidate  our 
ot^cdion,  which  liesas  much  againft  lack  of  mean- 
ing as  indelicacy. 

'  On  bring  told  that  her  father  is  violently  ^ainft  ' 
the  match  with  DfU-nlcy,  the  young  lady  exprelTcs 
&tisfa£tion,  as  Ihe  feems  to  think  that  difficulties 
imder  an  amour  more  engaging  :  her  contempt  of 
rfic  addition  her  fortune  may  receive  from  Sir  John's 
confent,  is  fpirited,  and  declaring  herfelf  a  Bne  wo- 
man, pleafant.  When  the  Colonel  mentions  that 
Sir  John  has  a  perfon  in  his  eyefor  her,  Jhe,  with 
the  true  feelings  of  coquetry,  enquires  who  it  is, 
and  appears  to  find  great  jjeafiirc  from  the  idea  of 
an  additional  lover.  We  have  a  ftrong  objection  to 
what  this  lady  fays  whm  jvcfled  to  a  fingle  attach- 
ment in  Darnley's  fevour^  notwithftanding  the  paf- 
f^  always  creates  a  laugh  ;  the  comparifon  of  her- 
felf to  an  imply  boufe  te  let,  is  at  ledt  volgar  and 
ttite,  if  not  licentious  ;  it  is  qiere  gallery  wit. 
-  Chariotte,  by  flipping  oiR  an  obfervation  of  Dam- 
ley's  being  rather  jsalous  in  his  temper,  Ihews  that  he 
claims  fomc  degree  of  her  notice,  which  the  Colonel- 
remarks  i 

Dg.l.zedt,,COOgle 


The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR.     J75 

remarks :  her  lover  enters,  and  for  fome  time  flip 
pretends  not  to  perceive  liim,  but  repeats,  as  if  ia 
ibliloqu^,' fome  poetical  lines  ;  the  lover  preflesto 
gain  her  attention.  At  laft,  he  makes  rather  a 
peeviih  remark,  and  draws  upon  himlelf  fome  fpirit- 
<d  raillery  i  this  gives  him  a  turn,  which  we  think 
of  an  ungracious  cafb.  Mention  of  a  rival  ^tates 
Darnlcy  very  much,  and  he  makes  eager  eaquiiy 
concerning  who  the  pcdba  is ;  the  Colonel  fuggeji- 
ing  that  it  is  probably  fbmebody  of  Cantweli'« 
recommendadon,  the  lover  feems  to  think  the 
Dodor  is  his  friend  ^  Charlotte  heie  takes  an  odd 
tum^  and  makes  a  whimGcal  exit,  very  advantageous 
to  a  capable  aiflrels. 

After  lus  ftfter  is  gone,  the  Colonel  affairs  Dan>- 
ky  of  being  in  his  miftrefs's  favour ;  and  hints,  that 
if  Sir  John's  confent  can  be  obtained,  the  Doflar 
may  be'  brought  over  by  young  Lady  Lamben^ 
who  apparently  has  great  interell:  over  him,  and  as 
fijppofed  irom  amorous  motives ;  this^  uiclination  of 
the  Hypocrite  for  his  patron's  wife,  is  going  to  bie 
accounted  for,  when  the  explanation  is  ftopped  by 
the  appearance  of  Lady  Lambert,  Seyward,  and  th^ 
Doftok  Cantwell  fees  off  in  the  true  methodiftical 
ftile  of  felf  accufation ;  and  oblerving,  that  he  is 
maintained  too  luxuriouHy  for  his  fpiritual  welfare, 
declares  his  intention  of  quitdng  the  family  for  a 
lels  lenfual  fituation :  fuch  an  irreparable  lofs  fhocks 
her  ladylhip,  who  reprobates  heifclf  alfo,  and  there- 
fore intreata  his  ftay  upon  the  tendered  terms  of 
perfiiafion,  to  promote  her  thorough  reformauon. 

The  Colonel  returns  with  Darnley,  when,  after 

reciprocal  falutation,  the  wickednefs  of  going  tp 

plays  is  brought  in  view,  and  the  old'  lady  warmly 
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fceonds  her  ghoftfy  guide.  Some  words  arifirig  be- 
tween the  Colond  and  CantwcU,  the  fbnner  reproVej 
the  latter's  infoiertc6  with  becoming  ^irit,  which 
fecrikgious-  violence  drives  oS  her  ladyfhip,  filfed 
with  apprehenOons'  of  fome  extraordinzry  puniS*' 
■  merit  for  fuch  violence-to  fo  pious  a-  character ;  and 
the  Doftor  himfclf  rtdresi  with  thrcatning  or  ac- 
quaint Sir  John.  A  few  ^jcechca-  inicfyenej  rc- 
fpefting  the' manner  of  his  getting  into  thei&miiy, 
when  he  returns,  foHbwingCharlottCi  who-feems  to 
be  much  oHcnded'  at  his  intrufiori , upon  her;  the 
Colonel  and  her  lover  alfa,  both  cjqjrefe  ttfentmem 
at  hb  bolting  itito  jitrroom,  without  anyprevfom 
notice;  the  Do^r  pleads  Sir  John's  authorityibr 
what  he  has  done,  and  deports  himfclf  with  much 
haughtinefs  ;  Charlotte  being  queffionei}  as  to  the 
particular  ofence  fhc  has  received,  gives  a  pldalant^ 
but  we  think  rcprfchcnQblft  account  of  it. 

In  the  following  part  of  this  fcfjie,  Chailotte  »- 
gMn  indulges  her  fportive  humour  with-  Darnky, 
whofe  patience  is  put  to  fevere  trial ;  however,-  at 
laft,  Ihc  pves- him  leave  to  hope.  They  are  inter-i 
hjpted  and  furprized  by  the  entrance  of  Sir  John, 
-who,  without  utKring  onefylhtbk,  takejhisdHUgh- 
ttr  off  the  ftage  in  a  very  abrupt  manner  :  this  Co^- 
lonel  Lambert  imputes  to  the  Doftor,  and  laments 
die  weakncfs  of  a  father,  whofe  difpofition  and'on- 
derftanding^  are  naturally  good ;  however,  he  hmts 
having  a  thought  that  may  prevent  the  Hypocritc'i 
bringing  ruin  on  the  family :  fo  ends  the  firftaft. 

By  a  ibliloquy  of  Seyward's,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  fecond,  we  find  he  ia  deeply  in  Cantwcll's. 
fecret  tranfa£tions  ;  and  he  mentions  one  of  his 
villainous  defigns,  which  appears  to  be  no'  other 

than 
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t&V»  ci^djiv  9^^Wikm^  l^jr  9td«cd of  letxlAtncfM^ 
with  a  ihUlwgi  vyk^  &«  n^i^Mf  hw-  It  i^ipeaFV 
llut.  ^ffwanl  i»  &tf>ck£d  si;  t)u>  Hjl^'cr;*  f^ftU 
VPtflaccd  by  3  pafiMHi  ^e  km  conc^voj  ^  dif 
youeg  My,  dettcqiinca  upon  i^u^  ^a  power  09 
pfvvfpt  ^  pwicbv^  li;t4cm^f  ^ona  being  p^iw 
fcftet}.  Sif  J<^  enters.  aq4  i^B^Si  Seyward  oiF  t? 
nanicB^  if^^m  fot  i^i^  fufq^ol^  vncle,  th?  pious 
Poftpr. 

l^fKm  Cb^^otsC»  f[iealuiig  in  f»rDurabIe  terms  (^ 
Seyward's  good  breecluig  an4  nBi^Ilels,}>er  father  up* 
|Kavl»  bn  with  not  (;onfidcrii|g  «  min's  nal  merit  ^ 
^pm  whencci  a^r  Ibme  grave,  prapfratory  fpeeches^ 
W  ej^plwis  his  intention,  and  propofes  the  Dodtor, 
got  hf  tw<^  but  defi:npiivcly ;  the  young  lady 
ctUv»»  hor  f^i^^s  neuons  o£}3&  and  matrimony  ii| 
a  fpsfible  aqd  9gre^)e  manqer.  At  length, 
wh«n  be  pcdors  fan*  to  think.  1)9  more  of  Damley, 
and  pluRiply  a^qies  Q^fwell,  Qw  burits  into  4 
toi>re-kugt)i  then  growing  feripua,  fuggefts  an  obtr 
jiBftiw  ?^«:h,  4»  fhe  fig^dy  obftrvcj,  is  with  fathpf|. 
19  gCficTjU  3  vieighEy  one,  the  DodQr's  want  of  for-^ 
tune  i  however.  Sir  John  indmaKs  a  defign  of  giv- 
i^  him  Qoe.  The  baronet  being  called  by  a  mef-i 
fy^  from  his  fpiritual  guide,  Chviotte  confefTes  19 
^  ftep-rnQthefi  young  L^y  (^^bert,  painful  ap< 
prehenfion  of  her  father's  doing  any  thing  that  may 
(oipAir  th^  fiHtans  of  her  bi<ptfaer,  the  Colonel,  who,  , 
WpQii  \>oBg  iq&nned  that  his  fiftf^  is  dellined  foe 
CaotwoU,  is  6>  eor^^  that  he  hinQi  to  Lady  Lam-. 
ben  the  Do&jr'spaOiQn  for  hpr,  which,  upon  being 
ftstSe^  flifijtckftpwlefiges  to  haVe  parccivcd.  Wha; 
C<rfo(tel  Lambert  fays  about  «he  Turkey-cock^ 
llligh^a9  v«U  )iKve  been  pmiofd;  \^  chirg^ra 

ysfc,  JL  A  a  are 
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aretooferious  forjokingfacitibcfides,  the  idea  cot' 
veyed  is  not  very  fuitable  to  modeft  ladies. 
■  "When  the  Colonel  hears  of  his  father's  inttntion 
of  fettling  a  fortune  on  his  chaplain,  he  thinks  it 
time  to  lay  fome  plan  for  the  Hypocrite's  dcftntSi- 
on,  and  this  he  throws  upon  Lady  Lambert,  re- 
qucftmg  her  to  encourage  the  Dolor's  addreflo, 
Irom  which  he  will  de\rife  the  means  of  overtunimg 
all  his  fchemes  and  influence  ;  this  Ihe  promifes  to 
coniider  oi.  The  Colonel  then  goes  off  up(»i  aD 
appointment  «t  meet  Damley. 
'  Old  Lady  Lambert  enters,  and  compbdns  of 
Chwlotte's  wearing  thin  lace  over  her  brcaft,  as  Dr. 
Cantwell  deems  it  indecent  \  Charlotte  g^res  ha 
Opinicni  of  the  fuppofed  funt  in  pretty  tart  terms, 
yet  the  old  lady  pcrfevercs,  and  nrakes  the  ^bUowii^ 
truly  charaftenftical  remark  :  "  How  has  he  wean- 
ed me  from  temporal  connexions  ;  my  heart  is 
now  fet  upon  nothing  fublunary,  and  I  thank  hca- 
ven»  I  am  now  fo  infenfible  to  every  thing  in  diis 
limbo  of  vanity,  that  I  could  lee  you,  my  fbn,  my 
daughters,  my  brothers,  my  grand  children,  all  ex- 
pire before  me,  and  mind  it  no  more  than  the  gtong 
out  of  fo  many  Ihufis  of  candle.**  There  never 
was  a  better  pifbure  of  methodiftical  phildsphy, 
which  annihilates  every  trace  of  fecial  ieelings  to  a 
tniftaken,  ridiculous  fpirituality. 
-  Sir  John  and  Cantwell  join  the  old  lady,  when  the 
baronet,  with  much  feeming  anxiety  of  mind,  bc^ 
of  his  mother  to  join  in  foliciting  the  Dodbor  to  ftay 
in  his  family,  from  whence  the  dear  creature  pie- 
tends  to  go,  as  thinking  himfdf  obnoxiouS'  ta  Sa 
John's  children,  confequently  the  caufe  (^  aiimofi' 
ties  and  difturbances  am(»igft  Ac  family  :  diis 
phnifible 
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{^uiible  humiliation  of  mind,  plays  a  deep  game  of 
policy,  efpecially  where  he  propofes  to  return  Sir 
John  his  deed  of  lettlement,  and  feems  to  lament 
the  ColonePa  perilous,  reprobate  Gtuation.  Char- 
lotte being  mentioned,  Cantwell  imputes  her  refiiial 
to  female  modefty,  and  thinks  ffae  may  be  wrought 
upon,  but  advifes  that  the  matter  may  rdt  awhile. 

Maw-wonn,  a  new  chara£b»-,  and  one  of  the  Mc£t, 
is  introduced  }  as  kugh^le  and  well-drawn  a  per- 
Ibnage  as  we  know.  This  ignorant,  melanchoUy 
^rig  a(  enthufiaOn,  is  moft-  exquifitdy  delineated, 
and  calls  powerfully  on  the  rilible  faculties  ^  if  it 
was  not  too  great  an  infringement  upon  our- due 
bounds,  we  would  tranfcribc  the  whole  of  this  ex- 
oelknt  fccne  ;  to  give  only  a  part  would  be  injuri- 
ous, for  there  is  an  admirable  conneftion  of  plea- 
fantries,  the  jokes  and  blunders  happily  arifmgout 
o(  each  other.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that-there 
are  fo  many  Maw-worms  in  real  life. 

After  old  Lady  Lambert  departs,  Cantwell  give$ 
Seyward  fbme  papers,  with  an  obfervation  to  lay 
them  where  they  may  be  foon  found,  as  he  IhaU 
have  occafion  for  them  in  the  afternoon.  This  fiir- 
nifh'es  Seyward  with  an  idea  that  matters  arc  ripe- 
ning faft,  fo  he  determines  to  acquaint  Charlotte  ; 
ihe  appears,  reading  Pope's  Homer,  and  alks  fomi 
qucftions  concerning  the  original,  of  which  Ihe 
knows  two  words.  Upon  repeating  them,  and  de- 
firing  an  explanation,  Seyward  applies  them  to  his 
own  purpofe,  fpeaking  both  the  original  and  tran- 
flation  with  fuch  a  glow  of  amorous  emphafis,  that 
Charlotte  takes  notice  of  it.  In  what  follows,  hft 
difcovers  to  her,  that  Cantwell,  though  fuppofed  his 
uncle,  is  not  really  fo  ;  then  pathetically  tells  his 
Aaz  lituation, 
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tio&oi's  vile  fcbeowst  A«ii  by  connivance.  CW- 
Ieku  ipercdvefi  in  the  progt<e&  of  th^  inKrnew, 
^c  fieyward  kires  her :  when  he  has  acqaainui 
her  vnth  ohc  deed  of  feoleaient,  containing  a  ironl* 
of  four  thou&adpounb&r  her  iaic^e  flic  malriM 
theDoAor,  andatetal  difinhakancet^herbnKbeii 
hervoluility  vaia£best  ftefscli  -iaaouQy»  aadfeqveQ> 
ingthedecd  froAi  Seyward,  flic  ceti6kifltethea£i:,intb 
'deTiiing  hua  to  meetber  at  alawyer's  in  the  Tca^lb 
At  die  b^niung  of  the  thind  -aft  «e  «n  iBCr»- 
ducfed  into  Charioccc*s  dreffincMsa^  whoe  jhe^s 
Acquainted  by  Bettys  herhiBid,'mC'ft&.  Oamleyhad 
ba^  cDenquiFcfor  her,  and  deemed  wuniydt -her  oat 
beiAg  at  hdBK^  which  Ihe  intcT^rocs  into  jeaiea^ 
and  rcHves  to  teize  tutn.  At  this  uhluokymetneiK 
he  comes,  and  meets  with  fo  vhimfical  a  >eoe|>lie^ 
d«t  he  remarks  .upon  it ;  the  c<^Ufion  of  convorf^ 
tion  of  two  lovers  is  ddbribed  here  vith  fptfit,  « 
good  '^beai  of  acid,  as  Lady  Tcnmly  <caUs  ai^  is 
mingled,  and  Charlotce  wiiy  j^^y  ^nortifiei  {fae«>- 
patience  of  her  gallant.  At  4engththe  iobJoA  b 
waved,  and  Dwnky  it^onnb  hismiftr^Xhoc-he  hai 
heard  from  Colonel  Lombot,  Sir  John's -defigatif 
efpoufingher  to  thcDoftor;  here  the  atfiantium  ioe 
breajcs  out  again,  and  [poor  Damley  is  wound  up  A 
a  pitiabk  pitch  of  uneaflneA  ;  he  makes  an  eSbft  to 
flake  off  her  power,  but  &e  flays  hira  fo  very  judi> 
ctOufly,  that  he  twns  ieft,  and  ^mofl  melts  her. 
.  When  brought  to  a  veiy  critical  point  effecting; 
Seyward's  entrance  gives  Chtrlotee  a  very  feafonable 
paufe  :  what  ftie  Tap  to  that  young  tian  i^ain  a* 
larms  Darnley's  jealouTy,  who  quelldons  him  whA 
bufineis  he  has  with  the  lady.  Colonel  Lamibert 
2  enters, 
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enters,  and  finding  his  fiiead  ftrongly  agitated, 
kindly  endeavours  xa  talk  him  into  a.  calm,  piomifes 
his  afliflance,  and  appoints  a  meeting  in  the  Parke 
Charlotte  re-enters,  and  the  Colonel  aiTumes  his 
friend's  btifinefs  dircifUy,  but  cannot  bving  his  lifter 
so  any  fatisfaiStory  cxplananoa. 

Young  Lady  Lambert  a{:f>ears,  Jays  Ihe  basd&- 
foed  a  conference  with  CanirweU,  and  mentions  bar 
docennixutaon  t»  give  a  good  account  a£  ium.  Ax 
iig^  of  the  Do£h>r,  Charlotte 'and  her  brother  letirec 
after  a  well  conduced  tete-a-tete  with  the  lady« 
wherdn  the  lamblike  wolf  plainly  ihews  his  iniqui- 
tous defign  upon  his  patron'-s  wil^  the  Colonel 
rulhes  precipitately  hi>  and  menaces  difcovery  &» 
\m  father  $  CantweU,  with  quick  policy,  turns  hit 
jneanii^  to  the  love  he  has  for  Charlotte.  During 
•ciuB  coB^ifion  Sir  John  enters,  and  is  tedd  by  hi« 
foa  9f  the  Dolor's  paying  addreHb  to  Lady  I^am* 
hcrt^  this  gives  the  fafiified  knave  an  opportunitjr 
of  wcvlung  upon  the  baronet's  credulity,  withaO 
the  phmfible  addreis  'of  hypocrify,  and  fo  far  tii- 
tiraphfi,  that  Sir  John  m  rage  forbids  the  Colonel 
his  hooie.  HercCantwell's  Chriftian  chamy  art-r 
fully  inteipofes  in  favour  of  his  enemy,  and  he  pro- 
|iofes  a  rccoociliadon,  \^ch  the  Colonel  very  pro-. 
})crly  declines  \  this  confirms  Sir  John  in  refpe^  of 
the  fettlemept,  and  gives,  the  Dodor  a  plea  for  ac" 
oef)dBg  it,  which  he  doclsres  is  only  as  a  truftee. 

Seyward  and  Charlotte  bqpn  the  fourth  a& ;  by 
dira*  converfittion  we  are  informed  that  a  deed  has 
boen  figncd  -in  preleoce  of  the  former,  who,  for  hi« 
fiiendly  intcrpofition,  is  promiied  favour  with  re- 
gard to  his  own  ctrcumftanccs  -,  however,  he  hints 
thftt  fnteceft  was  not  his  motive  fo  much  as  love : 

the 
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the  young  lad/s  treatment  of  him  here  (hews  a  good 
underibuiding,  and  a  candid  mind ;  (he  commends 
his  modefty,  avows  a  previous  pa(ri(m,  and  recom- 
mends 'avoiding  to  play,  moth  like,  about  a  Same 
which  may  be  fatal. 

After  a  very  charafterifKc  foliloquy.  Lady  Lam- 
bert informs  Charlotte  that  the  Dodor,  by .  Sir 
John's  cxpre(s  defire,  is  coming  to  be  his  own  ad- 
vocate for  her  fevour  :  being  introduced  by  Betty, 
the  chambermaid,  Cantwell  opens  the  interview 
with  oblerving,  that  he  confidcrs  himfelf  as  a  perfbn 
rot  very  agreeable  to  Charlotte,  which  opinion  (he 
moft  cordially  confirms  i  after  receiving  her  ccm- 
temptuous  treatment  of  him  with  much  compofure, 
he  acquaints  her  that  fhe  muft  not  n^arty  without 
his  confent ;  then  caufes  her  to  confcis  an  inclina- 
tion for  Damlcy,  and  modeftly  oflrrs  to  lavour  that 
propofal,  in  cafe  (he  gives  up  half  the  four  thoufand 
pounds  allotted  for  her  by  Sir  John  i  this  (he  comei 
into,  and  receives  warning  from  Cantwell  not  to  at- 
tempt any  prejudice  againft  him,  as  any  thing  of 
that  nature  mult  retort  upon  herfelf.  When  he  is 
gone  off,  a  (hort  fcene  occurs,  wherein  the  Colond 
informs  his  filter  of  having  laid  the  foundation  (rf 
Cantwell's  overthrow.  Darnley  appears  ;  afitt 
ibme  (trokes  of  amorous  dalliance,  he  relates  what 
has  been  done  in  Sey  wa^i's  affair,  and  how  far  the 
Doctor's  villainy  is  detected.  The  young  lady, 
with  much  good  nature,  recommends  Scyward  to 
her  lover's  patronage,  and  he  with  great  gentility 
promiies  it.  The  Colonel  returning  unfeen,  hears 
his  fjfter  (till  trifling  with  her  gallant,  and  interpofes, 
going  fo  far  as  even  to  lix  a  wedding-day  for  her  j 
and,  at  length,  he  fo  far  prevails,  that  fhcgivcs  her 
hand 
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iiand  to  Damley,  and  taking  the  gallant  into  another 
chamber,  the  fourth  aA  is  concluded. 

Wc  meet  the  lady  and  her  fwain  at  the  b^inning 
of  the  fifth  aft,  conTcrling  upon  the  bargain  fhe 
has  provifionally  made  with  Cantwell  for  hb  con- 
fcnt,  which  Darnlcy  fcems  willing  to  fulfil.  Sir 
John  joins  them,  iand  after  apologizing  for  his 
abrupt  behaviour,  enters  upon  the  topic  of  his 
daughter's  marriaTc  -,  he  acknowledges  the  Doftor 
has  quitted  his  claim,  yet  Hill  feems  determined  to 
have  him  for  a  Ibn-in-law.  Charlotte,  warmed  with, 
indignation,  lays  a  heavy  charge  ^ainll  the  Doftor, 
and  being  provoked  by  her  father's  obftinate  credu- 
lity, declares  her  refolution  to  marry  Damlcy  at  all 
CTcnts.  '  Charlotte's  eame{lnels,  ^nd  his  lady's  pro- 
pofition  of  giving  him  occular  demonftratton,  make 
lum  confcnc  to  ftand  behind  a  Tcreen,  while  Lady 
Lambert  gives  his  hypocritical  favourite  an  audience. 

When  the  fair  fpoken  fon  of  impiety  appears,  her 
ladyfliip,  with  powerful  artiBce,  feems  apprehenfive 
of  anodur  furprize,  and  cautions  him  to  faften  the 
doors  i  then  enters  upon  the  declaration  of  love  he 
has  made,  and  plainly  intimates,  that  it  was  not  On- 
ly acceptable,  but  very  agreeable  to  her.  Thurf  (he 
lores  idm  on  till  he  comes  to  the  point,  and  goes  fa 
i»  as  tt)  fay  openly,  that  he  can  lead  Sir  John  by  the 
nofe ;  here  the  enraged  baronet  rulhes  forwards,  and 
loads  him  with  juft  accufations,  which  Cantwell 
ftrira  for  fome  time  to  throw  off  by  calm  evalion ; 
bntjbeing  prefled,  fires  into  refentment,  and  advert- 
ing to  the  deed  of  fettlement,  defires  Sir  John  to 
Twlkout  of,  his  hoofe.  While  matters  are  in -this 
&te,  Maw-worm  and  old  Lady  Lambert  enter  -, 
upon  die  baronet's  telling  his  mother  that '  the 
Poftor 
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"i^o&m  is  a  vUIaio,  Sbtsx  vory  ludicroiu  revurkii 
dn^  ,ftoni  his  difciplc,  who  wont  bchcve  any  thug 
V)  his  prgiuiice.  Charlotte,  in  a  fright^  ut^wnts 
her  father  that  Ihe  ^^>tehend<  murdtf,  u  c]m 
podtor  was  hetrd  at  tugh  words  with  Seywai4»  4a4 
UTuncdiately  afar  a  piftol  west  off.  This  ntttt9ir  it 
ipon  cleared  up  by  Seyward  i  after  which  CantwvV 
is^oto£  off,  but  Colonel  Lambert  meets  him  with  » 
tipftaff.  properly  attended,  and  delivers,  him  incq 
cuftody.  Even  in  this  fituaticH}  of  coovi£tion  %n4 
^Blemtna,  lus  ioTolence  continues,  and  he  boafts  of 
being  mailer  of  the  houfe:  in  thi»,  however,  he  14 
ctefeatedi  by  haying  a  deed  quite  the  reverie  of  whafi 
he  jftii^ines  •,  here  he  is  canied  off,  we  think,  mth 
too  mudi  tamenefs  on  his  iide :  ths  old  lady  an4 
Maw-worm  gp  off,  not  convinced. 

After  the  hero  is  du»  diTpo&d  (/,  the  {utce  in 
brought  to  an  eicccllcnt  conclulion  by  the  tiiUawiQg 
§)ecch,  delivered  by  Charlotte,  when  Sir  John,  in 
^  heat  of  his  vexation  fays,  that  henceforth  hefltaU 
hold  in  abhorrence  eveiy  thing  which  bears  tha  a^ 
pearance  of  piety  :  "Nay  pow.dcarfir,  I  muft  taJw 
the  liberty  to  tell  you,  you  carry  things  too  far,  ao^ 
go  irom  one  extreme  to  another— 'What?  becaufe  4 
worthless  wretch  has  impo&d  i^n  you,  under  tlw 
fiUlacious  fhew  of  auftcra  g^ace,  wUl  you  Qeeii<| 
fcave  it  every  body  is  hke  him,  confound  the  good 
vich  the  bad,  and  conclude  there  ape  no  truly  relU 
gious  in  the. world  ?  Leave,  n?y  doar  fir,  juch  7-401 
QHwlu&ons  to  fools  and  libertines ;  let  us  be  cai9-> 
^  todiftinguifh  between  virtue  and  the  ^pearaace 
9f  it ;  guani,  if  pcrfTible,  againlb  d(Mjig  honour  u* 
hypocrify  t  but,  at  the  fame  time,  let  us  aUpw  than 
is  no  character  in  life  gret^ter  Of  mQFe  vaipaNrT  thaa 
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tluc  of  the  traif.  devout ;  nor  any  thii^  more  ny* 
ble  or  iiMUv  beautiful,  than  the  fervour  of  a  lincere 
piety." 

The  plot  of  this  play  is  reg^ilar,  and  fufficiemly 
intricate  without  being  Imprc^ble  or  oblcur^  i  tho 
incidents  are  well  ranged,  an  agreeable  fufpence  is 
property  kept  up,  and  the  cataffcrophe  gratifies  every  ' 
liberal  mind  i  the  charafkcrs,  which  exhibit  variety 
within  natural  bounds,  we  fhall,  according  to  tix 
rule  of  this  work,  confider  feparately. 

Sir  John  Lambert  is  poflefled  (^  that  kind  <^ 
weaknefs  which  deOgnrng  men  work  on  at  plea- 
lure  :  enthuriafm  Rourilhes,  and  indeed  can  only 
exift  in  fiexible  underftandings  ^  it  is  a  weed  that 
like  thiilles  among  corn,  deftroys  the  noblell  har- 
velt  of  the  mind.  The  baronet  appears  to  be  a  very 
well-meaning  man,  a  good  hi^and,  and  a  tendor 
father ;  yet,  under  the  abcmiinable  influence  of  a 
canting  knave,  icems  ready  to  violate  every  princi- 
ple t^  thole  two  leading  chara£lers  in  the  focial  corn- 
pad.  In  reprefcntation  this  baronet  is  neither  for 
nor  ^ainft  the  adtor,  and  we  prefume  ourfelves  r^t 
when  we  think  as  well  of  Mr.  Packer,  as  q£  any  , 
body  elfe  that  could  be  put  into  the  part. 

Darnley  app^rs  to  be  poflelled  of  good  qualities, 
but  has  a  taint  of  fufpicion  and  impatience  in  his 
■emper  by  no  means  agreeable.  Charlotte's  method 
of  making  him  feel  his  failing  is  Icnliblc,  and  occa- 
fioos  much  pkaTuitry.  The  circumftances  he  is 
placed  in  are  not  verydefiraUe  to  a  perfonun*,  and 
therefore  we  could  wilb  that  fo  eltimable  an  adtor 
as  Mr,  Reddish  was  eafed  of  him  :  that  gentleman, 
by  being  a  little  fpared,  would  rife  fefter  in  public 
eftimadon  i  beBdes,  we  dont  conceive  Darnley  to 
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be  in  his  ftile  of  ading.  It  is  no  doubt  a  compli- 
ment and  advant!^  to  an  author  to  have  as  many 
capital  performers  in  his  drama  as  poffible,  but  it  a 
rather  fevere  upon  one  who  ftands  m  the  firlt  Jight, 
to  be  either  put  out  of  or  below  his  fphetc. 

Colonel  Lambert  b  a  free,  fenfible,  fpinted  gen- 
tleman, who  has  fo  little  perfonal  concern  with  the 
piece,  that  he  might  eafily  be  cue  out  and  not  be 
much  miffed  ;  however,  he  is  not  at  all  a  difagreea- 
ble  ol^e^  and  we  wilh  he  was  in  the  hands  of  fome 
perfon  pofleffmgmore  vivacitythan  Mr.  Jefferson. 

Seyward  is  a  very  amiable  young  perf(»i,  wholb 
fentiments  we  approve,  and  "whofe  lituation  we  pity  i 
the  circumftance  of  his  love  is  at  bcft  but  trifling, 
and  vanishes  we  know  not  how  ;  it  might  have  been 
omitttd,  and  then  the  part  he  afts  againft  Cantwcll, 
coming  ^m  difintcrefted  honefty,  would  place  him 
in  a  fairer  degree  of  praifc.  We  remember  to  have 
feen  Mr.  Palmer  do  ehb  part  in  the  original  play, 
with  much  more  feeling- and  propriety  than  Mr. 
Cautherlv  manifefts  in  it  at  prefent,  not  butwc 
allow  the  latter  to  be  very  tolerable,  as  afting  goes 
at  prefent  i  Mr.  Ross  was  much  the  befi:. 

Doftor  Cantwell,  much  more  emphatically  called 
Wolf,  by  CiBBER,  is  a  very  high  finifhed  piece  of 
villainy  -,  proud,  avaricious,  fenfual,  ungrateful  and 
hypocritical ;  one  who  facriBces  confciencc,  honefty 
and  religion,  to  the  bafcfk,  underhand  purpofes  ;  a 
monfter  in  nature,  and  a  difgrace  to  the  human  race. 
We  remember  to  have  heard  a  very  fenfible  remark 
^m  a  liberal,  moraljiidge  of  mankind,  that  chap- 
Jains  in  general,  of  every  religion,  have  oftner  pro- 
moted domeftic  confiiAon  than  piety  ;  and  we  can- 
jiot  help  highly  approving  the  cxprellion  of  a  Ro- 
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Aian  Catiholk  nobleman,  who^  during  the  rcbeUioii 
of '  forty-five,  Jhcwcd  himfclf  zealous  ia  the  Pro- 
urftanc  caufe  ;  upon  being  aflced  his  reafon,  he  faid 
be  liked  the  prefcnt  form  of  government,  and  wilbed 
Popery  to  be  kept  out  of  the  kingdom  j  for  if  tha£ 
prev^ed,  his  chaplains,  who  now  would  bear  a 
meflage  for  him,  would  turn  the  tables,  and  make 
him  their  meflage  carrier.  Cantwell  is  placed  ia 
Very  judicbus  points  of  view,  to  Jbew  the  danger 
of  fuch  fan&ified  vermin,  who  creep,  fiiake-like, 
into  your  bolbin,  to  fling  you  mort^y.  His  vil> 
l^ny  is  revealed  by  juft  degrees,  and  his  &te  is  well 
fuited  to  his  deferts. 

There  is  more  difficulty  in  doing  this  charadler 
juflice  than  iscommonly  im^jlned,  much  and  ftrong 
.  czpreflion  c^  countenance  is  requifitCi  as  well  as 
Jinooth  and  nervous  utterance.  We  have  fecn  the 
t)o£tor  perlbnated  with  great  ability  and  much  ap- 
plaufe,  bybothMr.  The.  CiBBBR,andMr.  Sparks^ 
however,  they  were  both  too  mechanical,  wanting 
that  sflential  eafe  and  plau£bility  which  makes  us 
£^ve  Mr.  Kino  the  pr^erence.' 

Maw-worm  we  owe  to  the  alorer  <^  this  piecti 
and  are  highly  obliged  to  him  for  fo  rich  an  im- 
provement of  the  laureates  produ^on.  We  are 
equally  obliged  to  Mr,  Wsstoh  for  his  inimitable 
fupport  of  it :  Mr.  Moody  once  exhibited  this  rift- 
ble  piece  of  relig^us  infanity,  but  we  hope  never 
ttill  again  i  and  Mr.  Waldron  was  fo  much  out 
of  his  depth,  when  the  managers  popped  him,  like 
Mr.  FooTx's  Lindunira  on  for  it,  that  we  are  a- 
.mazed  the  young  man  was  not  overwhelmed  by  the 
tide  of  popular  difpleafure  1  if  he  is  held  forth  ^ 
the  turtk  «f  tew  comedy,  we  beg  leave  to  borrow  an 
Bbz  idcA 
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idea -from  Mr.  Colman,  and  aflert,  he  has  not  one 
bit  of  tJie  green  fat  about  him. 

yfe  be^  Mr.  Westoh  is  gone  to  Scotl^d ;  is  ic 
not  amazing  and  vexatious  to  all  loven  of  die  dra- 
-Hia,  that  w'hefl  there  13  fuch  a.  lamentaUe,  unpa- 
■raklled  laclc  of  merit,  at  both  houfes,  two  fuch  in- 
Cnnfic  performers  as  MelTrs.  Wocm>ward  and  Wes- 
-4'ON,  &ould  be  driven  to  a  northern  migration.  Is 
this  gratitude  to  the  public  ?  oh  fhame ! 

<^  Lady  Lambert  is  alio  an  additional  cha^- 
rafter,  of  no  great  confcquence,  yex.  well  conceived  j 
as  by  her  we  perceive  that  peribns  o£  rank  and  edu- 
cation are  liable  to  catch  the  infeftion  of  enthuliafm, 
OS  well  as  thole  of  the  lower  and  more  uncultivated 
Clafa.  Her  ideas  of  religious  purity  are  divertyig, 
and  we  have  no  objecftion  to  Mrs.  Bradshaw's  me- 
thod of  delivering  them ;  Ihe  maintains  the  fanfla- 
fied  formality  in  a  veiy  fuitable  manner. 

Her  daughter-in-law  is  a  very  good,  conformable 
fodng  wife,  to  an  odd  kind  of  ^n  elderly  hufband  •; 
Ihe  leems  defirous  to  promote  his  happinefs  and  the 
welfare  of  his  family,  but  has  nothing  ro.fay  worth 
notice,  and  at  heft  can  only  be  confidered  as  an  a- 
-greeable  daudle  :  Mrs.  W.  Barry  dcferves  a  better 
J>art,  and  does  what  flie  can  with  thb. 

Charlotte  is  undoubtedly  the  beft  drawn  coquette, 
and  the  moft  defenfible  one  on  the  fiage ;  ihe  likes 
adulation,  yet  has  fincerity  enough  to  own  it  1  flic 
'loves  a  man,  yet  has  difcernment  to  fee  his  particu- 
lar-  failing,  and  refolution  to  laugh  him  pleafantly 
out  of  ii;  ;  Ihc  is  ornamented  widi  generofity, 
'^ightUnefs  and  wit,  nor  is  her  vanity  any  way  af- 
ienfive.  Mrs.  Woffinoton,  in  the  Non  Juror, 
obtMned  fingular  applaufe,  not  without  great  merit ; 
■2  however, 
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however,  there  was  fuch  an  unchara&erifiic  aSvflst'' 
don  about  her,  that  fome  degree  of  difguft  muft  ait^_ 
tend  it-,  and  Ihe  marked  thofe  pailages  which  had 
aay  rclilh  of  licenUMifnefs  very  offenfively.  Mrs. 
PritckakD  had  much  more  eaie,  and  equal  fpiiit 
of  expreffion  -,  but  was,  from  corpulence,  fo  verjr 
abfurd  an  appearance,  that  however  our  ears  might 
be  pleafed,  our  eyes  were  oSfcnded.  Mrs.  Abisto- 
TON  being  a  very  agreeable  mixture  of  thcfe  ladie^ 
much  freer  than  the  former,  and  more  delicate  thab 
the  latter,  fills  our  idea  of  Chariotte  to  every  degree 
nf  fatisfa^ion.  Mr.  BickerstafI',  in  his  preface 
has  paid  this  accomplifhed  adbeis  a  very  gented  and 
juft  compliment. 

As  we  have  obferved  at  the  beginning  of  our  cri- 
ticifms  on  this  piece,  the  Non  Juror  was  growing 
obfoleK,  it  was  therefore  highly  judicious  to  give 
the  fatire  a  new  and  more  inteUigible  form  :  CiB- 
bzr's  dial(^?ie,'  though  not  remarkably  correct,  is 
natural,  cafy,  and  fpirited;  the  additions  in  no  ihape 
difgrace  him,  and  there  are  fome  omitXions  which 
do  him  credit.  Upon  the  whole,  we  heartily  wiib 
the  HvpocKiTE  encouragement  on  the  ftage,  and 
n  in  the  ciofet. 


<WI 
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•     THEODOSIUS, 

A   Traqedyi    By  L££< 


J.  HE  tragedy  of  TmbodosIus opens  mthalt 
the  pomp  of  religious  pageantry  ;  a,  decorated  aU 
tar,  the  figure  of  Conftantine  kneelli^  to  an  mr  fuP 
pended  crofs,  prieils,  choriftcrs  and  mufic  :  after  a 
preparatory  hymn  and  chorus,  Atticus,  the  high 
prieit,  enters  into  conference  with  Leontine,  a  phi- 
kfbpher.  By  what  pafles  between  them,  we  End 
that  Theodofius,  from  a  fixed  meUnchoIly  on  hii 
mind,  has  determined  to  lay  afide  the  reins  of  gO' 
vemment  for  holy  retirement :  Leontine,  who  had 
been  tutor  to  him  and  a  Pcrfian  prince,  called  Va- 
ranes,  delineates  thefe  royal  charaAers,  and  fignifics, 
that  the  latter,  attended  by  his  daughter,  i\  coming 
on  a  vifit  to  the  former. 

Varanes  approaching  with  Athenals  they  retire ; 
the  (bort  fccne  which  occurs  between  thefe  lovers, 
means  no  more  than  to  declare  his  warmth  of  paf- 
fion  and  her  diffidence,  arifing  from  difparity  of 
rank  betweoi  the'heir  of  empire  and  a  poor  philo* 
fopher*s  daughter.  The  prince's  declarations  ma» 
Dtfeft  rather  an  impetuous  than  a  prudent  pafGoni 
The  approach  of  Theodofius  being  announced  by 
found  of  inftrumcnts  they  retire,  and  make  way  for 
the  Emperor,  attended  by  his  two  fitters,  Marina 
and  Flavilta,  who  have  determined  to  take  the  vei'i 

Previous  to  his  fpiritual  admiflion,  the  Imperial 

devotee  confeflcs  to  At;icts,  in  a  very  pleafing  d(- 
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icripcivc  namrion,  that  love,  to  an  incurable  degree,' 
is  the  caufc  of  that  anxiety  which  exiles  him  from 
public  life,  Leontine  pronounces  the  approach  of 
Varanes,  who  immediately  enters,  wanned  with  the 
glow  of  early  and  fincerc  friendfliip  •,  their  advert- 
ing to  the  fports  of  former  days,  the  theatre  and  the' 
field,  is  very  natural  for  juvenile,  as  well  as  aged 
minds  ;  what  Varanes  (ays  of  hunting,  is  poetically 
im^ned  and  well  exprefled :  the  piince  ufes  hk 
endeavours  to  perfuadc  Theodofius  from  his  pur- 
pofe  ;  however,  feenu  ftruck  with  the  awfiU  cere* 
mony  of  admitting  nuns,  and  by  the  conclufive 
fpccch  of  the  firft  aft,  fticws  as  if  he  was  half  won 
over  to  rettrement  %  the  fentiments  he  utters,  and 
his  remark  upon  the  weight  that  royalty  lays  on 
mental  freedom,  arc  pretty,  but  horridly  dilgraced 
hy  rhime. 

At  the  banning  of  the  Second  a£t,  Puldie^ 
Theodofius's  fitter,  who  is  inveiled  with  imperial 
authority,  hears  the  claft  of  fworda,  and  ibon  after 
is  accofted  by  Marcian,  a  Roman  general,  who  apo- 
l(^zes  for  quarrelling  in  the  palace,  by  reciting  the 
particulars  of  his  provocation ;  in  doing  of  which 
he  throws  out  many  low  and  indecent  obfervations  i 
thefe,  we  prefume,  the  audior' meant  as  proofs  of 
martial  bluntnefs,  but  are  in  reality  abfolute  breaches 
<^  decorum,  cenfurablc  to  the  lafl:  d^rec,  and  the 
more  fo  as  being  quite  unneceiikry }  hb  refleftions 
upon  court  e^minacy  are,  no  doubt,  very  natural 
eftufions  of  an  honeft  mind,  irritated  by  the  buzzing, 
gaudy  infefts  of  court  fun-lhine,  and  thispart  of  the 
fcene  we  highly  approve. 

Opennefs  of  exprefiion  becomes  an  honeft  and 
I         brave  charaAer,  but  to  bully  a  lady  of  exalted  fta- 
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Voa,  as  tins  tni&arian  docs,  is  beyond  all  bearing 
and  we  thank  Ibe  ^Itaias  his  abufe  too  long  ^  how- 
ever, ac  lei^ithi.  becoming  fpirit'  breaks  forthj  and 
fte  repfcnres  him  ia  fevere  tenns,  ac  the  fame  time 
ban^hing  him  after  three  d^s ;  there  is  ibmcthing 
whimikal  enough  in  Fukheria's  intimation  alide^ 
lAat  he  is  once  to  lord  it  over  her.  Lucius,  upon 
kaa^  his  iriend,  the  general,  tjroop,  at  receivii^  fit 
lutfib  and  fudden  a  lentenc«>  pn^fes  to  aflett  his 
ca&  by  force,  which  Marcian  declines,  accepdng 
exile  and  Fcorement  in  the  following  well  fancied, 
vdi  esqurtfled  lines. 

We'll  fly  to  (bme  hi  diiUnt  lonely  village, 
FoEget  our  foraier  ftate,  and  breed  with  flavea  ; 
Sweat  in  the  eye  of  day,  and  when  night  comca. 
With  bodies  coarfely  filled  and  vacant  (bnh. 
Sleep  like  the  labmu'd  hinds  and  never  thii^. 

Athenaia  and  Leontine  prcfcnt  thcmfelves,  the 
btter  obferving,  that  they  hare  paid  the  cbnq)£- 
BKBt  Varane»  deEred,  of  attending  him  to  X'>^'>' 
fius's  court,  pn^fes  returning  to  Athens  ;  this 
aiSa&s  tbe-love-lhicken  maid,  who  confefles  her  un< 
cafise^  and  draws,  from  Leontine  a  doubt  of  the 
prince's  fmcerity,  which  Athenais  cannot  ai^nit; 
bowever,  upon  her  father's  ftarting  the  idea  of  a 
difiioDourable  connexion,  with  the  juft  feelings  of 
St  chaAb  refervc,  fhe  declares  that  no  confidenition, 
however  intcrcfting,  not  a  parent's  life  in  danger, 
iball  impair  her  rimie ;  dm  fadsBea  the  old  man, 
whoyUpon  leeing  the  prince  approach,  retires. 

By  whatVaranes  fays  to  his  friend  Aranthcsat 
entrance^  it  appears,  that  the  latter  ha»been  advifing 
him  againit  a  matrimonial  conneifUon,  as  difgrace- 

ful, 
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Sd,  which  he  feems  to  admit  in  very  ungenerous 
Kims  i  yet,  upon  Jeeing  Acheaais,  he  renews  hia 
vows  with  gjieat  fervour,  and  in  a  very  botnbaftic 
$ow  (^  expreOion  declaies,  that  he  prefers  hm'  to  all 
^  FeHlan  greatnels.  Upon  mention  of  hb  fa- 
ir's difj^eafure  if  he  fliould  know  of  his  fon's  at- 
tachment to  fo  inadeqiiace  a  charaifter,  he  utters  tlm 
Rowing  beautiful  effiifion  of  a  fund  mind. 

No  more  of  chig,  no  more,  foe  I  dtlSain 
All  pomp  when  thou  art  by  :  fai  be  the  nolle 
Of  kingi  and  courts  from  us }  whofc  gentle  Ibttb- 
Out  kinder  ftars  have  fteer'd  another  courfcj 
Free  as  the  foreft  birds  we'll  pair  together,. 
Without  remembring  who  our  father's  were ; 
Fly  to  the  arbours,  grots,  and  flow'ry  meads. 
And  in  fort  muroiurs  Interchange  our  fouls; 
Together  drink  the  chryllal  of  the  ftreaii)* 
Or  tafte  the  yellow  fruit  which  autumn  yields  ; 
And  when  the  golden  evening  calls  us  home, 
Wing  to  our  downy  ncft  andlleep  till  morn. 

Ifflien  Achcnais  mentions  a  necefHry  of  pardng, 
Varanes  takes  alarm,  which  caufcs  her  to  refer  him 
to  Leontine  for  explanation  -,  the  philofophcr  inge- 
Quoufly  queftions  the  real  meaning  of  his  paHion, 
which  throws  the  prince  into  cori&fion  j  and  being 
urged  to  the  critical  point  of  marriage,  his  illiberal 
pride,  getting  the  better  of  generofity  and  truth, 
.occaiions  him  .to  treat  the  woman  of  his  heart,  and 
his  venerable  good  old  tutor,  in  a  mofl:  brutal,  con- 
temptuous manner  •,  Leondne  warms  into  a  noble 
lelentment,  which  forces  the  hot-brained  Periian  off 
in  a  very  difgraceful  manner.    ' 

Vol.  U.  C'c  Evciy 
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Every  heart,  fufceptiblc  of  tender  feelings,  oiuft 
here  fympathizc  in  that  painful  concern  -which  over- 
whelms the  injured  father  and  flighted  rnwd  ;  the 
latter  of  whom  acknowledges  at  Urge  her  ardent 
affciftion,  but  nobly  refolves  to  facriSce  it  at  the 
ihrine  of  juft  refentment,  and  gives  her  approving 
fire  the  moft  folemn,  connfortable  alTurance,  cS  in- 
violable virtue  j  this  fcene  takes  ftrong  poKflion' 
of  the  tender  paffions,  but  concludes  with  fomc  very 
enervate,  pitiful  rhimes. 

Varanes,  totally  repenting  his  treatment  of  Athc* 
pais,  meets  Aranthcs  at  the  beginning  of  the  third 
a£t,  and  communicates  his  readinefs  to  make  her 
any  reparation :  being  informed  that  Ihe  and  her 
father  have  left  the  court,  without  any  trace  by 
which  they  might  be  followed,  with  the  utmoft  vio- 
lence of  anxiety,  the  hair-br^ncd  lover  determines 
upon  a  perfonal  purfuit,  ordering  his  chariots  to 
meet  hjm  in  the  Hippodrome,  In  the  next  fccnc 
we  are  furprized  with  the  converfion  of  Athcnas  to 
Chriftianiry,  for  which  we  have  been  no  way  pre- 
pared i  nor  do  we  know  whether  it  is  Leondne's 
choice  that  his  daughter  (hould  go  one  road  into 
futurity,  while  he  himfelf  purfues  another.  The 
matter  is  very  foon  brought  about,  and  b  not  fuffi- 
ciently  probable  -,  however,  we  find  it  fo,  and  that 
Pulcheria  has  wrought  the  change,  for  which  her 
profelyte  returns  thanks  in  grateful  terms  :  the  im- 
perial princefs  vows  ftridt  friendfhip,  and  propofes 
^  mutual  participation  of  joys  and  griefs.  Touch- 
ing upon  the  mafter-ftring  of  her  heart,  Athtnais* 
who,  but  a  few  lines  fmce  fays,  that  converfion  has 
cafed  her  of  the  lumher  of  paffion—^  kind  of  me» 
thodiitical 
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liiodiftical  iigure--^i«  gi^es  a  loofe  to  grief*  and  • 
Tcnts  bitKr  reproaches  againft  the  fallacy  of  man. 

Thcodofius  coming  in,  his  fifler  prefents  her  fair 
convert,  when  lo !  it  appears,  that  ihc  is  the  identi- 
cal unknown  beauty  who  had  infpired  him  with  love, 
and  for  whofe  fake  he  miEant  to  leave  the  world. 
This  incident  tells  well  in  action ;  his  immediate 
pro&r  of  marriage  is  violently  fudden,  yet  no  harfli 
violarion  of  nature.  Leontine's  approbation  of  the 
honourable  choice  is  fuitable^'  and  the  author  has 
iunuOied  Athenais  with  a  proper  degree  of  difiidenc 
fubmiflion  in  her  reply  ;  the  new  appointed  Em- 
prcls,  Pukheria,  &c.  being  retired,  Varanes,  who 
comes  to  take  his  leave  of  Theodofius,  is  acquainted 
with  the  unexpected  change  in  favour  of  diat  mo- 
narch's happinefs  -,  the  Perfian  prince,  though  deep- 
ly wounded  in  mind  himfelf,  congratulates  his 
friend's  joy,  and  laments  that  his  own  painful  iitua- 
tion  wont  let  him  ilay  to  fllare  it.  . 
.  This  naturally  damps  Theodofius's  fatisfa£tion  ; 
however,  he  requefts  Varanes  to  fee  his  bride  before 
he  goes,  which  the  latter  feems  willing  to  decline. 
There  is  fomething  odd  in  the  Emperor's  behaviour, 
not  to  alk  the  caufe  of  his  friend's  melanchoUy  and 
iiidden  departure  }  the  plot  has  here  intruded  much 
upon  fricndlhip  -,  Athenais  is  brought  on,  and  pre- 
iented  by  her  imperial  lover  to  the  Perfian,  whofe 
aftonifhment  and  confufion  may  be  much  more  eafi- 
jy  imagined  than  expreffed.  To  increafc  the  fweil 
and  agitation  of  his  heart,  fhe  treats  him  as  the  pro- 
TOcatiDn  hcgave  her  merited,  and  leaves  him  to 
vent  his  paffion  with  Theodofius.  What  paffes  bcr 
tween  thefe  royal  perfonages  is  again  very  odd,  for 
Xhoug^  the  half-headed  Emperor  fees  his  A-iend 
Cc2  catCQ 
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eaten  up  wirfi  paflion,  and  fufiers  himfclf  to  be  catt- 
chked  for  taking  the  woman  he  lUtes,  yet  he  never 
ienquires  into  the  KsSan  ci  dl  this  *,  indeed,  when 
Varancs  clears  up  the  matter,  by  avowing  his  paf* 
fion,  he  ftiews  fome  generous  fcnfibility,  by  (rfitring 
to  fubmii  his  claim  to  the  lady*s  choice,  Thii 
caufcs  Varancs  to  whimper  lUce  a  whi[^>ed  fcho(^ 
boy  -,  and  TheodoTius,  piouQy  leaving  the  iflue  tA 
heaven,  goes  to  prepare  Athcnais  for  an  interview 
*rith  Ws  diftrefled  rival.  Aranthes,  by  offijring  to 
comfort  his  mafter,  inSames  his  rage  more,  and  is 
charged  with  being  the  author  of  his  mbfortune  \ 
notwichftanding  the  prince  b  half  .mad,  our  audior 
has  put  into  his  mouth  a  poetical  defcription  ci  the 
tranquility  of  rural  obfcuriry  j  yet  thb  we  could 
have  borne  tolerably'  well,  as  the  thought  is  pretty, 
and  the  lines  flowing,  had  not  jingle  Been  intro- 
duced. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  a£l^  wc  meet 
Marcian  lamenting  his  fallen  ftatc  ;  he  is  Ibon  join- 
ed by  that  other  uncntertaining  fuperfluity,  Pul- 
cheria,  who,  as  it  would  feem,  has  fiieaked  aBer  him. 
The  laft  time  they  parted  ftie  pronounced  his  bt- 
nifhment,  yet  now  flie  fo  far  foi^ets  herfelf,  as  lA 
truft  him  with  a  very  fignal  inftance  of  her  imperirf 
brother's  folly  -,  andd  then  as  ftrangely  difcoven^ 
■without  any  hint  to  ftir  recoUeition,  that  ftie  hai 
been  talking  with  a  profcribed  traitor.  This  dra«* 
en  three  ex  four  lines  of  frclh  reproach,  thai  fU* 
foftens,  taking  a  very  dubious  leave. 

When  Lucius  concludes  fhe  is  in  love  wtA  thfr 
general,  snd  tells  him  fo,  Marcian  very  juftly  re- 
plies, that  they  neith*  of  them  know  any  thing  of 
het^and  that  it  b  out  of  the  power  of  bunian  nanire 
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to  fcan  her.  Wc  tnoft  heart^y  concur  in  the  fol- 
dici's  opirrion,  for,  as  the  author  has  drawn  her,  fh6 
is  equ^ly  unintelligible  and  infigniBcant :  an  un- 
principled cxcreftence  of  a  poetical  brain. 

The  token  of  Theodofius's  weaknefs,  which  fhe 
has  put  into  Martian's  hand,  he  determines  to  make 
life  cf,  for  rouiing  the  Emperor  from  his  lethargic 
cHrminacy.  This  the  author  has  mad?  him  put  in 
pradHce,  but  the  fcene  is  generally  omitted,  and  wo' 
think  blameably  j  for  though  it  wants  much  foft- 
ningon  Marcian's  fide,  yet  a-fubjeft  forcing' bold, 
honcft  truths,  into  a  weak  monarch's  ear,  is  a  very 
pleaCng  and  inftruftive  picture  foi*  a  Brttilh  ftagc  s 
though  perhaps  fuch  a  one,  in  a  new  piece,  might 
not  now  be  licenced  j  poffibly  it  is  from  a  fimilar 
principle  omkted  by  courtly  managers.  We  re- 
tnember  tiie  fcene  once  done  in  Dublin,  with  very 
f^eafing  iuid  proper  efie£t. 

The  ihort  fcene  between  Thcodofius  and  Athe- 
nus,  preparatory  to  feeing  Varanes,  (hews  the  Em- 
peror to  be  a  moft  condefcending  rival ;  and  the  la- 
dy obferves,  with  great  good  fcnlc,  ih^t  it  is  a  feverq 
and  dangerous  trial,  to  throw  her  in  the  way  of  one 
■who  had  once  infpircd  her  with  fo  tender  a  paflion  } 
be  notwithffanding,  leaves  her  to  the  violent  ftn^gle 
of  love  and  glory.  No  fooner  is  he  gone  off,  than 
Varanes  appears,  a  piftiire  of  LlL-fpair  ■,  Iheisflruck 
with  the  fettled  mci.inchally  that  clouds  him,  yet  rr- 
Iblfrcs  to  withftand  the  fofier  feelings :  her  taunts  4re 
remarkably  fevere,  particularly  where  (he  mention* 
hearing  him  in  obedience  to  the  Emperor's  com- 
niand.  In  ftiort,  (he  reduces  the  prince  to  fuch  an 
«Tquifitc  degree  of  pain,  that  though  forae  of  hiS 
conduft  merits  contempt,  wc  an:  obliged  to  pity 
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him.  Where  he  mentions  his  death,  and  b^  that 
companion  which  he  cannot  obtain  in  life,  the  fccne 
grows  truly  pathetic,  and  the  audience  muft  melt 
with  Athenais  \  who,  Ihocked  at  the  found  of  an 
evcrkfting  farewell  from  the  idol  of  her  heart,  calls 
^him  back,  and  candidly,  with  warmth;  exprefles  ha 
l^ove,  yet  leaves  him  with  the  idea,  that  their  incli- 
nations cannot  be  fulfilled.  What  the  reafoti  of  this 
infuperablc  perplexity  is,  we  dont  fee  j  having  fcff- 
given  the  iniulc  fhe  received,  and  I'heodolius  be- 
ing difpofed  to  confirm  her  choice,  what  happens 
appears  to  be  only  the  author's  obftinate  purfuit  of 
a  tragical  cataftrophe.  What  Varanes  fays  after 
Jhe  is  gone,  appears  to  us  very  ftrained  and  bcnn- 
bafiical :  comparing  himfclf  to  a  perfon  buried  a- 
live,  is  ftraining  idea  horridly  ;  it  u  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  in  this  fccne,  Varanes  fwears  by,  or  ap- 
peals to  the  gods,  no  lefs  than  fix  times  ;  indeed, 
through  the  whole  piece,  Marcian  and  he  are  bring- 
ing in  the  deities  upon  every  occalion ;  infomuch, 
that  allowing  the  difierence  of  plurality,  it  might  be 
fuppofcd  they  had  been  educated  among  the  £ng- 
lilh  foot-guards,  where  fwearing  is  a  capital  accomr 
plilhment,  and  conflant  practice. 

Athenais,  ornamented  with  imperial  robes  Fot  the 
nuptials,  begins  the  fifth  aft,  with  lier  atttndant 
Delia.  She  very  juftly  complains  of  being,  hurried 
to  the  Temple  ait  the  midnight  hour,  but  is  Kild 
that  thedefign  is  to  keep  her  marriage  as  long  as  pot 
fiblc  from  the  knowledge  of  Varanes,  in  compaffion 
to  his  pains ;  her  confidante  dilmifled,  fhe  deter- 
mines upon  taking  poifon,  and  empties  the  deadly 
cup.  Pulcheria,  at  entrance,  takes  nodce  of  the 
pmprefe's  diftrefsftil  and  pallid  loots :  doubting  the 
3  effi4 
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eSc&  of  what  fee  has  done  in  futurity,  Athcnai* 
alks  what  punilhment  aw^ts  fuicide,  which  is  a  very 
nacwal  queftion,  as  flic  has  been  To  lately  made  3 
ChrilBan,  and  heathen  fc&s  hold  it  a  meritorious 
aftion  to  fcek  refuge  in  voluntary  death,  rather  than 
labour  under  excels  of  pain  or  difgrace.  Leontine 
coming  to  condu6l  his  daughter  to  the  Temple,  ob- 
fcives  and  reproves  her  melanchoUy,  charging  her 
to  think  no  more  of  Varanes,  who  has  uled  her  ill ; 
Ac  unforgiving  rigidity  of  unfeeling  age  is  hcre^ 
Tcll  contralled  to  the  relenting  foftnels  of  a  female 
heart,  imprefled  with  a  tender  regard ;  the  unhappy- 
bride  fuficTs  herfelf  to  be  led  like  a  tame  vi^m, 
yet  pathedcally  declares  Varanes  can  never  be  erafed 
orbanifhed  from  her  mind. 

The  Periian  prince,  wholly  a  prey  to  dcfpair,  ap- 
pears next,  in  foliloquy.  Our  author  has  drawn  toge- 
ther,and  fumifhed  lum  with  various  ftriking  images, 
well  ad^ced  to  the  gloom  of  melancholly;  but  what 
h  die  name  of  nature  and  common  fenle,  could 
make  him  run  it  into  rhime  :  we  had  fome  idea  of 
idieving  this  fpecchirom  fuch  fhameful  fetters,  in 
the  fame  manner  we  did  that  of  the  Fryar  in  Ro- 
meo and  Juliet,  but  as  the  play  wants  alteration  in 
many  other  refpeds,  we  have  declined  it. 

Upon  the  entrance  of  Aranthes,  who  has  been 
lent  by  the  prince  to  Athends's  apartment,  he  ac- 
quaints his  mafter  that  fhe  is  gone  to  be  married ; 
this  determines  Varanes  on  fpeedily  putrii^  a  pe- 
riod to  his  intolerable  life,  and  he  claims  holding 
the  fword  againft  his  bread:;  as  an  adtion  of  friend- 
Ihip,  from  Aranthes ;  who  propoTes  to  attend  his 
majfcr  in  death,  but  is  charged  to  furvive,  and  bear 
hi>  bleeding  corfc  immediately  p  the  Temple. 
Thing* 
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Things  fo  dtfpofcd,  oar  brdten-heareed  hero  puts 
his  &tal  refolucioa  m  prafUce,  and  breaths  hia  laft  ia 
amoft  miJcrable  couplet,  cathcr  kughaUethao  psh 
theric.  ■ 

We  are  oacc  again  conducted  to  the  Temple, 
where,  afcer  a  nuptial-  benediiftion  is  givca,  Araxuhsi 
enters  with  the  body  of  his  decea&dJord ;  and  m 
two  fpeeches,  intercOingly  defcnpcive,  relates  the 
Qianoer  of  his  death.  *  'Athenais,  overwhdnied  witb 
die  curumftance,  quits  the  living  bridc^Donii  fix 
tile  dead  lover  -,  embraces  his  body,  declares,  to  the 
aAonilhment  f£  her  hulband,  father,  &c.  that;  tbt/ 
Oie  confented  to  inarri^^  her  heart  was  abrayi 
with  Yaranes;  wherefore,  Ihe  took  x.  poifonous 
draught,  which  loon  takes  e&£t,  and  fends  her  afi> 
ter  the  dear  object  of  her  firft  inclinacbn.  Tfaeo- 
dolius,  ftruck  with  this  unexpected  incident,  renewi 
bis  former  intention  of  laying  down  the  reins  of  go- 
vernment, and  gives  the  empire  to  Pulchetia  snd 
Marcian,  who  have  made  up  matters  very  ftrangc-' 
ly  }  thus  the  piece  hurries  to  a  conclufion. 

,The  tragedy  of  Theodosius  is  r^;ular  in  ill 
plot,  and  has  many  fcenes  of  peculiar  cendemds  ; 
yet  is  fadly  incutnbered  by  thofe  diiagrceable  awt- 
eHcntials,  Marcian  and  Pulcheria,  who  have  abnoft 
as  little  bufinefs  in  that  piect^  as  they  would  have 
in  Julius  Casfar.  The  play  might  eafily  be  altered 
fo  as  to  leave  them  entirely  out,  by  which  means  the 
other  chara<^rs  would  neceflarily  be  enridied,  and 
the  main  a6tron  more  properly  attended  to  :  ite 
verfificadon  is  flowing,  and  many  of  the  fentiments 
brilliant,  yet  bombaft  frequently  foars  to  a  difa* 
greeablc,  unintelligible  height  ;  the  authcH-  has 
ftewtt 
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fiiewn  varmth  of  genius,  but  coldneis  and  inaftivlty 
ofjudgmcnt. 

Theodofius — fure  there  never  was  Tuch  an  infipid 
moriel  of  royalty,  is  fcarce  a  charadter  in  any  fhape  j  - 
he  has  nothing  to  mark  him  but  a  kind  of  boyifh, 
amorous  weaknefs.  After  his  firit  fcene,  he  has  not 
aline  »>  utter  that  is  worth  an  ador's  fpeakbg,  or  a 
^>e£Utor's  hearing  :  it  ts  hardly  reafonable,  though 
he  gives  name  to  the  piecc»  to  mention  the  perform- 
ance of  fucK  an  unfeafcuied  incumbrance  upon 
aftion  i  if  we  miftakc  not,  Mr.  SMirti  made  his 
£ifl  attempt  in  this  un&vourable  part,  which  he 
itndeied  in  fome  meafure  bearable,  and  has  conti- 
lined  to  bear  it  up  ever  fince  till  laft  teaTon.  Mr. 
DiGGES  has  been  pufliedon  for  it,  but  was  much 
bo  manly  in  his  pcribn,  and  too  declamatory  in  tus 
exprefiion  }  the  lover,  at  leaft  of  this  clafs,  fits  uU' 
eafy  upon  him.  Mr.  Reddish  !  in  the  nameof  equity, 
if  any  fuch  principle  dwells  within  a  theatre,  why 
Ihoukl  fuch  fuperior  abilities  be  crammed  into  fo 
dilagrecable  an  underuking?  efpecially  whenj^that 
e^ital  aftor,  Mr,  Cautherly,  might  much  more 
properly  drudge  through  it,  than  Hamlet,  Romeo, 
and  a  dreadful  &c.  which  with  moll  cruel  kjndneia 
are  impofed  upon  him. 

Marcian,  the  tragical  blunderbufs,  who  feems  to 
feave  ho  idea  of  any  diiFerente  between  freedom  and 
hidcneJs  of  fpeech,  utters  ieveral  fentiments  which, 
well  cxprcfled,  cannot  fail  of  applaufe,  and  Mr. 
Sparks  ufed  to  give  us  lingular  pleafure  in  tbofc 
pajlages  :  Mr.  Clarke  is  by  no  means  difpleafing, 
but  Mr.  AicKiN,  mounted  on  Lee's  fiery,  harcl- 
tnouthed  Pegascs,  fits  in  a  very  ticklifh,  tottering 
fituatmn.    Mr.  MOssop  did  it  one  feafun  in  Dub- 

Y0L.II.  Dd  lin, 
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Thrtisfiml, 

lin,  and  thinking  it  unworthy  his  powers,  acquired, 
through  negligence,  an  Cafe  which  he  wanted  in 
more  important  charafters  ;  fo  became,  by  acd- 
dent,  much  the  moft  agreeable  performer  we  ever 
faw  in  this  part. 

Leontinc  is  a  charaftcr  of  worth ;  he  may"  be  rch  • 
dered  eftimable  without  any  capital  rcquifites  j  his 
iblicitude  for  Athenas's  virtue,  and  cwitempt  of  ^- 
grandifement  upon  unworthy  terms,  fpeak  him  c- 
qually  a  tender  father  and  a  good  man ;  he  muft  in- 
tneft  an  audience,  efpecially  where  he  calls  Ms  pu- 
.  pil  to  an  explanation.  Mr.  Ridout  perfonated  this 
amiable  phiUfopher  with  ability :  Mr.  Gibson  has 
had  the  misfortune  to  follow  him  in  the  part,  but 
never  can  fuccced  to  hb  merit  t  having  either  no 
feeling  at  all,  or  fuch  a  dilguftful  utterance  cH  it, 
as  is  worfe  than  none  :  Mr.  Hull  Ihould  certun- 
ly  do  it  at  Covent  Garden. 

Aranthes  has  but  two  fpeeches  of  any  regard, 
they  indeed  fliould  be  taken  care  of;  wherefore,  wcl 
cannot  fuiHciently  exprefs  our  furprize  to  think  any 
manager  (hould  fb  far  miftake  his  place  and  judg- 
ment, as  to  fu^r  the  marring  of  them  by  that  dif-> 
tinguiflied  mutilator  of  fenle,  language  and  charaft^ 
er,  Mr.  Davis  :  on  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  re- 
concile giving  this  attmdant  at  Drury  Lane,  to  Mr, 
Palmer,  who  frequently  ftands  in  a  Brft  light;  it  la 
making  both  head  and  tail  of  a  man.  Certainly, 
amongft  the  number  of  young  mutes,  who  ferve  on- 
ly to  prop  up  the  fide  wings,  and  bow  to  every, 
bafluw  of  three  tails,  feme  one  might  be  found  to 
do  fuch  a  part  as  this  with  tolerable  decency. 

Varanes,  who  was  moft  the  objedb  of  our  au- 
thor's  attention,  is  an  odd  medley  of  love  and  pride ; 

now 
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now  he  will,  then  will  not  j  profule  in  profefllons, 
iirdblute  in  prai^ice ;  tender,  impatient ;  in  fhort, 
ft  romantic  madman  ;  yet,  notwithftanding  inconfifb- 
cncies  a£  a  glaring  nature,  he  is  as  a  dramatic 
perfonage,  highly  intercfting.  We  have  under- 
gone the  torture  of  hearing  him  preached  by  ' 
N&.  Sheridam,  whofe  ftage-bve  was  the  moft 
gradng  that  ever  wounded  a  tender  ear  ^  yec  we 
cannot  juftly  avoid  allowing  him  a  very  charader- 
iftical  dcfpondance  of  features  in  the  laft  fcene  of 
the  fourth  a£t,  and  confiderable  merit  in  the  mid- 
night foliloquy.  Mr.  Ross  is  very,  bearable,  but 
wants  much  of  that  fire  ncceJlary  to  keep  pace  with 
his  author  :  when  Mr.  Smith  took  leave  of  the^ 
Emperor,  and  formed  an  alliance  with  the  Ferfian 
prince,  he  madt  a  moft  lamentable  mi{take ;  and 
we  wifh,  for  old  acquaintance  fakCjhe  may  return  to 
his  original,  difagrecable  as  it  is,  rather  than  fhew 
himfelf  to  more  conTptcuous  difadvantage. 

Mr.  Barry  mull  in  imagination  to  thofe  who, 
are  at  all  acquainted  with  his  performance,  fill  up 
every  idea  of  excellence  in  this  chara^r  -,  his  love 
was  enchanting,  his  rage  alarming,  his  grief  melt- 
ing i  even  now,  though  overtaken  by  time,  and  im- 
p^red  in  his  conftitution,he  has  not  the  Ihadow  of  a 
competitor.  The  rheumatic  ftiffnefs  of  his  joints  has 
been  induftrioufly  trumpeted  forth,  and  every  mean 
art  made  ufe  of  to  lower  him  in  public  opinion  : 
yet  true  it  is,  that  if  he  hobbled  upon  ftilts,he  would 
be  better  than  any  perfons  in  his  ftile  upon  their  beft 
legs.  A  gentleman  of  acknowledged  judgment 
lately  made  the  following  juft  and  ftriking  fimili- 
tudc'thiU  Mr.  Barry  was  like  the  time-worn  ruins 
of'Paltnira  and  Balbec ;  which,  even  in  a  fallen 
D  d  a  Aate, 
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fiate,  fhew  more  dignity  and  real  b^uty,  t^an  tJie 
compleat  produftions  of  modern  architeiiure.  "We 
heartily  lament  that  this  gentleman's  caft  is  fo  in- 
confiftenl  with  his  years,  and  wifh  his  prudence  had 
Iffld  up  an  independancy,  that  he  might  have  retired 
ere  envy  and  theatrical  policy  had  Tapped  the  fovm- 
datjon  of  his  well-earned  feme. 

Pulchcria,  as  a  charaftcr,  we  have  already  ffvta 
.our  opinion  of}  what  Ihe  fap  is  full  as  infignificant 
as  what  fhe  does  -,  and  Mrs.  Vincent,  whom  no 
kngth  of  years  can  make  old,  if  Ihe  had  never  bcco 
trufted  with  any  fuperior  undertaking  in  tragedy, 
might  here  have  been  bearable  enough  :  but  what 
dull  head,  or  hard  heart,  could  have  put  the  agreea- 
ble Mrs.W.  Barrv,  of  Drury  Lane,  upon  fo  irkfonic 
an  undertaking—  Come  forth  Mrs.  lioPKiNs,  and 
fcize  this  Roman  princels,  more  confonant  to  thy 
abilities,  than  xhe  young  and  beauteous  Zara,  and  3A 
-  fuitable  to  thy  delicate  figure. 

Athenais  is  much  the  moft  eftimable  charaftcr  in 
this  piece ;  for,  laying  afide  the  weaknels  of  her  fex, 
and  refifting  the  temptation  of  a  darling  objeft,  (he 
maintains  that  exalted  virtue  praftically,  which  her 
iatheijonly  admires  and  recommends  in  fpcculadon ; 
however,  tho'  we  approve  her  general  conduit,  yet 
ihe  manifefts  a  ftrong  taint  of  romantic  ideas ;  her  - 
felf-denial  is  carried  to  an  extreme.  As  to  the  ter- 
mination of  her  own  life,  we  have  already  exculpated 
that,  by  remarking,  that  ihe  had  not  been  informed 
how  abominable  an  adllon  fclf-murdcr  is  deemed  in 
the  Chriftian  fyftem. 

The  part  of  Athenais,  though  well  delivered  from 
the  author's  pen,  has  none  of  thofe  mafterly  ftrokes 
of  atSion,  which  gave  Mrs.  CiBpER  aii  opportunity 
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rfdifplaybg  her  exqulGte  abilides  ;  wherefore  ve 
^ways  thought  that  lady  rather  belov  het&lf  ia  Ac 
fair  Athenian,  and  allowed  Mrs.  Bellamy  to  conie 
nearer  an  equality  in  this,  than  any  odier  chara£ter  j 
diey  both  were  Angularly  pleaiing,  but  we  mufl:  pre- 
fer Mrs.  Barry  to  cither,  as  having  equal  force 
vith  more  nature. 

Mils  Miller  has  certainly  givieQ  Mr.  Col- 
pM  fome  bitter  provocation,  that  he  ppflies  hpr  oq 
for  this  and  feveral  other  characters  equally  pofitj 
indeed,  fhe  did  it  for  her  benefit,  which  is  a  Jje^^o^ 
when  many  performers,  to  indulge  vanity,  kindly 
treat  their  friends  with  the  barbarous  and  dreadful, 
tk)ugh  not  bloody  murder  of  a  principle  charaiSxr  ^ 
tius  is  like  aUdng  acquaintances  to  dinner,  and  giv- 
ing a  tfiin  breaft  of  mutton  inftead  of  a  good  firloiiy 
of  bepf,  which  is  equally  ready. 

This  play  has  no  moral,  there  is  no  vice  to  merit 
puniOiment,  and  what  virtue  there  is  falls  a  lacrifico 
to  Ul  conducted  paQions :  we  are  apt  to  think  its 
tendency  prejudicial  to  young  minds,  as  it  fumilhes 
Tciy  extravagant  notions  of  love;  and  therefore, 
diough  it  always  pkafes  in  reprefentation,  canoot 
cordially  recommend  it. 
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A  Comedy,  by  Mr.  Moore. 


X  N  the  firft  fcene  we  meet  young  Belmont  ral- 
lying Colonel  Raymond,  for  making  love  in  a 
ftile  of  gravity  to  his  filler,  of  whofe  volatile 
and  coquettilh  difpofiuon  he  draws  a  very  plea- 
fant  piiture,  and  alfo,  by  way  of  contralto  ludi- 
crouQy  p^nts  the  Colonel  to  himfelf ;  after  this, 
he  enters  upon  an  account  of  women,  which  we 
think  extremely  injurious,  to  the  fenfible  part  c£ 
the  fcx  at  ieaft,  and  Ihews  his  notions  to  be  un- 
natnral ;  to  fuppofe  that  good  underfUnding  wiQ 
make  any  female  more  ready  to  encourage  a  foc^ 
is  llrange  dodrinci  pride  may  work  fuch  an  ef- 
fect, but  Ibund  fenfe  cannot:  fieedom,  ^nong 
friends,  is  the  life  of  focial  enjoyment,  but,  we 
think  young  Belmont  places  the  Colonel  in  too 
fercre  and  ridiculous  a  light ;  it  feems  as  if  the  au- 
thor had  facrificed  every  other  confideration  to  that 
of  enriching  his  favourite  charafter*  When  Fide- 
lia comes  to  be  mentioned,  Belmont  goes  on  in 
the  fame  rhapfodical  flile  concerning  her,  that  be 
has  made  ufe  of  concerning  his  fifter,  refpedJng 
the  uncertainty  of  her  birth  ;  Belmont  fpeaks  as  a 
man  of  gallantry  with  very  vague,  undetermined 
principles  i  upon  the  Colonel's  enquiry,  whether 
Rofetta  knows  any  thing  of  Fidelia's  real  ftory, 
Belmont  declares  Ihe  does  not,  but  believes  her  to 
be  die  fifttr  of  a  fellow  collegian  of  his,  and  in 
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that  light  recommends  her  as  a  «ife  to  him^  be- 
ing aikcd  his  father's  difpoAtion  cowards  the  young 
lady,  he  fays,  there  is  nothing  wanui^  of  recom- 
mendadon  to  the  old  gentlcnian  but  fome  cen- 
tabty  of  a  fortune  j  here  he  takes  a  moft  repre- 
htnfible  method  of  removing  a  kind  of  dilemma 
be  is  in,  and  meanly  fays,  as  he  has  brought  her 
into  the  family  by  one  mifrcprefentation,  he'll  re- 
move her  by  another ;  and  what  is  that  ?  fiMiboth,. 
by  fcand^zing  her  virtue.  Belmont  favours  ac- 
tion in  this  fcene,  but  he  is  no  mbre  nor  lefs  than 
a  defpicable  reptile,  furmthed  with  more  wordc 
than  meaning,  more  humour  than  fenfe. 

In  the  fuccceding  convcrfation  between  Rofctta 
and  Fidelia,  we  6nd  that  the  former  ranlcs  away 
in  the  fame  ftile  and  fentiment,  concerning  men, 
and  the  treatment  of  them  in  love  affairs,  that  her 
l«wher,  in  the  preceeding  fcene,  ufed  relpefting 
hcfi  Fidelia  charges  her  with  being  in  love  with 
Cokxiel  Raymond,  though  Ihe  makes  him  wear 
filch  panful  chains.  The  gay  coquette  fports^ 
with  this  circumdancc  a  little,  yet  acknowledges 
Ik  is  not  tndifiercnt,  and  afCgns  a  very  generous 
moDve  for  keeping  him  off  at  prefenc  ^  having 
held  his  folidtadons  at  a  diftance,  white  his  circum- 
ftanccs  wore  an  unfavourable  afpc£t,  the  jufUy 
dunks  furrendering,  when  fortune  fmlles  upon  her 
lover,  would  feem  mercenary. 

By  what  flie  drops,  we  perceive,  that  Sir  Charles, 
the  Colonel's  father,  was  attainted,  as  having  join- 
ed the  rebellion,  but  lately  pardoned  by  royal 
clemency ;  Rofetta  cautions  Fidelia  againfl  the 
wildnefi  of  her  brother,  which  draws  from  the  lat- 
ter a  declaration,  that  let  the  danger  be  what  it  may, 
I  he 
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fie  is  the  man  of  her  choice  \  here  Rofctta  archly' 
advifes  her  friend  to  many  Sir  Charles,  who,  it 
appeals,  has  Ih^n  a  particular  attachment  for  hcri 
fiiis,  however,  Fidelia  thinks  proceeds  mferely  from 
fib  humanity,  and  is  laughed  at  by  the  coquette 
~fot  her  gtavi  ideas. 

Juft  as  fhe  is  uttering  thefc  words,  **  What  a  fweet 
mama  ihaH  I  have  when  I  marry  the  Colonel," 
young  Belmont  and  that  gentleman  enter ;  the  for- 
mer repeats  his  fiftcr's  words,  which  the  Colonel 
Calls  lucky  ooes.  She  aims  at  giving  them  a  dif^ 
&rent  turn  -,  but  Fidelia  counteracts  the  defign,  and 
CQpfirms  them,  by  repeating  what  fhe  has  fald  con- 
cerning Sir  Charles;  and  having  her  for  a  mama,  " 
&c.  thus  the  grave  young  lady  indulges  her  mirth, 
while  her  gay  companion  is  cenfiderably  puzzled 
tow  to  turn  the  tables.  Belmont  keeps  up  the  fret, 
and  even  the  Colonel  feems  to  enjoy  it ;  at  lehgdi^ 
a  fervant  brings  i.  letter  which  relieves  her  j  it  ap- 
pears to  come  from  one  Mr.  Faddle,  whom  ihe 
fpeaks  c^  with  rapture  {  the  Colonel  leems  much 
ftruck,  and  (hewing  his  uncafinefs,  gives  her  an  op- 
portunity of  triumphing  in  turn,  which  Ifae  don 
by  reading  the  coxcomb's  froAy  epiftlt^  and  ^- 
ing  her  lover's  Opirtion  of  it. 

The  firft  aft  concludes  with  a  foliloquy  cX  veiy 
boyifh  import,and  the  couplet  is  remarkably  feeble  ; 
Sir  Rc^r  Belmont  and  Sir  Charles  Raymond  hc^ji 
Ae  fecohd  Z&.  \  complaints  are  uttered  againll  his 
Ion's  conduft  by  the  former,  which  the  latter  en- 
deavours to  mitigate  \  it  appears,  that  Sir  Roger's 
Oneafinefs  arifes  from  being  at  the  cxpencc  of  keep-" 
ing  Fidelia,  without  knowing,  whether  Ihe  has 
Sny  foitime  to  repay^  in  cafe  of  marriage  with  his 
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fbn ;  Sir  Charles  hints  that- a  lerious  corineftioh  is 
not  much  to  be  dreaded,  and  both  the  old  gentle- 
men appear  concerned  fof  the  prcfcrvaoon  of  Fi- 
delia's honour,  whofci  myfterious  fituation  is  fo  un- 
accountable :  to  clear  up  the  doubts  that  naturally 
■riie.  Sir  Charles  adviles  his  fnend  to  bring  young- 
BdoKHit,  as  Jbon  aa  poQible,  to  an  explanation 
rfwhom  the  young  lady"  really  is  i  Sir  Roger  fcring 
his  fon  approach,  icfolves  to  attack  him  on  thi* 
pobt. 

Tlie  young  gentleman  enters,  repeating  ibme 
npturoas  Unes  j  the  fathei'i  Upon  his  mentioning 
diattimcs  are  hard,  obfcrves,  that  he  ought,  as  ha 
GuardJMi,  to  improve  Fidelia's  money,  and  that 
f  good  ro^d  fum  may  be  dmmn  into  the  flocks 
to  adviuitage  i-  this  throws  the  young  gentleman  in- 
toconfufion,  and  occafions  a  very  UughaWe  fccne 
«f  equivocation  j  after  beaiiig  a  great  deal,  the 
(^  man  feems  to  conceive  masters  in  the  right  light, 
■Bd  gives,  at  his  going  c^,  an  intimation  which  ' 
fiartles  yoiJng  Belmont  -,  he  thinks  his  fiftw  concern- 
ed in  the  affair,  and  relblvea,  by  the  aid  of  Faddle, 
lb  out-plot  her  •,  Ihe  joins  him,  and  after  playing 
agieeaUy  through  fonie  fpeeches  upon  patience, 
the  definition  of  a  coquetu,  and  that  of  a  rake  oc-  ' 
Air,  which  are  '  both  pkafaatly  given ;  however, 
DC  think,  as  a  brother,  youi^  Belmont  explains 
luinletftoo  far. 

Seeing  the  Colonel,  he  goes  off,  and  leaves  him  ta 
a  tete-a-tete  with  the  young  lady^  this  ferious  fon^ 
ti  Man  addrefTing  his  miftre^  in  the  folemn  way^ 
flie  afks  him  if  he  is  a  rake ;  and  demanding  how 
he  would  behave  to  her  if  really  fuch  a  ctftra£t«r, 
the  Colonel  colle&s  unufual  fpirit ;  kiffes  her  hand, 
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and  breaths  a  glow  of  rapture*  which  (he  rccrivea 
ironicalljr,  and  thereby  draws  him  again  into  the 
ferious  mood,  nay  even  works  him  into  a  degree  of 
warm  rcfentment,  which  alfo  Ihe  treats  lightly. 

Juft  as  the  Colonel  is  fooled  to  the  top  of  his 
bent,  Faddle  appears,  and  immediately  feels  iwne 
cScGt  of  the  Colonel's  choler,  while  the  fitted 
Fop  is  in  conftemation  at  the  rough  treatment  he 
has  met,  young  Belmont  and  Fidelia  join  the  com* 
pany ;  this  gives  him  a  refpite,  and  by  degrees  he  is 
led  on  to  a  laughable  account  of  himfelf  and  his 
companions-,  however,  the  author  has  certainly 
^ven  him  too  much  of  this  whip  liUabub  fhiff*. 
A  fervant  whifpcring  Rofctta  that  dinner  is  ready* 
fhe  afks  the  gentlemen  to  partake,  but  Belmont 
having  engaged  Faddle  to  dine  at  a  tavern,  they 
remain  while  the  other  chara£lers  go  oS";  when  bf 
themlelves,  Belmont  .gives  Faddle  a  purfe,  t^ 
way  of  retdning  fee,  tx>  aflift  him  in  getting  Fide- 
lia out  of  his  father's  houle,  as  fhe  is  there  too 
fecure  fh}m  his  licentious  defi^ ;  he  owns  himfelf 
to  be  only  a  iiiftitious  guardian,  and  partly  opens  the 
manner  in  which  he  got  poJ&flion  of  her ;  Faddle^ 
who  fcems,  as  his  employer  obferves,  fit  for  any 
rafcality,  immediately  fug^efts  to  himlelf  a  method 
pf  throwing  the  family  into  fuch  confiifion  as  may 
anfwer  the  purpofe  i  pregnant  with  this  hopeful 
deGgn,  they  haftcn  off*  to  dinner  and  conclude  th^ 
fccond  a£k.    . 

At  the  beginning  of  the  third,  RofettaandFide^ 
lia  prefent  themfelves,  converljng  upon  the  fame 
fubjed:  that  employed  their  firft  fcene  ;  the  former 
infifts  that  cruelty,  of  feeming  cruelty  to  gallants, 
is  the  beft  treatment  of  themi  Fidelia  difiering 
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this  opinion,  a  pretty  and  pertinent  fong  is  intro- 
duced }  a  feiraot  brings  a  letter,  the  contents  of 
vhich  affeft  Rofetta  fo  ftrongly,  that  Ihe  ddires 
him  to  go  for  her  brother  and  Faddle  to  the  tavern 
where  they  dined.  Fidelia  requefts  to  be  a  par- 
taker of  her  friend's  concern,'  which,  after  fbme 
helitadon  is  granted,  by  fhewing  the  letter. 
'  Upon  perufing  it,  and  finding  herfelf  not  only 
rcprrfented  as  an  impofter  but  a  proftitiiie,  Fidelia's 
feelings  rife  to  a  tender  pitch,  and  Ihe  coniefles  hcr- 
'felf  not  what  the  fcroll  reprefents,  nor  what  flie  has 
been  thought.  Rofetta,  though  difegreeablc  doubts 
arife,  treats  her  with  cordial  gendltty,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  meflage  Faddle  comes  in,  and  is  tax- 
ed with  his  knowledge  of  the  fubjedt,  or  the  wri- 
ter of  that  letter ;  his  evafiohs  are  whimHcal  ■,  at 
lei^;th,  h^  owning  the  matter,  and  laying  fome 
imputation  on  Fidelia,  her  refentment  fo  far  gets 
the  better  of  her  delicacy,  that  Ihe  ftrikes  him; 
Rofetta  promifes  every  kind  of  proteftion,  if  he  can 
make  any  difcovery  in  which  the  honour  of  her  fa- 
mily is  concerned",  or  wifhes  him  poverty  and  con- 
tempt if  he  has  himfclf  any  part  in  trumping  up 
S>  illiberal  and  bafe  an  acci^ation. 

With  the  true  cfironary  of  a  villain,  he  treats 
-die  matter  lightly,  and  hurries  oflT,  leaving  it  totally 
unexplained  ■,  Rofetta,  agitated  with  doubt,  preffca 
Fidelia  to  open  the  affair  as  much  as  in  her  power  -, 
which  however  flie  declines,  through  delicacy  of 
a  promife  made  to  young  Belmont  that  (he  does  not 
chufe  to  break.  Coming  in  at  this  critical  point  of 
converfarion,  his  fifler  opens  the  matter,  ^ving 
him  the  letter;  wliich  he  rcprelents  as  the  oSspring  of 
icandal,  and  threatens  to  revenge  the  matter  on 
a  £  e  -^   Faddle  t 

U3l.z.llt,,COOglC 


sift      ThcpRAMATiC  CENSOR. 


.  Faddle  •,  as  he  nu^es  this  an  excule  ibr  gemug  o^ 
]f iddia  flops  hkn,  and  mentbns  that  Ihe  has  own- 

'  cd  herfdf  a  counterfeU,-  which  he  takes  umbrs^ 
^ ;  howeycr^  jhe  begs  of  him  to  clear  up  her  cha- 
rader  from  the  vile  and  groundlds  imput^on  o^ 
proftitudpn }  this  he  avoids  ia  a  very  ^urlilh  and 
ungcntlemanlike  manner. 

Af^  his  ^nipt  exitf  Rofetta  leaves  her  abufed 
friend  with  a  declaration,  that  {he  expe£ts  to  have 
ber  doubts  cleared,  before  lhe.-.can  afford  conti* 
nuaoce  of  that  cordial  efiecm  (he  has  hitherto  inapj- 
fetted  i  Fidelia,  in  a  Ihort  Iblikiquy,  laments  her 
perplexed  fituatbn,  and  goes  off^to  make  way  for 
her  treadicrous  gallant,  who  meditates  on  his  own 
rafcality,  and  views  it  in  the  proper  light,  yet  Teenis 
to  think  himfelf  poflefied  of  honour  above  lying, 
and  honefly  above  deceit ;  at  the  iame  time,  that 
bedoesnot  fhew  a  gleam  of  contrition,  but  even 
ccfolves  to  pprfue  his  fcandalous  purpole. 

In  a  fhort  cpnverfation  with  his  vicious  agoit. 
4hat  rhapfodical  fool  hints,  by  way  of  getting  a 
frefh  bribe,  quakns  of  confcience ;  after  fbme 
threats,  young  Belmont  promifes  another  purie,  if 
he  will  luring  him  word  what  pafles  between  Sir 
Charles  Raymond  and  Fidelia,  wlio  are  gone  into 
an  adjoining  chamber ;  this  Faddle  cheerfully  un- 
dertakes, and  his  employer  goes  to  the  Kiiig*s- 
arms  t!o  wait  for  his  intelligence. 

The  old  Baroiiet  and  young  lady  are  next  difco- 
vered,  in  conference  upon  the  letter  which  has  oc* 

-  cafioned  fo  much  uneaTmcfs  i  Sir  Charles  blames. 
Fidelia  for  too  much  refervc  with  Rofetta ;  flic  apo- 
logizes for  it  by  owning  her  regard  for  young  Bel- 
jDont,  whichlcals her  Ups:. Faddle,  true  tq  his  trufl^ 
*         .  appeaa 
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ifipears  IHteiUB^  and  whon  the  old  goitkman 
humanky  propgles  taking  Fidelia  under  his  prt^ec* 
tion,  if  Rofetu's  fufpicbns  fliould  make  the  Bel- 
uwnc  family  uneafy  »  her ;  he  catches  the  idea  of 
her  being,  as  he  phra&s  it^  «  bit  for  Sir  Charks, 
and  pofts  away  to  the  tavern  with  what  he  thinlu 
a  rare  bit  of  news.  Fidelia's  tears  draw  a  confola- 
tory  remark  frooi  rh&  Baronet,  that  he  hopes  fome-* 
thing  may  be  foon  done  for  her  relief  ^  and  Iho- 
ends  die  aSi  with  a  pretty  thought  relative  to  pati-  . 
cncc,  if  it  had  not  been  jingled  into  rhime. 

The  Colonel  and  Ro&tta  commence  the  fourth 
a£t^  he  renewing  his  addreflcs,  and  fhe  continuing 
ha  coquctrifh  rjdllery :  the  Colonel,  in  compliance 
with  his  miftreis's  dc&re,  ^ves  the  following  pretty 
and  juft  defcripdoif  of  matrimony.  "  To  fools, 
inad3m,it  is  the  jewel  of  ^fbp's  cock }  ki  the  mfe  a 
diamond  of  price  in  a  ikilful  hand  to  enrich  life  \  it 
is  happinefs  or  miJeiy,  as  minds  are  differently  diC- 
pofcd.  The  nccellary  requifitcs  are  love,  good 
^nlc,  aniT  good  breeding ;  the  firfb  to  unite,  the 
iecond  to  advife,  and  the  third  to  comply ;  if  you 
add  to  thefe  neatncls  and  a  competency,  beauty  will 
always  plcafc,  and  family  cares  become  agreeable  a* 
fnufcments." 

_Rofetta  animadverts  pleaJantly  upon  this  pi^re 
ctf  the  married  life,  and  ftill  dallies  with  the  amorous 
Colonel  J  at  laft,  Ihe  changes  the  difcourfc  to  Fide- 
lia, of  whom  the  fpeaks  in  a  friendly  manner  }  and 
tells  her  gallant,  that  if  he  hopes  to  make  love  fuc 
celsftilly,  it  muil:  be  by  endeavouring  to  clear  up 
the  perplexity  of  her  fair  friend,  then  propofes  ta 
vifithcr  with  him. 

Youo|^ 

u3i.z.iit>,Coogle 


»i4    The  DRAMATIC    CENSOR. 

Young  Belmont  and  Faddlc  prefent  themfdves, 
convcriing  upon  the  fuppofed  defigh  of  Sir  Charles, 
in  ofltring  Fidelia  apartments,  which  the  latter  de- 
clares to  be  with  a  Ticious  intention.  Seeing  the 
old  baronet  approach*  young  Belmont  retires,  and 
leaves  his  worthy  affiftantto  banter  him ;  for  which 
purpofe  he  addrefTes  Sir  Charles  with'  all  the  fami- 
liarity of  an  unblufliing  coxcomb,  offers  his  fervice, 
but  fneeringly  obferves,  that  old  poachers  hunt  iurej 
with  other  impertinent  remarks,  which  the  baronet 
feems  not  to  underlland,  till  he  draws  Faddle  into  a 
repetition  of  his  own  words,  concerning  the  apart- 
ments, and  Fidelia's  acknowledgment  for  die  pro- 
pofed  favour.  Roufed  by  his  infolent  ribaldry  and 
fcandalous  infmuation.  Sir  Charles  fhuts  the  doOT ; 
this  alarms  the  confclous  fcoundrel,  who,  after  two 
or  three  hearty  fliakes  by  the  collar,  firft  confefles 
that  he  did  lillen,  and  next  acknowledges  his  havii^ 
forged,  with  young  Belmont's  connivance,  the  ano- 
nymous letter  which  has  caufed  fo  much  pain  and 
confufion.  Having  thus  made  the  difcovery  he 
wanted,  Sir  Charles  difmifles  the  parafite,  mth  a 
moft  excellent  lecture  j  fo  defcriptive  of  fuch  rep- 
tiles, and  fo  pregnant  with  inftruftive  truth,  that  we 
b^  leave  to  offer  it  our  readers. 

'*  Thy  life  is  a  dilgrace  to  humanity ;  a  foolifli 
prodigality  makes  thee  needy  \  need  makes  thee  vi- 
cious, and  both  make  thee  contemptible  j  thy  wit  is 
proftituted  to  flander  and  buffoonery  ;  and  thy  judg- 
ment, if  thou  haft  any,  to  meannefs  and  vilify. 
Thy  betters,  who  laugh  with  thee,  laugh  at  thee  \ 
and  who  are  they  ?  the  fools  of  quality  at  court, 
and  thofe  who  ape  them  in  the  city  ;  the  varieties  of 
.thy  life,  are  pitiful  rewards  and  painful  abufes  ;  for 
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the  fame  crick  that  gets  thee  a  guinea  to-day,  Aiall 
get  thee  beaten  out  of  doors  to-morrow  i  thofe  who 
carets  thee  are  enemies  to  themfelves,  and  when  they 
know  it  vnH  be  enemies  to  thee ;  in  thy  diltrelles 
they'll  deferc  thee,  and  leave  thee  at  laft  to  fmk  in 
thy  poverty,  unregarded  and  unpitied  j  if  thou 
canft  be  wife,  think  of  me,  and  be  honeft." 

Faddle„thus  feverely  catechifed,  feels  himfelf  in 
afrelh  dilemmg,  upon  the  approach  of  young  Bel- 
mont i  'however,  having  cleared  himlelf  of  one 
fciape  by  telling  of  truth,  he  determines  to  efcape 
another,  by  means  of  lying  heartily.  To  this  end 
he  tells  young  Belmont,  that  Sir  Charles  has  made 
him  a  confidante,  but  the  afleruon  is  deemed  apo- 
cryphal Seeing  Sir  Charles  returning  he  decamps, 
prudendy  rcfolving  never  to  let  hb  foot  in  the  houlc 
again. 

The  baronet  comes '  on  with  a  fervant,  who  has 
delivered  him  a  letter,  purporting,  that  if  the  inrereft 
of  his  family  be  dear  to  him,  it  is  eflentially  necef- 
lary  that  he  fliould  attend  the  bearer  of  the  letter ; 
this  extraordinary  fummons  ftartles  him,  but  howe- 
ver important,  he  fays  there  is  another  concern  that 
mufl:  precede  it.  Here  young  Belmont  alking  what 
news.  Sir  Charles  attacks  him  in  an  emphatic  (train  . 
of  fpirited  reproach,  for  his  defign  upon  Fidelia, 
which  he  only  anlwers  by  recrimination  i  and  the 
baronet's  noble,  diilnterefted  fentiments,  place  Bel- 
mont's equivocation  and  falfe  fire  in  a  contemptible 
light ;  even  his  challenge  b  foiled  with  difgrace,  by 
the  old  gendcman's  unanfwerable  method  of  treat- 
ii^  it.  Being  told  of  Faddle's  difcovery,  he  tokes 
Ihame  to  himfclf  with  a  tolerable  grace,  and  appears 
ready  tb  make  any  reparadon.    Sir  Charles  defires 
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him  to  undeceive  his  lifter,  uid  then  gOes  to  the 
bearer  of  the  letter.  "When  alone,  Belmont  takes  a 
juft  view  of  his  proceedings,  which  he  finds  as  wedt 
as  they  have  been  defpicaWe  j  and  feels  pcrplewty 
rife  fo  fatl,  that  he  refoFves  to  fiy  upon  the  wings  rf 
penitence  to  injured  Fidelia,  and  feek  from  her  advicft 
that  peace  of  mind  he  caraiot  ftrifce  out  for  Mmfelf. 

At  the  banning  of  the  fifth  aft.  Sir  Roger  Bel- 
mont enters,  confiderably  flattered  with  a  letter  be 
hatf  received  *,  which  letter^  from  a  pretended  guar- 
dian of  Fidelia's,  threatning  a  law-fuit  for'ftealing 
her,  he  (hews  to  Sir  Charles  in  great  anxiety,  and  de- 
termines that  {he  Ihall  be  packed  off  immediacely  ; 
but  this  hafty  tcfolution  his  fiiiend  difluades  htm 
from,  and  they  retire  to  confult  upon  the  matter. 

Young  Betmont,  in  the  next  fcene,  receives  fbme 
very  juft  and  keen  reproaches  from  Fidelia,  for  the 
bafe  treatment  fhe  has  receivtd  frc»n  him  ;  he  pleads 
hard  to  obtain  fbrgivenels,  yet,  diough  a-  vtolenctf 
to  her  love,  which  fhe  candidly  acknowledges,  (he 
&otds  him  at  a  diftance.  Thus  prefGsl  in  his  feel- 
ings, he  offers  mzrra^.,  but  diis  alfo,  on  a  generous 
principle,  ftie  declines.  Rofetta  here  joins  them^ 
roll  of  the  intelligence  that  Fidelia  has  been  fbolen 
by  her  brother,  and  that  her  guardian  is  at  hand  to 
demand  fatlsfeftbn.  This,  young  Belmont  receive*  • 
as  a  pleafing  piece  of  information ;  he  is  going  to 
explwn  the-ftory  of  Fidelia,  wbeh  Sir  Rc^cr,  Sir 
Charles,  the  Colonel,  and  VilUapd  enter,-  the  latte* 
of  whom  is  informed,  that  if  he  claims  the  lady,  and 
makes  good  his  claim,  fhe  Ihall  be  trftored  withofit 
any  hefitation. 

He  afTerts  her  to  be  his  watd,  and  that  Ihe  wa» 

ftolqi  by  violence  from  him  by  Belmont.     His 

ptooft 
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k-tfw. 

'proo»  [ 


Q»  being  demanded^  he  evades  the  point,  and 
lays,  they  IhaH  be  produced  in  a  court  of  law.  Fi* 
delia  isjben  queffioned,  who,-after  his  accufatibnt 
have  beoi  heard,  draws  a  pathetic  pidhipe  of  Vil* 
liard's  brutal  attempt,  which  Mr.  Bclmoat,  by  mere 
accident,  faved  her  firom. 

The  drcumltance  of,  having  relieved  diftrefled 
innocence,  gives  Sir  Rc^cr  a  generous  feeling  of 
p^kr  his  foa's  humane,  gallant  interpofltlon.  Vil" 
liard,-finding  no  probabihty  of  fuccefs  by  ftaying, 
■  goes  off,  w,ith  warm  threats.  Rofetta  afking  who 
ne  anonymous  fcroll,  written  by  Faddle,  came  from, 
her  brother  frankly  owns  he  had  a'  hand  in  it ;  and, 
by  way  of  reparation,  ofifers'to  take  the  young  lady 
for  }i£c :  here  Sir  Roger's  love  of  money  cuts  off 
ias  confcnt;  This  draws  a  mod  generous  proposal 
'&>m  Colonel  Raymond,  which  is  to  take  -Rofetta 
without  a  fortune,  fp  her*s  may  be  beftowed  on  Fi- 
^dx£i.  ■  While  matters  remain  dubious,  and  a  good 
deal  (^delicacy  is  manifefted  on  all  fides.  Sir  Charles 
&ps  in,  and  declares,  that  he  will  make  Fidelia  e- 
qual  to  Sir  Reiser's  utmoft  wilh,  in  point  of  pro- 
perty i  and,  in  a  few-Knes  after,  with  a  melting  flaw 
of  paternal  tendernds,  declares  her  to  be  his  daugh- 
ter. The.  general  aftonifhment  arifrng  from  this 
nnotpeiSted  difcoveryi  be  removes  by  the  following 
c^Unadon  :  That  at  the  time  of  his  banilhmene, 
helcit  this  daughter,  an  infant,  to  the  care  of  a  wo- 
man, who,  to  fecure  fome  jewds,  made  the  child 
believe  Ihe  was  a  Foundling,  and  changed  her  name 
of  Harriet  to  Fidelia,  that  at  twelve  years  old  Ihe 
fold  her  to  VilliarJ  ;  that  being  fcized  with  fudden 
illnefs,  and  having  heard  of  Sir  Charles's  return,  Ihe 
had  Tent  for  him,  and  fix»n  apprehenfions  of  death, 
•  Vol.  11.  Ff  con- 
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COD&flied  tne  whok  ;  thereby  proviog  the  idendky 
of  d  child,  which,  duiit^  his  ndk,  fiic  lent  him 
.  word  was  dead.  Matters  brought  to  thu^reealde 
crilis,  all  parties  are  made  happy ;  the  tm  youog 
couple,  by  interchange  of  hands,  and  the  old  baro- 
nets, by  feeing  their  cluldrcn  united  according  to 
mutual  indinatiooSt 

Young  BcUoont  concludes  the  play  with  a  very 
apt  dedu£tton  from  his  own  mifcondu^,  and  a  leit- 
fible  remark— would  it  had  not  been  made  in  rhitne- 
that  libertiniiin  preys  upon  that  bcaudiul,  weak 
part  of  the  creation,  which  it  is  man's  natural  pro* 
.  vince  to  defend. 

The  piece  now  coolidered,  has  proved  a  very  »- 
gr^efdsle  fubjcA  ibr  criticifm,  faavmg  much  to  praiC:, 
and  little  to  cenfure  i  ibr  however  pcrfons  who  fec^ 
and  fhtink  at,  the  touch  of  our  rod,  may  think  we 
tend  to  feverity,  it  is  an  imdoubtedfa^  that  we  are 
infinitely  better  pleafed  to  point  out  merit  than  de- 
ficiencies, in  both  writing  and  performance. 

It  has  been  laid  that  this  play  was  evidently  bor- 
rowed from  the  Conscious  Lovers,  but  we  can 
perceive  no  Uriking  fimilitude  to  authorife  that  opi- 
nion; the  difcovery  of  a  daughter  in  each,  is  not 
fufHcienc  to  fupport  the  remark ;  there  is  indeed 
Xome  iikenefs  between  Fideha  and  Indiana,  but  all 
the  other  charaflrrs  differ  eflentially. 

In  the  Foundling,  criucal  unities  are  well  pie- 
ferved,  and  the  plot  lays  proper  hold  of  fuTpence 
an3  attention ;  there  are  no  make-lhift  fcxnes,  nor 
any  that  are  tedious  -,  feveral  excellent. 

Sir  Roger  Belmont  has  nothing  peculiar  to  mark 
him,  and  may  be  called  a  good  kind  (^  an  old  fel- 
low }  only  a  little  tainted  with  the  love  of  money. 

If 
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If  (he  sudior  had  done  half  as  much  in  writing  the 
part,  as  Mr.  Yates  did  in  afting  it.  Sir  Riiger 
would  have  been  as  conTpicuous  as  any  man  in  du; 
piece.  Mr.  Lori,  to  thofe  who  have  not  feen  the 
forcmentioned  gentleman,  may  paTs  very  well. 

Sir  Charles  Raymond  is  an  object  of  great  efteem, 
his  tender  concern  for  Fidelia,  before  he  knows  any 
fnore  of  her  than  that  Ihe  is  young,  beautiful  and  in 
dangerous  hands,  recommends  him  much  t  the 
manner  of  chaftifing  bodi  Faddle  and  Belmont,  on 
ber  account,  does  equal  honour  to  his  juftice,  his 
humanity,  his  fpirit,  and  his  good  fenfe.  Tho'  we 
never  admired  Mr.  Barky  in  profe  dialogue,  yet  it 
would  be  very  injurious  not  to  allow,  that  where  the 
pan  maietiaUy  called  upon  him,  he  powerfully  an- 
fircred.  In  the  fourth  aft,  he  fupported  the  cha- 
ra&cr  with  emphatic  dignity ;  in  the  laft,  with  melt- 
ii^  tendemefs ;  we  doot  recollcA  any  body  who 
could  have  been  better,  Mr.  Berry  was  heavy,  un- 
graceful, and  out  of  charaAer :  Mr.  Bannister 
has  no  expreflion  of  foft  feelings,  but  fpeaks  the 
finir  firft  a£ts  very  well,  and  figures  the  part  agreea- 
bly. Mr.  Powell  had  requifites  to  render  Sir 
Charles  Raymond  very  pleafing  i  and  Mr.  Red- 
msH  would  do  him  more  juftice  than  any  other  part 
in  the  play. 

Young  Belmont  is  very  cenfurable  as  a  man  i  he 
does  the  meaneft  things,  even  under  ielf-convidUon, 
with  no  othei*  plea  of  excufe  than  the  pitiful  one, 
diat  his  appetites  drive  him  on  ;  had  he  rufhed  up- 
on vice,  without  giving  himfelf  time  to  think,  he 
would  have  been  more  bearable  j  a  fpccularive  li- 
bertine is  the  moll  dangerous,  and  moll:  incurable. 
His  refcuing  Fidelia  muft  be  ronlidered  as  an  aftion 
Ffa  of 
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of  ffuric,  and  yet  by  his  behaviour  afterwards,  it  is 
little  more  than  a  lion  faving  a  lamb  &cHn  the  wolf, 
that  he  may  devour  it  himielf.  As  a  chara&er  i<3f 
flAion,  thcauthor  moft  undoubtedly  meant  him  ^ 
pital  i  yet,  excepting  the  firft  fcene,  and  that  yrith 
his  father,  which  we-  allow  truly  plealant  i  and  that 
with  Sir  Charles,  where  he  is  little  better  thui  a  foil 
to  the  baronet,  he  has  nothing  to  fay  wonh  notice  i 
luid  then  he  is  placed  in  fuch  a  difgraccful  ligh^ 
that  we  rannot  think  himvery  defirablefbrana£tor 
of  merit ;  however,  Mr.  Garrick's  peculuf  qua- 
lifications, and  happy  vfe  of  thnn,  added  amazing 
fpirit  to  the  piece  i  giving  young  Belmont  much 
more  confequence  than  can  well  be  imagined. 

Mr.  Lbk  is  very  pleafing  and  charaftcriflic  in  this 
part,  though  rendered  worfe  widiin  fome  late  years 
by  fhidied  improvements„than'bc  was  when  he  took 
lels  pains.  Mr.  Ross,  and  this  gentleman,  are 
a  ftriking  contrafte  j  the  former,  by  n^ligencc,  un- 
poverilhes  good  natural  talents,  and  the  latter,  by  a 
laborious,  theatrical  mechanifm,  impairs  very  agree- 
'  able  qualifications.  Mr.  Reddish  spears  to  very 
great  difadvantagc  in  this  part,  he  has  nothing  of  the 
requilite  volubility ;  Mr,  King  Ihould  certainly  do 
it,  if  pubjic  fatisfadUon  is  in  any  {ha^  worthy  m^ 
negcrical  conCdcration  ,  a  point  we  have  much  rca> 
jbn  to  doubt  of  late. 

Colonel  Raymond  is  a  butt  of  ridicule,  a  mere 
cypher  in  aftion  i  Mr.  Havard  did  him  originally, 
as  well  as  ever  he  has  been  done  fince,  and  there  ii 
nothing  in  him  beyond  the  power  of  Mr.  Pacrbk.  • 

Faddle  is  a  thorough-paced  reptile,   ready  to 

tran&ft  any  mean  buGnefs  for  a  bribe  ^  and,  under 

the  appearance  of  rhapfodical  foppery,  a  defigoiiig 

knafe. 
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kiUTC.  Several  parages  of  this  part  verc  origi- 
oally  irpuBedr  and  wc  think  with  great  juflice,  fora 
great  deal  of  what  he  (ays  in  his  firfi;.fcene  is  frothy, 
fiqwrfiiXHu  and  low ;  we  think  hb  getting  off  with- 
out any  other  Ch^ftifement  than  what  Sir  Charks 
g^  hkn,  is  rather  lacrificing  poetical  juftice. 

Mr.  Macklin,  who  never  had,  in  voice,  figure; 
tr  features,  much  capability  for  the  fop  caft,.yet 
^ck  out  fome  things  in  Faddle,  which  we  have 
not  feen  any  body  equal  y  particularly  marking  eho 
ot^ujousknaTeall through.'  After  allomng  thus 
much,  we  are  .willing  to  pronounce  Mr.  Dodo  better 
than  any  other  pgrf^jrinerwe  remember. 

R(^etta  b  a  moft  agreeable  coquette,  fenfible,  and 
full  of  vivacity  ;  tinctured  with  harmlels  inconftan- 
cy  and  paidonablc  pride  ;'  her  notions  areconfonant 
to^'gay  life,  florid  youth,  and  a  flighty  imaginati- 
on i  if  jhe  does  not  manifeft  abfolute  wit;  Aie  yec 
may  be  allowed  a  biiUiance  of  idea,  and  fprightUneis 
offxpreffion.  The  part  was  undoubtedly  conceived 
for  Mrs.  Woffington,  and  Qie  -did  it  particular 
juftice  i  nor  flioqld  we  wonder,  fince  the  el^anc^ 
the  notions  of  love,'and  the  vanity  of  admiration 
from  gallants,  which  are  united  in  Roietta,  were 
natural  to  that  lady  ;  fo  that  here  Ihe  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  looking,  walking,  and  fpeaking  her  own 
charader.  Notwithftanding  our  general  veneration 
for  Mrs.  Pritchakd,  we  cannot  place  hc{  upon  a 
level  whh  thc_;V  ne/e  jaoy  of  Mrs.  Woffington,  in 
diis  part.  Mifs  Pope  falls  inconceivably  beloV 
both.  Where, oh  drowfy  or  partial  managers!  is 
Mrs.  Abikgton,  who  has  fo  much  of  the  pleafing 
and  el^ant  original  about  her. 

I  FideUa's 
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Fidelia's  circumftances  {rface  her  in  a  very  par- 
dcular  d^;rQe  of  dfimation ;  her  princif^  are  un- 
exceptionable, and  her  ccHiduA'ftfudent  i  we  ptj 
her  critical  fituatioti,  and  rgdce  at  the  difcovcry 
which '  eftablilhes  her  happinel^.  That  de&ate 
foftnelf  and  pathos  which  diflii^i(h  this  charader, 
.  {at  mth  much  eafe  upon  Mn.  Cibber  ;  at  ptefent, 
Mrs.  Baddelby  fupports  it  with  Tcry  ^;Tce^Ie  ca- 
pability, and  is  by  far  the  iikA  adequate  peifMiDa 
in  the  piece. 

If  this  play  muft  be  canpand  with  the  Con- 
scious LovBRs,  we  readily  admit  it  to  the  fecood 
place;  but  take  it  in  a  feparatc  view,  andicde^rves 
ctHifideraUe  pmle.  It  ^leaks  Jo  feelmg^  to  our 
paflions,  fo  chaftcly  to  our  ideas,  and  fo  inftruflrre* 
ly  to  our  fenfe,  that  wc  wifli  it  <^tea  wdl  performed 
on  the  ftage,  and  a  cordial  reception  in  the  do&t. 
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The    EARL   of    ESSEX 

A  TfcAoiDY,  by  Mr.  Jones. 


OO  inteitfting  has  the  ftory  of  Efloc  been  con- 
fidercd,  at  leaft  fo  advantageous  a  light  has  Banks, 
who  fiift  wrott  upon  the  fubjcit,  placed  it  in,  that 
there  have  been  no  lefs  than  three  plays  ftnick  ouc 
upon  his  plan ;  we  have  chofen  that  by  Mr.  Jones, 
as  being  in  polTefllon  of  the  ftage,  and,  in  many 
refpc^b,  the  befl:  conapofition ;  though  produced 
by  a  man  whole  whole  dependance  was  on  natural 
genius,  of  which  he  gave  fevcral  ftrong  proofs, 
and  might  have  fumiihed  mtH'e,  bad  his  condufb 
any  way  coincided  with  his  talents ;  but  like  many 
other  unhappy  Tons  of  the  mufe,  his  life  was  a  dif- 
grace  to  his  writings,  and  though 'his  capacity 
gained  him  many  friends,  the  turbulence  and  in- 
gratitude of  his  temper,  prevented,  him  from  ever 
keeping  one;  but  lus  work  being  more  properly 
the  ohge£l  of  our  concern,  we'll  proceed  to  that, 
without  further  comment  on  Its  imprudent  au- 
thor, 

Burleigh,  the  leading  ^nd  very  able  minifter  of 
Eliza' s  reign,  begins  thb  piece  with  acqu^nting 
Rakigh  that  a  bill  to  clip  the  wings  of  £frcx*8 
ambidoR  has  pafled ;  he  alks  for  coroborating 
proofs,  which  Sir  Walter  fays  are  arrived  j  fuch 
as  his  making  a  private  treaty  with  Tyrone,  and 
the  Scots  King,  calculated  to  ruin  Burleigh  in  his 
Miftrcfs's  opinion. 

Waiy 
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'Wary  Cecil  dcfircs  that  this  pleafing  piece  of 
Intelligence  may  be  kept,  like  a  battery  concealed, 
to  play  upon  the  enemy  by  furprifc  ;  a  meffengcr 
announcing  the  ^proach  of  Lady  Nottinghain, 
Burleigh  confidcrs  what  her  biifinds  may  be,  ai 
knowing  her  to  have  a  partial  regard  for  Eflez-, 
he  prepares  a'gainft  any  artifice  Ibe  may  ufe  ia  tbtf 
peer's  favour,  and  diipatchcs  Raleigh  to  watch 
the  motions  of  Southampton  and  his  friends,  ob- 
ferving,  that  as  a  leader  of  fadion,  he  muft  be  ta- 
ken care  of.  After  feme  compliments  from  Not- 
tingham, on  his  great  abilities  as  a  ftacefman,  Cex^ 
is  acquainted  by  her  that  flie  has  rcnouoced  F-flcr  i 
fhe  acknowledges  having  heretofore  joined  with 
him  in  his  dcfigns  againft  the  minifter,  but  now 
determines  to  counteract  thofe  defigns,  which  a 
blind  paflion  for  ElTex  made  her  promoK  i  as  her 
re&ntment  arifcs  from  a  flight  thromi  od  her 
charms,  Burleigh  with  great  addrds  improves  her 
indignation,  by  mentioning  the  preference  ^ven  n 
'  Rutland,  even- lb  far  as  their  being  united  by  a  £&• 
cret  mirri;^  before  the  Earl's  letting  off  fbr  Iro- 
Lind. 

This  intelligence,  like  oil  on  flannes,  dirows  die 
Countefs's  temper  intd  a  blaze,  and  (he  eicecratcs 
them  in  terms  which  we  think  too  grofs  for  her  rank, 
though  moved  by  jealoufy.  Upon  Burleigh's  pn>- 
poling  to  work  him  out  of  royal  favour,  the  only 
bar  to  his  ruin,  jhe  gladly  accepts  the  office  of  im- 
bitttringhis  royal  miftrefs  againft  him,  and  goes 
off  fully  determined  to  try  every  method  for  c&&- 
.ing,  not  only  his  fall  but  death.  Here  Raleigh 
enters,  and  fpeaks  of  Southampton's  approach.  ' 
That 
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ktrUfEffir. 

That  Earl,  in  the  full  g^ow  of  friendly  refent- 
mcn^  accufcs  Burleigh  of  putting  in  pradice  yii- 
iquitous  meafuresi  for  the  deftmftion  of  a  worthy- 
man  and  a  good  fubjcA  ;  the  politician  ftands  hts 
wann  reproaches  with  very  prudent  coolnels,  and 
alTcrts  his  own  good  intentions  with  confidence  j 
throwing  out  an  infinuation  that  too  violent  an  at- 
tachment to  ElTex's  caufe  may  involve  the  hardy 
friend  in  his  fall.  This  oblique  threat  Southamp- 
Wn  treats  with  contempt,  and  mentions  how  inef- 
fectually malice  mull  labour  to  tear  the  wreaths 
of  honour  from  Eflcx*s  browj  this  brings  the 
conference  to  an  end,  and  Cecil  goes  off  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  queen  fhall  judge  of  their  debate  k 
Soutliampton,  after  a  warm  efHifidn  of  fnend- 
&api  in  foliloquy,  follows  him  to  the  royal  pre- 
fence.  ' 

Queen  Elizabeth,  featcd  on  her  throne,  exprefies 
difplcafurc  at  the  bill  of  impeachment  pafled  agdnft 
E^kx,  without  her  privity  or  confent  i  upon  this 
point  (be  fpeaks  warmly  co  Cecil,  charging  him 
vith  it ;  this  he  evades,  but  con&fles  a  concur- 
fence  of  opinion  with  parliament.  While  her 
Majclly  is  on  the  fret,  Southampton  enters,  to 
4hom  (he  Ihews  what  Ihe  calls  the  bafe  portrait  of 
ElTcx  i  this  grres  him  a  fair  tuning  for  the  de* 
fence  of  his  friend,  which  he  undertakes,  by  paint- 
ing in  nervous  terms  his  innocence  and  loyalty* 
After  a  general  reproof  concerning  die  bill,  the 
Queen  difmiffes  all  but  Burleigh,  to  whom  flie 
£^ves  an  order  for  fupprefiing  It :  he  b^  the 
Queen  to  confider  how  unpopular  fuck  a  ftep 
would  be,  and  mentions  proofs-,  however,  flu 
will  hear  nothing  that  way,  and  with  an  amiable 
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d^ree  of  generous  jultice,  declares  accufatiom 
muft  ceafe,  till  he  can  make  a  perfonal  defenciq^ 
After  Buricigh  goes  off,  Elizabeth  exprelTcs  her 
good  opinion  of  Effex,  though.ftie  knows  his  weak- 
nc&  :  a  hint  is  dropped  of  the  place  he  has  in  her 
heart ;  (he  feems  to  view  Burleigh  m  the  right,  light. 
And  concludes  the  fiift  aft,  mth  determining  to. 
Ihtetd  Eflcx  againft  his  fraudful  machinations. 

Cecil,  at  the  b^inning  of  the  lecond  a&,  con- 
felfts  to  Raleigh,  that  the  uncxpedled  return  of 
EHex  rather  confules  him;  however,  he  fends  for 
Noltbgham,,  and  dettrmines  to  alarm  theQuectt» 
9S  much  as  polllble  i  finding  aS^irs  brought  to  this, 
cridcal  fituation,  that  Eilex  or  he  muft.be  facri- 
ficed.  The  queen  upon  her  entrance,  exprcflcs 
much  furprife,  that  her  favourite  fhould  return  frcsn  - 
his  command  in  Ireland  without  leaVc;  finding  her 
temper  wanned,  and  therefore  in  Ibme  meafure  fit-- 
ted  to  receive  an  unfavourable  impreflion  of  Eflcr», 
Burleigh  menrions,  the  fecrct  treaty  with  Tyrone  and 
the  Scots  King,  tending,  through  the  afUftance  of 
Eflex  and  his  friends,  to  attack  even  her  nanve- 
life;  at  firft,  'Jhe  doubts  this  ftrange  aflation». 
but  upon  coiifidering  fo  great  a  breach  of  duty  in. 
her  general,  as  to  leave  his  command  without  any 
authority  but  his  own  will ;  (he  collects  all  the  dig- 
nity of  ilation,  and  orders  the  culprit  mto  her  prc^ 
fence. 

After  an  introductory  addrcTs  of  S6utHainpton*Sy. 
the  Earl  of  ElTex  appears,  and,  with  a  beccnn- 
ii^  degree  of  humiliation,  addrefles  his  Ibvcrrign,, 
and  apologizes  for'  his  conduct,  by.  alled^ng,  thac 
bethought  it  proper,  ip  perfon,  to  oppofe  fcandali 
and  the  undermining  efforts  of  envyj  the  C^ecru 
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*does  not  ieem  to  confider  this  exculpation  as  he  could 

fifii,  and  juftlyoblenres,  that  the  glow  of  language 
,  in  his  cafe,  but  pf  little  ufe  \  that  having  appcal- 
•cd  from  her  to  the  laws,  he  mult  abide  by  the 
laws. 

Aiter  Elizabeth  and  her  courtiers  are  retired, 
£ffinc  ruminates,  in  foliloquy,  upon  the  ill  return 
■his  martial  dangers  and  fatigues  meetst  he  deter- 
mines to  Hand  the  fliook  of  advcrfity  with  refo- 
■lution,  fecmingto  think 'his  ruin -inevitable.  South- 
-ampton  returns,  and  tells  his.  fiicnd,  chat  the 
•  Queen's  difpleafure,  cherilhed  by  Lord  Burleigh, 
increafesi  the  ficklenels  (^  courts  E&x -fecms  to 
•defpife,  and  dcOres,  -as  a  more  material  concerfi  than 
.Jiis  polidcal  affairs,  to  be  led  where  he  m^  feehis 
mourning^  lady  \  <his  he  is  warned  againft,  as  a  dan- 
gerous Hep,  it  being  necellary  that  their  marriage 
at  this  particular  junfhire,  fhould  be  concealed. 
Burleigh,  by  the  Queen's  command,  demands 
.  £flex's  ftaff  bf  office^  this -inflames  him  >to  utter  . 
Jutiih  terms  againft  his  undermining  foe,  and  he  de- 
clares, that  having  <fTom  her  own  hand  received  it, 
fto  her  aloneheirill  ^refign.it.  Southampton  goes 
once  ^ain  upon  the  bufinefs  of  interceflion  to  fof- 
■cen  the  Queen,  and  leaves  his  friend  ftill  further  to 
conGder  die  inftability  of  human  greatnels ;  this 
ibliloquy  has  confiderable  merit,  the  imagery  is 
agreeable  .and  itciking,  wichput  any  ftrain  of  con- 
■ception. 

Rutland  with  all  the  joy  and  tendemcfi  of  an 
-afieAionate  wife,  here  flies  into  her  hufband's  arms,' 
who^  for  a  ntoment,  forgns  his  fallen  fUte  \  and, 
when  he  recolledts  it,  refolves  to  fly  from  counly 
angratitude  to  the  fweets  of  rctircnient,  with  his  be- 
G  g  2  loved 
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loved  objeft.  Rutland  obfcrving  the  danger  they 
ftand  in  of  a  difcovery,  being  in  one  of  the  Queen's 
apartments,  EfTex  leads  her  off,  with  the  plrafing  idea 
of  calm  content,  when  feparated  from  the  houfc  of 
greatnefs,  where  honefty  and  plain  dealing  are  for- 
bidden ihelter. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  third  aft,  Nottingham 
meets  Burleigh,  and  enquires  what  occurred,  afieF 
the  Earl!s  audience  of  the  Queen  :  this  Burfeigh 
relates,  fignifying,  that  her  majcfty  was  highly  dif- 
pleafed  at  his  refufal  to  return  the  ftafi*  of  office,  in 
compliance  mth  her  poQtive  mandate ;  that  her  paf* 
iion  went  fo  far  as  to  threaten  him  with  death ;  then 
foftened  into  a  rccoUeftion  of  his  many  fhining  qua- 
lities, and  turned  reproach  on  Cecil,  for  dnvii^  him, 
as  (he  fuppofed,  to  fuch  extremes ;  however,  that 
after  many  changes  for  and  againft,  fhe  had  ordered 
EfTex  to  the  Tower  ;  but,  in  conglufion,  command- 
ed him  to  be  brought  into  her  prefence.  A  meff^ 
coming  to  Nottingham  from  the  Queen,  defirii^ 
her  attendance  in  the  royal  clofet,  Burleigh  fu^efo, 
that  it  is  to  confult  her  concerning  Effex,  and  urges 
her  to  make  the  moft  of  fo  favourable  an  opportu- 
nity, of  ftirring  majefly  to  more  effential  referitment. 

The  Queen,  difcovered  in  foliloquy,  feems  deep- 
ly concerned  for  Eflex's  weaknefs  of  temperj  which, 
with  the  artifice  of  his  foes,  places  him  in  fuch  a  pe- 
rilous, and  pitiable  fituacion  ;  ber  pride  appears 
hurt  at  his  refiftance,  but  love  foftcns  that,  pride  in- 
to compaffion.  Here  Nottingham,  pregnant  with 
alt  the  fatal  malevotence  of  jealouly,  approaches 
Elizabeth,  who  tells  her  of  Effex's  contemptuous 
beliaviour ;  at  which,  to  cover  her  purpofe  the  bct- 
{er,  file  Jireius  furpriied  ;  but,  as  the  conference 
proceeds, 
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proceeds,  ftirs  up  the  flame  againft  him  fo  far,  that 
the  Queen  perceives  ■  a  dsfign  of  urging  fevcrity, 
ffhicli  fhe  checks,  and  defires  Nottingham  to  fend 
Rutland  ;  then  ruminates  on  the  painful  ftate  of 
ibliiary  grandeur,  which,  wanting  the  free,  comfort- 
able communication  of  fecial  equality,  is  forced  ta 
bear  its  griefs  and  anxieties  alone. 

When  Rutland  appears,  Elizabeth  aflcs  her  opi-. 
nion  and  counfel,  refpeAing  Effcx :  the  Countefs 
aflcrts,  that  his  faults  are  created  by  envy,  that  they 
have  no  real  exigence  ;  and  fpcaks  of  Eflcx  in  fuch 
terms,  that  the  Queen,  with  caglc-eycd  jealoufy, 
which  however  fiie  conceals  for  fome  time,  perceives 
herpartial  regard  for  the  Eafl :  at  length,  Rutland's 
zeal  goes  fo  far,  that  her  royal  tniftrels  difmij^  her 
the  prefence. 

Eflex,  conduced  by  Burleigh  and  others,  prefents 
himfelf,  while  the  Queen  is  a^tatcd  :  Ihe  demands 
why  he  refiifed  to  yield  his  ftaff ;  to  this  he  replies, 
that  it  was  his  wifli  to  lay  his  honours  at  the  feet  of 
her  who  had  conferred  them :  on  being  charged  with 
a  felf-fufficiency  of  fpeech,  he  pays  himfelf  fome 
compliments,  which  no  degree  of  provocatioa  would 
draw  from  a  man  of  real  fonfe.  At  the  charge  of 
making  a  Ihamefial  compromife  with  rebels,  ElTex  • 
feems  to  think  his  life  levelled  at  j  however,  as  an 
exculpation,  he  aflerts  having  been  inverted  with 
difcrctionary  power,  and  obferves,  that  the  circum- 
ftaijce  of  affairs  obliged  him  to  ufe  that  power  as  he 
had  done.  This  defence  he  makes  in  terms  that  we 
think  highly  provocative,  and  therefore  applaud  the 
Queen?s  refentment,  till  fhe  degrades  her  rank  and 
fex,  by  ftriking  him.  This,  we  naturally  fuppofe, 
roufcs  his  impetuous  temper  ftill  more  j  however, 

his 
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his  fury  vents  ttfelf  only  agunft  the  court  toola, 
•whom  he  violently  threatens.  After  the  Queen'i 
•departure,  he  gives  an  enlarged  fcope  to  rage  i  and, 
notwithftanding  Southampton's  palliadve  advice, 
vehemently,  at  all  hazards,  determines  upon  re- 
venge. 

At  the  beginrang  of  the  foorth  a£t,  we  6nd,  t^  - 
Elizabeth's  enquiry  and  Nottingham's  anfwer,  that 
Sflex  has  been  guilty  of  fome  outrage  againlt  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  government  ^  that  force  has 
«bl^;ed  him  to  an  cTcape,  and  that  he  is  fkd  to  a 
place  near  the  Thames,  where  refiflance  on  hit 
partis.refolved.  Thi^  behaviour,  fo  unpardonable 
in  its  nature,  wounds  the  Queen's  regard  for  hini 
duply,  and  Ihe  exprefles  her  concern  pathedcaUy, 
but  recolleding  her  fiation,  calls  up  becoming  i^ 
lit. 

Burlagh  acquaints  the  tl^uecn  that  Eflcx,  Soutb- 
ampcon,  and  all  their  fa^tious'adherenu  are  fecuredj 
that  their  defign,  could  they  have  gained  over  the 
citizens  to  allift  them,  was  no  lels  than  attackii^ 
her  royal  peifon ;  that  all  the  charaSxrs  <^  leflct 
note  concerned  in  this  tr^terous  attempt  have  been 
Secured,  but  that  the  nra  Earls,  and  tuho^  of  i^- 
.  itinguiftied  rank,  are  \e&  to  her  majedy*s  difpolal: 
{his  account  draws  Aora  Elizabeth  ibmc  peninent 
and  aflTefting  remarks  on  the  Mgraticude  offut^eds, 
Tcady  to  rife  againft  a  monarch,  who  has  always 
itudied  thdr  advantage  coUcdively  aad  iodivi- 
dually. 

She  orders  Ellcxte  a  privaie  aacBcDce,  andnfaea 

9ie  appiaiis;  adds«fles  heifclf  to  him  in  very  fting- 

ang  terms,  which  he  receives  with  all  the  anguift 

icif  remorje  and  lclf-<onvi(fUon  ^  with  this  fliie  feene 

40uch^ 
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■Ducbcdv  and  coolly  cxpoftuIaKs  with  him  on  the 
nograKful  return  he  has  made  her  bounty,  (o  pc^ 
euliarly  manifefted  to  him ;.  then  obferves  with  cor-* 
dial  coocern,  that-  Ihe  fean  the  puUic  voice  will 
force  him  to  the  peril  of  his  life  -,  but  to  palliate  the 
fain  of  his  fufpcnce  declares,  -that  {he,  as  an  indivi- 
dual, is  willing  to  foi^ve  his  errors  freely  and: 
faUy.  The  apology  he  makes  ior  his  conduft  is- 
plauiible,  but  no  way  condufiw ;  however  it 
touches  Elizabeth's  heart,  already  ib  prgudiced  in. 
6ti  ^nrour,  and  fhe  condoles  with  him  moft  hu-t- 
manely:  at  length,  being  wrought  up  to  a  particular 
pitch  c£  Kndemefs,  flic  g^vcs  him  a  ring,  with  her 
loyal  promife,  that  i£  public  jufbice  fliould  fcn- 
Kncc  his  life,  upon  returning  that  tdcen  of  her- 
&Vour,  he  may  be  furc  of  finding  clemency. 

Thus  iecured  from  public  and  private  foes^ 
Eflfex  retires,  ,with  e:q)reaions  of  fervent  gratitude  v 
after  fhe  delivers  him  w  cuftody,  a  foreboding  fit» 
fiesvyon  her  hearty  but  fhe  determines  to  ftand 
between  him  and  danger,  however  popular  clamour 
may  cenfure  her  proteAion. 

Rutland,.' naturally  affiided,  and  urged  on  by 
her  hufband's  fituadon,  not  knowii^  the  degree  of 
favour  in  which  he  fUnds,  notwithflandii^  his  mif- 
condud,  pleads  to  the  Queen  for  his  life  and  un- 
happily lets  ^  that  he  is  her  hufband.  This  unt- 
npeded  intelligence  fixes  a  d^ger  in  Elizabedi's 
heart ;  fhe  orders  the  Countefs,  whofc  grief  bor- 
ders on  diftra£tion,  to  be  taken- from  her  prefenc^  - 
and  after  that  otder  u  fulfilled,  concludes  the 
fourth  aft»  with,  paintii^  in  fhong,  and  eitprefllve 
ct^oiHS,  the  mcluicholly  ftats  of  her  own  mind  i. 
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wclook  upon  her  at  this  period  as  an  object  of 
great  pity,  agitated  between  public  duty,  private 
afieftion,  and  confirmed  jealoufy. 

Raleigh,  with  the  lieutenant  of  the  cower,-  bcgirf 
the  fifth  ad;,  and  we  are  informed,  that  the  two' 
Earls,  after  a  very  candid  trial  by  the  peersy 
have  been  condemned ;  Nottingham  eoters,  and 
demands  admittance  to  Eflex,  which  is  granted  > 
this  revengeful  lady  comes  with  defign  to  e&A  a 
confummation  of  vengance,  therefore  wears  the 
fembtance  of  friendfhip,  and  pretends  that  tha 
Queen  had  fent  her  to  know  if  the  Earl  has  no 
plea  to  avert  his  fentcnce. 

Eflex,  not  fufpefting  any  finifter  defign,  after 
fome  thankful  compliments  for  the  lady's  Jiumana 
interpofition,  gives  her  the  important  pledge  j  and 
with  it  a  generous  Ibllicitation  for  his  friends  life, 
without  any  mention  of  his  own  ;  poflefled  of  this 
mark  of  royal  regard,  the  Countefs  hurries  off,  ex- 
ulting in  the  profpeft  of  accomplifliing  her  vindic- 
tive purpofe  i  the  Queen  impatient  for  Notting- 
ham's return,  appears  next ;  upon  feeing  her  meC- 
fenger,  ftie  alks  what  Effex  has  faid,  Nottiogham, 
with  fingular  ait,  works  her  up  gradually,  and 
-  fecms  to  lament  the  Earl's  fullen,  unrelenting  obfti-t 
nacy ;  and  fays  that  even  witli  death  in  view,  he 
dildained  making  any  conceflion  to  injured  majef-> 
ty.  The  Queen,  at  length,  enquires  particularly  if 
he  made  any  mention  of  a  ring,  which  is  denied  » 
this  circumftance  is  fo  ftriking,  that  Nottingham 
feldom  fails  of  getting  very  rough  language  from 
one  or  more  of  an  audience. 

2  After 
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After  eveiy  a^ravation  againft  the  man  Ihe  wilhes 
to  lave,  EtizAbetii  gratiiScs  Nottingham  with  an  or^ 
dcr  that  he  m^  tie  Jpi  to  the  blodc ;  nay,  her  re- 
Jentmcnt  is  wrought  -up  to  fuch  a  pitch,  diat'fhe 
CTcn  detennincj  iipon  going  to  At  Towet,  that  his 
fate  may  be  jmbittercd  by  her  .prelencc. 

Eflcx  and  Southaniptoti,  habittd  for  the  kaSlpidt 
neu  ^pear  i  the  fcvmer,  giving  his  friend  Ucpt* 
c^  life,  the  latter,  with  philolqpbic  tdbluDon,  call- 
ing afide  iuch  flattering  ideas.  Some  (tf  the  -fine^ 
■be' Speaks,  ne  think  worthy  quotation. 

I^fel  what •» life?  afliatknB, 
Its  date  ti  but  th'  immediate  breath  we  dm^ 
Nm  Itave  we  furety  for  a  fecond  gale  -; 
Ten  thou&nd  accidcnta  in  anAufb  lio. 

For  th'  embodied  dream 

A  fiail  and  tickle  teneetent  it  is, 

Which  Uce  the  brittle  glals  that  raeafiues  time, 

I>  often  broke  ere  half  its  (aaia  are  run. 

yifp  whole  of  <lus  fccne  fhews  warm  fMendIhl|> 
iD.ooe,  noble  refolutioa  in  the  other.  When  tl^ 
Lieutenant  c£  the  Tower  comes  on  to  fignify  th^ 
a  warraat  is  anived  for  both  Earls  to  fuffer,  Eflex 
tmphaticaUy  laments  the  fate  of  his  &iend,  an4 
Southampton  meets  it  with  a  determined,  vigorous 
fdolution  J  but  yrhen  unexpectedly  a  pardon  comes 
Co  tlie  laft  mentioned  nobleman,  he  melts  into  foft- 
Aefi  at  the  fate  of  lus  friend  Eflex,  and  parts  from 
h|m  in  terms  of  noble,  unlhakeable  friendihip. 

After  this  iqiaration,  Rutland  comes  to  give  het 
hulband  yet  a  fevercr  trial  of  affliction  j  fhe  clings 
about  his  heart,  and  melts  him  almoft  to  a  dif- 
e^accfiil  degree  o£  tcndernefs  :  at  la&t  ^^^  many 

VoIh  U,  Ji  h  c^reillons 
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expreiGons  pf  mutual  endearment,  the  Lieutenant 
fignifies,  that  time  calls  ia  prcfljngly,  he  mufl:  re- 
quire the  Earl's  departure  j  this  throws  both  Eflot 
and  Rutland  into  an  cxcefs  of  tcndeme&,  which  oc- 
cafions  very  ftrong.ffclings  amongft  an  audience, 
At  length'  tliey  are  feparated,  he  goes  to  his  fiue, 
and  Ihc  is  left  diftradedly  to  lament  it. 

Here  th^  Queen  enters,  we  think  much  too foon } 
for,  according  to  her  forbiddance  of  the  execution 
immediately,  it  is  improbable,  nay  impoflible,  the 
place  confidered,  that  his  head  could  be  taken  off 
before  her  mercy  is  known  j  however,  fo  the  plot 
takes  its  courft,  and  Rutland,  being  difappointed 
of  a  hope  fhe  had  conceived  from  the  Queen's  cle- 
mency, falls  into  a  Hate  of  abfolute  madncls,  in 
which  Elizabeth  humanely  offers  to  comfort  her. 
Burleigh,  who  brings  tidings  of  the  execution,  re- 
lates Nottingham's  treachery,  which  llrikes  the 
Queen  with  frcfti  concern,  as  conlidering  that  not 
only  h?r.  regard  for  the  man  is  violated,  but  even 
her  fame  ftigmatized  j  her  conclufive  Hnes  have  a 
good  moral  tendency,  had  it  not  been  enervated 
with  unnatural  and  unneceflary  rhimc. 

This  tragedy,  being  founded  on  hiftorical  faft, 
and  that  domeftic  alfo,  has  particular  in6uence  upon 
a  Bri:i(h  audience;  the  plot  is  regular,  the  fccncs 
well  ranged,  and  the  charafbcrs  naturally  drawn; 
the  language  is  chafte,  the  verfification  harmonious 
and  cxpreffive  ;  and  the  fcntiments  inftraftivc  ;  it 
is  lefs  bombaftic,  and  more  natural  than  Banks's ; 
not  lb  nervous  or  ientimental  as  Brooks's  play,  on 
the  fame  fubjeft,  but  more  confonant  to  general  ap- 
prehenfion  and  tafte ;  it  moft  certainly  does  not 
pcfcrve  the  ftilc  of  a  capital  performance,  but,  «   . 
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Ea^Ip/EJl:,.      '  -     -  ^  ■■       ■ 

We  think,  may  very  properly  ftand  the  teft  of  pe- 
rufal  and  performance,  -      . 

In  the  Earl  of  Essex,  there  are  but  few  cha- 
rafters,  confcquently  moft  of  .them  have  fome  de- 
gree of  importance.  Wc  find  the  hero  brave,  loy- 
al, bving  and  friendly ;  ftrongly  tinittjred  with 
pride  and  violence  of  temper ;  too  open*  and  bold 
in  Ipeech  for  the  ambiguity  and  finefle  of  court 
fopbiftry- 

Mr,  Barby  had  every  rcquifite  to  fender  thia 
chamber  ^reeable  ;  a  fine  figure  to  apolo^ze  for 
all  the  ladies,  even  majefty  itlelf  to  be  in  love  with 
him  1  a  moft-  harmonious  utrcrance  for  the  amorous 
parages,  fine  breaks  for  the  grief,  and  natural  fpHc 
for  the  rage  j  he  was,  through,  the  whole,  every 
thing  a  critical  fpeftator  could  with,  and  muft  have 
pleafcd  the  moft  unfeeling.  Mr.  Ross,  though 
greatly  inferior  to  the  original,  has  conGdcrable  me- 
lit  in  the  part,  and  fupports  it  much  better  than 
moft  capii^  charafters  are  now  fupported. 

Southampton  appears  only  in  the  light  of  a  gC' 
nerous  friend,  warm  and  fteady  in  his  attachment : 
Mr.SMiTH  gave  us  much  plcaiurc  in  perfonating  of 
lum,  and  wc  may  venture  to  fay  it  fat  eafier  on  him 
than  any  other  tragic  charaiSer  he  ever  played  ;  why 
then  give  it  to  Mr.  BEKSLBr,  who  looks  and  plays 
it  more  in  the  ftile  of  Bajazet,  than  that  of  an  ac- 
complilhed  nobleman  ?  Mr.  Reddish  fills  our  idea 
beft.  Burleigh,  as  prefented  on  the  ftage,  is  cool, 
poliuc  and  refolute  \  an  excellent  judge  of  charaift- 
cr,  and  equal  to  any  talk  of  ftate.  In  juft  veneration 
of  that  great  ftatefman*s  name,  wc  could  wifh  he 
had  not  been  drawn  on  thcft;^  lb  unfavourably  t 
for  his  plotting  againft  Eflex,  merely  as  a  check  to 
-  Hh»  hi» 
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fiis  ambition,  ana  a  rivd  in  the  Queen's  ^our,  is  a- 
beavy  imputation  on  Cecil's  fame. 

Mr.  Sparks  rcpriefcrited  Mm  with  becoming  dig- 
int;^  aiid  gained  tb^  attention  «e  have  never  per- 
ceived any  ^c'  pei&nner  obtdnr  or  in  the  leaft- 
deferve.  Mr.  Gibson  U  fabnid  ro  a  degree  of  pain  v 
^e  does  hotlay  the  leaden  macs  of  Aumber  on  his 
audience,  but  bufiets  their  ears  with  founds  more 
dillbnant  than  the  hum-^lnun  of  a  hun^-gurdy. 
Mr.  GardnbR}  who  played  the  part  in  Buooics's- 
Essex  at  the  Haymarket  widv  merit,  Ihould  do  thit- 
part  at  Coyent  Gatden. 

Queen  Elizabeth  is  a  character  of  importance^ 
&ough  we  think  ilndcrwritten.  She  has  fomft 
Weaknefs  as  a  woman,  n6ne  as  a  monarch  v  how- 
ever female  inclinations  arife,  royalty  maintain  pre- 
eminence, and  Ihe  will  be  Queen  even  over  the  man 
ihe  loves..  Mrs.  Hamilton,,  by  an  abundance  of 
teaching,  for  fiie  eoald  never  get  oUt  of  Icading- 
ftrings,  made  a  very  re^eiftable  figiifie  in-  tfie  chft- 
rafter,  and  did  the  authos  'more  juftice  than  coukt 
be  expcfted  from  her,  eipecially  in  the  tragic  ftjle  j 
her  perlbn,  deportment  and  aftion,  were  well  adapt- 
ed. Notwitliltandiag  we  have  fkid  thus  much  iiv 
£ivour  of  the  original,  our  regard  for  merit  obliges- 
iis  to  fay,,  that  no  part  was  ever  fpotce  or  felt  more 
properly,  than  Queen  Elizabeth  was  by  MJfi  fsBor, 
who  played  it  as  we  remember  one  night,  and  «>■ 
hiorc,  at  Ccwnt  Garden,  bccaufe  Mr.  Rich,  who 
delighted  in  oppofing  the  opinion  of  the  public,  did 
not  concur  in  the  approbation  fhe  received.  Even  aft 
this  diftance  of  time,  we  remember  to  have  been, 
peculiarly  ftruck  with  her  exprelHon  in  that  fcenc- 
where  ili«  ^ves  Eficx  the  ring  as  a  pledge  of  fafcty 
iixitn. 
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Ktrt-ff.l7fX.  _  _  ... 

Irom  his  iocs ;  the  whole  interview  was  mtCFefting, 
but  thefe  lines  {he  uttered  inimiubly }  by  reading 
die  pafiagc  we  can  fearer  conceive  the  additional 
ibrce  the  gave  it. 

With  pnideoceonjBeTOurbeftddeiioe;  butfliouU 
Severity  ba  iron  jurifdiSion 
Extend  too  hti  and  ^e  thoe  up  condemned 
To  angry  laws,  thy  Queen  will  not  forget  thee. 

Mrs.  Wakd,  who  once  had  coBriderable  merit, 
is  now  lb  nraulated  by  time,  that  fhe  has  hardly  a 
trace  of  her  former  felf  1  therefore,  we  need  not  be 
iurprized  that  Ihe  makes  fuch  a  wretched  iigare  in 
the  Queen,  and  more  efpccially  as  the  part  never 
came  within  her  compaJs  i  but  however  we  may 
pity  her,  as  bdng  commanded  upon  fuch  a  forlorn 
bope,  what  apology  can  we  make  for  the  managers, 
indeed,  what  can  they  fay  for  ihemfelves,  to  obtrude 
performance  in  a  capital  light,  fo  very  inadequate 
and  dilgraceful  to  ft  London  theatre.  Mrs.  Hop- 
kins does  nottrefpals  upon  the  bounds  of  decency, 
Ehk  merits  no  other  apphufe  than  filent  fufferance. 

Rutland  is  fo  circumftanced  as  to  claim  our  con> 
ceni  i  her  anxious  love,  her  perplexed  ftate,  and  her 
^ftrafted  grief  for  the  lofs  of  her  hulband,  all  con- 
cur to  tonch  the  melting  heart ;  the  cliaraifter  took 
happy  poffefTion  of  Mrs.  Cibsek,  and  Ihe  of  the 
audience.  Her  merit  never  (hone  more  confpicu- 
ovfly  than  in  the  laft  a<^  of  this  play,  when  abound- 
kig  fighs  and  tears  gave  her  jufl:  tribute  of  the  trucft 
applaufe.  Mrs.  Barry,  though  without  power  to 
equal  this  great  original,  gives  very  irrefiftable  (rn« 
fation  in  this  part.  Mifs  Miller,  who  rubbcA 
through  it  lately  at  Covent  Garden,  was  flia:ndFully 
iuipcrfctS  i 
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Imperfect ;  Ihamefiillf  we  fay,  becaufe  no  doubt 
fhe  had  due  time  for  preparation.  It  is  the  duty  of 
thofe  who  have  the  greatelt  abilities  to  know  the 
author,  how  much  more  incumbent  upon  them  who 
pofifels  fuch  llender  talents  as  this  kdy,  of  whofe 
executive  powers  we  will  vrnturc  to  fay,  tliat  had 
flie  been  minutely  acquainted  with  every  fyllable  of 
Rudand,  it  is  not  in  her  power  to  do  one  tenth  of 
the  pare  juftice. 

Notdngham  is  a  very  dlfagreeable,  yet  we  believe 
a  natural  character,  for  where  jealoufy  taints  the 
mind  of  either  fex,  all  moral  and  focial  concerns  are 
rooted  up.  She  requires  a  good  adtrefs,  and  is  a 
painful  taik  for  fuch  a  one,  being  all  up  hill  per- 
formance :  Mrs.  Vincent  was  very  improperly 
chofen  for  the  original,  fcffenteen  years  ago,  and  we 
fuppofe  is  to  retain  it  for  life  ;  this  is  rather  more 
abfurd  than  Mr.  Rvan's  doing  the  part'of  Marcus 
in  Cato,  when  he  was  feventy,  becaufe  he  had  done 
it  when  he  was  five  and  twenty — For  heaven's  lake, 
Mr.  CoLMAN,  without  diminilhing  a  worthy  wo- 
man's falary,  have  fome  pity  upon  criticifm,  dont 
compel  it  to  fling  through  public  mifapplicatlon, 
fo  excellent  a  private  charafter.  Where  is  Mrs. 
Mattocks  ?  She  fometimes  plays  tragedy,  though 
not  her  fort,  and  muft,  at  leaft  in  fl^e  appearance, 
give  tolerable  grace  to  what  Burleigh  hints  of 
charms.  ■  Mrs.  Stephens,  though  her  powers  were 
not  equal  to  the  part,  yet  was  capable  of  giving 
much  fatisfaftion  in  this  Countefs. 

At  the  Haymarket,  lafl:  fummer,  the  Essex  of  ■ 
Brookes  was  exhibited  ■,  though  not  itri£tly  with* 
in  our  plan,  being  a  different  piece,  perhaps  our  rea- 
ders may  not  be  difpleafcd  with  fome  ftridures  on 
3  the 

Dg.l.zedt,,COOgle 


The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR,      sjg 

the  performance.  Mr.  Sheridam  was  bombaftic 
in  the  paffages  of  pafllon,  and  difcordant  in' the  ten-- 
der  ones  j  hurtful  through  extravagance  of  aftioh 
to  eyes,  and  painful  thiTJugh  falfe  modulation  of 
vile  tones,  to  ears.  Mr.  J.  Aickin's  Southamptoa 
was  modeft,  fenfible,  feeling,  and  within  the  lines 
of  nature,  but  rather  faint  for  a  large  audience  :  if 
iixis  gentleman  could  rouze  up  a  little  more  cs- 
prefllon,  there  is  a  degree  of  propriety  about  him 
which  few,  reach  ;  why  he  Is  placed  in  fuch  an  ob- 
icure,  difadvantageous  light  at  Drury  Lane,  none 
but  thofe  who  fteer  that  ftate  can  poflibly  fay. 
There  are  feveral  parts  whicli  Mr.  Packer  is  inju- 
dicioully,  or  partially  packed  on  for,  which  would 
fit  much  cafier  upoft  him.  Mr.  Gardner,  whom 
wc.  have-  already  mentioned  as  fit  to  take  Mr.  Gis- 
son's  poft,  Ihewcd,  in  his  playing  of  Burleigh,  ca- 
pability for  fupporting  a  fimilar  caft.  ' 
■  Mrs.  Burton  !  Mrs.  Phjllippina  Burton  ! 
was  the  moft  mouthing,  ftrutting,  ftaring,  Wapping 
landlady  reprefentative  of  poor  Elizabeth,  that  ever 
tortured  the  two  delicate  fenfes  of  fight  and  hear- 
ing. It  is  impoflible  to  fay,  amidft  fuch  a  compli- 
cation rf  wretchednefs,  whether  her  ungracious 
countenance,  her  lumbering  figure,  aultward  action, 
wild  modulation,  or  barbarous  dialeft,  gave  moft 
dilguft  -,  let  us  advife  thjs  poetical  adventurer  to 
change"  her  pen  and  tragedy  fceptre  for  the  rolling- 
pin  or  mop,  and  then  Ihe  may  become  a  ufeful  mem- 
ber of  fociety. 

Mils  Hayward,  for  fo  inexperienced  a  perform- 
er, Ihewed  great  merit  in  Rutland  ;  her  laft  aft  was 
fhjly  affefting  ;  a  few  vulgarifms,  and  fome  Shere- 
donian  oddities  of  exprellion,  clouded  her  abilities  •, 

but 
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but  we  think  Jhe  has  the  materials  about  her,  mU 
proper  afTiftance  and  diligence,  to  make  in  a  fealbn 
•or  two  the  third  tragic  adrcTs  In  our  LondoQ  the*- 
tres ;  we  wilh  the  managers  imputialitf  to  make 
the  beft  ule  of  her  capaci^,  and  her  the  happy  pni- 
dence  to  make  the  beft  ufe  of  her&lf.  Mrs.  Ju- 
TERiEs  Is  cpnfiderably  the  beft  Nottinghain  we  hsn 
ieen.  It  is  reoiarkable,  that  the  two  principal  parts 
in  this  exhibition,  E&x  and  EUzs^Kth,  weic  aoto- 
rloudy  the  wprft. 

From  this  tragedy  arifes  the  ule^  obfervatioo  of 
that  danger  and  mutability  which  attends  court  fa- 
vour. In  a  comparifon  of  Banks's,  Jones's,  ifoi 
Bkookzs's,  (he  former  mull:  be  pronounced  K^ea 
with  o&nJjve  bomb^  fcu'ced  figures,  "Pi^pH 
ideas,  and  pitiful  cxprdBon  -,  the  Jecond,  regulai^ 
chafte  and  aSe£ling  -,  the  third.  Ids  tur^d  thu 
Banks,  more  laboured  thanJoNis.;  nervous,  bitt 
ftiffi  wherefore,  we  recommend  dut  play  vAxk 
has  paffid  review  both  for  a£Uon  and  peniiaL 
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A  CoriEDYj  altered  frohf  WrcHiEiiLY't 
By  Mr,  BicKB&STAFr; 

X  tt£' comedies  of  CHaUles  tjie  .Second*! 
time  were  ahiirtatcd  with  wir,  huraoiir  aiid  a'  cha- 
Irafter ftrongly- marted ;  but  haHin  geteral  &  viti-^ 
oustcndencyj  oilr  public  talleteingihdralized j 
tHov^  private  vices  are  as  enormous  aS  ever»  the 
dranlati&  of  oiir  days  make  an  adherAice  to  d*: 
ccncy  apologize  for  all'  the  othef  eflentials. 

To  rcfcue  fiiam  oblivion  the  fterlirig'ote  df  atiti- 
quityt  to  purge  it  of  grols  ialloy  is  an'undeftakiilg 
Worthy  of  praife  i  it  is  like  recovering  a '  piSiure 
highly  ErJifhed  from  oHfciiring  filth  j  when  this  ii 
done,  without  inipMring  the'  itiafier's  beaudcs;  it 
ftwws  judgmenti  and  If  any  retouching  is  necefla-, 
tji  to  blend  the  addition  with  an  able  harid  mit- 
tiilefts  fftttias'i  Mr;  Bickerstaff  found  the  Plaiii 
Eteafe-  a  good,  but  an'  immoral  play;  this  may 
feem  a  foiecifm  in  expreflionj  but  we  mean  good 
as  to  the  leading  dramatic  qualiBcations ;  what  he 
nas  done  by  refitting  it  for  public  Infpeftiort  we  arti 
bovt  to  examine,  after  premifing  that  he  has  dealt 
candidly  with  hi^  original  and  readers,  by  marking 
the  additions  he '  chofe  to  make  -,  thus  whatrver 
cenfun:  or  praife  they  may  defeiTc,  becomes  direct'*, 
ly  and  fairly  his  own. 
.  Vol.  II«  i\  Uudf 
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Manly  begins  this  pieces  with  opening  his  own 
chanfber  in  a  conference  with  Lord  Plaufible,  who 
fecms  a  very  difagrceable  vlfitant.  In  the  courie 
of  their  fiiort  converfation,  they  appear  ftrong  con- 
trafo  1  one  Iccob  churlilhly  fond  of  viewing  and 
ddcribing  human  nature  in  the  -woiit  light,  while 
the  other  pleafcs  himfelf  with  being  the  whiK- 
wafticr  of  frailty  ;  the  wide  difference  of  opinion^ 
makes  Manly  cut  Ihort  the  thread  of  difcourfe  tn 
a  very  unhofoitable,  uncivilized  manner  j  however, 
the  rpughnefs  of  one  and  pliancy  of  the  other, 
have  a  pleaHng  eiled. 

Oakham,  a  fea  domeftic  of  Manly's,  feeing  the 
■peer  treated  fo  roughly,  foliloquizes,  with  marine 
jlcafgjitry,  upon  the  incident  j  gives  us  to  ander- 
ftand,  that  the  Plain  Dealer  is  a  captain  in  the  na- 
vy, rfiat  he  is  juft  landed  from  an  unfuccdsfid 
.cruize,  and  that  he  had  funk  his  fliip  to  prevent  her 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  French  :  we  think  ch^ 
.^jeech  of  the  honeft  tar's  well  introduced. 
.  •  Manly  returning  with  Freeman,  is  afked  how  he 
could  treat  a  peer  fo  roughly,  when  he  makes  a  rc- 
j)ly  which  we  muft  tranfcribe  as  excellent.  *•  Yoo 
are  one  of  thofe  who  cfteem  men  only  by  the  value 
.and  marks  which  fortune  has  fet  upon  chem,  and 
never  confider  intrinfic  worth  •,  but  counccrfcit  ho- 
nours, will  not- pals  current  with  me,  I  weigh  the 
man,  not  his  tide.  It  is  not  the  king's  infcripticMi 
which  can  make  the  metal  better  or  heavier,  your 
lord  is  a  leaden  (hilling,  which  you  bend  every  way» 
.  and  dcbales  the  ftamp  he  bears,  inftead  of  bcii^ 
r^cd  by  it."  After  fome  humorous  reproofs  n> 
Oakham  for  admitting  a  vifitor  without  leav^ 
Manly 
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Manly  forbids  the  admiffion  of  any  more,  mak  or 
female,  ■  ■ 

In  continuation  of  the  conference  between  Manly 
and  Freeman,  wtfind  the  latter  kindly  endeavour- 
ing to  foften  the  rigidity  which  charafterifes  the 
former.  One  is  for  ftrift  truth  and  open  fpcalcing 
upon  tdl  occafions ',  the  other,  for  giving  way  rcai- 
Jbnably  to  fome  cuftoms  and  prejudices  of  life,  that 
he  may  not  be  in  a  ftate  of  c-ontinual  warfarewith  his 
fcllow-creaturcs.  Juft  as  Freeman  ismakinga  tender 
ofcordi!dfriend(hip,Fidclia,difguifedin  men's  cloths, 
enters,  and  torments  Manl/s  patience  with  furalar 
profeOions  -,  he  charges  his  female  volunteer  with 
cowardice,  and  upon  that  principle  difmiflcs  her  i 
flie  remonftrates  againft  this  feverity,  but  in  vain.     ' 

Here  Oakham  fignifies  the  boifterous  approach 
of  a  clamorous  old  lady,  widow  Blackacre,  who,  by 
defcription,  we  find  to  be  the  eOence  of  litigation  \ 
fo  fond  of  a  law  fuit,  that  fhe  prefers  it  to  any  other 
enjoyment.  Upon  her  entrance  flie  complains  o£ 
being  kept  fo  long  in  waiting,  to  which  Manly  re- 
plies, by  alking  for  her  niece  Olivia ,  regardlefi  of 
the  qu^ion,  Ihe  proceeds  to  the  ftating  of  a  caufe 
flte  has  in  hand  ;  Jerry,  her  fon,  b  ordered  to  put 
the  cafe,  which,  after  many  interruptions,  he  at* 
tempts,  but  blunders  lb,  that  die  impatient  mother 
proceeds  herfclf  j  till  Manly,  driven  beyond  pa- 
tience, damns  the  caule,  and  all  the  parties  con- 
cerned. Upon  being  offered  a  fubpoena,  he 
flounces  out  of  the  room,  and  leaves  the  widow  to 
lament  his  Gothic  behaviour. 

After  he  is  gone.  Freeman  makes  a  kind  trf  ma- 
trimonial attack  upon  Mrs,  Blackacre,  which,  for 
the|Hrfeti^  is  cut  fliorc,  under  the  idea  c^a%£tiaa 
lia  f<x 
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for  .her  fpq,  ^flyj^  ryptt  fcfop,  wl^ct  »  ip  addn^ 
one,  we  leun  that  Manly  has  fix/ai  his  un<^iride4 
^iendQiip  ,^ps^»  #  irjui  c.iii[^  Y arwA*.  and  ^  l^ve 
upon  a  wofn^Q  .c^i^lf^d  C^ivia,  not  ^pi^^aLJlc  qicher 
^  beauty  or  ioFti^  I  jioyK^r,  Kaj>pear$ijch^  ^ 
fx^  ibjn  of  l^^itu^e,  i^xw  gtujig  to  lea,  had  pror 
vigooajjtjr  left  ^  pb^e^  of  |iis  j^ii^^o  pofl^^ 
of  hq  Ie&  (luHi  ten  or  tv^lye  .^ouTand  poinds) 
^nm  9  P«rti?J -OpWWn  ^  ^  jpcing^whaf  ^tiinlgi 
fSBti  »  faiikM  ?¥P!P4n,  Fpxm^p  gpes  off  tp  pJ^ 
(B  Fidelia's  faytHiti  and  }cayes  diat  ^jnal^e  to  inform 
«s  tim  0ie  is  in  Icnf]^  '^i^h  M^y>  t^  Pk  l^as  takci| 
*  difguiife  jp  watci>  9»  fipppftunjsy  of  gaining  hi^ 

(^ngagpd. 

,  The^lainQeakrappe»r^drcfr«dia^5gpi3p3tQ 
]^Sc^niAe  th^E  (v  U  g(^  oMt  i  91)  being  tfiid  tfi^ 
^  is  m  a  Yifip  w  te  mifeefc,  wi(h  4tt  pi>(cnfat»fl 
^at  ftw  muft  b(  io  ic^t  phsporp^npn  flik  ^  fv&9i 
facha  diTpofitiQuasms*  hp  lauqchw  qjit  yiftlfifltljt  114 
bpr  praJfc,  be(;a«fc  %  i§  coofonant  in  ffmpef,  aa  h(j 
Itnag^Cft  to  )vm.  :  A  gl^fiog  iii^cc  qf  '^^alutfi^ 
drops  frcan  tte  blvmt  t^ptaiii  tier?,  \yjii(^  J/sfi^yit® 
icr  unlimited  credit  for  r^fjycfting  %q  %c!^■  fh^ 
jnwU  noj  he^  the  widjuf&s  of  ^njipgrtpn  ffihilerh^ 
wasatfca:  a^a  pwofof  her  y^luabV:  a»d  at^iabls 
yiylftrat^S  he  de^  Frcfij^ai)  tp  pall  oi\^  4f 
^  kx^iiigs  in  an  Bquk.  pblcrying,  ij^^  fj^  yo^jog 
TOluJiMercaDlhew&Mn  >«(herc  Ok  lives, 

'  OlfviaaodEbTa  bcg^  ufa?  fSfmi  9^  ^  ^om  vN 
paffes  between  them  wc  find,  tJW(  d«  ^wWi 
though  Ihe  ddffilalra^  aU  liking  fo!;  ga;  lilt  arid,  ele- 
ganqeafdrc^ibiwcrolyaltscMto.bpth:  tt^iu^H 
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fvery  tog  <fe?it  w  .pleafing  to  her,  dpcci^ly  arij 
concern  with  the  male  fcx  :  her  character  opens  il- 
jclf.  aivi  ibcw3  a  yery  pajpabk  mixtuse  of  pdd^ 
peeviftioeis,  jWld  prudery. 

4  fqot-boy  bringu^  In  word  that  a  gentlemao, 
who  frequeiitiy  comes,  defircs  admittance,  ihe  pro- 
^  again^k  the  knowledge  of  any  vifitors  :  on  Jbe-t 
jng  co]d  the  perfop's  name,  ihc  j$  rather  confufed, 
kA  wants  to  m^^e  Eli^s  the  &%v&:  c£  his  vifjt ;  then 
jgiyes  a  cbafsi^r  that  flicws  ihe  is  iotimatety  ac- 
quainted with  him.  With  admirable  effrontery  Ihp 
f^ls  up  NoypJ,  a?  if  to  pleafe  her  coufin ;  this  alert 
fpng  of  fafhiqn  no  fooner  appears,  than  he  eoCergf 
Hpm  8  fub)c(5t  very  common  in  modiih  life,  that  i^ 
(Iclineating  the  chara^rs  1^  dined  with  the  day  be- 
fore; however,  Olina,  i^ho  prpfeflcd  herfelf  a  foe 
JO  detraiflion  but  a  few  lines  fiijce,  outftrips  Novd| 
|q  much  in  the  diQe(^on  of  Lady  Autumn  and  her 
daughter,  that  he  attempts  to  march  0^,  but  is  de- 
nned. 

Lord  FlauTible  being  mentioned,  the  tender  Olis 
via  cuts  him  up  too ;  and  Novel  is  fpeaking  of  him. 
jn  very  h^r<h  terms  at  the  moment  he  appears. 
This  turns  the  fcales^  all  immediately  becoming 
cotnplaifance  and  cordiality,  ^is  lordfbip  obfervr 
iog  that  h(  met  two  worthy  chara^rs  at  Olim'f 
door,  Count  Levant  and  Lord  Court-title,  there  i< 
fi  frcQi  &eld  for  ica^dal  opened,  and  every  one  whole 
name  happens  to  fall  in  i$  facrificcd ;  till  EUza, 
H^earicd  with  fuch  ftufF,  goes  off,  and  Manly  is  heard 
iquabbling  at  (he  door  with  the  foot-boy  :  he  enr 
Icrs,  and  is  altonifli^  to  fee  Olivia  in  fuch  compa^ 
py  i,  )^  yc;ifatiqn  an^  i\jiroraa.  are  exprelfed  in  pretty 
rougl^ 
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rough  arms,  and  fiie  repliej  rather  with  upbraiding 
dian  concefllon. 

■  While  Novel  and  Plaufibic  are  on,  he  is  much 
^itated,  and  treats  the  things,  ■  as  he  juftly  calls 
them,  with  becoming  fpirit :  at  length  they  retire, 
rather  intimidated,  to  another  room. 

Olivia's  aggravation,  when  by  themfelves,  tifcs  lb 
high,  that  he  renounces  her  i  (he  coolly  goes  off, 
jaid  fays  flie  Ihall  return  foon.  Fidelia  and  Free- 
man, who  have  overheard  the  fquabble,  join  the 
captain,  and  feel  Tome  rubs  from  his  rouzed  fiiry  j 
however.  Freeman  urges  him  to  demand  a  rcftitu- 
tion  of  the  money  and  jewels  he  had  placed  in  Sa_ 
unworthy  a  miftrefs's  hands.  "When  Olivia  ap- 
pears, Fidelia  unites  with  Freeman  in  this  demand; 
to  which  flic  replies,  that  what  they  aflc  have  been 
delivered  to  another  pf  rfon.  This  awakes  the  cap- 
tain, he  demands  who,  Hie  returns,  her  huft>and ; 
and  that  fhe  dare  not  hint  at  their  being  given  back, 
fcaft  he  fhould  think  Ihe  had  received  them  upon 
unworthy  terms. 

This  affirmative  confeffion  of  deceit  provokes 
Manly  fo  much,  thathe  bids  her  go  off  to  avoid 
ibmething  worfe  than  rough  words  j  ftie  complies, 
with  moft  provoking  indifftrencc. 

Mrs.  Blackacrc,  Jerry,  and  Major  Oldfox,  «e 
introduced  :  Freeman  addreffes  the  widow  in  very 
plain  and  pofitive  terms,  which  makes  her.rerort 
fliarply  :  this  encourages  Oldfox  to  menpofi  his 
claim,  which  the  choleric  old  dame  rcpulfes  with 
fevere  warmth,  and  is  hvimoroutly  fatiricfil ;  her  a- 
fcufc  of  Freeman  goes  too  far,  when  fhe  calls  him 
S  l^tkMck^i  fellow  ;  full  of  law  fijc  Icarei  boA 
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ber  old  and  young  gallant,  to  try  if  Olivia  can  af- 
fluence any  ofthejuryin  a  depending  caafe. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  tlurd  aft.  Manly  pre- 
fents  himfelf,  folus,  violently  difturbcd  in  thought 
at  Olivia's  pedidious, .  unexpeded  behaviour,  and 
lamenting  that  the  injury  he  fuftains  fo  hardly, 
was  not  done  by  a  man,  that  he  might  have  tk- 
nianded  and  compelled  adequate  fatisfadion ;  how- 
ever, he  conftfics  love  for  her,  m  fpite  of  fuch  pe- 
culiar provocation  to  wean  his  mifled  affedHonj 
while  be  is  wrapped  in  this  painful  reverie,  Fidelia 
raters  and  dcHres  to  be  heard  a  kvt  words,  which 
requeft  Manly  is  loth  to  c»mply  with,  however, 
^ing  prefled,  and  mention  of  Olivia  occurring,  he 
joins  converiation. 

.  When  the  fuppofcd  volontter  utters  harih  temw 
againfthis  captain's  mlftrels,  love  gets  the  better  of 
JU  uiage,  and  caufes  Manly  to  threaten  Fidelia ; 
after  this,  with  great  precaution,  he  ackhowledgei 
hb  paflion  for  Olivia,  but  confelTes  it  as  a  great 
fecret ;  interprets  her  cidpable  behaviour  in  tnanj* 
favourable  lights ;  tnfifts  upon  Fidetia^s  going  to 
her  houlc,  fuppofing  flie  may  have  repented  her 
diidaiofiil  behaviour,  and  may  be  wiling  to  make 
feme  acknowledgment. 

'  The  fanale  volunteer  undertakes  this  comati^* 
fion,  in  hopes  of  gettmg  the  money  and  jewels 
Tctumed,  but  Manly  forbids  any  idea  of  that  kind, 
and  fays  he  is  going  to  Wcflminfter  Hall ;  here  the 
Ibene  concludes,  and  that  which  fucceeds,  pbuxs 
us  in  view  of  the  law  market ;  where  Mrs.  Black- 
KK  appears,  furrouoded  wkh  Ich^  robed  harpte^ 
ruling  at  a  follicitor  trbo  Kas  pacifically  recommend-, 
ed  a  reference. 

3  Major 
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Majoc  Oldfox  coming  on,  2  verf  immatcriali 
nnentcit^ning  fcenc  eofues  at  a  bookieller's  SaS, 
between  him  and  the  lidgioiu  widow ;-  ac  length) 
flieis  calkd  ofir  by  feeing  a.peribo  who  has  propoC- 
ed  felling  her  a  chancery  fuit,  upc^  what  m 
thinks  moderate  terms.  Seeing  I^recman,  His  rival, 
thoM^or  becomes  very  cruliy,.  afid  hobbles  altef 
hi&  miftrds.  Jerry  wanting  to  buy  Rocheftei*j 
y&Sf  bot  nor  having  money  to  pay  for  the  Ixx^ 
Freeman  lays  down  the  price,  and  lameJKs  that 
11  young,  gentleman,' of  large. cxpeAations,  fhould 
faek^t'fo  bare;  then  afks,  why  he  wont  give  coit 
faitio-lws  marrying  the  widow*  This  draws  fmii 
Jerry  an  explanation  of  his  mother's  chara^r,  ho' 
pf»ury;  and  fpirit  of  litigatiom 

Freeman,  Ending  Jerry  a  good  fut^eft  ta  worft 
Up&n,.puu  two  gui(iea$  into  his  hand,  and  they  &ni) 
an-  alliance  againft  the  old  lady.  The  fqulrc^  being 
jKifiefHedof  fudi  an  immenfe  fum,  goes  off  with  a 
J^afing  remarkr  that  he'll  go  and  pay  two  ihilliiig^ 
he  owes,  becanfc  he  believes  -  the  man  wants  it 
Afanly,  harrafled  by  Mrs.  Blackacri^  .about  hei' 
cauft,,  enters,  declaring  he'll  be  plagued  no  mot^ 
with  it ;  when  the  widow  mlilea  her  hopeful  foiv 
ihehurries  off* wi:^  the. Major,' to  fearch  for-luni< 
^ireeBiao  obferving  to  his  captmn,  chat  his  patieiutf 
nwft'be  pretty  well  tried,  the  enraged  Plain  Dealer 
replies,:  that  lince  his  c(Hning  into  the  Hall,  he- has 
iiKiiUTed'a  chaJlet^and  two  law-fuits; 

Seeing.  Novel  approach,  he  wactfs  to  Sheac^ 
but :  beir)g  hailed -hy. '  the  -beau,  brmgs  -  too.  Ths 
ttUsMive  fprite  propofcs  Ibme  infignfficanf  (prffr 
ons,  which  arc  replied  to  with  a  mixtuteof  rot^s- 
«&  and  contempt.  We  cuuiot  help  thinking  dits 
iceM 
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feene  a  very  weak  and  unneceOaiy  addition,  it 
means  Utde  to  the  plot,  has  but  very  faint  humour 
to  recommend  it,  and  confequcntly  hang^  heavy  on 
atccntioo.  What  paiTes  txtween  Freeman  and  No- 
vel, might  alfo  be  very  well  fpared ;  when  the  lat- 
ter, having  made  a  flip  cooceming  Manly*3  cou- 
rage, iheaks  off,  Jerry  Blackacre,  full  of  refcntment 
Qgaialt  his  mother,  enters,  cluming  the  promiled  af- 
Jiftance  of  his  friend  Freeman. 

Seeing  her  approach,  they  go  off:  the  widow  here 
prefentsiierfelf,  fuming  with  pa01on  at  the  infolencq 
of  Jerry,  who  has  threatened  to  go  on  board  Man- 
iy*3  Ihip  I  her  concern  leems  not  for  the  fon,  but 
^  writings  he  has  got  with  him,  on  which  her 
jointure  and  law-fuits  depoid.  She-  goes  off,  threat- 
eoii^  Manly,  as  an  accomplice  in  the  boy's  elope- 
ment. Fidelia  joins  the  Plain  Dealer,  and  informs 
him  of  Olivia's  confirmed  infidelity ;  he  doubts  for 
Jbme  time,  but  when  the  young  volunteer  fays,  that 
Olivia  has  itot  only  made  love  to  hirQ  in  dire& 
terms,  but  that  he  is  to  be  admitted  to  her  bed- 
chamber at  midnight,  Manly  infifts  on  his  going, 
which  Fideha  declines.  Manly  then  refolves  hini- 
&lf  to  make  ufe  of  a  garden  Jfcy  flic  has  given  him. 
Freeman's  appearaace  cuts  ihort  their  difcour&  i 
the  lieutenant  informs  his  captain  of  Jerry's  revolt 
from  maternal  authority,  and  that  he  intends  to 
make  a  proper  ufe  of  that  event. 

Manly  begins  the  fourth  aft  with  Fidefia  :  after 
obfepring,  that  he  has  been  out  all  night,  and  that 
he  now  confiders  Olivia  as  the  vileft  of  her  fex, 
.  he  dilcovers  diforder  in  FideUa's  countenance,  which 
£iews  fhe  has  been  in  tears  }  he  fpeaks  in 
friendly  terms,  promifing  protedion  :  he  expl^ns 

Votll.  Kk  the 
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the  hfiethcxl  of  confirming  Olivia's  treachery,  which 
was  by  palling  in  the  dark  for  her  expeftcd  young 
volunteer ;  and  defires  that  FMclia,  in  that  cha- 
fHtfter,  to  favour  his  defigns,  will  write  a  tender 
letter  to  the  falfe  fair ;  her  obje^ing  to  this,  fug- 
gefts  an  idea  of  jealoufy  to  Mafily.  Upon  faying 
he  mirfl  either  give  up  Olivia  or  her,  he  fternly  alks 
what  they  have  to  do  with  each  other  ;  at  length, 
upon  an  explanation-  that  he  only  wants  through 
this  fecond  appointment,  to  confront  Olivia  with  ir- 
refiftable  convi-ftion,  flie  goes  off  to  write  the  prt>^ 
pofcd  letter. 

Major  Oldfox,  thoi^h  they  parted  upon  fuch  un- 
gentleman-like  terms  in  Weftminfter  Hall,  is  here 
introduced  by  Freeman  to  the  Captain,  both  as  a. 
foldier  and  an  author.  The  old  mititarian  pro-  - 
poles  employing  his  pen  in  a  relation  bf  Manly's 
lofing  his  fiiip,  which  the  tar  treats  with  contempt. 
Oidfox's  remarks  upon  his  own  abilities,  and  Free- 
man's mode  of  humouring  hb  abfurdity,  are  agreea- 
bly imagined ;  but  this,  like  fevcral  other  fcenes, 
h;^  no  kind  of  connexion  with  the  plot,  and  feems 
more  calculated  to  make  Oldfox  a  tolerable  part, 
th^  to  enrich  the  piece.  It  appears  to  us,  that  the 
fcene  which  now  'ftands  third,  would  have  been 
,  more  properly  placed  as  fecond. 

The  circumftance  of  Freeman's  wanting  fpirit  to 
quarrel  with  one  who  had  called  him  an  impertinent, 
infignificant,  ignorant  fellow,  is  fomewhat  odd  for 
the  chara&er  of  an  officer  :  after  the  Major  retires, 
we  are  informed  by  the  Lieutenant,  that  he  has  new 
rigged  his  charge.  Hearing  a  knock,  which  is 
known  to  be  MrSj^lackacrc's,  they  retire. 

.  .  ,  The 
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The  fcenc  changes  to' Covent  Garden  Piazza, 
where  we  perceive  the  widow,  who  declares  flie  won't 
fet  foot  in  Manly's  lioufe  without  her  lawyer.  Wc 
wilh  Mr.  BicKERSTAFF  had  placed  Quillet's  cham- 
■  bers  in  any  other  ihaa/Conef  Court,  efpecially  as  it 
.was  to  come  from  a  female  mouth.  Upon  Jerry*s 
coming  forth  in  his  new  habiliments,  Mrs.  Black- 
-  acre  takes  notice  of  the  change,  and  being  told  that 
he  has  chofen  Freeman  for  a  guardian,  Ihe  fofrens, 
-defiring  he  will  go  home  with  her.  An  altercation 
here  arifes,  in  which  the  charaftcrs  are  extremely 
well  and  homoroufly  fupported :  being  hard  puflied, 
and  muchcni^ed,  the  widow  facrifices  her  own  re- 
■  putation  at  the  Ihrine  of  refentment ;  declaring, 
that  Jerry  is  bafe  born  :  wherefore,  his  claim  to  the 
family  eftate,  or  choice  of  a  guardian,  can  have  no 
validity.  With  this  very  creditable  fubterftige,  fhe 
haftens  to  Doctor's  Commons.  Jerry,  and  his  new 
guardian  being  alarmed-  with  this  unexpected  decla- 
ration, they  go  oif  to  tight  her  in  her  own  way,  by 
eng^ing  a  confiderable  detachment  of  pettifoggers. 
We  are  now  conduced  to  OVivia'slodgings,  where 
we  meet  that  lady  bringing  on  Vemilh,  her  hi^and : 
the  remarkable  palpitation  ihe  appears  in  alarms 
fufpicion,  which  ihe  takes  endearing  methods  to 
-cait  aTidej  and  tells  him  not  only  of  Manly's  return 
from  fea,  but  of  her  manner  of  treating  him  :  here 
Vemilh  opens  his  own  character,  and  fhews  tliat  he 
is  Imked  with  the  woman  to  impofe  on  an  eafy,  un- 
futpe&ing  temper.  We  perceive  this  rafcal  to  be 
the  one  friend  mentioned  by  our  Plain  Dealer  in  the 
firft  a£t,  wirh  fuch  cordiality  and  confidence, 

Olivia  mentioning  the  neceffity  of  taking  means 

to  fecure  the  money  [Jaced  in  her  hands  by  Manly, 

K  k  a  Vernifh 
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Vernifli  goes  off  for  that  purpofe>  and  fhe  geu 
breathing  rime.  By  her  fdiloquy,  it  appears,  that 
file  repents  her  marriage,  and  is  very  apprehenfive 
of  danger  to  her  young  favourite,  the  volunteer, 
fhould  ib  dark  and  dangerous  a  temper  difcover  her 
attachment.  Here  Fidelia  prefents  hcrfclf :  a  con- 
vcrOidon  enfues,  which  (hews  Olivia  much  ena- 
moured and  very  forward.  She  prc^fes  flying 
from  her  hufband  }  then  invites  her  gallant  to  a  ' 
collation  in  the  next  room,  which  we  think  not  very 
probable,  under  fear  of  Vernifli's  return.  Bdi^ 
•perplexed  with  folicitation,  Fidelia  fefgns  the  ap- 
proach of  a  fit  i  Olivia  goes  into  another  chamber 
'fer  fome  fpirits,  and  immediately  returns  in  great 
confiiGon,  announcing  her  huiband's  approach  :  it 
appears,  that  while  the  fervant  went  for  a  coach,  he- 
had  changed  his  riding  drefs.  On  feeing  Fidelia, 
heaccofts  her  in  very  rough  terms,  indeed  very  vul- 
gar ones  :  why  would  our  alterer  fumifli  fuch  paf- 
fages  as  thcfe  ?  "By  the  IJrii,  you  fhant  flip  by 
me — Damn  you,  firrah"— Fear  of  death  caufes  Fi- 
delia to  own  fhe  is  a  woman  i  of  this  the  brute  takes 
an  advantage,  and  prelles  his  Kcenrious  fuit  nWth 
violence.  Her  fituauon  here  clums  pity,  and  the 
audience  arejudicioufly  left  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
'a£t,  in  a  ftatc -of  anxious  concern  for  her  honour 
and  lafety. 

Oltvta,  concerned  for  her  rotten  reputation,  be- 
gins the  fifth  aft  with  Eliza,  who  comforts  her  on 
'  that  point,  with  obferving,  that  her  charafter  was  lb 
bad  before  any  late  incident,  it  is  paft  the  attack  of 
any  frdh  injury.  Vcmifh  enters,  Olivia,  confcious  of 
guilt,  craves  pardon.  This  draws  fixim  him  an  expla- 
'  nation  that  the  volunteer  was  a  woman,  iii  man^ 
doaths. 
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cloath3,a  difcoveiy  made  by  his  pretoiding  to  be  rude 
with  her.  When  his  wife  finds  the  lover,  makorfe- 
makrhas  efcapcd,  the  turns  the  tables  upon  htm,  and 
charges  Vemiih  with  crimindity,  where  (he  herfelf 
was  guilty.  Her  hypocrify  is  very  well  defcribed  ; 
he  iboths  her  paflion,  and  b^  Eliza  to  work  a  rc- 
conciliauoti. 

When  he  is  gone,  OKvia,  tmc  to  vice  and  effrcm- 
tery,  difdums  any  knowledge  of  a  gallant,  thoiigh 
dofely  prefled  thereto  by  her  coufin  :  in  fhort,  lur 
hardened,  negative  tnfolence  here,  is  very  ehara£t:er- 
iftic  of  a  mind  fteeled  agatnft  every  juil  and  delicate 
feeling.  Her  unblushing  confidence  waims  PI'", 
and  they  part  with  angry  terms. 

In  the  next  fcene  vc  meet  Freeman  and  Manly  i 
the  latter  mentions  Fidelia's  efcape  from  Olivia's 
lod|pngs,  and  makes  an  appointment  with  Freeman, 
for  him,  Oakham,  and  as  many  more  as  he  chuies, 
to  meet  at  half  an  hour  after  feyen  in  her  chamber. 
Freeman  gone  off,  VemilH  appears,  to  whom  ths 
Capt^n  ^ves  a  moft  friendly  welcome.  This  fcene 
produces  natural  and  pleafing  perplexity,  by  Man* 
l/s  boafting  of  the  1^  favour  from  his  fuppofed 
Aiend's  wife,  The  exultation  of  the  one,  and  anxi- 
ety of'  the  other,  are  entertaining  :  the  Captain,'  in 
rapture,  mentions  a  fecond  appointment  of  amo- 
rous nature,  and  makes  his  exit,  deliring  they  may 
meet  at  fupper.  In  a  fucceeding  foliloquy,  we  find, 
that  VemiOi,  in  order  to  convict  his  wife,  deter> 
mines  upon  making  her  believe  he  is  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  going  immediately  to  Oxford  •,  by  which 
means  he  imagines  her  guilt  or  innocence  will  cer- 
tainly be  brought  tt)  light. 

Maj(tf' 
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'  Major  Oldfox,  Mrs.  Blackacrc,  and  Counfellor 
Quillct,  prefent  themfelves  in  the  next  fcene  :  their 
conrerfacion  amounts  to  no  more  than  making  the 
widow's  litigious'  charafter  more  ftrongly  apparent, 
^  and  having  no  fiirther  connexion  with  the  piece, 
majr  be  deemed  an  excrefcence,  obtruded  upon  the 
original  by  Mr.  Bickerstaff  :  if  the  fcene  which 
now  ftdnds  eighth,  immediately  fucceeded  Vcrnilh's 
foliloquy,  it  would  have  been  better.  'Upon  being 
■arrefted  at  the  fuit  of  Freeman,  as  guardian  to  her 
Ton,  the  old  lady  bends  her  high  fpirit  into  fuppli- 
caiion  ;  however,  mercy  lies  open  but  one  way, 
which  is  by  tparrying  the  Lieutetiant.  ■ 

Frighted  at  the  lofs  Of  her  authority  by  fuch  a 
.unioti,  Ihe  offers  Freeman  an  annuity  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year,  and  payment  of  his  debts ; 
juftly  furmifing,  that  his  view  upon  her  is  merely 
pecuniary  advantage.  He  intimates,  that  her  fa- 
mily has  cheated  him  of  four  hundred  a  year, 
-landed  eftate,  and  propofes,,  upon  a  furrender  of 
that  prc^ercy,  to  give  up  the  guardianihip  of 
Jerry;  this,  and  a  ftipularion  that  ffae  Ihall  allow 
the  young  gentleman  one  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
is  agreed  to,  and  they  go  off"  to  ratify  the  agree- 
ment. 

.  Olivia  b  brought  forward  in  freih  expeftation- 
of  her  young  volunteer  ;■  Fidelia  enters,  and  in  her 
mafcuhne  capacity  fuilains  a  very,  warm  attack, 
with  ftrong  folic  itation  to  make  an  elopement ;  up- 
on hearing  a  noifc,  and  dilcovering  that  it  is  licr 
hulband  returned,  Olivia  gives  a  cafket,  containing 
jewels  and  bank  notes  to  a  conQderable  amount,  to 
Fidelia  \  wiio,  upon  Matily's  entrance,  gives  them 
-to  him.  Vc.-nifii  forces  a  door  open,  and  attacks 
Manly 
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Manly  and  Fidelia  \  while  they  arc  fcv^ing  by  the  ' 
faint  glimmers  of  a  dark  lanthorn.  Freeman,  Plau- 
lible  and  Novel  enter  j.  when  lights  appear,  the 
Fiun  Dealer  perceives  that  Olivia's  hufband  is  the 
identical '  friend  he  had  iele^ted  frcHn  mankind. 
The  play  now  haftens  to  a  conclufion.  Manly  find- 
ing that  his  volunteer  is  a  woman'~we  wilh  thb 
point  had  been  explained,  more  fatisfadory — he 
prcfents  her  with  a  cafket,  and  offers  his  heart  v 
Fideba  gladly  accepts  the  Utter,  which  fhe  ha$ 
toiled  hard  to  gain  \  and  makes  him  acquainted  that^ 
ihe  is  poflcffed  of  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year.  We 
think  the  cataftrophe  of  this  piece  very  defaaive,'  as 
neither  Olivia,  Vernifli,  nor  widow  Blackacre,  arc 
fufficiently  punilbed  for  the  bad  principles  they 
manifefk  upon  every  occaGon. 

Take  this  comedy  as  it  is  now  offered  to  the  pub-' 
lie,  we  find  many  fcenes  of  powerful  humour,  levc- 
ral  very  languid ;  for  moft  of  the  former  we  are 
indebted  to  Wycherlv,  for  the  latter  in  general  to 
Mr.  BiKiRSTAFF,  whofe  alterarionhas  rendered  tho 
play  more  chafte,  but  not  more  entertatoing.  We 
fliould  have  been  happy  to  allow  the  fame  degree  of 
praile  here  we  have  given  the  Hypockite,  but  it  is 
by  no  means  defcrved  j  however,  the  unities  are 
wefi  prelervcd,  the  plot  judicioufly  conduifted,  UiQ 
charaj^ers,  fuch  as  they  are,  properly  maintained, 
and  the  dialogue  eafy. 

Manly  is  an  uncommon,  yet  not  an  unnatural  * 
chara£bcr,  his  ipirit  of  fpeaking  what  he  thinks 
upon  every  occafion,  leads  him  often  to  the  verge 
of  nidenefs,  and  gives  his  convenation  a  very  fa- 
turnine  caft ;  however,  plain  dealing  in  one  fenfe 
may  be  a  jewel,  yet  in  fuch  a  latitude  as  the  Captain 

ufe$ 
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ufes  it,  Ibclal  cammunlcadon  becomes  hurt  by 
unneccflary,  Ul-timed  truths  :  if  It  was  commonly 
pradtifed,  according  to  the  known  feelings  of 
mankind  in  general,-  we  might  expc&  nothing  biat 
con&ant  bickerings^  amongft  neighbours :  indeed,  it 
is  not  .every  man  that  enjoys  fufficient  judgment  to 
dtftinguifti  what  are  really  errors  and  rices,  where, 
as  fools  are  moft  apt  to  give  their  opinion,  the 
reftrdint  of  cuftbm  and  civility  becomes  ciicndal. 

Manly*s  fmgularity  pleafcs  in  ai^ion,,  but  would 
be  dlfguflful  in  private  ]i& ;  he  feems  to  have  an 
honeft,-  unfufpcfting  heart,  but  a  wretched  weak 
head  ;  we  remember  to  have  feen  Mr.  Quin  exhi- 
bit the  Plain  Dealer  with  fingular  merit  -,  the  cyni- 
cs! roughnefs  being  in  a  great  meafure  his  own  di£- 
polition,  became  him  well}  yct>  as  being  nure 
ipirited,  we  -are  apt  to  conclude  Mr.  Holland 
better — Nfr.  Aickih  is  indeed  a  lamentable  falling 
oflf  from  both. 

'  Freeman  has  very  little  to  recommend  .an  ador, 
the  prefenc  Mr.  Palmer  deferves  as  much  praile 
as  can  -  be  merited  by  fuch  an  infipid  undertaking. 
Lord  Plaufibtc  is  very  little  more  than  a  name,  he 
k  a  very  poor  oontraft  to  Manly,  has  nothing  to 
do  «ith  the  piece,  and  fcarce  any  thing  to  fay 
worth  attention ;  he  is  coiaBy  unworthy  o£  fucb 
pleiUiBg  t^nts  as  boch  Mr.  Parsons  and  Mr. 
DoDD  poflcfs.  Novel  is  equally  an  excrelencCt 
dnd  fldll  more  bek>w  the  happy  exocuiion  of  Mr. 
KiKG  i  however,  there  is  feme  policy  and  a  com- 
pliment to  the  pub&c  in  putting  good  performers 
Wi'  fucih  un^acioufi  undertakings.  - 
- .  Vcmifh  is  a  confununate  knave,  a  dead  weight  to 
dr;^  and  wiU  oevcr  be  fo  well  fuppoited  as  by  Mr. 
Le£. 
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LsE.  Mqor  C^dftjt  is  mda.Ma»  a  humdtfriA;  bus 
hia  iuiuaioc-  uppn  tha  rififaht  facultieB  a  vci^weakj 
Mr.  Loft  fAjqidnii  this  ojliinMed,  caroethes  kn* 
bondi  cnxcomb^  brtta  m  action  than  the  auchor 
'  his  in  (UaisMion.  Jetry  Blnkacre  we'find  a  v«Ty 
Jng^uMr  wmny-iktBatt^f  pitted  in  fcvtrai  diwrf-* . 
iiigrfWiixi  of  tScwj  Mr.  Y.&Tia  imI  dtftlb^ihewe4 
k^afetf  s  Tiny  gfioA  aAor  a>  iJm  pciftftrmanctf  of 
tfaifc  ptn  t  bv&  for  tnic  ckafaftd'  and  |>ow«t!>jfut 
fiuyfeayj  Mr.  Wth^i*  gtm  for  bsfoiid  huVj 
nor  do  we  think  it  too  indulgent  for  criticifm  to 
plscelvb;  W^  PjH.uiiibfeeafid;  who-wiefirdilignce 
sM^cnumnmet  ivon  the  ttianagcfs^  nJay  Hteke'  d 
firft  rate  low  cotnediinik 

In  dK  ch^aflar  of  Olrrhs,  we  find  an-  efltirt 
mntof  evcrjrdainbk  4u^[ific!aci6n-v  fl:e  is' proud* 
iBodttPuv  dcBchfti]^  fakif  *>•  vlover  Nvtio-lM^  eow* 
liTRkL  gnsc  ofcfigatSongopow  Hcf,.  and  ec^l^  ^- 
pafai  to  atofe  JnTboAindi^  Amt  lake  «f  a  riHfti  pd^. 
fxr^  Ihe  is  Sti  hotdrd  in.-  pritiei]c4flk^  that  a  gpod  »f- 
ttsfe  ivna^uiittf  to  laa&e  hsi  itific^al^  and  fotik 
wet  ddodc  Mi&  Pops  fliewi  kedHf  iA  this  i^ra^ 
though  botbaodiom  iavc  left  it  very  unfintAedfer 
Tcprefentation. 

Fidelia  is  a  lady  of  the  romantic  caft,  rcfolvcd 
to  have  a  man  at  any  rate  j  if  love  is  an  excufe 
for  grofi  breaches  of  decorum  ftie  mayftand  excuf- 
ed }  however,  wo  cannot  help  confidering  her  as  a 
reprehenfible  objeA.  Mn,  Tates  gave  very  ade- 
quate fatisfadion  in  perfonating  this  adventurous 
&ir  one,  yet  notwithftan'ding  her  great  merit  and 
greater  name,  we  are  not  afraid  to  declare  that 
Mrs.  Baddely  pleafes  us  better.  Mrs.  BIacka< 
<t6f  wh«  ^tlops  on  the  hobby  horfc  of  law,  reur- 
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ed  with  Mrs.  Clite  to  the  ndghbourhood  of  Scrav- 
beny-hill,  and  will  not  in  our  judgment  rcciun,  lut- 
Ids  Mrs.  Green  takes  her  by  the  hand ;  Mrs.  Sri- 
t>»EN9  made  Ibmc  very  unfuccdsful  attempts  upoa 
her  laft  winter,  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  worfe  thb.  In 
-  fhort  we  are  furprizcd  that  the  laft  mentioned  lady, 
who  has  as  link  humour  as  pathos  about  her,  Ihoidd 
be  bundled  into  lb  many  characters  of  importance 
both  tra^c  and  comic.  Mifs  Plym,  and  Mrs. 
W.  Barkv  may  both  be  juftly  ftiled  pretty  Et 
2as. 

'  The  comedy,  whatever  prufe  it  might  jrceive  in 
its  or^al  l^te  from  the  wits  and  conndfiuies  of 
the  laft  age,  or  however  it  may  be  improved  by  the 
prefent  alteration,  has  yet  many  very  weak  parts,  and 
the  remarkable  ha\t  of  having  three  chara&en 
Plaufiblc,  Novel  and  Eliza,  very  near  fuperflnaiis. 
Mr.  BtcKERSTAFF  has  ibftened  fome  rot^hnefi:  <^ 
charader,  and  onutttd  many  occepdonaUe  paflages, 
for  which  he  deierved  both  the  praife  and  i»ofit 
that  attended  the  undertaking ;  yet  wc  cannot  willi 
to  fee  the  play  often,  nor  can  we,  as  its  moral  is  at 
beft  very- vague,  ui^  the  petulkl  of  it. 
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TAMERLANE.. 

A  Tragedy:    By  Row b. 

X_  HIS  tragedy  opens  m  the  camp  of  Tamer- 
lane :  the  Prince  of  Tanais,  and  two  other  chte&, 
make  us  acquainted  with  the  charafter  of  their  iU 
lufbious  mafter ;  and  point  out  alfo  that  of  his  bru- 
tal antagonift  -,  whofe  repeated  breaches  of  faith,  in 
contempt  of  Iblemn  treaties,  has  brought  them  to 
the  cvc  of  a  decifive  battle.  Tamerlane  approaches, 
meditating  beautifully  on  the  devaftation  of  war. 
Axalla,  with  Moncfes  and  Sclima  prifoners,  prefents 
himfelfat  the  Emperor's  feet,  introducing  his  fair 
captive,  who  prores  to  be  the  Sultan's  daughter. 
She  fues  for  proteAion,  which  is  promifed  in  the 
kindeft  terms,  and  Ihe  is  ^vcn,  with  an  infinuation 
of  its  beiog  a  plealing  taflc,  to  Axalla's  care. 

Tamerlane  enquiring  whether  there  is  any  other 
prilbner  of  confideration,  Monefes  is  brought  for- 
ward :  touched  with  Tamerlane's  benevolent  re- 
ception,-he  difclofes  the  royalty  of  his  lineage,  de- 
rived from  the  Greek  emperors  (  then  mentions 
being  made,  tc^ther  with  a  female  he  calls  a  fiflier, 
captives  by  Bajazet. 

It  appears,  by  his  narration,  that  the  Turk  had 
compelled  him  to  take  arms  ;  that  being  fent  to 
guard  the  Princefs  Selima  to  her  father's  camp,  he 
had  left  Aipafia  behind  as  a  pledge  of  faith  ;  and 
that  by  Axalla's  fuperior  fortune,  he  had  fallen  into 
new  captivity.  Tamerlane,  though  he  entertains  a 
L  I  2  high 
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high  opinion  of  the  honour  and  iotrejudity  (tf  Mo- 
neys, fttt  jfEom  a  vary  dvUcate  principle,  ttrfioes  his 
fword  may  reft  neuter  during  the  impending  battle. 
Tamerlane  goes  ofF  with"  a  pious  addrcfi  to  the 
great  difpc^er  of  all  things,  for  a;^aoce.  When 
left  alone  with  Seltma,  Axalla,  who  had  coDtra&d  3 
palHon  for  her  during  his  cmbafly  at  the  Sultao'i 
courts  prefers  his  ad(lre0*es,  which  &oin  the  idea  of 
being  tvought  into  »  Hate  of  bondage  by  hiia,  flw 
ft%  Hrit  tre$u  with  ieverity  y  biK  ibfteos  £>  far  aitp 
ftC^iAovrledge  Ibe  eoiert^iusd  tender  cbovgtitf  a( 
him,  till  the  du^  oif  a  child  obliged  her  toxopSier 
him  as  her  fathei^s  foe. 

She  ceijueib  being  dclivened  to  the  Svkan,  hat 
this  the  gener«}  ob^rvBs  is  impradjcaJyle,  cw&^' 
iog  the  Qtuation  of  the  armies.  Seing  fununoocd 
to  the  Beld,  Sclim^^  yielding  to  the  inipulle  of  lon^ 
f^rms  ideas  of  his  faliing  in  battle^  Mid  ^vet  hio) 
every  coniiilxnt  mark  of  lender  regard,  which  mir 
inates  and  fills  him  with  happy  prefage*  of  fucceft. 
The  fimile  with  which  he  takes  his  leave  \$  lupor* 
0UOUS,  and  every  pine  of  the  rhunes,  in  the  two  laft 
fpeecim  of  the  firft  aA,  would  be  better  omitted 

Our  author  having  very  judicioufly  left  the  bat' 
tie  entirely  to  imaginauon,  bc^jias  his  iccond  a4 
with  Monefes,  who  mentions  the  glorious  vi&iif 
Tamerla/ie  has  obtained.  Stratoclo,  the  Gretiai^ 
brings  an  account  that  Bajazct  is  taken }  bvc  bci^ 
qucftioned  ccuuxrcing  the  fatf  of  Arpaiu,  }ie  can 
f4.y  no  more  than  thgc  there  are  lonw  wotnea  a^ 
mongft  the  prilbners.  Tlus  (ends  Mondet  off,  with 
3  damp  on  that  pleafure  vrhkh  h<  rvtKWoii  ifoa 
T«n)Cfiu)c'$  triumph, 
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Tbe  cooqaenH;  leased  in  hu  paTilUoD.  receives, 
wkfa  feifible  R^cTve,  tfae  ampluiients  of  his  geney 
f^  wtlely  ooo^idenqg  himftif  and  his  army,  but  w 
Jecoodary  caule?  c£  the  fooceis  they  have  beea 
cnnvoed  with.  The  £bUowjiiic  addFcfs  to  AxaJJa, 
ought  tQ  be  imprinted  upon  ereiy  rayait  inijeod 
way  Aibjeft  hoafi : 

Oh  Axalla, 

Cogld  I  forget  I  sm  a  man  as  thou  art, 
Would  not  th«  winter's  cold,  or  Cummer's  heal^^ 
EkJcneO,  or  thtrff  and  hunger,  aflthe  train 
Of  natur«^a  cImiomim  apiMtitcs,  aflcfting 
An  Cful  light  in  kings  and  conunon  mai, 
Rfprwp  meifi^T  i — No*  if  I  boidl  of  ought.. 
Be  it  t«  bambetn  bcav'»  loppy  inflruinentf 
The  meaoi  of  good  SJtfUvy  (eUcwcrcaturca. 
This  is  a  king's  bcft  pf  aifc. 

B^Bzet  is  here  tntn3duced,  fwelled  with  -di&p- 
ffiwuncnt,  fige,  and  horror.  Upon  the  viftor^ji 
nentioivng  tbk  he  has  a  right  to  demand  atttms- 
muit  &r  fhe  ecHrcnts  of  blood  ibed  by  and  thtxMjgh 
tbe  Suliaa's  nmbiuon,  a  r^ly  of  great  fpiric  is  made, 
jud  even  dcBance  hurled  in  the  vidorious  monarcl^ 
face.  Through  the  whole  of  thb  interview,  T»- 
mwiane  ctmtrafb  a  ^irit  of  philofophic  dignity,  to 
a  kJad  of  lavage  ftiry  ;  indeed  m^cfty,  in  leveral  ' 
pafljgies.  cafbalide  evety  ideaof  royalty,  to  beoMhe 
at^utely  icurribus :  he  nils,  cui&a,  fwears,  and 
pvcB  the  lie  ratA  groftly.  The  manner  in  which 
hit  li&  is  given  him,  the  affigninenf  of  a  royal  tent 
for  his  accommodation,  and  the  prc^fition  t^moda- 
rrn  tvrnu,  rtfkA  great  honour  upon  bis  humane, 
gtserous  conqueror ;  while  his  churlifh  refufat  of 
every  favour  ftampf  him  a  brutt. 

J  Tamer- 
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Tamerlane's  remark  of  virtuous  delicacy,  which 
does  not  adminifter  benefits  through  mercenary 
hopes  of  reward,  would  have  been  much  better  if  it 
had  been  exprcffed  without  jingle.  Upon  the«i- 
trance  of  Arpafia,  Bajazec  makes  a  fine  pi^turelque 
^unilation  of  his  own  feelings,  at  fight  <^the  wo- 
man he  loves,  in  fuch  a  fallen  ftate.  When  Hdf ' 
pre(cnt3  her  to  him,  he  comments  nervouCty  on  hn: 
difdanful  looks,  which  (he  returns  with  ^tter  re- 
proaches, for  caufing  the  wrongs  Ihe  has  fufiered: 

The  appearance  ^  Monefes  kindles  Baja2et's  in- 
dignation, which  rifcs  higher  on  the  Prince's  pre- 
fuming  to  approach  Arpafia.  Being  acculed  by  the 
Sultan  of  wanting  cour^  and  futh,  he  offers  a  fpi- 
rited  vindication,  which  puts  the  tyrant  paft  all  pa- 
tience, andcaufes  him  to  hurry  off"  in  afran»ic  fit  of 
paflion,  leaving  the  two  lovers  to  a  mournful  inter- 
view; mournful,  as  Arpafia  pathetically  inftums 
Monefes,  that  in  his  abfence,  though  (be  had  coo^ 
feflcd  herfelf  his  wife,  yet  Bajazet,  deaf  to  tears  tuid 
intreaties,  had  forced  her  into  the  cerennony  and 
confummation  of  a  marriage.  This  fcene  is  wrot^hE 
up  to  a  degree  of  melting  tcndemefs,  and  the  aSt 
concludes  with  an  affecting  feparation. 

It  is  a  misfortune  that  the  third  a£t  (hould  bcg^ 
with  another  love  fcenci  fo  much  inferior  to  that  we 
have  juft  looked  over.  Axalla,  as  we  fii^  has 
with  painful  Aru^les,  determined  to  yield  op  Seli- 
ma  to  her  father :  when  the  Emperor  comes  on, 
murmuring  at  the  thoughts  of  obligations  received, 
ihe  prefents  herfelf,  and  for  a  momenthc  feelspattr- 
nal  foftnefs  -,  but,  bdng  told  by  the  Prince  that  he 
muft  receive  her  as  a  frefli  mark  of  Tamerlane's  in- 
dulgence, the  monfter  of  pride  and  ingratitude 
breaks 
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breaks  oui^  and  he  goes  near  giving  his  benefa£lor 
that  polite  title  given  the  electors  of  Middlefcx— - 
fnm  of  the  earth — When  Sclima  fpeaks  favourably 
of  AzaUa*  Hit  comes  in  for  her  Ihare :  the  Prince 
aSerts  his  own  dignity  in  lb  becoming  a  manner, 
that  he  puts  the  unperial  fcold  into  a  corner.  Upon 
promifing  to  reftore  him  his  crown  and  empire,  the 
lavage  fixes  Tamerlane's  head  as  the  only  price  that 
can  puFchafe  his  daughter. 

r  Sodog  Axalla  Ihrink,  like  a  man  of  honour  and 
kraltyt  from  fo  bafe  a  propofidon,  he  again  pua 
00  the  bulfyi  dr^  off  Selima,  and  leaves  Axalla 
without  any  comfort  but  that  confcious  integrity 
which  prevents  even  the  fhting  impulle  of  ardent 
kffc,  fium  making  turn  undertake  a  bafe  adtion. 

We  next  meet  Moneles,  Ibliciting  an  audience  of 
-Tamerlane ;  but  being  told  by  the  Prince  of  Ta- 
nais  that  the  Emperor  is  in  private  amferencewidi 
a  Dervife,  he  goes  off"  to  make  way  for  the  two  laft 
mentKHied  characters,  who  enter  conferring  on  a 
Tcli^ous  ful^eA.  The  priefi-,  like  a  true  fanguinc- 
tigoc,  rates  Tamerlane  for  ^ving  protection  and 
coUDttnance  to  Chrittians.  The  narrowne&  of 
thought,  the  uncharitable,  excluQve  opinion  of 
iedarifts,  which  devote  to  temporal  and  fpiritual 
deftruCtion  all  who  are  not  of  thetc  own  clafs,  are  fee 
in  a  light  of  juft  contempt  by  the  following  very 
-moral,  argumentative,  conclufive  and  beautiful 
lines: 

■  ■  I   No  law  divine  condemiu  the  virtuoui 
For  differing  from  the  rules  your  Tchooh  devife  j 
Look  round  how  providence  beftows  alike,         . 
Sunfliine  and  rain,  to  blefs  (^c  fruitftil  year, 
.  On  diSerent  nations  all  of  diflcrcHtlaiths} 

An4 
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Amf  though  by  JKerenf  fismts  m^  (Ue*  wot  Mpp'd, 
Hntv'n  (stkev  Ae  T«riOM  trtliiteof  tfreif  pMtft} 
Gnce  aff  agrw  to  cnm,  «  kifl-Rrmeafl, 
One  great,  ooc^  goocF,  MK  oflFf  £.<m4  of  aHI 

Wc  an  heid  to-  alien,  thu  ttb-  pslfHt  ever  ad- 
vanced, a  mote  uA&d,  fibsfitl  piece  vf  iaAAffUeii) 
wbtcb  wi(eif  conrKkralMutuat-nMaK  ffhciker  uths 
torrid,  frigid,  or  tcmpccats  xOne }  whether  f^  coa»> 
pkaaott  Uack  or  white,  brtiwn  or  topfct  <«laur, 
•achikUeetc^oiietuinvi^inpiiFeiidpweiit, 

Behig  foiled  in  all  hk  argonxaoi  by  the  aebleft 
p'tmiples  of  leaibn'  vti  hunankft  the  hot^itatted 
prieft  cries  whu  »ds^;cr  wiU  ek^  bM  t»  theit  tb* 
prevented^  by  the  magnanitMtw  meaarchv  .w4i^ 
(liluais,  and  maci^uttjr,  we  tfliak  mm  morci^y, 
<tifinifie»  him  without  iA^  Mher'  pufiifinutH  ekin 
leppoof.  The  holy  Ai&i&a  hM^  dep^cdj  Mo- 
itdesy  opprc&d  wtK  gpria^,  praflratey  hkifelf  ac 
the  Emperor';  &et,  wnk&s  the  &lftio(id  he  had 
been  gnihy  of,  in  calfiftg  i^ipafia*  hid  TiAck,  «mI 
iMcm  hairing  hcv  reftored  a»  hifr  centra&ed  bnde(. 
Taislcrlaaey  knenting  her  to  be  B«jaaeE'»  qacnv 
jwlU^  dedinca  a&y  tmerpofitiott,  and  ftriidcMilf  fb- 
UMmntnda  the  weaning  histSBQUcm  by  maAtal  ac- 
tivtiy,  ftom  the ft^C  baodaof  loi% td  the  (hifft  df 

A  very  picafiog;.  and  poetical  piAiuw  of  th<!  mind 
under  thefe  different  influences  clofes  the  thirdafi!  t 
the  Dervifev  who-  confidcn  Tamcrlaiie's  clemency 
as  folly,,  bbgins  tha  ibur^  a&v  ac^samtug  Haly 
that  he  ha&ltrtick  out  sstoiitxr  fcheme  for  Bajazet's 
fervice-.  ^  inflaming  the  di&satonc  of  Omar,  a 
powerful  chief,,  who-  hai^Bg.cluncd  SeUras  from 

the 
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the  Emperor,  is  refufed  on  account  of  a  preference 
given  to  Axalla. 

By  what  Omar  fays  at  his  entrance,  we  find,  that 
he  confiders  Tamerlane  as  under  peculiar  obligati- 
ims  to  him,  and  ungrateful  in  refufing  his  requeft. 
The  Dervile  relumes  his  inflammatory  infinuations, 
and  Haly,  mentioning  that  Selima  may  be  had  ac 
her  father*s  hands,  the  Tartar  determines  to  join 
Bajazct's  caufe  :  hearing,  by  found  of  trumpet,  the 
Emperor's  approach,  they  retire. 

A  fong,  fuited  to  the  diftrcfs  of  Arpafia,  and 
much  better  written  than  ibngs  in  general,  occurs 
here.  The  mufic  ended,  Ihe  meditates  on  death, 
as  a  dcfirable  refuge  from  forrow  j  but,  as  a  Chri- 
ftdan,  nobly  refifts  fomc  great  examples  of  felf-de- 
ftruftion.  Tamerlane,  upon  the  humane  principle 
of  confolation  appears,  and  endeavours  to  balm  the 
fair  one's  wounded  mind.  Bajazet  entering  while 
they  are  in  conference,  takes  a  jealous  alarm,  and 
burlb  into  fury  like  a  fprung  mine.  His  vulgarity 
in  the  firft  fcene  we  have  been  fevere  upon,  but 
that  we  find  in  the  fcene  before  us,  no  lafti  of  criri- 
ciiin  is  any  way  equal  to. 

After  bearing  more  than  is  polTible  to  imagine, 
Tamerlane  warms  fo  far  into  rcfentment,  that  he  de- 
livers Bajazet  to  the  guards,  and  orders  him  to  be 
executed  :  this,  by  Arpafia's  interpofition,  with  the 
Emperor's  lenity,  is  fet  afide,  and  Tamerlane  pru- 
dendy  retreats,  left  he  fhould  be  kindled  into  rage 
again.  What  pity  it  is  that  Mr.  Rowe  has  made 
him  fpeak  a  fort  of  epilogue  to  every  fcene. 

The  irafcible  Turk,  whofe  barbarous  mind  no 
weight  of  obligation  can  imprefs,  goes  off,  ftorming 
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at  Arpafia  for  having  faved  his  hfe ;  and  difclaim- 
ing  paradife,  becaufe  woman  is  placed  there.  This 
thought  admits  of  an  objeftion,  if  we  confider  the 
Mahometan  opinion,  that  all  the  females  of  this  life  - 
are,  after  death,  annihilated  ;  *tis  true,  the  prophet  has 
furnifhed  the  future  world  with  bkck-eyed  girls«  but 
we  know  not  whether  this  juftifies  Bajazct's  extrava- 
gantidea.  ArpaJla,  almoft  funk  with  accumulating 
forrows,  fo  much  increafed  by  the  tyrant's  vile  iirii- 
ouation  of  ciiminajity  with  Tamerlane,  is  joined  by 
Monefes  ;  their  mutual  plaints  are  extremely  pa- 
thedc,  the  interchange  of  affeftion  highly  intertft- 
ing,  but  the  fcene  concludes  with  two  triplets  which 
we  can  by  no  means  approve  ;  they  are,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  fimilitude,  like  yellow  fringe  Upon 
the  border  erf"  a  mourning  gown. 

Bajazet  now  comes  forward,  making  large  pro- 
mifcs  to  his  new  ally  Omar,  by  whole  afli(tance  diere 
are  favourable  appearances  of  his  gaining  ample  re- 
vengeupon Tamerlane.  There  is  fomethingoddhere, 
that  Axatia  fhould  be  made  and  detained  a  prifoner 
in  his  mailer's  camp  i  however,  he  is  brought  on  by 
Omar  in  that  ftate.  The  Sultan  propofes  to  tix 
prince,  either  joining  with  him  or  death  j  AxaS^ 
with  noble  firmnefs^  prefers  the  latter,  which,  but 
for  Sdima*s  folicitation  is  refolved  on  :  at  his 
daughter's  requeft,  the  Sultan  defers  lus  fcntence, 
and  Selima  takes  him  off*  to  try  the  power  of  her 
pcrfuafion. 

Aff^rs  being  thus  feemingly  well  dtfpelcd  for 
BaJKKt's  grand  defign  of  recovering  empire,  he  con- 
cludes the  fourth  a&  with  a  moft  noble  afiimuladcn 
of  himfelf  to  Jove  engaged  with  the  Titans.  Ar- 
pafia,  again  in  foliloquy,  commences  the  fifth  ad  : 


Dg.l.z.ilt>,GoOg[C 


The  DRAMATIC  CENS6R.      26V 

-*-«>«.  ■' 

•vtc  think  there  is  a  famenels  in  this  lady's  lonely 
meditations,  which  rather  palls :  fhe  informs  us  q£ 
what  we  already  know,  that  Monefes  is  made  a  pri- 
ibner.  While  (he  is  indulging  gloomy  thought, 
Sajazet  enters,  confeHing  what  influence  ihe  has  over 
his  mind,  even  in  the  midft  of  moll  importiuic  con- 
cerns V'  that  even  empire  and  revenge  hold  but  the 
lecond  place  in  his  heart.  He  determines,  either 
by  g;encle  means  or  force,  to  uke  her  vith  him  ; 
the  former  he  tries  in  terms,  for  him,  unufually 
finooth  }  her  diiHainful  treatment  of  his  Iblicitation, 
again  kindles  up  the  flames  of  palTion,  and  he 
thteatens  her  with  death  j  but  fuppoifuig  that  the 
cxecudon  of  Monefes  will  wound  deeper  than  the 
lola  of  her  own  life,  he  orders  the  unhappy  prince  m 
be  flrangled  in  her  fight 

The  pwting  of  theft  lovers  is  particularly  pathe- 
tic, though  we  think  there  is  fomcthing  very  difa- 
greeable  in  the  mode  of  Mooefes's  cataftrophc 
Arpafta's  cad  is  not  totally  unnatural,  but  bears 
rather  uk)  hard  upon  probability ;  the  word  ik^^ 
tmcc  ufcd  in  her  lafl;  fpeech,  is  much  more  becom- 
ing a  lady  q(  eafy  virtue  than  a  tragedy  heroine, 
however  agitated  :  the  confuQon  of  Bajazet,  at 
lofing  the  woman  he  loves  lb  ftrangely^  is  interrupt- 
ed by  the  Dervife,  who  brings  intelligence,  that  as 
there  are  apparent  movements  in  the  camp,  it  be- 
comes necefl^  to  halten  flight :  fcarce  has  he  A- 
nifliediiis  mcfiage,  when  Omar  declares  that  they  are 
furrounded,  and  imputes  the  difcovery  q£  their  de- 
fies to  a  pririfoner,  who,  by  the  Frincefs's  ordet, 
was  fufiercd  to  efcape.'  Bajazet,  Itruck  with  his 
daughter's  treachery,  refolves  to  take  revenge  upon ' 
Asalla. 

M  m  2  Bnng 
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Tfwbir, 

Being  told  he  was  the  peribn  that  had  cf- 
caped,  his  fury  rages  againft  her,  and  he  makes  fc- 
vcral  attempts  to  kill  her,  but  fome  feehngs  of  the 
father  prevent  his  fatal  purpofe ;  at  length,  hearing 
the  approach  of  Tamerlane,  he  configns  her  fate  to 
the  mutes,  from  whom  fhe  is  refcued  by  Aialla, 
while  the  tyrant  is  once  more  taken  into  cuftody. 

After  fuch  repeated  and  capital  provocations,  we 
are  not  to  be  furprized  that  the  Emperor's  lenity 
gives  way  tohis  juftice  ;  further  forgivenefs  would 
have  been  a  proftitutlon  of  mercy  :  the  fentencc  he 
paiTes  upon  Bajazet  of  being  caged,  is  feverer  than 
death,  by  fo  much  as  pain  of  mind  is  more  infuSer- 
ablcthan  that  of  the  body.  The  Sultan's  departure 
is  ftriiflly  confonant  to  his  behaviour  all  through  the 
piece,  wliich  concludes  with  a  very  noble  remark 
upon  that  impious  pride,  which  forgets  the  depen- 
dant ftate  of  human  nature,  and  arr^ates  to  itfeff 
the  advantages  and  grandeur  of  life. 

Notwithftanding  this  play  is  merely  uled  as  an 
■anniverfary  one,  yet,  we  think,  when  a£tors  capable 
of  fupporting  it  can  be  found,  that  it  fliould  ftand 
more  forward  in  the  rank  of  living  tragedies.  The 
incidents  are  various  and  affeftingj  the  unities  tolc^ 
rably  well  prefcrved,  the  fentiments  elevated,  and 
the  language  adequate  without  bombaft.  It  is  in 
fome  places  rather  too  flowery,  and  the  verfification 
fo  flowing,  fo  feldom  broke,  that  it  requires  great 
judgment  in  fevera!  of  the  parts  to  avoid  monotony. 

Tamerlane  is  a  character  worth  every  monarch's 
imitation,  aftivcand  intrepid  as  a  ibldier  ;  wife,  juft 
and  merciful,  as  a  fovcreign  ;  affable,  friendly,  and 
'benevolent,  as  a  man  :  he  reflefts  that  credit  upon 
his  ftation,  whicli  no  ftation  nor  dignity  can  give  a» 
unworthy 
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unworthy  pofleflbr.    No  higher  compliment  could 
be  paid  King  William  than  marking  him  out  as  - 
the  original  of  this  pleaHng  piAure.  ■ 

Mr.  QyiN  fupporttd  Tamerlane  with  great  dig- 
nity, but  offended  by  his  unnatural  fweU  of  une-  . 
ranee.  Mr.  Havard  had  all  the  eflential  placidity, 
but  wanted  confequcnce  both  of  figure  and  deport-' 
ment.  Mr.  Sheridan  ftiewed  more  propriety  than 
eicher,  as  to  exprefBon,  but  in  appearance  and  de- 
portment fell  very  fhrat  of  the  firft  mentioned  gen- 
deman.  We  have  feen  Mr.  Sowdon  do  the  part 
rcfpeftably.  The  two  prcfent  Tamerlancs  are  not  ' 
worth  mention,  they  want  both  inMrnal  and  external 
rcquifites.  Omar  would  do  much  better  for  McITrs. 
Bbnsley  and  Aickin  -,  the  former  (rf"  thefe  gentle- 
mm  has  been  placed  in  fuch  a  variety  of  afting^ 
though  always  the  fame,  as  was  fcarce  ever  known  j 
fops,  lovers,  declaimers,  tyrants.  Who,  but  Mr; 
CoLMAK,  could  have  allotted  Sir  Brilliant  Fathion 
and  Barbarofia  to  the  fame  performer  ?  efpecially 
one  who  has  no  variation. 

■  Bajazet,  though  a  hateful,  and  indeed  vulgar  cha- 
raSer,  always  claims  particular  notice  from  an  au-^ 
dience  1  there  is  a  refiftive  fpirit  about  him  which 
gives  pleafure,  notwithftrinding  If  is  founded  upoii 
the  worft  principles.  His  pride,  ambition,  ingra- 
titude and  cruelty,  are  detcft;ible,  yet  greatly  coun- 
terballanced  by  his  noble  ideas  of  indepcndance  i 
he  is  the  moft  agreeable  monftcr  we  know,  and  very 
great  powers  are  wanted  to  do  the  author  juftice.    ■ 

Mr.  QuiN,  in  the  brutal  paft,  excelled  all  the 

Bajazets  we  have  Icen,  but  had  no  part  of  the  requi- 

fite  fpirit.     Mr.  Barry,  though  better  in  the  latter, 

had  too  much  harmony  of  voice  and  feature  to 

mark 
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iqu'k  the  former  properly  ■,  for  though  a  fiift  ijwkcn 
or  fair  looking  man  may  be  a  brute,  yet  fuch  bei^ 
a  deceptive  diarafter,  does  not  Bll  our  idea  on  tbf 
flage.  In  the  laft  fcene  with  Selima,  Mr.  Bakry*! 
CKcllence  furpaflcs  our  praiie.  Mr.  Bekky  b- 
boured  through  the  pait  abominably,  and  Mr. 
Smith  has  made  lamentable  attempts  upon  it :  for 
«0eatial  fire,  contemptuous  afpe^  extent  and  vaiis- 
ty^of  voice,  we  pUce  Mr.  Mossof  firft,  at  the  iame 
time  ^at  we  allow  Mr.  Holland  great  merit  \  u 
die  chains  and  Turkifh  habit  readered  his  mcchft- 
oical  movements  b:fs  o&aTiTe  than  they  were  io 
modem  cloaths.* 

Nfoncles  is  d^nguiflied  by  nothing  but  his  lovt 
sid  misfbrtunesi  which  reduce  him  to  a  moft  whin- 
ing ftate:  he  is  generally  given  tolecond-rateadan^ 
though  he  cenainly  was  drawn  for,  and  delemi 
c^tal  ones.  We  have  had  pleafure  from  feeing 
Mr.  Ryan  exhibit  this  prince,  and  pais  from  Mr. 
Hull.  It  hurries  us  beyond  all  padencc,  to  think 
that  any  degree  of  man^erical  authoriqr»  whether 
ignorant  ot  malicious,  IhoukI  force  fo  rdpedaUea 
performer  totally  out  of  his  way. 

Mr.  RsDDisH  is  extremely  pleafing  and  chande- 
riftic ;  he  neither  nfes  above,  nor  falls  below  his  au- 
thor, and  has  more  merit  than  all  the  other  moi  pot 
together,  ^  it  is  now  played  at  Drury  Lane  :  whj 
does  not  Mr.  Ross  do  it  at  Covent  Garden,  whence 
mthout  any  great  d^ree  of  eminence  he  mult  ftand 
foremoft. 

Axalla,  we  thought,  could  fcsuxcly  be  worftthan 
in  the  late  Mr.  Palmer's  hands,  but  Mr,  Packer 
»nd  Mr.  Perry,  are  ftrong  proofs  <^  our  miftake  v 
foch  a  brace  of  heroic  lovers— hoh  !  hoh !  hoh  I 

were 
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were  furdy  never  fccn  before.  Omar,  when  per- 
formed by  Mr.  Sparks,  made  a  very  confpicooqa 
figure ;  at  prefent,  he  falls  off  confiderably  in  die 
haQds  of  Mr.  Hurst,  thoi^h  he  is  fecond  beft  ia 
die  play,  for  wc  have  ^ken  of  Mr,  BasLvly  in  the 
Sultan  as  he  w<u,  not  as  he  is.  The  remaining  male 
charaders  are  too  inconfiderable  for  notice,  being 
generally  given  to  the  tag-rag  and  bob-tail  c£  il. 
theatre. 

Arpafia*s  painful  fituation  touches  fenfibility,!  we 
fympathize  with  her  tears,  whilewe  are  pleated  with 
■  her  fpirit  and  conftancy.  We  could  never  admire 
Mrs.  Wofpington's  crgaKing  of  this  part;  *tia 
true,  Ihe  SguFcd  it  fo  elegantly,  that  her  firft  zp- 
pearance  prejudiced  fp^dators  in  her  favour  ;  but 
harmony  of  perfon  was  greatly  injured  by  diflbnaiK» 
of  voice.  Mrs.  Pritchard  played  the  princds 
much  better,  but  had  not  the  neceflary  foftnels.  Mrs. 
Bellamy  had  the  proper  degree  of  pathos,  but 
whined.  Mifs  Miller  has  ftumblcd  upon  the 
pan  moft  injudiciouQy  ;  while  Mrs.  Barry  looks, 
moves,  fpe^s,  and  feels  up  to  the  highefl:  degree  of 
cridciffD. 

ScUma  is  a  mere  foil  to  Arpafia,  of  very  little  con- 
fcquence,  and  therefore  very  little  attended  to,  yet 
we  remember  to  have  feen  Mrs.  Elmy  give  her  un- 
common graces.  Mrs.  W.  Barry  and  Mrs.  Mat- 
tocks are  agreeable,  but  we  beg  leave  to  hint  that 
the  laA;  mentioned  lady  has  a  ftrong  taint  of  the 
cathedral  fiile. 

Wethinkthe  play  ofTAMERLANE  has  two  con- 

fpicuous  faults  t  firft,  the  double  love  plot,  which 

renders  Axalla  and  Sclima  very  unaffeding ;  next, 

ihe  author's  negleft  of  giving  Eaftcm  charafters 

Aunetbing 
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fomething  of  the  Elaftem  ftile  j  this  is  a  commenda- 
ble propriety  which  the  author  of  Zingis  has  ad- 
hered ta  The  frequent  execrations  we  meet  are 
alfo  cenfurabje,  nor  can  we  forgive  fo  many  repeti- 
tions of  the  word  Alha,  the  immediate  title  of  the 
Supreme  Being  is  not  fit  for  ftage  cxpreffion  j  how- 
ever, thb  tragedy,  well  performed,  mufl:  plcafc  in 
icprefentation,  and  we  cannot  apprehend  any  pre- 
judice from  perufal  of  it :  indeed,  fome  fcenes  arc 
^lighly  inftruiftive,  and  worthy  rccoUeiftion  of  the 
molt  ferious  mind. 
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All  in  the  wrong; 

A  Co«*»V:B^  Mr.  MuRPHV. 

O  i  R  JciiA  liefUefi  )xffns  this  pUf,  refleftmg 
on  himfitf  for  takii^  to  wh  *n  inipFt^)er  peritm  ; 
uid  enquittl  (^  Robin  which  door  fhe  wait  outjthat' 
towards  the  Ibtet;  or  ocie  to  iht  Paric  \  being  an- 
IWered  thioUgH  the  Itttbr*  jealoti^  fufpicions  arife; 
which  the  domeftic  hOndUy  and  fenfibly  endeavours 
to  reoMMvfroiti  hk  inafler*s  mibd;  biit,  like  a  tmd 
jeif-tonncnteri  ^r  John,  though  mach  in  lov^  with 
has  lady,  from  wMch  principle  alone  he  married  her, 
Increales  flladoiM  into  fuUtanccs;  for  the  ftrange 
purpofe  of  wooing  ,hla  o#n  perptexity:  Robert 
tibknts,  that  this  fbange  mode  of  beha^oar^has 
faunKd  her  ladyfhip  alfowith  jealouTf: 

The  baronet,  on  hearing  that  (he  bent  h£r  cbuHe 
towards  the  Horfe  Guards;  grows  very  warm ;  and 
fending  off  Robin,  goes  hlmfelf,  fraught  wh;h  ideas 
of  cuckoldom,  in  ptirfuit  of  her.  Behnont  aiid 
Beverley  meet  j  the  purport  of  their  convcriation  is  a 
mutual  confefiion  of  love,  the  former  with  ClarifTa, 
and  the  latter  with  Belinda.  From  what  paffes,  it 
appears,Aat  Beverley  has  a  temper  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  Sir  John'si  which  is  roufed  into  s  ftate  of  conG- 
derable  f<^icitudc,  by  mention  that  Belinda's  Mher 
and  Bdmont^s  have  determined  upon  uniting  theif 
chtldreti  by  marriage;  however,  to  relieve  his 
fiiend's  pain,  Belmont  declares,  that  Ciarilfa  and  he 
have  atgjKcA  motiers  ib  as  to  counteract  the  old  gen^ 
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tlemen's  defigns.  Thb  gives  Beverley'  great  fatis- 
faftion,  and  to  increafe  his  rapture  Belioda  appears, 
whom  he  addreOes  with  much  gallantry  .-  he  pre- 
fcnts  her  his  picture,  which  fhe  partly  approves,  but 
thinks  a  better  painter  might  have  been  founds 
mc^idg  Cupid,  who  forms  the  moft  pleaHhg  im- 
preflions. 

Clarifla  and  BcImont>  who  indeed  fay  nothing 
worth  ftaying  on  for,  retire,  and  leave  their  friends 
to  a  tete-a-tete.  Beverley  feetns  co  think  Belinda's 
inclination  is  not  toQlly  hit,  and  from  this  idea  he 
behaves  to  her  in  a  Itrange  manner,  for  which  Ihe 
properly  reproves  him ;  many  trifling  motives  of- 
irritation  ftart  up,  and  the  converfatioa  is  a  kind  of 
fnip-fnap.  At  lengdi,  juftly  irritated  at  hb  peevifh 
fufpicions,  (he  retorts  upon  him  emphatically,  and 
he  endeavours  to  rcprefent  the  whims  of  ia&  uneafy, 
capricious  niind,  as  delicacy.  Lady  Re(Uels  crof- 
fmg  the  ftage  interrupts  them,  and  they  go  off  with 
a  promife  froni  Belinda,  that  flie  will  let  him  into 
that  lady's  charafter,.  The  baronet's  perturbed  con- 
fort,  upon  not  being  immediately  anfwered  upon 
ringing  at  her  own  door,  fuppofes  that  fome  bafe 
tranfadions  are  going  forward  in  the  houIe>  and  flrps 
afide  to  watch.  ■ 

Having  heard  the  bell  tatt)e,  the  chambennju4 
opens  the  door.  Marmalct,'  a  vifitor,  after  fome 
reflexions  upon  their  different  fervices,  is  going  ofFj 
her  ladylhip  coming  again  to  the  door,  and  feeing 
this  fecond'hand  gentlewoman '  neatly  decked  out, 
demands  her  bufinefs,  intimating,  that  fhe  fuppoles 
'  it  has  been  with  Sir  John  ;  the  girl's  natural  con- 
fufion  at  fuch  an  imputation,  ftrengthens  fufpicioo. 
During  MarmaleC's  viodication,  obfcrving  her  ta 
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have  a  fiefh  complexbn.  Lady  ReEUels,  fuppofing 
bcr  to  be  painted^  attonpts  rubbing  off  the  unnatu- , 
ral  omament :  finding  ic  real,  fuch  a  complexion 
gives  her  fre/h  uneafincis,  and  fhe  orders  the  con- 
founded waiting-woman  to  come  no  more  near  her 
doors.  Marmalet's  going  0?  rather  pettishly,  helps 
to  feed  herjealoufy,  as  annexing  fuch  pertneis  to  the 
idea  of  a  mifbels  i  and  it  grows  to  fuch  a  whimfical> 
pitch,  that  Ihc  fuppofcs  Sir  John  has  given  her  the 
faandfome  gown  (he  wears.  She  then  enquires  for 
ber  ^ule,  and  being  told  he  is  gone  out,  expofes 
flill  more  ber  own  veakniRls,  by  rating  of  TattlCj  her 
maid. 

Belinda  and  Bcrerley  here  enter,  again  refumlng 
the  former  fubjed  ■,  his  uncertain  temper,  of  which 
the  lady  feems  to  have  a  very  clear  idea  -,  therefore, 
brings  him  to  expletive  preliminaries,  which  he  im- 
plicitly fubfcribes  to.  Seeing  Sir  William  and 
flandfbrd,  ihe  hurries  him  off,  and  b  three  lines 
•obferves,  that  though  the  old  gentlemen  are  laying 
their  beads  >togetber.^  coyntera^l:  the  fchemesof 
love,  yet  they  mult  be  di&ppointed. 

The  fathers,  iaa  few  Jines,  exprefs  what  we  have 
been  previoully  acquainted  with,  their  mutual  inten- 
tions concerning  their  children.  Selinda  beuig 
Xpoken  to  on  the  fubjeft,  mentions  Beverley,  as  hav- 
ing been  once  encouraged  by  her  iather  ;  but  he 
Xtbferving  that  he  has  changed  his  mjod,  perempto- 
rily infifts  upon  her  obeying  the  diftates  of  his  will : 
ihis  tyrannic^  obltinacy  throws  her  into  an  over- 
,  powering  diftrcfs  of  mind,  fo  that  flic  faints,  juft  as 
^ir  John  Reftlefs  comes  on,  and  in  her  faint^g  drops 
JBeverley'/S  picture.  While  the  baronet  is  engaged 
j^ppn  a  principle  of  humanity  in  aflUting  the  diftreflfd 
'  N'n  2  fair 
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fiuroiic,  bis  turbuknc  conlbit  fees  him  tratn  a  ins- 
dow,  and  mifinterpiecs  Im  meanh^  inco  plSbaaxy  \ 
upon  his  propofing  lo  take  Belinda  iatt}  his  hode, 
her  kdyfliip  dies  dovQ  to  ccmfnMit  tinim. 

The  young  lady  chufing  to  go  home.  Sir  Joho 
hutnandy  and  politely  gives  her  perfenid  ccnduft : 
Lady  Reftldi  entering  upon  tlieir  dt|3artunE|  ii 
quite  enraged  that  flic  miJ^  them,  but  piou  ^ 
die  picture  Belinda  dropped,  apd  hc^>es  fntn  dxuKe 
to  make  Ibme  difcovcty. 

At  the  beginning  ^thelea^aS;  we  meet  Sir 
John  enquiring  of  Robert  for  his  lady }  ic«f^  htf 
approach  with  Tatde,  he  fteps  a&de,  to  hear,  if  fot- 
Gble,  any  thing  c(»iibnant  to  his  fuipickMU.  "Vfha 
Lady  Reftlefs  enters,  fhe  blames  fattle  Ah*  bo^  i^ 
a  confpiracy  againft  htfr^  then'  reflcfts  uptm  the 
bi£hire,  which  beii^  that  of  a  man,  fhe  fuppofei  to 
be  a  former  gallant  t^  the  unknown  lady.  At  tUi 
point  of  dme^  while  Die  Is  rajling  ags^ut  hufbaadi, 
her  lord  and  mailsr  peeps  in  -,  during  feme  remaiki 
jhe  makes  upon  the  unequ^  rcftrifUons  of  mcD  and 
women  in  the  married  ftate,  he  fwallows  w^  )hc 
lays  as  a  proof  of  infidelity.  Tattle  being  onlcFcd 
down  flairs,  the  jealous  lady  wilhes  fhe  had  never 
ieen  her  hufband's  face,  which  kind  com{4imeiK  Kb 
returns  afide :  Ihe  contemplates  the  pidure,  adowcs 
its  beauty,  and  feeling  pertiime  puts  it  near  her  ait, 
chk  Sir  John  takes  for  Idllii^  it.  While  fhe  goes  on 
to  compliment  the  portrait, wifhing  thatlhe  had  fodi 
a  man,  the  baronet  enters  tip-toe,  comes  behind,  hdi 
over  her  Ihouldcr,  and  fecms  to  approve  her  chMce 
of  a  gallant :  at  length,  his  padence  bong  quite  a- 
haufted,  he  fnatcha  the  bauble }  a  fquabblecnfocs, 
^herein  mutual  miftakes  occur  laugh^tly  % .  hi 
cha^ 
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pharan  iibr  widi  gu3t,  afid  fbe  warmly  ncriminatea 
f^nn  liim^  he  tqifaraids  her  with  thepidure,  and 
Ae  Inmwhh  the  hd^  faewai  afliftiiig,  dU  the  fcene 
fUesinco^  divree  (^pecnltar^eaiantry :  atlafths' 
goes  off  i»fiiicrfbaKpro(^i^;^iiifi:  her,  and  Ibe  goes 
bff  tD  attain  inoeagi^iifthiiii. 

jlir  Jofaa  re-enters  fixxi  indi  Rdiert,  definng  him 
tohjok  at  the  pidnre,  and  enquires  if  he  can  diftin. 
guifii  :iriiD  it  is,  infiAiag  at  the  lame  time  that  he 
inn  teU  if  he  villt  he  tries  eroy  means  to  pum^  , 
facact  iacdligeiioe  out  of  hnn,  tsut  irahoat  a  fatif- 
jafinty  answer,  A  Footman  comes  on  and  enquiiek 
ibr  Sit  John's }  the  Baronet  aiks  his  bufinels,  and 
tjjaa  a  letter  jbr  Lwly  RefUcTs  &om  him  (  which 
open  peru&I  af^iears  to  be  written  by  Lotd  Con- 
tfae&  in  his  Lady's  abicnce,  as  an  cxculpanon  of, 
lis  guik  with  which  Mannalet  was  charged  in  die 
fiiftad;ajidwhich,by  the  tenor  of  his  Lordlhip's 
letter,  has  fince  been  oiforced  by  Lady  Reftlds.  . 
Sir  Jdm,  ftiO  in  a  ftate  <^egregbus  miftalcei  in- 
terprets an  this  to  tns  wife's  diflionour,  employs 
Jl^icrt  Vi  go  and  eoqvnie  ibr  Mrs.  Mannaiet^  and . 
Atans  mcse  alarmed  at  bdi^  tokl  fhe  vilhs  Tattle  ^ 
be  .^>p(uats  a  meeting  too  with  the  waiting-wo- 
mm  in  the  Kid-Cage- Walk,  and  cautions  Robert 
p3  ecBeme  fecrecy,  deliring  at  the  fame  time  that 
fte  may  meet  ium  maflced.-  Matters  thus  iettled, 
-|ie  goes  to  fearch  for  the  original  of  that  pi<5hire' 
which  he  found  in  his  wife's  poffi:lIion. 

Bekhont  and  Beverley  fucceed  the  dilcontented  . 
^tite  convcriing  upon  thdr  amorous  concerns } 
tfidit  appears  tiiat  Belmont's  fetfaer.  Sir  William, 
jKai  pofitirdy  declared  againft  his  union  with  Cla- 
iifla  i  iiowevcx  be  affures  Berarley  of  never  innrfer- 
"'-    '  3  ing 
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ing  with  his  miftrtis,  Bdinda ;  notwithftanding 
which,  that  very  odd  mortal  goes  off  in-  a  ftile  that 
we  know  not  well  wliethcr  he  is  pleafed  or  difpleaf- 

'  ed.  Sir  John  enters,  and  by  the  introduftioa  c£ 
nha^s  o'clock  joins  Belmont,  in  whom  he  can  dif- 
cover  nO  likencfs  of  the  pi&ire :  Beverley  reenter- 
ing accolh  Belmont,  in.  phraieology.  die  author 
feems  fond  of,  my  boy,  dear  rc^e,  &?f.  ,  Sir  John 
cruifes  round  for  the  purpole  of  difcovery,  con- 
fiders  Be^%rley  very  minutely,  and  draws  condull- 
ons  of'  his  being  the  original  of  that  pifbure  which 
lias  given  hun  &>  much  unealinels.  The  behaviour  of 
£ir  John  here  has  no  doubt  faiimour,  Jiut  we  think 
the  author  has  facrificed  probable  natace  to  cajpt^ 

.  at  laughter,  Belmont  and  Beverley  being  very  juft- 
~ly  furprifcd  at  his  behaviour,  he  thinks  they  laugh 
at  him  ;  indeed  the  exercifc  of  a  cane  over  hii 
Jhouldcrs  would  better  fuit  his  behaviour,  but  that 
He  efcapes. 

At  length  .Beverley  knowing  the  pi^re  to  be 
that  he  gave  Belinda,  catches  jealous  feelings,  efpe- 
cially  as  Sir  John  puts,  it  hailily  into  his  pocket, 
and  upon  being  alked  another  fighc  of  it  retires 
precipitately  into  his  houfej  this  fcts  the  tinder- 
tempered  lover  into  a  blaze,  as  fuppQfing  his  mif- 
trefs  has  given  that  token  of  regard  to  another 
gallant ;  the  a£t  ccmcludes  with  a  Ihort  and  unne- 
cefiary  foliloquy  of  Sir  John's,  intimating  that  he 
ifluft  provethe  identity  of  Beverley. 

The  two  young  ladies,  Belinda  and  Clarifla, 
meet  us  at  the  b^tnning  of  the  third  aSt,  lliU  ccHt- 
verfing  upon  thdr  matrimonial  projeAs ;  the- latter 
ieems  to  hefitate  at  fome  refolves  ihe  has  taken, 

-  while  the  former  appears  to  laugh  at  her  di/Bdenre ; 

the 
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die  c^ricc  of  Beverley  is  mentioned  again  by  Be- 
linda, who,  notwithftandij^  fuch  a  cickliih  temper* 
cannot  avoid  laving  the  man : '  Cladfla  very  yoMj 
remarks  that  there  is  Ibme  reafon  to  doubt  her 
Aiend's  temper,  being  rather  like  the  man*s  Ihe 
complains  of;  this  Belinda  denies,  and  Beverley  is 
incroduced  to  fpeak  for  himfelf ;  after  a  few  llnes^ 
Belmont  afks  for  the  pidure,  which  Die  cannoc 
find,  and  charges  one  or  other  of  them  with  having 
it,  this  nettles  Beverley :  Seeing  the  capricious  lo- 
vers ready  to  fquabble  again,  Belmont  and  his  mif- 
trefs  very  prudently  retire  from  the  approaching 
florni. 

When  they  are  gone  the  agitated  fwain  upbraids 
his  lady  very  fevcrcly,  for  having  given,  as  he 
fuppofes,  his  pidure  to  a  more  favoured  gallant  ;■ 
his  childilh  behaviour  Ihe  only  laughs  at,  and  indeed 
it  deferves  no  other  treatment.  She  leaves  him  in  . ' 
a  ftate  of  diffatisfaftion ;  but  returns  foon  wth 
Clarifla,  they  pafs  him  by,  fiieer  at  his  uneafinds, 
and  thereby  increafe  it  much ;  in  foliloquy  he  ex- 
prefles  himfelf  with  vehemence,  and  detn-mining 
to  know  the  bottom  of  the  matter  he  .refolves,  when, 
they  are  out  of  light,  to  vifit  Sir  John,  whole  houfe 
he  knows  by  haying  feen  him  go  into  it. 
-  Lady  Rdllds  meeting  Robert  with  fome  cloaiht 
over  his  own,  flops  him  to  iearch  the  pockets  for 
letters ;  not  6nding  any,  (he  renews  her  £>rmer  ac 
cufadon  againfl:  the  fervant,  that  he  is  her  etttm/' 
and  in  combin^on  with  his  matter }  hearing  a  rap  ' 
at  the  doM  (he  liftens,  and,  Tatde  coming  on,  en- 
quires who  is  at  the  door,  then  upbraids  her  for 
gcnng  out  without  leave  i  on  being  informed  that 
Ihe  went  to  bring  Marmalet  for  their,  mutual  jufti- 
ficatiofl, 
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ficatkui,  thitf  is  raoftniad  into  a  ficfh  criow  1^  her 
Ladyflup,  and  (be  refUvca  upoh  vifitiog  Lady  Coo- 
queft^  having  had  noaafwN'  toWrkOBr]  Tank} 
tnie  to  her  name  and  IfattioM,  thio#K  6m  a&ppoft^ 
tion  which  gradSet  Lady  RefileQ'l  fu^Mdons,  by 
tclUng  that  Robert  was  M  Lord  Coticpidl^i,  deft- 
nog  Mannalct  to  meet  }hi  maftcr  » the  evening: 

While  the  wretchod  w^  'a  ci^oyii^  chia  [Ktce  of 
information,  a  iervant  acquaints  her  that  agemte- 
Run  below  wanu  to  {pak.  to  Sir  Jf4iB  about  a  pic- 
ture i  h(^ing  ibmc  difoovery  frcHn  thia  iottrnew, 
file  Mders  him  to  be  fliewn  Up  ftun ;  T«td^s  in* 
telligence,  which  fhe  &ems  wilUng  to  enrich  wkb 
all  the  ornaments  oi  fcand^  is  intemiptcd  by  Be- 
To-ley's  a{^roach.  After  mjittial  fidutation  they 
enter  upon  the  fubj^  of  his  infit*  when  tbey  plant 
thorns  in  each  other's  brea&  \yf  a  chain  o£  mifia^ 
terpretadons ;  he  loc^s  upon  it  as  certain  that 
^Bdinda  gave  Sir  John  the  pifhirc,  and  to  confinrt 
the  matter  her  Ladyflup  fedmgly  deicribes  the  St^ 
tuation  fbc  faw  them  in  durii^  die  fiunting  fit  (. 
adding^  that  Ihe  bdieves  her  hufband  c^nUe  of 
■    any  vile  aAion. 

This  iccne  is  admirably  wdl  wrought  up,  as  the 
confulion  of  miftakes  arUe  frcMn  very  probdik  ap- 
pearances, and  the  charadtra  part  undiT  coim&ioa 
that  their  fears  have  been  wdl  fotaded.  T1» 
£:ene  changing  to  the  Park^  Sir  John  enters  bdbre 
his  own  houfe,  fully  perftuded  that  he  has  difeo^ 
vercd  bis  wife's  parafnour  j  juft  at  dtis  irdbant  he 
fees  Beverley  coming  ftom  tus  hou^  and  ^Hog 
Robert  a  gradficadan  fat  his  trouble  j  when  di^' 
j«dous  lover  percdves  dw  jealous  hufband,  he  ac- 
cofls  him  with  a  degreectf  pecviOuids  whrch  it  ab- 
fwored 
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Sfi^ttd  ifi  t^  i4(DC  ftile  :  Here  recriminacipn  'ple^' 
iantl^  enfues,  and  the  puziic  oi  circumltaDces  U 
iic^i  i^  in  A  pleafifig  tnanrier ;  each  catches  eagerly 
MwMdM^s  his  own  x^inion,  while  jeaipufy  gives 
.iipp[aufe,thai:  Ihe  m4kes  them  fMch  ridiculpgs;fool3. 

-^tuitg'Cathc  quick,  when  Sir  John  leaves  him, 
.Bevq'lf^.fi^l^res  th^t^he  wili  have  one .intervieij? 
.wUi  his  j£alle,mi&reis  to  vent  his  mind,  .^n^  t[ieii, 
.jvHve^r  [iaii]fiiL;it,niay  be,  r^ppuixie  her  :fQr.ever.; 
hne^.eiicefs with  Belmont,  and CUriffa,  tvhoaoc 
the  moft  cpounode  pqlice  cwnpaijions  jifc  k)io.w ; 
£v  they  cfAne  op  wi^iit  .any  buJinffs,  lay  little, 
help  to  iH9)ce  out  a  Ut^i,  .and  cpmplai&n^y. leave 
.their  inand^  fo  -b9a!e  ,^s  .Iqi^  as  they  like. 

Be]iilt4a  ifen^' ifieliji>^  Fo  coquette  )c'wi^  ber 
gpUWi^but  iteitbcr ,  b^  ^tlcs,  norlalUes  o£  wit, 
««i  clear,  cjie  o»i|itry.  glwm  of ,  Pcvtrfey's,  bmw  i .  ic 
icojrls  tKBT^y  .^pon  hfir  ^  the  fiorm  bui^  jit  hit 
Pfpn«tvK:iBgaa^crl9QiflgfaFcvcl:  At  ien^h,  after 
4(pq4d(^le  acrwony  on  bpth  fidips,  by.  his  qioi- 
nooingtJie.'circumft^acet^  her  being  feen  in  thp 
4f")s  ^  ^gepdemati,  Qiqas  her  his  mUbyke,  .which, 
froma  ipint  pft^fentopc^u,  Oie  determines.. to  im- 
{unvcfor.^i^  pf  additional  mc^fication. 

.His  )ijk<4araaon^of  lave,  and  the  regard  he  has 
£)r  her.  ^tarc  happinels,  optwithftiuiding,  the  bafe- 
l)e&  he  chinks'  ^r  guilty  of,  are  marks  of  an  Jnge- 
mmii  ,and  delicate  mind  i  however,  fbe  properly 
Oitunpbs.aod  keeps  hioiiW  ithe  fret  till  he  ahncA 
hecomc^  .an  object  of  pify  •. '  his  afleveradons  of  ne- 
ver ^[^[Qachiog  her  again  arc  carried  too.  far ;  tn- 
flcpd  tbeLfcene  waots,  (^^aUing,  for  it  harps  too 
long  upon  qpc  ftring.  Be^nda  concludes  the  third 
Hft  with  placing  jealous  lovers  in  the  light  Drydbh 

Vol.  II.  O  o  has 
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has  done  great  wits,  tti^C  it  is  within  the  pale  i^ 
madnefs  or  juft  on  the  edge  of  it. 

At  the  bc^nning  of  the  fourth  aft  he  &ems  to 
verify  her  remark  \y^  meditating  in  a  manner  aknoft 
frantic,  and  upon  receiving,  oy  the  hands  of  his 
fervant,  a  letter  from  her,  the  delirium  rifcs  ;  our 
author  has  here  given  a  fine  fcope  for  acting  merit, 
but  it  is  not  eafily  hit  off:  The  infeparaMe  pair, 
Clarifla  and  Belmont,  come  on  while  he  u  Jo  a 
painful  reverie,  they  route  him,  and  rectxnmend  a 
reconciliation  with  a  woman  they  think  he  cannot  help 
loving  i  he  remains  obftinate,  yet  drops  feveral  ex- 
prellions  which  plainly  indicate  that  his  heart  bends 
that  way ;  the  circumftance  of  her  fainting  Be, 
which  gave  rife  to  Lady  Rdllefi's  flrange  narration 
being  explained  to  him»  he  is  fhocked  at  the  idea  of 
his  own  brutal  behaviour,  and  fcars-to  approach  tbC 
injured  fair,  but  by  the  encouragement  of  friends  re- 
folves  to  atcempt  thft  reconciliation  he  fo  much 
wifljes:  The  pleafing  difcovery  of  Belinda's  inno- 
cence tranfports  her  lover  into  almoft  aa  extravagant 
joy  as  her  imaginary  f^fhood  gave  him  pun,  he 
goes  off,  and  his  dove-like  friends  follow. 

Belinda  mourning  her  lover's  unaccountable  tcm- 
per'appears  next,  eniquiring  of  Tippet  whether  9xxf 
melTagc  is  come  from  ■  him :  Sir  John  enters,  when 
by  Belinda's  charging  his  Lady  with  having  weaned 
Beverley's  affection  from  her,  Sir  John  opens  a  frdh 
field  of  perplexity,  by  accufing  Beverley  -with  a  de- 
fign  upon  his  wife ;  Bclmda's  regard  makes  her  he- 
fitate  ior  fome  time,'  but  on  being  affured  by  the 
Baronet  that  what  he  has  faid  may  be  rcUed  on, 
fbe  in  her  turn  refolves  to  difdaim  him. 
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Sir  Joha>  Toon  after  leaving  her,  appears  in  the 
Park,  in  expectation  ofMarmalet ;  a  woman  comes 
on  mafkcd,  who,  confeiBng  great  fear,  begs  ad- 
mittance to  his  houle  i  knowing  that  Ladf  Reitlels 
is  not  at  home  he  admits  her,  and  orders  that  they 
may  be  private.  We  next  meet  Tattle  acquaint- 
ing Beverley  with  the  mifchief  his  piftare  had  occa- 
fioncd ;  he  wants  to  lee  Sir  John  for  fake  of  expla- 
nation, but  ihe  advifcs  him  not  to  ftay  <ki  any  ac- 
count, howertr  the  argument  is  ended  by  her  fee- 
ing the  Baronet  conducing  a  woman  in  a  maik. 
Beverle/s  fufpicion  takes  alarm,  and  for  the  fake  of 
difcovery  he  confcnts  to  be  put 'into  a  clofet  where 
be  may  overhear. 

By  the  by,  this  Mening  is  a  moll:  ungendeman- 
like  aftion,  the  worthlefs  fruit  of  a  hiean,  fufpicj- 
ous  heart.  Sir  John  leads  forward  his  Maik, 
which  proves  to  be  no  other  than  his  own  crooked 
rib ;  having  gone  fomething  too  far  while  he  fup- 
po&d  her  Marmalet,  he  tries  what  foothing  will 
do^  but  fhc' remains  inexorable,  and  going  for  pen 
and  ink,  as  revolving  to  give  her  brother  an  ac- 
count of  the  difagrecablc  fituation  the  is  in,  Ihe 
finds  (he  clofet  where  Beverley  lies  concealed  locked  ^ 
this  proves  frelh  caufc  of  fuipicion,  and  being 
laugljed  at  by  Sir  John  fhe  grows  more  impatient. 
The  Maid  is  thrown  into  confu&on  and  pretends  to 
knov  nothing  of  the  key,  but  being  forced  to  pro-, 
duce  !(,  throws  it  on  the  ground  and  runs  away. 

On  perceiving  a  man,  her  Ladyihip  fcreams  out, 
and  Sir  John,  at  Beverley's  unaccountable  appear- 
ance, revives  his  jealouly ;  Beverley  endeavours  to 
apo](^ze,  but  cannot  obtain  a  hearing ;  he  is  belet 
both  by  Sir  John  and  the  Lady,  whofe  mutual  at- 
O  0  2  tackf; 
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tacks  place  him  in  a  very  difagrecable  fmiarion ;  ar 
length  Beverley  threatening  a  duel  if  his  piftnre  is 
Hot  ceturned,  the  Baronet's  cour^  ^ik  him,  aid 
Yk  gives  it  up  i  after  which  the  youri^  gentleman 
fctircs  with  a  (fcchrarion,  that  wheo  reaftm-  can  be 
featd  he  fhall  be  ready  tiy  convince  them  of  thdr 
error.  Sir  John,  gloxving  with  firipScion,  renewj 
difc'  ■Wrbil  war  with  her  Ladyflitp*  in  which*  lUcc  a 
true  foliate,  fhe  inaintains  her  pairt  aHy  j  threats 
ind  repr6aches  of  an  angry  natare  are  vested  rcd- 
pfocally,  and  they  conclude  the  fourth  a^  with 
veiV  virulent  terms. 

Blandford,  Sir  William,  and  Bchnont,  meet  us, 
the  former  obferving  that  all  matters  relative  to  the 
toarriage  are  fettled,  goes  to  call  his  d^tighter  Bc- 
lindi  From  an  intermediate  confir^-nce  betwcei 
Sir  William  and  his  Ion,  the  latter  difcovers  *i  in- 
clination to  evade  the  match  his  father  has  provided 
for  him,  and  pleads  the  lady's  averfioB  to'  it ;  the 
old  fellow  grows  warm  and  infitts  upcrti  the  point, 
tt'difch  oWiges  Belmont  to  fey,  if  the  Lsdy  is  wil- 
ling he  ihall  be  ready  j  but  this  condefccnfion  he 
onl^  rtiakcs  from  an  afiurcncc  that  fhe  will  never  be 
brought  to  compliance  •,  ho^rever  iri  thh-  he  tans 
greatly  difappointcd,  for  Bhndibrd  comes  on  pro- 
claiihing  with  joy  his  daughter's  rcadincls  to  obey » 
fhe  forinally  declares  her  fentiments  to  the  utter 
cbnfiifion  of  Belmont,  the  farficrs  go  off  to  take  a 
cheering  glafs  and  invite  him  to  panicipate,  ^rfcer  a 
fmgle  queftion  to  Bdinda  he  follows  tlwm. 

She  in  a  Ihort  foliquy  declares  that  her  dctermi- 

iiation  is"  ieriolis,  but  Clarifia's  claim  no  Bclmant 

(hiking  upon  her  mind  caufes  fome  impediment  j 

to"  her  ihaid  Tippet  Ihc  vents  her  fpleen  againft  Be- 

verky, 
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verl^,  deOring  that  ^  Im  letRn,  and  »  bracelet; 
may  be  returned,  clzuning  her's  in  exchange-;  flic 
gives  one  alfo  to  inform  him  that  his  faUhood  has 
forced  her  into  a  comf^ance  with  the  match  her  fa-  * 
thcr  has  propofcd. 

The  fucceeding  part  of  riiis  iccnc  (hnvs  Belinda 
in  a  very  namral  pkafetit  view  rf  love^fick  agitati- 
on i  jnffi  as  (he  is  entering  into  the  moft  fc^mn  re- 
folutions  never  to  ice  his  ^e  ag^ai^  a  fervant  ac- 
qnaints  her  that  Bererley  rcqucfts  admittance,  Ihe 
Orders  him  to  be  Ifaewn  up,  and  bids  Tippet  retire. 
Her  gallant  at  his  entrance  pleads  pardon  for  hi» 
mifconduft,  which  ftie  peremptorily  denies,  he  foli- 
cits  her  acceptance  of  the  pifture  recovered  from  Sir 
John,  but  flic  afierts  it  ia  come  from  Lady  Reft> 
Ws  }  when  flic"  mentions  her  mMTiage  with  Behnont, 
his  fubmiflion  and  fupplicadon  changes  to  very  ft- 
Tcrc  retorts,  which  work  her  into  tears,  and  driw 
her  off  with  a  farewe!  for  ever. 

In  a  fliort  fcene  with  Tippet  he  fhews  what  feft 
hold  flic  has  of  his  heart,  and  goes  off  to  fiad 
means  of  clearing  matters ;  flie  returns,  and  having; 
the  fame  feelings  for  him  which  he  has  for  her,  is 
pcrfuaded  by  iSc  waiting-woman  to  fcek  an  expla- 
nation from  Lady  Reftlefs,  for  which  purpofe  flie 
orders  a  chair.  BebnonC  enters  and  Uiunes  her  for 
raulti^  him  fuch  perplexity,  flie  pleads  Beverley** 
fhllhood.  The  gentle  Clariffa  appears,  much  warm- 
ed with  a  fiippoiition  that  flie  has  been  much  im- 
■poicd.  on  by  Belmont  and  Belinda ;  when  the  laft 
mentioned  lady  goes  off,  Belmont  wants  to  perfoade 
Clariffa  tiiat  flie  mifconceives  matirrs,  but  intima- 
ting that  her  bdiaviour  feems  the  eflfcft  (rf  jealoufy, 
ber  pride  is  hart,  and  ihe  leaves  him  atxuptly,  de- 
claring 
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daring  diat  Belmda  (ball  have  her  thoughts  upon 
paper. 

Sir  William  enters  to  his'  (on,  declaring  all  b 
now  ready  for  confummadoti  :  Belmont,  by  way 
of  gaining  time,  gives  a  material  reafon  for  declining 
the  match,  no  lels  than  the  lady's  having  a  blemifh- 
cd  reputation ;  this  alarms  the  old  baronet.  Bland'*' 
ford,  fiill  of  the  wedding,  comes  enquiring  for  his 
daughter  \  being  informed  that  Ihe  is  gone  to  Sir 
John  Reftlefs's,  he  entertains  fome  fear,  and  this 
circumftance  corroborates  Belmont's  infinuadon  to 
his  father  ;  they  all  go  off  in  pvirfuit  of  her.  Tattle 
conducts  Beverley  in  ;  a  few  fpceches  pafs  between 
him  and  Lady  Rcftlefs,  when  Sir  John  rufhes  in  with 
frcih  complaint :  Beverley  attempts  to  difcufs  the 
,  point  calmly,  when  Belinda  eijters,  which  occafions 
a  very  laughable  jumble  ofjealoufy.  While  their 
paffions  are  in  the  full  tide  of  recrimination,  Bland- 
ford  and  Sir  William  appear,  Lady  Reftlefc  main- 
tains perplexity,  by  charging  Belinda  with  makii^ 
her  miferable.  Belmont  and  Clarifia  appear  :  Sir 
William,  confirmed  by  what  he  hears  of  Bclinda'i 
blemiQied  reputation,  defires  his  fon  to  take  the  la- 
dy of  his  choice.  This  occafions  fome  rubs  between 
the  old  gentlemen,  and  Blandford  declares  againft 
any  connexion  with  thole  who  could  flight  his 
daughter. 

Clan  (TajWithoutanypointbeii^  cleared  up,patient- 
ly  fuffers  Belmont  to  take  her  hand.  Belinda  is  offer- 
ed to  Beverley  by  her  father  ;  Lady  RelHcIs  fays,  if 
hcwillmarry  the  objcd:  of  her  jcaloufy,  ihewill  bcfa- 
tisfied  \  and  Sir  John  fays,that  Belinda's  conlcnt  will 
quiet  hb  mind.  This  brings  matters  to  an  expla- 
n^iuon,  with  regard  to  the  picture  j  but  Sir  John 
3  ,  and 
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i-jid  his  lady  laying  frelh  cha'rges  againft  ea<;h  othei^ 
he  goes  off  to  bring  on  conviftion,  and  (he  follows 
to  prevent  his  having  a  private  conference  with  his 
confidante  Robert. 

All  the  chara£ters  go  off*,  and  leave  Belinda  and 
Beverley  to  make  up  their .  bickerings  in  a  tender, 
natural,  agreeable  manner.  The  other  characters 
Jbon  return,  when  it  appears,  that  Sir  John  and  his 
lady,  by  what  conviition  we  know  not,  are  fatisfied  ; 
the  union  (^Belinda  and  Beverley  is  agreeably  con- 
fir.ned  by  Blandford's  infilling  upon  it ;  .the  piece 
concludes  with  mutual  aObrances  of  r^;ulatihg  tem-  ' 
per  ttetter  for  the  future;  the  lady's  concluding 
rhi.rpes  we  dont  admire. 

Never  did  criticifin  toil  through  fuch  a  pantomi- 
mical  jumMe  of  incident!  as  this  comedy,  efpccially 
in  the  laft  a£t  j  and  there  is  fuch  a  fimilarity  in  moft 
of  the  fcenes,  that  we  have  been  extremely  puzzled 
to  find  words  for  the  accountof  them,  without  fay- 
ing the  fune  thing  over  and  over  again 

Time  and  place  are  very  well  preferved,  but  the 
plot  is  unpardonably  intricate^  and  not  fufficiently 
elucidated  at  the  cataftrophc ;  the  four,  leading  cha-  ■ 
raStae  a-eexadly' alike,'  fove  two  being  married  and 
two  fmgle.  i  From' a  natural  impetuofity  in  Mr. 
Yatis's  temper,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  liage;. 
great  cxpeftations  might  have  been  formed  from 
his  exhibition'  df  the  precipitate,  weak,  chimerical 
Sir  John  Reftlefs,  who  catches  at  the  fliadow  of  of- 
fence, and  entirely  fets  afide  the  reafonable  investi- 
gation of  the  circumftances  which  pain  his  mind  j 
not  onp  critical  idea  could  be  formed  but  he  fuW 
filled  to  a  very  particular  degree  of  fatisfaftion  i 
and  wc  are  furprizcd  how  Mr.  King  has  brought 
himfelf 
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Jmnfelf  to  fuch  an  ocaiEt  equUibie  with  the  original : 
without  borrowing  from  bis  predeceflbr  any  ihii^ 
iit  equally  gains  and  plcales  our  stcention ;  wc  can- 
not point  out  any  precedence  that  Ihould  take  place 
between  thefe  two  gentleoKn  in  this  play  ;  if  any 
|ntfercnce  muft  be  given,  the  laft  mentioned  per- 
haps may  claim  it^as  having  a  mase.  plealtng^  thou^ 
not  a  more  chafte  utarance. 

Beverley  is  a  ftrangcr  objeft  for  a  batdKlor,  thaa 
Sir  John  is  for  a  hufb^d,  capvous,  fretful,  aod 
fefpicious  to  an  intolerable  degree,  fo  much  diat  w 
think  Belinda's  fufferii^  fuch  repetition  of  lus  inib* 
lent  airs,  and  uniting  with  him  at  laft,  is  an  impeach* 
menc  of  her  underftanding  v  love  we  know  works 
unaccountable  eSetfts,  but  we  think  the  jealouTy  of 
this  playfo  ftrained  uid  improbable,  that  bi  us  it 
fefcms.  carried  to  the  laft  degree  of  &lly. 

The  gendeman  who  firft  appeared  in  this  amo- 
rous Quixote  being  retired  &Dm  thcatikal  connec- 
tions we  are.not  at  liberty  to  name  him,  but  muft 
afiert  th^  his  merit  was  inimitable  -,  Mr.  Cavthxk- 
lEY,  oh  la !  oh  la !  ohjla  (  only  ferves  to  pain  re* 
membranes  with  a  litifinal  contraft  to  vHhat  wc  have 
fKn.  Belmont  is  fuch  an  infipid  dandle,  it  would 
lie  cruel  to  expe£t  any  thtng  fron .  an  a&or  in  the 
Rprefoitation  of  him ;  no  body  need  wifh  to  dif- 
pofiefs' Mr.  Packer  of  him,  aixl  whoever  does 
will.not,  we  imagine,  have  more  tnorit;  Sir  WiUi- 
am  BclmoDt  and  Blaadford  being  equ^y  tnfignifi- 
caac  may  rcpofe  quietly  enough  in  the  fiinmifexxis 
pol^gion  of  MeJlrs.  Bilansbv  and  Burton,  as 
tame  a  paif  as  e'er  made  audience  nod. 

The 
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Thf  chai^^er  of  Lady  Reftleifs  is  .exaajy  fiipi- 
tarto  that  of  her  hufban^,,  a  childiPi  fliadow-huQ- 
icr,  a  pcrpkJting  termagant,  fond  of  miftrf*  and 
conftantly  in  purfuit.of  it :  Mils  Hqiiqht.o^»  not- 
withftanding  a  .lifp«  apd  the  Newca{Ue  mode  of 
[)fonouncmg  the  IctKr  r,  had.  a  vety  pai:6cukr 
merit  in  this  turbulent  Lady  -,-  yet  we  hgtre  great  rea* 
Ibn  to  be  furprizcd  why  Mrs.  Pritcharp.  was  not 
the  ori^d,  whofe  a^ng  in  the  Jealous  Wife 
gave  filch  juft  and  general  fatisfadioo }  at  preleoc 
the  part  is  fupplied  by  Mrs.  Hopkins  with  more 
abili^  than  ibe  fliews  in  moft  of  her  unddtak- 

Belinda  is  Very  like,  though  not  quittfo  great 
ail  oddity  as  hn-  lover ;  how  Mrs.  Yatss  could  be 
appointed  her  reprefentattve  is  inip(^ble  to  fay,  as 
(be  never  had,  ti<x  never  will  have,  any  degree  of 
comic  expreOioh :  Mrs.  Abihgton  goes  inSnitelf 
beyond  her,  and  feents  to  fUl  up  the  author's  intend 
don  pcrfe£tly.  ClariOa'  is  too  inHpid  for  any  ac- 
trefs  to  make  a  £gure  in,  Ihe  impaired  the  real  me- 
rit  of  Mrs.  Palmer,  and  lies  heavy  on  MfS4  W.* 
Barry. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  mult  condemn  diat  hurry  of 
incidents,  and  that  famenefi  of  charafter  which  we 
find  in  this  pieces  nordo  we  perceive  any  very  obvious 
moral  i  the  dialogue  is  eafy  and  fpirited,  but  not 
Qiriched  with  fentiment ;  it  is  almoft  entirely  a  lund 
i^pcevilh  chit'chat :  This  comedy,  had  there  not 
been  one  previoufly  called  fo,  (hould  have  been* 
D^med  the  Picture,  for  that  b  the  axis  on  which 
it  turns  i  thb  brings  to  mind  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Quin's,  at  a  confultation,  what  name  to  ^^ve  the 
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Suspicious  Hvsbahd  ;  his  <^inion  bring  aiked^  1 

Why,  (ays  the  cynic,  I  have  ^ways  thought  that  | 

a  play  Ihould  take  its  title  from  the  moft  ftrikii^  '. 

incident  or  charader}  and,   upon  this  princ^  i 

.  advile  you  to  call  it  the  Ladder  and  Hat  i  fbr^  j 

d — m  me,  if  I  fccany  tlung  elfe  in  it  worth  notice,  'i 

All  in  the  Wrong  is  kept  alive  by  buftk,  andm;^  ■ 

exift  upon  the  flag^  but  is  a  very  poor  companion  I 
forcheck)&L 
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BARBAROSSA. 

A  Tragedy:   By  Dr.  Brown.' 


O1 


f  Thman,  an  officer  belonging  to  Barbarofla*s 
court,  and  a  Have,  opqn  this  piece  :  the  former, 
being  told  that  a  ftrangcr  requefts  admittance,  after 
•a  pretty  account  of  the  unknown  pcrfon,  defircs 
hun  to  be  conducted  in.  Upon  Sadi's  entrance 
Othman  approaches  to  embrace,  and  ^ve  him  the 
mofl:  cordial  falutation,  which  he  declines  in  angry 
ternis :  from  what  enfues,  it  appears,  that  this  ho- 
ocft  Algerine,  filled  with  indignation  againft  Barba- 
ro03,  a»  murderer  of  their  late  good  king,  confiderii 
Othman,  from  his  place  and  habiliments,  as  an  a- 
bcttor  of  the  ufurper.,  His  zeal,  for  feme  time,  is 
deaf  to  reafon ;  but,  when  Othnian  mentions  that 
his  ftay  at  court  was  in  pity  to  the  Queen,  and  to 
watch  feme  favourable  opportunity  erf"  juft  revenge 
upon  the  tyrant,  Sadi  foftens.  A  melting  pidure  is 
given  of  the  oppreflion  Algiers  labours  under,  and 
the  fad  Gruation  Zaphira  is  in  from  the  munJerof 
her  hufband,  the  exile  of  her  fon,  and  being  tor- 
mented with*"  the  amorous  folicitation  of  him  who 
has  been  the  caufe  of  all  her  woes. 

Othman  obferving  that  affaffins  are  difpatched  to 
find  and  deftroy  Selim,  Sadi's  impatience  again 
breaks  out,  but  is  moderated  by  his  cooler  and  more 
jcii^ic  friend,  who  advifes  him  to  leave  the  court; 
v,;.::li  .vi?;%  hearing  trumpets  procliim  the  ap- 
r.rcaci:  oi'  Baib.;roi7!  he  takes.  The  tyrant,  cp  his 
i'  [J  r>.  c—  .-*) 
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'  entrance,  afks  concerning  the  c^tecution  of  live  per. 
foBS,  Ikcrificed  for  what  he  himfelf  had  been  gulty 
of,  and  delt^rers  himfetf  In  the  haughtisft  txrms  of 
ambitious  pride.  Obferving  a  penfive  caft  in  Otb- 
man*s  countenance,  he  demands  the  meaning  of  it-, 
then  mentiohs  his  furpriee  that  young  Selim  fluHiM 
be  a  voluntary  exile,  when  he  might  find  protedioa 
irom  him. 

Aladin  here  brings  intelligence  that  Selim  is  no 
more,  the  drcumftance  {bikes  Othman  So  that  Bar. 
baroilfl  perceives  it  i  however,  he  ^cs  it  a  favour, 
able  turn.  The  t>rince  thus  difpoTcd  c^,  another 
care  tdkes  up  die  ufiltper^s  thoughts,  how  to  pievul 
on  Zaphira :  -for  this  he  aflu  the  a0iflancc(^  Oth- 
man, with  promiies  of  gFeat  reward  -if  he  fiicceeds, 
and  bids  him  go  before  the  account  of  her  ion's 
death  has  glbomed  het  temper.  His  fuppofed  fneod 
being  gone,  be  indulges  his  fatisfa&ion  at  Sclim's 
fate,  and  confers  with  Aladin,  a  very  proper  agent 
of  barbarity,  defirihg  him  Co  fpreftd  a  r^xirt  that  the 
widowed  ti^een  has  at  length  con&nted  to  bcoooK 
his  wife.  ■ 

As  he  is  .going -to  viflt  her,  his  daughter  IrcK 
meets  hiin ;  percenriog  her  in  tears,  he  checks  the 
vntimely  forrow  fhe  wears.  She  cotncs,  as  it  ^ 
pears,  a  fu^Uaiu  ^m  the  Queen,  to  beg  he  wont 
periCll  in  his  command  to  fee  her »  riiis  Ihe  urges 

'  very  tenderly  :  when  he  fpeaks  of  Selim's  death, 
her  tears  flow  afi^lh.  This  enilames  him,  and  he 
demands  the  caufe,  which  appears  to  be  graatudc 
for  hia  having  ranfomed  her  from  a  ftate  of  capti* 
vity  !  inftead  of  applauding  her  delicate  fenfibility, 
Barbarofla  is  enraged  that  Qie  iliould  have  received 
freedonj  from  his  fpe,  wd  goes  «ff»  commanding 

her 
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her  not  to  acquaint  the  Queen,  whom  he  reiblvfs  tar 

poflefs,  with  Selim's  fate, 

Irene*  ftnick  with  her  father's  (bm,  obdurate  re.  , 
Iblves,  declares  her  intention  of  aiding  Zaphira's  e& 
cape,  the  firft  favourable  opportunity.  The  hu- 
mane attachment  of  this  princcfs  to  diflrcfled  inno^ 
cuice  is  very  amiable,  and  ^ves  a  mod  iarourabte 
impreflion. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  iecond  a£ty  we  meet  Za- 
phira,  bewailing  her  hapless  lot,  bereft  both  of 
hufband  and  child,  and  enUaved  by  their  deftroyer. 
Upon  OUiman's,  appearance  Ihe  mentions  her  fon's 
fate  (  being  told  that  Barbarofia  afllimes  ^e  nam* 
of  king,  and  means  to  lee  her,  fbe  execrates  tho 
inonfter,  and  ardently  wifbes  fome  means  of  cfcape, 
but  as  there  is  a  &n£t  watch  kept  Othman  deems 
that  impoflible  %  therefore,  recommends  external 
acquiefcence,  as  the  only  method  of  gaining  that  li-> 
berty  which  may  make  her  cfcape  practicable : 
however  hard  to  put  on  difTimuladon  in  her  cafi:, 
however  painful  to  a  mourning  wife  and  mother, 
ihe,  after  many  ftruggles,  to  work  the  means  of  re* 
venge,  promifes  that  her  friend's  advice  Ihall  be  pur-, 
fued.  Barbarofla  approaches,  with  foftcned  looks 
and  amorous  falutation,  which  flie  evades,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  her  heart  cannot  be  weaned  from  tho  . 
firft  obje£t  of  its  regard,  that  flie  could  not  return 
hisafiedion,  and  b(^,  if  he  really  loves,  a  proof  of 
it,  by  giving  her  liberty  to  feck  her  father, 

*rhe  ufurper  endeavours  to  perfuade,  by  drawing 
a  pompous  comparifon  between  his  own  powerful 
grandeur,  and  the  unfettled  obfcuricy  of  that  ftato 
which  Ihe  wiflies  to  be  in  :  dead  to  all  joys  and 
Iptcndor,  Qie  perTevere;  fo  far  in  her  requeft,  as  ta 
kneel 
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kneel  at  his  feet.  This  moves  Barbarofla  to  re- 
proach, which  Ihe  returns  with  great  bittcmcfe  of 
exprcfGon  :  when,  as  a  ftrokc  erf"  art,  he  offers  to  en- 
throne her  fon  if  ihc  will  marry  him,  her  pafliOT 
rifes  to  its  utmoft  pitch,  and  Hic  pours  curfes  on 
him.  Finding  the  has  been  informed  of  what  be 
meant  to  keep  from  her  knowledge,  he  fays  the  re- 
port is  not  true ;  however,  feeing  through  and  dc- 
telling  hb  deigns,  fhe  peremptorily  declares  againlt 
iiis  fuit ;  this  draws  threats  from  Barbarofla,  which 
Ihe  replies  to  with  fpirited  dignity. 

Thus  baffled,  the  tyrant  foliloquizes  in  great  per- 
turbation, during  which  Aladin  enters,  to  whom  he 
tells  his  difappointmcnt  and  diftraflion  j  to  calm 
which,  the  convenient  tool  of  royalty  acquaints  him, 
that  the  murderer  of  Selira  is  arrived  :  he  inune- 
diately  defires  to  lee  him,  and  Selim,  under  the  dtle 
of  Achmct,  is  introduced.  Upon  receiving  a  ring 
■  from  the  fuppofed  flave,  Barbarofla,  after  giving  him 
fi'eedom,  enquires  how  the  afliur  was  tranla£ted. 

'  His  curiofity  being  gratified,  he  promifes  Ach- 
met  confiderable  reward,  bids  him  go  to  the  Queen, 
and  tdl  her  that  SeHpi,  with  his  dying  breath,  re- 
quested to  heal  the  wounds  of  his  country,  diat  fhe 
would  Ibare  Barbarofla's  bed  and  throne  :  he  alio 
recommends  the  ftranger  toOthman's  care,  and  goes 
off  with  Aladin  to  a  banquet. 

An  anxiety  of  ihbught,  ^rceptible  in  Othman, 
occafions  Selim  to  enquire  the  caufe  of  it,  but 
he  obtains  no  diftinft  anfwer  :  the  loyal  Algerine, 
fired  with  indignation,  not  only  at  his  lawful 
princess  death,  but  having  the  murderer  before  him, 
throws  off  his  afiumed  all^iance  to  BarbarofS, 
anti  lays  his  hatred  open  j  tliis,  we  think,  very  in- 
confiAcnt 
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conliftentwiththefchemeof  pdicy  he  has  1^  down 
for  aOilling  Zaphira  •,  however,  it  gives  him  an  op- 
portunity of  declaring  his  friendly  fentiments  re- 
fpeAing  the  Prince,  who,  with  gradual  caution  ac 
kngth  reveals  himfelf. 

Moft  dramatic  difcoveries,  of  thu  nature,  are  ^' 
ther  trifling  or  improbable  i  Sclim's  wetaketo  have 
a  touch  of  both  :  for  though  Othman  {ays  no  time 
can  blot  out  the  remembrance  of  his  lullrous  eye 
and  graceful  features,  yet  he  cannot  recoUeft  bim 
■without  adverting  to  a  fear,  which  the  poet  has  ve- 
ry unaccountably  called  beauteous }  had  he  beea 
an  Irilh  author,  this  would  have  been  named  a  bull. 
Well,  this  ornamental  fear  is  produced,  at  which 
Odunan  very  properly  exclaims.  Am  I  awake !  and 
rect^nizcs  the  Prince  immediately ;  nay,  fees  every,  . 
lineament  of  his  fathei^s  face  in  his  countenance: 
Selim  mentions  the  manner  of  getting  BarbaroOa's 
ring,  by  which  he  has  pafled  unfufpedcd  ^  he  alk^ 
tenderly  for  his  mother,  and  mentions  the  tyranf« 
order  fat  feeing  her  ;  but  Qthman,  fearful  of  dif- 
covery,  wilhes  him  to.quic  the  courL 

Secure  in  his  difguue,  he  determine  to  ftay  and 
watch  a  fit  opportunity  of  reveng^  lus  fether*i 
blood  i  that  his  defign  may  not  appear  romandc,  he 
Ipeaks  of  having  feen  Sadi  and  Almanzor,  wh<^ 
with  a  chofcn  band  of  citizens,  have  prqmifcd  to 
Aorm  Barbaro0a*s  palace.  Othman  gives  precau- 
tionary advice,  and  Selim  concludes  the  fecond  a^ 
with  an  interefting  and  very  fpirited  fupplicarioa  to 
his  father's  Ihade. 

,  Irene,  notwithftanding  her  father's  hadh  com-^ 
mands,  holds  Selim  in  tender  r^rd ;  and  knowing 
him  through  his  di%uife,  cxprefles,  at  die  b^inning 
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of  the  third  aft)  amiious  concern  for  his  fafcty.  He 
enters,  and  endeavdurs  to  avoid  her,  but  fhe  arows 
knowledge  erf"  him,  and  with  great  generoGty  of 
fpirit,  warns  him  horn  the  court,  taking  on  heHcjf 
the  tafk  to  tell  the  Queen  he  lives.  When  he  men- 
tions revet)ge,  as  a  main  motive  of  his  ilaying  ib  the 
palace,  her  filial  affefhon  is  alarmed,  and  flie  utten 
ftrong  apprchenfions  for  her  father.  He  urges  Bar- 
barojfa's  guilt,  Ihe  pleads  herfelf  his  daughter,  and 
again  Knderly.  u;^  his  departure,  which  hefeenu 
to  acqiyefcc  in,  if  allowed  an  interview  with  his  mo* 
ther.  She  retires,  and  leaves  him  to  view  his  peri- 
lous fituatipn,  which  he  docs  with  very  becoming 
fortitude  ;  thfcn  requefts  from  aa  atcehdanc  Qave 
audience  of  the  (^ecn. 

Zaphira  appears,  who,  a$  well  as  Othmaft,  has 
ftrangely  foi^t  the  features  of  her  darling  fon :  fhe 
enquires  rcfpefting  Selim's  fate,  hp  trfk  her  that  ht 
Was  witnefs  of  it,  and  literally  fblGls  Bvbarofla'a 
commands  t^pefting  Selim's  lad;  requeft :  Zaphin 
fires  with  indignation  at  fuchaninfult  to  herfon'sDie< 
moryi  feeing  and  pitying  her  agitation^  he  changes 
his  tone,  and  gives  her  a  glimmering  of  hope  that 
the  prince  is  ftiU  alive  j  fays  he  was  his  Companipn 
in  exile,  and  fpreadth?  itory  of  his  death  to  gala 
an  interview  with  her,  he  bids  her  maintain  her 
refolution  with  becoming  confidence,  till  a  ftroke 
can  be  ftruck  for  her  delivery,  and  fends  her  off  in 
a  ftate  of  much  greater  comfort  than  he  met  her. 

Being  alone  he  indulges  that  grief  which  in  ha 
prefencehewas  obligcd.to  finother-,  when  Otliunart 
and  Sadi  appear,  he  afks  how  the  night  wean* 
which  they  inform  him  approaches  the  mid'hourt 
he  communicates-  the  purport  of  his  interview  with 
-  the 
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the  Queen,  and  is  ttJd  his  friends  m  the  city  burn 
for  the  hour  of  aftion-,  mentioning  that  Irene 
knew  him,  his  friends  prefs  immediate  dqiarture, 
but  he  determines  to  be  near  for  the  afliftance  of  a 
mother,  threatened  with  violation.  He  defires, 
upon  hearing  how  matters  are  concerted,  that  the 
tyrant  may  be  left  for  his  pardcular  vengeance ; 
Othman  reminds  bim  of  Irene,  but  with  noble 
^rmnels  he  declares  himielf  above  the  influence  of 
love  m  Tuch  a  caufe.  When  the  midnight  watch 
warns  them  to  part,  SeHm  gives  a  humane  charge 
to  filed  none  but  guilty  blood  ■,  the  Prince,  in  ibU- 
loquy,  ruminates  upon  the  awful  circumftances  de- 
pending-, he  examines  his  heart,  and  emphatically 
^polog^zes  for  working  by  underhand  means,  that  re- 
venge which  he  could  wifli  to  obtain  by  open  and 
honourable  war,  TTie  author  has  laboured,  and 
not  unfuccefsfully,  to  make  this  fcene  a  folcmi)  pre- 
paration for  the  great  event  that  is  in  agitation ;  the 
ftillnefs  of  the  night,  the  murmuring  furge,  the 
moon  riflng  in  blood,  all  call  attention,  to  the  ' 
wiibed  for  point. 

Irene  begins  the  fourth  oQi  with  Aladin ;  it  ap- 
pears, that  terrified  by  an  ominous  dream,  Ihe  has 
^cHicd  to  fee  her  father,  who  comes  on  in  a  very 
churliOi  mood  at  being  difturbed  during  his  ban- 
quet ;  (he  exprefies  ber  apprehenfion  of  lurking 
danger,  and  relates  her  dream  with  ftrong  colour* 

'  ing;,  which  Barbarofia  treats  wich  contempt. 
'       Aladin  comei  on,  and  informs  him,  that  a  nu- 

•mour  prevails  of  young  Selim's  being  alive,  and 
in  the.  city;  though  loth  to  admit  fear,  he  orders 
the  watch  to  be  doubled,  and  commands  Achmct 
to  be  brought  before  himj  this  alarms  Irene,  who 
Vol.. '  II..  Q^<j  bejjs 
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\xo$  hard  that  he  may  not  lee  Achmet,  but  ^ 
ufurper  will  have  his  way,  and  drives  her  off  the 
ftage  in  a.ftate  of  panful  pcrplexTty  ;  being  alone, 
coi^cious  guilt  riles  to  his  view,  and  feetm  to  ftagger 
jiis  refolution ;  but  knowing  in  his  fituadon,  the 
danger  of  reniorfe,  he  refolyes  to  fupprds  the  feel- 
ings of  confcience.  He  demands  q£  Selim,  if  he 
be  really  what  he  has  rcprefented. 

This  uncxpe6led  ^ueftion  rathet  cofi&unds  the 
prince  i  Barbaroffa,  with  violent  threats,  afks  if 
Selim  is  not  alive ;  Selim,  with  a  dagger's  point 
at  Ifls  breaft,  evades  fate,  by  braving  it  j  how- 
ever, the  ufurper  commands  he  may  be  ftri£Uy 
watched,  then  oi'ders  the  marri^  writes,  vowuig, 
that  Zaphira  Ihall,  during  the  current  ni^t,  be 
joined  to  him  in  wedlock  j  flic  comes  on  and  is 
queftioned,  whether  her  heart  Kas  relented,  by  per- 
fifting  in  refufal,  flie  enilames  him  fo  that  he  calls 
his  guards  to  drag  her  to  the  altar  ;  whether  Maho- 
metans have  any  altars  we  are  not  entirely  clear  i 
thefe  compulfive  mcafures  occafion  her  hj  cry  out 
for  her  abfcnt  Ion.  Selim  hearing  her  voice,  enters, 
Barbaroffa  orders  bim  to  retire  i  Zaphira  very  oddty 
we  think,. prays  his  afTifbnce,  for  what  coul^  the 
aid  of  a  fingle,  unarmed  Have  avail  againft  the  de- 
termination of  a  monarch  furrounded  by  guards ; 
(lowcver,  Selim  tries  what  folicitation  will  do  j  fiod- 
ing  that  vain,  he  makes,  a  final  effort  with  his  dag- 
ger ;  Barbaroffa  evades  the  blow,  and  delivers  him  , 
to  the  guards,  when  prifoner  he  avows  himfelf  the 
identical  Selim  -,  this  fuddcn  difcovery  of  her  Ion, 
and  liis  defparate.  fituation,  overwhelms  Zaphira  j 
flie  fiints,  and  he,  running  toembrace  her,  they 
are  torn  aftinder. 

When 
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When  die  Queen  recovers,  BarbarofTa  renews 
his  order  for  her  being  forceably  borne  off;  ihii 
again  reduces  Sclim  to  his  knees,  the  ufiirper  wifh- 
ing  to  touch  her  heart  in  the  tendered  vein,  orders 
her  fon  to  be  borne  to  the  rack ;  To  feyere  a  trial 
works  her  to  compliance  with  the  marriage  j  the 
Prince^  itrith  noble  difdain  and  unlhakeable  re- 
foludon,  declines  li&,  gained  by  fo  (hameful  a 
purchafc}  fhe  catches  the  noble  flame,  and  both 
defying  the  tytant's. power,  they  are  carried  off 
icparately. 

Aladin  increales  the  confufion  and  rage  of  BaT- 
baroffa,  by  giving  certain  intelligence  of^a  con- 
fpiracy  in  the  city }  he  otxlers  out  fpies  to  difcbver; 
if  poOiblej  the  rtiembers  of  it,  then  command! 
Seym's  immediate  death,  and  goes  off  breathing 
direati;  dreadful  in  their  tmcK'i 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  a£t,  we  ^ain  meet 
him,  entjuhing  whether  proper  precautions  are  ta- 
ken, and  obfelving,  that  the  fpies  which  were  fcnt 
out,  have  found  no  ti-acc  of  tuniult;  the  fecond 
watch  he  dooms  for  Sdim's  final  moment:  Iren^ 
6nce  more  comes  a  fuppliant  to  her  father,  and  with 
tears  oSers  up  petidonary  plaints,  yet  is  treated 
with  unufdal,  dr  rather  increafed  finrcrity;  however 
die  urgent  occafion,  and  the  violent  emotion  of 
her  heart,  in  ^our  of  the  man  Ihe  loves,  oblige 
lier  to  perfevcre  till  her  enraged  fire  orders  the 
guards  to  force  her  off: ' 

Left  alone,  the  periloiis  cotididon  ambition  ha^ 
Brought  him  to^  prdents  itfeif  to  his  difheaitened 
mind ;  upon  enquiring  fbr  Othmafi^  Aladin  fays,* 
that  he  is  fled,  attd  that  much  danger  may  be  ap- 
prehended ;  the  following  line  uttered  in  Barbarof- 
Q.q  t  fa^ 
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U-'i  futy  U  unpardonably  vulg^ff,  '*  Why  then,  may 
^1  hell's  curies  foOow  him,"  this  frcfh  alann  pre* 
cipitUes  the  Prince's  fate,  and  the  iifurpcr  with 
moft  vindidiveideasgoestoleehunputtotherack, 
urtlefs  propofed  cpnccflions  mitigate  his  fcotetice. 

Schm^  furrounded  hy  executioners,  appears  m 
further  concerned  than  that  his  remans  may  not  be 
treated  with  difrefped  i  but  that  Seems  an  anneccf- 
lary  application,  fince  the  great  foe  who  robs  himi 
of  life  mutt  have  aqual  power,  with  perhaps  cqu^ 
antipathy  over  his  brcuhk&  body,  that  he  has  to 
the  animated ;  Barbarolfa  enterii^,  orders  hhn  to  be 
raifed  from  the  ground,  and  aiks  if  his  life  is  not 
forfeited  upon  his  own  principles ;  the  Frioce  de- 
fireshiihto  (ake  itj  however,  the  tyrant,  for  Za-> 
phira's  fake  expoftulates,  till  contemptuous  reAt- 
fal,  and  ibund  of  the  fecond  watch,  end  the  fruit- 
kfs  conference,  Selim  is  left  to  the  rack,  and  they 
are  binding  him  with  cords  when  Irene's  entrance 
gains  him  afinall  refj^te.  Far  from  upbraiding  her 
with  her  father's  cruelty,  he  treats  her  in  the  ten- 
dereft  manner,  and  ftrives  to  Ibften  that  woe  Ihe 
^Is,  as  fuppofmg  herfelf  the  means  of  his  beii^ 
difcovered,  Ibe  b^s  forgivcnels,  which  he  molt 
readily  grants,  and  commits  his  mother  to  her 
care. 

Jufl  as  th^  am  fixity  him  to  the  rack,  a  tumuk 
is  heard,  which  Blls  him  with  Ipirit,  and  the  guard* 
with  difmay.  Aladin  enters  in  confufion,  and  calls 
off*  the  officers,  &c.  to  affift  Barharofla.  Irene  now 
again  melts  with  teodcmcA  £ar  her  fathcr^s  dai^ger, 
and  hearing  the  clalh  of  fwords  goes  off  in  a  llatc  of 
diilr^Aed  grief :  Othman  enuring  with  a  party  freeS' 
Seliin 
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Sdim,  and  gives  htm  a  fword,  with  wtuch  he  goes  to 
iecL  his  mortal  foe. 

The  tyrant,  like  Macbeth,  tied  to  a  flake,  knows 
not  what  Asp  to  take.  Othman  encounters,  and 
gire3  him  a  mortal  wound,  ,at  which  inftant  Selim' 
eaten.  Seeii^  Barbaroflk  proftrate,  he  regrets  that 
his  hand  had  not  g^ven  the  blow,  and  caUs  on  the 
murderer,  that  he  raaf  awake  the  ftings  of  remo'ric. 
His  woTxis  have  the  defired  effeU,  and  when  he  finds 
the  expirii^  monger  contrite,  his  generous  temper 
takes  fo  humane  a  turn,  that  he  folictts  hcaveo'l 
mercy  in  his  favour. 

After  the  tyrant  b^  protcdion  for  his  dai^h-> 
tcr,  and  draws  his  laft  breath,  the  Prince  gives  of 
ders  to  ftcp  all  holtiUtiesi-  It  is  an  amiable  ftroke 
when  Sadi  mofes  that  the  body  of  BarbaroflkQiould 
be  draped  about  the  ftreets^  for.  Selim  to  forbid 
fuch  iiriiumanity.  Zaphira,  filled  with  apprehen- 
fions^  enffrs,  jealous  of  her  fleps,  and  fearful  of  every 
one  Sbc  fees  •,  but  foon  perceives  with  joy  the  happy 
revolution  of  affairs.  After  mutual  congratuladons* 
and  pious  acknowledgment  to  heaven,  Selim  afks 
for  Iren^  who,  by  Othman's  order,  has  been  taken 
care  of.  Zaphira  pronounces  her  worthy  to  partake 
his  throng  which  he  acquiefces  in,  and  then  coO' 
.  eludes  the  piece,  deducing  its  general  moral  in  th|b 
foUowing  agreeable  lines : 

Now  let  us  thank  the  eternal  pow'r  :  convmcM 
That  beav'n  but  tries  our  vittue  by  affli£lion  : 
That  oft  the  cloud  which  wraps  the  prefent  hour, 
Selves  but  to  brighten  all  our  future  days. 

Though  Dr.  Brown  has  in  a  previous  advemfe- 
aKnt,.  pompoufly  paraded  his  Iteady  adherence  to* 
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the  ancient  drama  in  this  cotnpofition,  yet^  I  be^ 
lieve,  had  he  not  mentioned  it,  no  reader  would 
have  found  it  out ;  he  has  indeed,  b«^n  fcFupidoufljr 
ilice  with  refpeft  to  time  and  place,  but  vigour  of' 
genius  is  wandng,  and  there  is  much  more  labou^ 
dun  fancy  :  from  the  former  he  has  devifcd  a  ploti 
which  prefents  us  with  feveral  ftriking  incidents, 
and  works  on  to  a  juft,  agreeable  and  inftrufHve 
cataftrophe  ;  buE  bdng  deficient  of  the  latter,  ez- 
preffion  in  many  of  the  fcenes  is  fo  languid,  that  if 
it  does  aScA,  it  muft  be  more  through  the  merit  of 
the  aftor  than  the  poet. 

BarbaroHa  is  an  ample  fubje^t  for  detellation  t(f 
Work,  not  a  fay  of  virtue  can  we  perceive  to  light 
his  gloomy  frartie ;  haughty,  revengeful^  luftfiil,- 
and  cruel.  A  wretch,  eaten  up  with  Impious  paf- 
fions,  and  an  entire  flave  to  each  of  them  j  a  cut& 
to  htnifelf,  and  a  plague  to  hun^an  kind  ■,  at  leafl!; 
that  part  of  it  which  unhappily  came  within  his 
fphcre.  There  is  fuch  a  mixture  of  gloom,  fire  and 
alfe£ted  foftncfi,  th^  it  requires  very  .uncommon 
powers  to  give  this  part  due  force.  Mr.  Mosso^ 
made  it  fo  confpicuous,  that  we  may  juftly  fay,  as 
the  author  no  doubt  formed  the  character  fur  hiirt; 
fo  nature  formed  him  for  it.  "We  cannot  defcribe 
how  amazingly  he  impro^  his  original,  and 
ftrengthened  many  weak  pallages  which  muft  He 
heavy  on  performen  of  lets  ability.  Alas  !  Mr; 
Bensley,  Mr.  CoLMAK  puts  you  as  Marlboroi^h 
did  John  Duke  of  Argyle,  upon  all  the  moft  hazard- 
ous attempts  :  for  heaven's  fake,  refign  the  fovc- 
reignty  of  Algiers ;  dont  miflead  yourfclf,  by  think- 
ing that  goggling  the  eye-balls  will  give  the  idea  of  a 
ftcrn  afped ;  nor  imagine,  tliat  pulhing  one  Gbould- 
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er  bdbre  the  other,  and  rolling  like' a  Dutch  longr 
boat  in  a  rough  fea,  can  pals  for  dignit7  of  deport* 
ment.  "We  would  moft  humbly,  in  the  fmcerity  of 
friendly  wiDies,  advife  you  to  change  places ,  with 
Mr.  Clarke  }  a  prudent  retreat  is  no  fmall  pare  of 
generaUhip ;  if  the  managers  fliould  threaten  you 
witha  Chancery  fuit-for  declining  his  mighty  ap- 
pointment, try  if  you  cant  get  him  to  ftand  the 
roaft  in  a  fimilar  manner. 

Achmet  is  an  obje&  as  amiable  as  his  vile  com- 
petitor is  honid  j  his  fituation  very  critical,  his  un- 
dertaking noble,  his  filial  piety  unfhakeable,  his  ho- 
nour inviolate,  his  love  difimerefted,  his  friendfhip  . 
:iFarm,  permanent  and  a^ble  \  his  dirpofition  gen- 
tle, even  to  Ibes,  and  his  courage  equal  to  any  dan- 
fn*.  As  a  part,  he  b  much  better  written  than 
arbaro0a,  yet  many  of  ^his  ipeeches  want  nerve, 
wluch  indeed  Mr.  Garrick  moft  amply  fupplied. 
There  are  feveral  breaks  and  parages  in  this  cha- 
racter, which  feem  in  perufal  to  have  very  little 
meaning ;  yet  he  fcnt  them  thrilling  through  the 
heart,  and  then  brought  them  flowing  from  the  eyes. 

Mr.  Savigny,  being  as  yet  a  very  young  per- ' 
former,  in  point  of  prafticc,  which  is  highly  effcntial 
to  perfe£tion,  we  muft,  as  far  as  impartiality  will 
admit,  touch  him  with  a  lenient  hand.  Whether 
this  part  was  cholen  by  himfelf,  or  recommended- 
by  fbme  anxious  friend,  we  can  by  no  means  ap- 
prove it  for  a  beginning  ;  there  is  fuch  an  Intricacy, 
Jo  many  tranfitions,  fuch  a  variety  of  manoeuvres, 
commonly  called  ftage  bufinefs,  that  two  feafons,  at 
feaft,  are  necefiaay  to  cultivate  properly  even  fuch  a- 
t>iU[ies  as  are  naturally  adequate  to  the  undertaking. 
*    The 
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The  gcDClcinan  who  has  lately  appeared,  feems  to 
fpeak,  bating  the  barbarifm  of  fitrm  inftead  oifirm^ 
fium  inftead  of  fien^  and  being  faultily  emphatic 
upon  thy,  tbety  and  tbetL,-mt\i  proprirty :  the  rtiddlc 
and  lower  notes  of  his  voice  harmoniouQy  diftind; 
and  nther  from  nature  or  imitation,  very  like  diofc 
of  Mr.  Garrick.  We  are  told,  that  he  has  very 
dtenfivc  powers,  we  wifli  it  may  prove  lo,  but  we 
could  not  perceive  any  profpeft'of  fuch.  Id  the 
nudfl  of  lirft  night  (ear,  they  will  break  out,  thot^b 
insularly.  Mr.  Barry  and  Mr.  Mossop,  (hewed 
their  excellent  voices  in  their  firft  attempts,  thoi^h 
doubtlefs  not  fo  well  as  tbey  have  fince  CKrted 
chem. 

Mr.  5-avigny's  countenance,  from  what  we  could 
dllcover,  feems  pleallng  and  expreflive,  but  wants 
chofe  Elrong  lines  of  expreflion,  which  command  a 
large  audience-  His  pcrfon  appears  well  propor- 
tioned, for  what  there  is  of  it  -,  and,  if  he  would  lay 
afide  that  mode  of  holding  his  head  over  his  Ihould- 
er,  which  feems  to  be  caught  from  Rofcius,  his  po> 
litions  and  deportment  would  be  more  natural 
Upon  the  whole,  we  are  willing  to  allow  him  the 
beft  acquifition  by  much,  that  our  theatre*  have 
made  fince  Mr.  Powell's  commencement. 

The  drels  of  Selim  is  a  very  difadvantageous 
one,  and  refembles,  as  a  wit  in  one  of  the  boxes 
obferved,  pari  of  the  Qiiecn's  Zebra's  wardrobe  ; 
We  wifh  Mr.  Savicnv,  who  has  good  feelings,  and 
pleafing  exprclTion,  every  improvement  and  acqui- 
fition  necellary  to  place  him  defervedlyat  thelrcad 
«f  his  new  profeQion. 
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Sadi  has  licde  io  cnmiiguil&  himj  but  a  cbm- 
hiendable  Ipirit  of  loyalty,  which  he  ctprc^  in 
refpedfiil  ttrmsj  duribg  the  firft  fctne.  Wc 
remember  to  have  ieen  Mr.  Daties^  perfbrmance 
of  this  part  i  it  wais  Jenfiblcj  and  iukabty  fpintod : 
We  are  in  no  fhape  i^esied  co  find  Mr^  Hull  un- 
dertaking this  patriotic  Algi^ine  ;  declamation  and 
pacernal  tmdemefs  are  his  itile,  not  love  nor  fins." 

Othman  b  alio  a  faithiiil  fubjeft  to  a  dead  mo* 
narchi  and  his  oppt«fied  bar :  Mr.  Havabd  did 
him  jufHce,  but  we  think  Mr.  CtASKE  much  jhv- 
fcrable  i  indeed^  he  has  not  filch  dazztli^  tajs  of 
merit  round  him,  as  the  original  had  to  encounter. 

Aladin  is  one  of  thofe  obfequious^  cxechdile  court 
jackalls,  who  are  never  happier  than  when  providing 
prejr  for  the  lioh  authority  ;  he  has  not  tuie  word 
to  Cif  that  cart  render  his  villuny  paflable  i  Mr^ 
Gardner  is  ratber  bettet*  than  Mr.  Mozebn  was. 

Zaphira  is  drawn  with  dignity  as  a  Queeil,  con- 
Ibuicy  as  a  widow*  and  tendernels  as  a  mother  t 
through  the  whole  piece  {he  claims  refpcft  and  pity^ 
irhcn  we  dont  fee  her,  Ihe  is  neverthelds  kept  in  our. 
Iriew.     '     . 

The  dead  are  not  fo  oftrni  flattered  as  the  living ; 
Mlrs>  CiBBZR  can  now  g^  no  compen&poa  for 
praile  %  nor,  if  Ihe  couldi  would  it  avail  in  this 
work  i  but  la  gratitude,  as  well  as  judgment,  place 
liet  ^  the  peculiar  feelings  fhc  r^ed,  far  before 
MrSi  Yates.  Her  tendcriida  was  truly  pathetic, 
and  the  refiflive  parts  delicate,  her  countenance  a 
matchlds  index  to  the  whole.  Her  fuccdSbr  has  a 
voice  too  full  for  foftnefs,  and  a  csuntenaoce  more 
ncprefllve  of  difdun  than  forrow  i  yet,  as  things  go 
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at  prdcnt,  the  ftage  might  rcjtMce  if  only  one  half 
of  the  capital  parts  could  fhcw  the  tuedt  ifae  has  ia 
this. 

Mils  Miller  is  more  tolerable  in  Icene  than  anf 
dung  we  have  feen  her  in  yet,  though  a  poor^  whim- 
pering daudle  from  b^inning  to  end ;  we  mean 
thefe  laft  words  of  the  character,  and  prefer  the  lad  j 
mentioned  to  Mils  Maciclin. 

From  the  tears  it  has  drawn,  we  may  conclude. 
.this  is  not  a  bad  a^ng  tragedy  -,  however,  being , 
.upon  the  whole  but  a  middling  eSbrc  of  genius,  wc 
think  it  meagire  food  for  contemplation  in  tbeclo&t 
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MUCH  ADO  ABOUT  NOTHING. 

A  CoMEDv:    By  Shaksspeark. 

X^EONATO  Governor  of  Meflina,  beg^  diis 
piece,  perufing  a  letter  from  Don  Pedro,  of  Arra- 
gun,  by  which  he  is  informed  of  that  Prince's  ar- 
rival the  fame  evening-,  he  queftions  the  meflenger 
concerning  a  battle  which  has  been  fought}  this  ' 
occafions  honourable  mention  to  be  made  of  one 
Claudio,  a  young  Florentine;  Beatrice  enquires 
for  Benedick,  and  is  tartly  witty  at  his  expence. 
The  Prince  entering  with  his  fuit,  iaiutes  Leonato  s 
Benedict  happening  to  kt  iall  fome  words,  Beatrice 
immediately  attacks  him,  and  a  fhort  altercation  of 
quibbling  raiOery  enfucs,  more  pregnant  with  plea-  - 
fantry  than  meaning.  While  they  are  playing  the 
game  of  Ciip-fnap,  we  find  Don  Pedro  has  accept- 
ed Leonato's  invitarion,  to  Itay  a  month  or  more  at 
his  houTe, 

When  all  go  off  but  Claudio  and  Benedid,  the 
former  alks  the  latter  if  he  has  noticed  Leonato's 
daughter  •,  after  humoroufly  giving  his  opinion  of 
her,  he  obtains  from  Claudio  a  confeflion  of  love 
for  the  young  lady  •,  this  he  acquaints  the  Princ* 
with  on  his  return,  who  feems  to  approve  Hero  as 
an  object  worthy  of  a%£tion :  Benedick,  from  an 
affumed  contempt  of  amoroiu  feelii^,  puns  and 
quibbles  ludicroufly,  not  only  upon  the  futge£t  of 
Claudio's  pafllon,  but  upon  matrimonial  connec- 
Rr  2  tbns 
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lions  in  general  >  hia  remarks  occaGon  die  Princt! 
(Uid  lover  to  retort,  by  obferving,  that  he,  for  all 
Iu3  boafljng  viU  fsll  into  the  fnare  i  however,  iHk 
confident  batchclor  thinks  his  freedom  in  no  danger, 
and  prodainu  himfelf  pofleEEod  of  unQtakeable  Vh 
dcpinidance  i  Pedro  fends  Benedick  off  to  acquaiiK 
3LecMiafo  he  irill  ittend  his  flipper. 

Claudio  being  alcme  with  the  Prince,  pro&fies  st 
lai^'his  aflfedion  for  Hero,  and  thatit  may  notftem 
a  fudden  ftart  of  fancy,  declares,  that  he  bved  her 
before  his  going  to  tlw  war,  they  have  lately  been 
engaged  in  -,  then  Ibllicits  Fedro*s  ofliftancc  in  fa- 
vour of  his  fuit,  which  is  readily  and  cordially 
'  granted  to  him,  for  which  purpofe  the  Prina, 
Icnowing  there  Is  bi  be  a  malquerade,  lays  a  fchemo 
for  founding  Hero's  inclination ;  which  is  to  afliune 
the  charadter  of  Claudio,  and  ui  that  fliape  to  make 
fbong -declarations  of  love. 

This  fettled,  they  go  off  to  make  way  for  Anto- 
nio and  X^eonato  i  the  former  tells  the  Utter  that  a 
jcrvant  of  his  has  overheard  the  Piince  declaring 
a  paflion  for  Hero,  and  that  he  intended  mention 
of  it  to  her  dunng  the  mafqueradci  this  fcnns  very 
improbable,  there  bring  no  time  for  AnKmio's  re- 
ceiving fuch  a  piece  of  information,  as  one  party 
enter  immediately  upon  the  other's  departure  i  Leo- 
liato,  though  he  do^s  not  Icem  to  lay  much  weight 
on  the  difcovery,  neverthclpls,  determines  to  ac- 
quaint his  datighter  with  the  mattep,  that  in  cale  it 
^ould  be  faft,  Ihc  may  be  the  better  prepared. 

When  the  old  gentlemen  difappear,  Pon  John 

■^nd  Conrade  come  forw^i   from  tl^ir  convcr- 

fation,  it  appears,  that  Don  John  is  of  a  furly  miT* 

chieycnis  di^lftion  ^  th^t  he  hstes  c^gations,  aoi 
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would  iojure  the  Prince,  his  brother,  who  hat  late* 
ly  reftored  him  to  that  place  in  fraternal  a^ftion, 
which  his  ill  bebaviour  had  forfinted,  Conrada 
advifes  him  to  a  finoother  mode  c^  behaviour,  buc 
villainy  bong  the  ^r&  fruit  of  his  heart,  he  dexcr- 
mine«  to  purfue  it.  Upon  being  informed  by  Bo- 
rachio  of  an  intended  marri^,  he  goes  off  with  . 
the  malevolent  intenUon  of  dlfturbing  the  peace  of 
thofe  who  never  ii^ured  him. 

At  the  begginning  of  the  fecond  a^  Leonato 
enquires  whether  Don  John  was  noc  at  fupper; 
mention  of  this  gloomy  blade,  occafions  fprightfy 
Jtcatrice  to  remark  fluewdly  upon  the  contran  be- 
tween him  and  Benedick  i  the  f<4i(Mnng  part  of 
this  fcene  is  niade  up  of  rhapfodical  obfervadons, 
upon  love,  marriage,  maids  and  batchelon,  by  this 
loquacious  lady  ;  the  nialquers  conui^  on,  Pedro 
fingks  out  Hero,  who  has  been  prepared  by  her 
fadier ;  he  follicits  conference,  but  is  baffled  by  her 
anfwersi  while  they  retire,  other  chara&ers  play 
on  each  other  1  among  the  reft  Bcnedicic  and 
Beatrice  encounter,  whofe  phrafes  aic  bandied  to 
and  fro  with  all  the  quicknefs  and  levity  of  a  Ihut^ 
tie-cock :  under  cover,  fhe  cuts  him  up  to  him? 
felf  i  after  a  dance,  Don  John  comes  forward  with 
Borachio,  they  miftake  Claudio  for  Benedick,  and 
acquaint  him  that  the  Prince  i;  in  love  with  Hero, 
defiring  htm  to  prevent  lb  ioadcquace  a  connexion  ^ 
when  they  are  gone  oflF,  Claudio  meditates  upon 
what  he  has  heard  with  meft  ftrange  feelings  of 
jealoufyi  the  Prince  had  to  him  declared  3  defign 
of  wooing  Hero  in  his  favour  i  yet  nqw  he  is  fur- 
prized  to  hear  that  what  they  had  agreed  upcMi  has 
^ea\  put  in  practice)  nothing  but  the  abfurdi^ 

ties 
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des  lovers  arc  capable  of,  could  poflibly  juftifir 
this. 

While  he  is  in  peevifh  mood.  Benedick  comes  on, 
and  jelUngly  confirms  his  jcaloufy,  which  teiziitg 
rf  Ms  ruffled  temper,  bccafions  a  fudden  retreat 
Pedro  approaching,  is  charged  v/ith  having  caught 
the  affcftion  of  Hero,  which  he  declares  to  be  won 
in  favour  of  Claudioj  the  Prince  mentionii^  i 
quarrel  Beatrice  has  to  Benedick,  he  gives  a  very 
fanciful  and  humorous  account  of  hb  own  mef- 
fage  by  that  volatile  dame;  jull  as  he  has  finifiiod 
his  account,  fte  appears^  ledng  her,  he  haftens  o^ 
"as  if  terrified  at  the  thoughts  of  encountering  So 
nimble  andVitter  a  tongue. 

When  Pedro  fays  to  Beatrice  that  (he  has  put 
iawn  Bfenedicjc,  flie  makes  a  reply  rather  rcprchen- 
lible,  as  raifing  a  grofe  idea,  "  So  I  would  not  he 
fcould  do  me,  my  Lord,  left  I  fiiould  p-mit  the 
mother  of  foob." 

The  Prince,  perceiving  a  cloud  on  Claudio's  comi- 
teoanctf,  demands  the  reafon,  to  which  he  recwvo 
equivocal  repliesj  Benedick  is  guilty  of  avulgarifin 
when  he  fays  the  Count  is  civil  as  an  orange,  the 
name  being  Seville  i  At  belt,  like  many  others  in 
ihis  play  it  is  a  ftrained  pun. 

When  Pedro  declares  that  he  wooed  Hero  for 
Claudio,  Leonato  gives  her  in  form  to  the  raptured 
lover ;  this  diljmfal  of  her  coufin,  fets  Beatrice  rat- 
tling once  more ;  Ihc  is  again  blameable  for  reply- 
ing to  Pedro  as  flie  docs,  when  he  fays,  *■  fhall  I  get 
you  a  hufljand,  I  had  rather  have  one  of  your 
ftiCber's  getling".  When  /he  Ts  fent  off  by  her  un- 
cle, Claudio's  wedding  Is  fixed  for  that  day  week, 
and  by  way  of  making  the  interval  tedious  to  im- 
patient 
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Indent  love,  pafs  more  agreeably,  Pedro  propofea 
to  attempt  working  Benedick  and  Beatrice  into  a- 
Tiolem  affcdion  for  each  other ;  wuh  this  pleaTanc 
prcqjoTal  the  fcene  concludes. 

Don  John  enirrs  widi  his  hopeful  afibciats 
Bwachb  i  the  former  wifiung,  at  aayratt,  by  any 
impediment  to  cmfs  Claudio*»  marri^  i  to  efie& 
thii  purpofe,  Borachto  J^ys  a  villainous  plan, 
through  his  intimacy  with  Margaret,  Hero's  wm- 
ing-woman ;.  for  this  infamous  project  John  pro- 
tnilb  the  tool  of  his  iniquity  a  thoufand  duca£s» 
and  they  go  off  to  forward  their  execrable  plan- 
Benedick  enters  inLeonato's  garden,  with  a  boy, 
whom  he  fends  for  a  book  :  In  foUloquy,  he  eit' 
preflb  furprizc,  that  Claudio,  who  formerly  ufed  to 
Jai^h  at  love,  Ihodd  fall  fo  effeftually  into  the  fhare 
himfclf :  He  then  proceeds  to  enquire,  whether  his 
own  mind  can  be  fo  ftrangely  alttred ;  and,  with  a 
very  natural,  pleafant  d^rce  of  confidence,  fuppofca 
fudi  a  metamorphofe  impoflible.  This  fpeech  is 
much  in  favour  of  the  ^or,  and  truly  i^ecablc  ta 
tbc  audience. 
Seeing  die  Prince,  Claudio  and  Balthazar  ap* 
.  pnjach,  he  retires  behind  an  arbour :  after  a  pt»- 
fing  fong,  they  enter  upon  the  fubjeit  of  Beatrice'? 
k>vc  for  Benedick  i  perceiving  that  he  liftens,  all 
poffible  fymptoms  of  violent  ^e^on  in  that  lady 
are  mentioned,  which  Benedick  fwallows  the  more 
greedily,  as  being  advanced  and  avouched  by  fo 
grave  and  venerable  a  chsrafter  as  grey-headed 
J-conato.  The  train  of  dcceptbn  is  admirably 
carried  on  through  this  fcene,  and  when  Benedick  i« 
left  alone  n>  ruminate  upon  what  he  has  heard,  he 
a  doci 
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does  it  tnoft  hutnoroufl^r.  He  feems  to  fear  ianvt 
flaihes  of  witi  if  he  lliould  appear  ferious  in  a  kne 
affair,  yet  argues  honiielf  into  a  favourable  opiiuon^ 
She  enters  and  invites  him  to  dinner  j  her  wordsf 
though  not  kihdi  or  even  ^UtCi  he  ioteiprets  & 
vourably }  and  concludes  the  iecoild  a£k  iritfa  rc- 
iblving  to  get  her  pifhirci 

Hero>  Margaret,  and  Orlula,  OfJeti  the  tfurd  t&i  ■ 
Hero  fends  Margaret  to  draw  Beatrice  into  the  ffi- 
den  i  it  appears,  that  the  fame  dcGgn  is  now  to  be 
put  in  prat^ce  upon  her,  as  Z..eonato  and  Claudio 
wrought  upon  Benedick,  in  the  foregoii^afb  j  Ibr 
^3  purpofe  Hero  inftruSs  Urfulaj  Seeing  Bea- 
trice fteal  into  a  woodbine  arbour,  they  proceed  ofl 
the  fubjeftofBenedick's  love  for  her,  and  anatomize 
her  Ipirit  of  pride  and  coquett;y  pretty  feverdf  1 
while  they  Uazon  him  with  the  warmeft  tctms  of 
commendadon.  After  |they  have  cxhauited  praife 
upon  one,  ^d  fatire  on  the  other,  they  go  offt 
From -what  Beatrice  faysj  when  alone*  it  appears, 
that  their  converlation  has  produced  the  demrd  ef- 
feft,  and  occafioned  her  to  think  ferioully  of  Bene- 
dick^ This  fcene  has  confiderable  ment,  but  bong 
cxaftly  limilar  to  that  which  ends  the  fccood  afi* 
cannot  take  equal  poflefGon  of  an  audience^  ' 

Don  Pedro,  Claudio,  Benedick  and  LeoaatOj.afM 
pear  next :  the  Prince  declares  hb  intenuon  of  ftaf- 
ing  till  Claudio's  marriage  is  confummated }  then 
propofes  going  for  Arr^n,  and  that  Benedick 
fhould  go  mth  him.  This  draws  on  Ibme  obkm- 
tions  which  chai^  Benedick  with  being  in  love,  the 
Prince  and  Claqdio  mention  feveral  pleafant  fymp- 
soms  to  prove  their  fuggcftion :  when  Beoedidt 
walks 


,.i,z,iih,Coot^lc 


the  DRAMATIC  CENSOR,     tti' 

waSka  afide  to  fpcak  «ith  Leonato,  Don  John  cn«  > 
ten,  and  charges  Hero  with  bring  difloyal  i  thli 
haturallf  furprizcs  the  Prince  and  het  Icnfcr ;  "whoj 
tipon  bring  ol!ered'  ocular  dfcmonftrition  of  het 
licendoidhefi,  jmntlf  tteotiniifie  to  iexpofe  her,  and 
htcA  off  the  matri^. 

When  they  go  (#,  we  are  prefcntcd  wirii  Dog* 
berry.  Verges,  atid  Watchmen,  This  fcene  ejthi" 
Ints  in  the  Conlbil:^  ami  his  aHbdate,  a  Veff  laugh- 
aMe  plfturc  of  blundcringj  ignorant  confequencc  i 
the  negleft  and  villainy  of  noAumd  guards,-  is  v«ty 
vcU,  and  keenly  touched  upon  :  after  ^ring  the 
watchmen  chai^  co  look  jfbvply  about  Leonato's 
houf^  Dogberry  goes  off.  Hoc  Borachio  and 
COnrade  enter  i  th^  worthy  gentlemoit  not  fuf- 
peftii^  evet-droppoBt  talk  over  the  whole  of  the 
plot  agaiiift  Hens  how  Margaret  bring  fubfTituted 
for  her,  Claudio  had  (Wallowed  the  decri^  Uid  de* 
cermined  upon  otpofing  his  intended  bride  in  the 
temple ;  the  watchmen  haring  overiicard  this  h(^>c>  - 
fill  conference,  take  them  into  cufcxly,  and  hurry 
them  off*  the  ftage. 

Hero  next  enten  with  Margaret,  they  converfii 
about  a  wedding-fuit »  Be^rice  joins  them,  and 
profcflit^  herfetf  ill  at  cafe,  Margaret  archly  punt 
upon  Benedick's  name,  by  advifing  her  to  lay  fboM 
Cirrdmu  BentdiSus  to  her  heart.  Afar  ibme  plea- 
&nt  nillery  upoa  Beatrice's  compluQ^  tb^  ntire 
to  dr^  Hero  for  her  nupdals. 

In  the  next  fcene  wc  arc  entertained  with  a  very 
iriiitafical  account  which  Dogberry  and  Vei^ 
.g^v*  Leonato  of  the  two  men  the  watch  have  lakot 
iH> ;  dieir  roundabout,  fuperfluous  manner,  is  truly.    - 
dat^rting.    I^onato,  wearied'  with  dieir  TcrboTiiyt 
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ddues  them  to  queftion  the  culprits,  and  bring  hitii 
the  examinatioQ.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 
a&,  we  meet  the  bride,  bridc^jroom,  prieft,  and  all 
the  nuptial  gucfts.  Upon  the  Friar's  aiking  Clau* 
dio  if  he  b  not  come  tt>  marry  the  hdy,  he  anfwcrs 
no ;  upon  queftioning  Hero,  ihe  replies  in  the  af- 
firmative i  to  the  next  interrogation,  whether  any 
lawful  impediment  is  known,  Claudio  replies  in  a 
ftrain  not  very  intell^ble  to  the  company,  till  he 
explains  the  matter  in  fuch  lines  as  we  think  wor- 
thy tranfcribing. 

She's  but  the  liga  and  rcmblance  of  her  honour  ; 
Behold  how  like  a  miid  (lie  bluflies  here : 
Oh  what  authority  uid  fhew  of  truth, 
'  Can  cunning  fin  cover  ttfclf  withal : 
Comes  not  that  blood  ai  modeft  evidonce 
To  witnefs  fimple  virtue?  would  you  not  fwear 
All  you  that  fee  her  that  {he  is  maid» 
By  thefe  exterior  Ihows  ?  yet  j!he  is  none. 
She  knows  the  heat  of  aluxuiious  bed. 
Her  blufli  is  guiltiaels  liot  modcfiy. 

So  unexposed  ancHwavy  a  charge,  fupported  by 
the  Prince,  and  Don  John,  iftrikcs  Leonatoto  the 
heart ;  and  fo  far  overpowen  his  unhappy  daugh- 
ttr,  that  flie  faints.  When  the  accufers  are  gone, 
the  wretched  father  breaths  forth  his  forrow  in  very 
pathetic  and  bitter  plaints ;  patience  is  urged,  and 
a  vindication  of  Hero  attempted  by  Benedick  and 
Beatrice,  but  Leonato  fcems  from  fuch  reputable 
evidence,  to  think  the  accufation  juft.  The  Friar, 
in  a  moft  fenfiblc,  humane,  fanciful  addrefs,  takes 
•  up  the  injured  lady's  caufe,  who  Ipeaks  of  her  own 
innocence  with  melting  modefty.  Her  father,  up- 
ori  a  furmife  that  it  may  be  the  cfftfl:  of  fomc  bak 
deOgD* 
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defign,  delivers  himielf  with  very  emphatic  fpirit : 
the  Friar,  who  prudently  prefers  moderate  mea- 
fures,  defircs  that  a  report  c:  her  death,  in  confe- 
quence  of  dander,  may  be  ipread,  in  order  txi  work 
oiit  her  exculpation  ;  or  to  give  an  opporfunity,  if, 
guilt  is  confirmed,  of  lecreting  her  fronr  the  world. 
To  this  falutary  advice  Leonato  agrees.  The  o- 
thcr  charadlen  bdng  gone  ofi^.  Benedick  and  Bea- 
trice remain,  who  both  entertain  a  favouraWe  opi- 
nioQ  of  Hero  ;  after  u^ng  turn  to  eliraufe  the 
aufcrfher  coufin,  a  pretty  entertaining  declara- 
don  of  mutual  ^cftion,  comes  from  thefe  whimli- 
cal  lovers  ;  and  Benedick,  in  compliance  with  his 
miftrefs's  earneft  dcfirc,  goes  off,  fiilly  bent  on  chal- 
lenging Claudio. 

E)ogbcrry  and  Vei^,  with  their  prilbncrs  and 
others,  next  appear ;  this  examination  of  Conrade 
and  Borachio,  confirms  the  laughable  idea  we  have 
'  already  entertained  of  their  consequential  examiners: 
after  much  quibble,  they  are  confronted  by  the 
watchmen,  who  unfold  the  affair  of  D<m  John's 
tnibing  Borachio  with  a  thoufand  ducats  to  flander' 
Heroi  this  difcovery  being  made,  they  are  or- 
dered to  be  carried  before  Leonato  1  this  part  of 
the  bufincfi  falls  to  the  lot  of  Dewberry  and  Ver- 
g^  the  former  of  whom,  upon  being  called  an 
als  by  Conradp,  makes  fome  very  rifible  remarks. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fifih  aft,  Antonio  is 
comforting  his  brother  Leonato,  who  replies  to  his 
confoiation,  in  terms  that  we  muft  offer  to  our  rea- 
der's pcrufal,  as  truly  beautiful,  and  ftriftly  argu- 
mentative : 

Sfa  I  pray 
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I  pr»r  A»  cetfe  tiby  cwqld^ 

Which  fitHsinta  my  can  »  profitjeft 

Aa  water  in  a  fiev«  i  give  iratOK  comiM 

I^or  let  no  comfort  dre  delight  mine  ear  > 

But  fucb  a  one  whofc  wrongs  dbth  Tutt  with  muie)  ' 

Biing  me  a  lather  who  (b  IpvM  hii  child, 

Whofe  joy  of  hn  ia  overwhclm'd  like  min^, 

AndlMdhim  f^eak  tODWoT patience. 

Sittdicraiiaofvckiiuai  fbr,  biodter,  mm 

Can  ctMsfet  and  give  combitto  diat  grief 

Whld^  tbejr  ^temlelv^  pot&et ;  but  tuS^h, 

Tbeir  countel  tifnu  to  Ba%>ii,  whicb  IwfDie 

Would  give  pKcepuaI,mcdicinc  to  rage. 

Fetter  l^oog  QiadBcls  with  a  fiJken  thread. 

Charm  ach  with  air,  and  agon^  with  wordi  : 

No,  no,  'tis  all  men's  office  to  fpeak  patience 

Tq  tbofe  th^  wring  under  the  load  of  fiirrow  s 

But  no  man's  virtue  nor  fufflciency 

To  be  fb  moral  vrbeit  he  fliall  endur* 

The  like  bimmf :  therofoie,  give  me  ao  oounMt 

For  there  wa*  aevec  yet  t^ilolbt^iiv 

Who  could  eqdwa  thetoothraiA  patkntly-j|l 

However,  they  have  writ  the  fiile  of  gods*    .. 

And  made  a  pi(h  at  chance  and  Oiffcraiic«> 

Don  PiedtD  and  CUudio  enixring,  the  okf  imo 
BCCQfts  diem  in  angjry  terms,  which'  they  ware, 
though  Claudio  recciTcs  a  regular  challenge  fitnn 
him,  and  both  of  them  ^m  Antonio.  The  E^^ce^ 
in  palliative  terms^  laments  Hero's  death,but  afierts* 
th^t  the  charge  which  occiUioned  it  was  fbunckd  in 
truth  i  thi«,  as  he  refiifes  to  hear  a  vindication  of 
her,  fend?  off  the  old  gentlemen  violently  ag^ratcd 
with  paflion,  ]^o  fooner  d<>'  they  di&ppear,  than 
Bencdift,  xipc  for  quarrel,  comes  forward  %  they 
jd[c  wHh  him,  but  find  that  he  is  thoroughly  bait 
upm  a  forccabte  ^odic2tK»Q  of  Hqo*s  blaftcd  re< 
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putattORt  bovvnvy  they- jeer  him,  by  giving  the 
mttttr  a  ludicrous  tum^  and  malv  mention  of  Bea- 
trice, Benedick  is  nfiithet  to  be  frighted  oor 
feodied,  3sd  kflvca  ihttOt  prooiifing  rtvenge  upon 
Claudia       ; 

Dogbeny  and  Verges  here  bring  on  the  prifo- 
neis  Boraduo  and  CoBradCi  who  m^e  a  full  con- 
ftffioft  of  dbcir  flaafletQUS  goUc  ta  the  Prince :  this 
unexpected  intelligencr,  as  maf  be  well  fuppofed, 
ftnlna  h«»  and  CbutJio-  with  forrowful  aftonilh- 
meni.  Lsomto  cuering^  after  havir^  been  'ao 
quaiotcd  with  the  villainy,  receives  froni  Borachio 
a  ftcond  confeffion  %.  however,  in  the  zeal  of  relent* 
raeat,  ht  cbajge«  the  ii^ury  bis.  daughter  has  re'^ 
ceiTcd  agaisft  the  Prince  and  Claudia  After  fome 
txculpatoiy  addreJSs.  upan  their  0de»  he  fofrens, 
mApoofo^^saiiexQ  b  icrecovcrablcv chat  Claudip 
ihall  marry  a  neice  of  his  i  this  being  agised  tg^ 
Aey  g^  eff,  afe^  Do^jory,  with  farcical  fi^emnity, . 
hwcompbonedo^bciflg: called  anafs. 

Benedick  corned  oa  wl^  Margaret,  whom,  after 
Ibne^Mfciibliog,  tftd  not.  very  dexnt  fpeeches,  he 
feads  for  Beatrice  Whca  alone,  he  plea&ncly  de- 
^be9  1h&  )ovc-fick  fituauoa  -:  the  lady  comes  oh, 
when  a  very  unimportant  conference  enfues,  which 
ends  juft  as  h  b9^9  :■  Urfola  comtmmicating  the 
difccwery  of  Hero'*  innocence,  they  go  off  to  hear 
it  mofc  at  large.  The  next  fccne  at  Hero's  moni,»< 
'  meat  i?,  and  netlunk  julUy,  omitted  in  rqirefent^i' 
don. 

When  the  author  brings  us  to  Leonato's  houJis, 

we  find  Benedick  Eliciting  the  Friar's  matrimonial 

id£fbmce,  upon  which.  Leonato  mentions  the  man- 

BCr  hofW  he  had  been  tricked  into  lore,    Pedro  and 

Claudio 
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Mali  til  tiiat   AtoUf. 

Claudio  appearing,  according  to  appoinnnen^  He- 
ns under  cover  of  a  maflc,  is  brought  on  ^  when 
Claudio  folctnnljr  receives  her  at  the  Friar's  hand, 
{he  reveals  herfelf  to  the  altonifiiment  and  joy  tS 
her  firft  intended  hu{band.  The  ezplanaticm  d 
this  fecming  riddle  being  referred  to  another  q>- 
portunity.  Benedick  and  B^tricCi  by  the  intervene. 
tion  of  other  parties,  conclude  their  match,  and  lo 
concludes  the  piece. 

When  we  take  a  general  view  of  thfa  comedy, 
we  muft  be  furprized  that  Shakespeare  him&If 
could  make  fb  much  of  fo  little  -,  the  plot  has  ra- 
ther a  romantic  ur,  and  is,  in  point  of  merit,  but 
very  moderate  ■,  the  unities  are  not  grofsly  violated  t 
the  cataftrophe  is  fatbfafbry,  the  language  eafy 
and  fpirited ;  many  of  the  fentiments  difcover  ^ncy 
and  good  fenfe,  and  the  charaifters  are  well  fup> 
.ported. 

Benedick  is  a  vny  pleafant  effiifion  of  genius,  nt 
have  no  reafon  to  allow  him  any  virtue,  or  tocliaift 
him  with  any  vices.  He  is  a  humorift  poffifled  <^ 
■very  laughable  peculiarity,  we  dont  often  meet  fudl 
a  peribnage  in  private  life,  yet  we  are  glad  to  fee 
iiim  on  the  Hage,  efpccially  when  -reprefented  by 
-Mr.  Garrick. 

In  fpeaking  of  our  modem  Rpscius,  after  what 
has  already  been  offered,  we  muft  either  limit  our 
-praife,  or  fay  over  again  what  has  been  faid  before: 
•general  fuflr^  has  for  many  years 'authorized  the 
warmeft  encomiums  upon  this  great  man  in  Bene- 
<dick  ;  it  has  been  fet  down  by  many  leading  critics 
as  his  beft  comic  chacader,  but  this  opinion  «c 
-cannot  implicitly  admit,  notwithftanding  we  arc 
willing  to  allow  the  pre-«minence  of  his  fignificant 
features, 
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ieatures,  the  dillinft  Tolubilicy  of  his  exprdHon, 
and  his  ftage  manoeuvres  ;  in  the  fcenes  of  repartee 
.with  Beatiice,  his  diflin£b  vivacity  gives  uncommon 
iatisfadion.  It  is  a  charafter  not  fo  well  fuited  xo 
his  age  and  iigure  as  it  was  fome  years  ago,  yet  we 
have  no  idea  oS  any  performer  now  on  the  ilage 
who.could  render  it  fo  agreeabkas  he  ftill  can. 

We  have  attended  Mr.  King's  performance  of 
Benedick  mth  much  critical  pleafure,-and  if  we 
jiad  never  icafted  upon  Mr.  Garrick's  fuperior 
merit,  'us  highly  probable  we  Ihould  never  have 
wi&ed  for  any  thing  bcuer. 

Mr.  Lee,  if  he  had  not  laborioufly  methodized 
good  natural  requifices  into  moft  offbifivc  oddity, 
might  have  deferved  confiderable  reputation  in  this 
part  i  as  it  is,  though  nature  hasTuffered  fo  much 
iram  palpable  art,  he  has  his  admirers,  and  in  fome 
few  paflages  really  merits  them.  It  is  painful  to 
think  that  any  man  who  does  not  wantfenfe,  Ihould 
beconw  fuch  a  clock-work  aitor,  miftaking  mecha- 
nilin  for  eafc,  and  ftiffnefs  for  propriety.  We  have 
been  tortured  both  in  eyes  and  ears  by  Mr.  She- 
jiiDAN*s  barbarous  attempts  on  this  part. 

Claudio  is  a  gende  youth,  who  falls  fuddenly  in 
love,  and.gives  up  the  objedl  qf  his  paflion  with  lets 
feeling,  in  our  apprehenJlon,  than  he  ought :  there 
is  nothing  in  the  part  -which  requires,  or  could  Ihew 
great  abilities,  yet.it  is  much  too  important  for  Mr. 
Caotherly's  very  feeble  abilities,  and  was  much 
better  fupplied  by  the  late  Mr.  Palmer,  though  in 
fome  meafure  a  marrer  of  blank  verfe. 

I^eonato  is  a  very  refpeftable,  uniform  perfo- 

fiage  i  a  fenfible,  feeling  father,  who  utters  feveral 

fentim^ts  decked  with  fuitable  ftile,  that  do  the 

author 
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audwR-  gitat  credit.  When  wanned  by  die  fop>  ' 
pofed  guilt  of  his  daughter,  his  (xpreffions,  if  the 
a£tor  does, them  juftice,  muft  afeacTciy  heart  ca-. 
pable  of  impreflion :  we  are  forry  to  remtdc,  ditfS 
Mr.  Aiciciit  is  by  no  means  capable  of  workup 
this  eHential  e&A,  or,  if  capable,  has  not  been  aUc 
to  Ihew  the  Icaft  trsce  of  it ;  he  fails  extremely  \A 
attempting  to  defcnbe  the  force  and  delicacy  of 
paternal  feelings. 

Mr.  BtRRT  went  as  much  beyond  die  tender 
puts  of  LeonatOj  as  die  bft  mentioaed  gendeouB 
faXis  below  them.  It  is  much  a>  be  wifhed  that  old 
men  of  a  ferious  caft  were  put  into  abler  handit 
die  ftage  has  had  an  irreparable  lols,  in  this  paiti- 
cular,  by  die  death  of  Mf*  Powill,  ^)cdally  at 
Mr.  Ross,  whole  capabilities  might  be  Tery  «• 
fpeftable  in  this  view,  manifefb  moft  wearifixne 
negligence. 

There  is  no  point  of  excellence  in  which  Shakx^ 
sPeare  has  more  diftinguifhed  himlHf  than  in  the 
vajiety  and  propriety  of  his  charafters  :  if  wekxA 
through  many  pieces,  cfpecially  thole  trf^  the  lift 
twenty  years,  we  fliall  perceive  a  difguftfiil  linie* 
nefs  of  Itile  ;  lords  and  valets,  ladies  and  chamber' 
maids,  maintam  nearly  the  fame  dialogue ;-  fucfa  in* 
lipidity  Shakespeare's  good  fenfe,  knowledge*^ 
nature,  and  powerful  g^iuj  dilBained  :  a  gteat 
number  of  ftriking  inftances  might  be  ofiered  fnxa 
hisworks,  in  proof  of  this  aflertion  ;  and,  among 
die  reft,  hu  Dewberry  and  Verges,  who  are  as 
whimGcally  ima^ned,  and  as  well  ftippMtcd,  as 
any  charaftcrs  we  know ;  their  folemn  bufiboicry 
and  blundering  importance,  muft  be  rich  ttitti' 
tainment  for  the  graveft  mind, 
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Mr.  Taswzll,  whofe  drynefs  of  humour, 
quaintnefs  of  expreflion,  aid  bughaUecaft-of  fea- 
tures will  never  be  cxcdled,  gave  everjr  idea  of 

Dewberry  diat  the  author  feems  to  have  meant;  ac 
prdent,  Mr.  Passons,  though  not  quite  equal  in 
excellence  to  his  humorous  predece^r,  well  dc- 
ferves  die  warm  applauie  IW  receives.  Mr.  HAio- 
TKr,  who  has  a  moft  peculiar  and  happy  counte- 
nmce  forthe-caricatureof  low  comedy,  isthebeft 
Verges  we  remember  to  have  feen  ;  laughter  -feds 
feme  injury  from  not  having  a  litde  more  of  him. 
All  the  other  male  charaAers  in  this  play  are  (o  im- 
material, with  rdpei^  to  performance,  that  we  deem 
ourfelves  excufable  in  declining  mention  of  them  ; 
and  for  the  fame  reafon  two  of  the  females  only 
win  come  under  confideratbn. 

I^cro  is  an  amiable  young  lady,  thrown  into  a 
painful  and  pitiable  predicament ;  the  pare  is  pret- 
ty, but  feeble ;  it  requires  an  agreeable,  though  not 
a  great  a%efs.  Having  faid  thus  much,  we  be- 
liere  our  readers  will  .readily  concur  in  opinion, 
that  it  need  not  be  more  pl^uigly  fupplied  thab 
by  Mrs,  W.  Barrv, 

Beatrice  feems  to  have  engaged  as  much  of  our- 
author's  attention  as  Benedick,  and  is  equally  well 
fti[^Ftcd  I  as  a  child  of  whim  llie  is  extremely 
pk^juit.  Mrs.  pRiTCHAKD  was  fo  excellent  in 
this  part,  and  ftruck  out  fuch  unilbn  -merit  with 
Mr.  Garkick,  that  her  unchara£)xnftic  corpulence 
was  always  overlooked.  Mrs.  WoffinOton  we 
have  heard  receive  confiderable  applaufe,  which  flw 
well  dcfcrvcd ;  and  though  we  coijd  wifli  to  fee  Mrs. 
ABiNcroN*s  fuperior  talents   put  into  pofleffion 
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of  tlttB  part,  «e  dmi^  think  ouriclvcs  unjuftiGsdilc 
in  aOov'uxg  Mi&  Popx  fiune  flure  of  ipprobotioB. 

MVCH    ADO    ABOUT  NoTHIHO,   fuppoitcd  bf  O- 

pable  perfornxn.  will  always  pleafs  in  rcprefeua* 
votit  and  does  not  uft  any  damp  upon  the  great 
£une  of  its  immoitai  author  i  attke  fameduEjie 
do  not  oonfider  it  as  malung  any  addition  tbacto. 
It  is  undoubtedly  an  agree^Ie,  fpiritcd  compo&ioa 
fat  tir  %age»  but  can  never  be  «f  any  gn«  ioipoi- 
tnixintbcftudy. 


THE  ! 
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The        REVENGE. 

A  Tragedy:  By  Dr.  Youso; 


X  HIS  pcce  .opens  with  judicious  firiemnitj';  ■ 
A  lught  lcene»attended  with  eleinentary  concuflions, 
lig^ing,  thunder,  wind,  hail^  &c.  introduces 
Zanga,  the  captive  Moor,  who,  from  perturbadoh 
cf  mind,  enjoys  the  ftorm.  Ilabella,  who  appear^ 
to  be  his  miftrefs,  dirough  tendemels  of  r^;aT^ 
follows  him  into  the  lonely  retreat  of  gloomy  me- 
ditarion ;  her  folicttations  and  tears  draw  from  him 
an  elegant  and  fpirited  acount  of  what  has  laid  the 
Jbundation  of  his  difcontent. 

Hence,  it  appears,  that  being  Ton  of  a  MOorifli 
monarch,  at  war  with  Spain,  he  fought  in  a  battle 
where  hts  fadier  was  killed,  and  he  himlelf  ma<te 
prifonCT.  That  becoming  Alonzo's,  the  Spanifii 
general's  Oave,  the  vi&(^us  commam^  bad  given 
him  as  humane  and  friendly  treatment  as  could  be 
-viflied  ;  but,  upon  fome  flight  occalion,  in  heat  of 
pafllon,  gave  him  a  blow,  which  to  Moorish  tern; 
pels,  proves  an  ofifcncc  never  t»  be  forgiven. 

Ha^ng  painted  the  ^ny  of  his  mind  to  !&•' 
bella,  who  in  vain  urges  padence,  fhe  tells  him  dutt 
an  expre^  Is  arrived  from  Alonzo  t  having  deviied 
Ibme  meins  to  damp  the  prc^rels  of  that  chief,  he 
prays  for  favourable  intelligence,  "and  goes  off  to 
queftion  Don  Carlos  conaming  it. 

T  1 2  Manuel. 
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Manuel  and  Carlos  are  now  introduced,  bjr 
whom  we  find  that  Alonzo,  notwithftandmg  Zan* 
ga*3  oxachery,  has  obtained  another  compfeaC 
victory,  attended  with  much  (laughttr  of  his  foes. 
We  are  alfi)  inhumed,  that  Carlos  was  freed  from  a 
bondage  amoag  the  Moors  by  that  general,  whom 
as  a  friend  he  had  deputed  as  an  advocate  in  loi% 
to  the  beauteous  Leonora.  We  find  likewifei  that 
Alvarez,  the  young-  lady's  father,  from  a  love  of 
vrealch,  countenances  Don  Carlos's  pafiion,knowing 
that  he  is  in  hourly  expeAation  of  a  fleet  immenfely 
rich. 

Here  the  objeft  of  his  affection  appears,  led  h^ 
her  hoary  father,  who,  after  warmly  urging  her  ac- 
ceptance of  Don  Carlos,  leaves  them  to  an  amorous 
tete-a-tete  i  the  lover  preOes  his  fuit  with  muck 
tendemefs,  but  her  inclinations  dont  appear  to  wear 
that  cordial  condelcenfion  he  feems  to  wifli. 
.  She  evades  his  warmeft  attacks,  and  leaves  him 
to  receive  the  triumphant  Alonzo ;  who,  upon  his 
entrance,  declares  more  fatisfa£tion  in  meeting  his 
friend,  than  in  the  charms  of  fame  and  conqueft. 
After  terms  of  falutation  and  reciprocal  r^ard  are 
interchanged,  Zanga  comes  on,  informing  Carlos 
of  news  from  the  port,  to  receive  which  he  goes  off. 

Alonzo  being  left  with  the  Moor,  opens  the  ie- 
cret  feelings  of  lus  heart,  which,  furrounded  by  a 
blaze  of  glory,  b  yet  wretched.  He  informs  Zan^ 
ga,  that  while  he  fliould  have  z&ed  as  the  ambafla- 
dor  of  love  for  his  friend,  Leonora's  charms  bad 
fiompelled  him  to  become  the  principal  i  a  faint 
exculpatory  circumftancc  is  mcntioi>cd,  that  having 
received  no  letters  from  Carlos,  he  concluded  him 
dead  i  .this  mifcarrhige  in  correfpondcnce,  it  ap- 
«  P"r3, 
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pears,  has  happened  through  Zanga's  treacherous, 
underhand  dealings  to  work  his  own  finifter  pur- 
pofcs. 

Senng  Leofwra,-  the  captivated  conqatmr  gon 
off  to  meet  her»  which  gives  Zanga  an  oppoitani^ 
of  uttering  feme  lines,  fraught  with  mofl:  vindiftive 
malevolence.  When  the  lovers  conie  on,  a  long, 
laborious,  and,  in  fome  places,  laughable  fcene  cn- 
fues  i  the  whole  purport  of  which,  is  a  violent 
Ani^Ie  of  pride  and  love  in  the  woman  j  love  and 
friendfliip  in  the  man.  Our  author  has  here  made 
an  attempt  upon  the  power  c^  action,  injurious  m 
'  that  pewer ;  he  has  indulged  his  own  imagina- 
tion contrary  to  the  probability,  at  leaft  the  rcpre- 
firntable  probability  of  nature ;  for  which  reafba 
the  laft  fcene  of  the  firft  a/Et  is  generally  mucji  and 
OHnmeiidably  curtailed  on  the  ftage  :  at  the  con- 
clufion,  Alonzo  gives  us  a  moft  unmeanii^;  jingle 
of  rhimes,  founding  muchj  meaning  little. 

The  fecond  adt  commences  with  Zanga  and  Ma* 
nucl,  informing  the  audience  that  Don  Carlos's  fleet 
is  wrecked,  and  with  it  his  fortune }  hence  Zar^ 
fiiggefts  Alonzo's  union  with  Leonora. 

Ifabella  coming  on,  he  makes  enquiry  of  her  con- 
cerning fome  material  circumftances,  fends  for  his 
cablets,  and  ruminates,  in  an  emphatic  foliloquy, 
upon  the  connocion  of  circumftances ;  wherein  he 
displays  a  fund  of  policy  for  deep  intrigue. 

He  determines  upon  working  Alonzo  to  a  mar- 
riage  with  Leonora,  from  which  he  draws  hopes  of 
a  tempeft  that  may  wreck  their  peace  1  fome  lines 
he  utters  concerning  that  paiTioa  which  he  is  endea- 
vouring to  raifc,  being  nearly  equal  to  any  we  have_ 

met 
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anec  in  any  author,  it  would  be  unpardonibk  not 
to  tranfcribc  than. 

X  bate  tam'd  o'er  the  citalogw  ^  «Dea 

Whkk  fling  the  heart  of  ■nan>aad  find  ikhk  eqtal  : 

It  it  the  hydn  of  calamiticf : 

The  fcyen-fbld  death — the  jealous  ve.thcdama'd—r* 

Ob  jealoHfy  !  each  other  paiCon's  calm 

Tothee,  thou  confiagraiion  of  the  foul* 

Thou  king  of  tormvnts  !  thou  grand  coudterpoife  ! 

To  aJl  the  torments  beauty  can  infpire. 

Upon  Alonzo's  entrance,  Zanga,  iritb  prc^und 
aitiGcc,  congratulates  him  upon  the  .certsinty  of 
poi&ifiDg  Leonora  i  the  geoerous  minded  Spa- 
Kaid,  though  he  doats  on.  the  woman,  ftilt  (buggies 
with  the  reftriftions  of  friendlhip.  The  artifices  rf 
Zanga  are  maferiy,  and  at  length  determine  Akm* 
zo.to  confer  with  Don  Carlos. 

After  his  departure^  the  author  has  again  AimSb' 
•d  his  Moor  with  tome  lines  of  a  mafto'ly  nature ; 
boldly  imagined,  copioufly  arranged,  and  emphati' 
cally  exprefitd.  Don  Carlos  comes  in  upon  hit 
meditation,  wrapped  up  in  thought  likewile.  Don 
Carios  moratizcs,  in  folik>quy,  with  judgment  and 
feding  ;  his  fcmiments,  rcfpeding  hope  and  Immarf 
lu^ifHiiers,  are  founded  in  pluloft^hical  truth. 
-  The  Moor,  warmly  intent  upon  his  evil  purpofe^ 
preffcs  the  melancholly  lover  toar^gnationofhEi 
m^efc,  in  favour  of  Alonzo ;  the  voluntary  lieri- 
fice  of  his  deareft  wilhes,  though  in  defpair  of  thetr 
ever  being  fulBlIed,  pains  him  lb  much  that  he  can- 
not .comply  ■,  therefore,  requefts  Zanga  to  preTcnt 
an  interview  with  liis^friend.  This  the  Moor  pm^ 
mifes. 
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mil^  yet  goes  off  with  a  determuution  to  bring  it 
about. 

Csrlos  again  rumiaaos  upon  the  inftability  of 
temporal  eqjoyjncnu  i  his  remark  on  die  power  of 
beauty  is  ju&  snd  pleaiing.  As  he  is  going  off, 
Zanga  brings  on  Alonzo — Here  a  very  delicate  aad 
pathetic  icene  enfues,  wbsrein  the  iriends  manifell:  a 
cordial  feding  for  each  other.  Alonzo's  difiidence 
works  the  detjred  efi«£t  upon  Carlos  ;  who,  at 
length,  triumphs  over  the  agony  of  his  mind  lb  far> 
lu  not  oiUy  to  re'fign  Leonora,  but  even  to  requeft 
his  -frieiid's  acceptance  of  that  happinefs  which  he 
has  been  dif^i^inted  of. 

The  general's  mind  is  lb  aScded  with  this  beha- 
viour, that  he  retires,  and  Carlos  concludes  the  a& 
with  a  very  defcriptive  aJBmulation  of  his  own  cafe 
to  that  of  Epaminondat,  who  lived  with  an  arrow  ia 
his  fide  till  vidtory  was  proclaimed,  and  then  draw- 
ing forth  the  mortal  Hiaft  expired. 

The  third  a£t  commences  with  Zanga,  in  a  {tate 
of  malevolent  rejoicing,  that  his  defigns  are  in  ^o 
fair  a  train  :  by  what  he  fays  to  Ifabella,  we  Bnd 
Alonzo's  nuptials  hj^ve  been  compleated,  and  that 
a  letter,  forged  by  hun,  as  from  Carlos  to  Lecmora, 
had  fallen  into  the  bridegroom's  hands,  on  whom  it 
had  wrought  a  very  powerfut  effr£t.  Zanga's  de- 
icription  of  Alonzo,  upon  penilal  of  the  infamous 
Icroll,  is  ma^ly  painting. 

When  the  geoeral  enten,  teeming  with  jealous 
doubts,  the  Moor  pretends  to  go  off,  that  he  may 
be  called  upon.  After  much  preparauon,  which 
Zanga  receives  with  artful  furprize  1  Alonzo  conv 
mumcates  the  letter :  here  the  Moor's  hypocritical 
«(Mi(luiKnt  is  exhibited  in  ftrong  colours  ;  to  ^ivc 
:  .  'the 
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the  forgery  frelh  force,  he  fliews  the  utmoft  coa- 
cdn  for  its  contents ;  then,  under  a  friendly  pre- 
text, tears  the  paper.  What  follows  in  this  fccne, 
fliews  Alonzo  to  be  of  an  open,  unfufpcdting  na- 
ture ;  an  apt  fubjed  for  impofitioti,  and  the  Moor 
fluewdly  villainous. 

The  traitor  draws  forth  every  collateral  drcum- 
ftance  which  may  increafe  the  tmat  of  his  tnafter*s 
mind  i  after  which,  with  fair  faced  tcndernefs,  he 
lends  off  the  unhappy,  deluded  hufoand,  to  refieft 
upon  a  fubjedt  which  he  knows  the  more  it  is 
'  thought  of,  the  more  pain  it  gives.  After  putting 
3  picture  of  Carlos  into  Ifabella's  hand,  that  fiie  may 
place  it  in  Leonora's  chamber,  to  rife  up  a  corrobo- 
rative proof  of  infidelity,  a  gleam  of  Temorie  breaks 
in  upon  the  tralterous  gloom  of  Zanga's  mind'-, 
for  a  moment  he  feels  compun&ion,  and  with  great 
dignity  of  fentiment,  reflects  upon  the  di%raceful 
ftate  of  mental  depravation  his  antipathy  has  led 
him  to  ■,  hswever,  his  darling  principle  of  rcvei^ 
ftipprcffes  every  idea  of  remorfc,  and  even  rendeh 
infamy  meritorious.  This  is  one  bale  tBcGt  of  vio- 
lent prejudices,  which  leldom  fail  to  beautify  the 
moft  culpable  and  horrid  puipofts; 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  ad,  we  meet 
Alonzo  labouring  with  incrcafed  perplcjtity  j  he 
propofes  going  to  his  wife,  and  by  terrifying  threats, 
to  force  the  fecrct  fit)m  her.  This  Itep,  fo  very 
dangerous  to  his  hopes  and  views,  the  Moor  art- 
fully evades,  by  taking  upon  himfelf,  with  much 
feeming  reiudancc,  the  taflc  of  explaining  matters.' 
Jult  as  he  commences  his  artful  tale,  the  author  has 
introduced  Leonora,  without,  in  our  apprdienfion, 
any  purpofc  -,  therefore,  the  emiflion  erf  her  Ibort, 
infigntficant 
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infignificant  fccne,  in  aftion  is  judkioully  left  out. 
The  lady  being  difpatched,  Zanga  gives  a  formal 
account  of  what,  in  a  garden  by  moonlight,  he  had 
fcen  pafs  between  her  and  Carlos.  The  pidture 
wears  fuch  ftriking  features  of  criminality,  that 
Alonzo  is  even  overwhelmed  with  convifStiort. 
When  the  confirmation  of  his  wife's  guilt  is  invin- 
cibly imprefled  upon  Alonzo's  mind,  (he  is  agaifl 
introduced,  and  reproves  him  for  avoiding  his 
friends. 

By  a'disjointcd,  unintelligible  mode  of  bchaviouf, 
he  alarms  her  feelings,  and  ihe  goes  oS,  filled  with 
very  painful  fenfibility.  Zanga  returns,  and  heart- 
ing his  mafter  talk  of  death,  ^ves  him  joy  of  having 
lacrificed  Leonora  to  his  juft  jealoufy.  Being  in- 
formed that  ftie  ftill  lives,  he  fcts  at  work  every  en- 
gine of  infinuation  and  difllmulatton  to  afieft  her 
deftruAton  {  this  point,  at  length,  he  gets  deter- 
mined, and  even  obtains  Alonzo's  commilTion  ta 
gee  Carlos  murdered.  This  ad  ends  with  a  fan* 
ciful,  but  bombalb  fpeech. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  iifth  a^  we  encounter 
die  general,  haunted  with  the  imaginary  ghoft  of 
his  murdered  friend.  Zanga  comes  on,  and 
tells  him,  that  his  orders  refpe£ting  Carlos  has 
been  ftridHy  fulfilled ;  this  intelligencie  fomewhat 
awakens  rcmorfe ;  however,  having  thus  began  thfi 
work  of  blood,  he  determines  to  carry  it  on  as  far 
as  his  wife,  and  mentions  the  place  h^  has  appointed 
for  this  facrifice  to  jealous  rage.  The  Moor,  view- 
ing his  mifchievous  plan  in  Jo  thriving  a  fituation, 
breathes  out  fome  maftcrly  lines  of  emphatic  exul- 
tation. 

Vftt.  II.  U  ti  Lconor* 
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Leonora  is  next  difcovered  flecping  in  an  arbour, 
tlie  fight  of  her  occafions  3  tcndernefs  in  Alonzo's 
mind,  which  he  cxprefles  in  an  agreeable  manner, 
but  too  florid  and  pifturcfque  for  the  ftate  of  agi- 
tation he  b  in.  Ac  length,  he  works  his  pafHon  up 
to  the  fatal  a£b,  and  even  lifts  his  dagger  to  give  the 
blow,  but  b  flopped  by  her  waking  ;  love  here  in- 
terpofes,  and  checks  his  rage,  which  extends  no 
further  than  the  utterance  of  fotiie  incohcreni 
fpecches ;  Ihe  fooths  him,  and  aims  at  explanation, 
but  in  vain. 

Going  off,  he  drops  his  digger,  at  fight  of  fuch 
an  object  fhe  is  fingered,  and,  Gke  a  faithful  wife^ 
ftars  for  her  hufband*s  fafcty ;  however,  wheft  the 
bofom-fnakc  Zanga  hints  to  her,  that  her  life  ftiaiids 
endangered  from  AIonz6*s  jeatoufy,  with  the  tnic 
fpirit  of  confcious  innocence,  flie  determines  to  vin- 
dicate her  own  honour  fron^  fo  foul  a  charge  i  and 
to  free  him  from  a  feeling,  which  flic  can  hardly 
fuppofe  him  mean  enough  to  indulge, 

Alonzo  returning,  Zanga  urges  afrefh  Laonora^ 
guilt,  but  is  fent  off  with  a  churlifh  reproof.  Wfttii 
the  lady  re-enters,  fhc  is  accofted  by  her  huibaiid 
in  terms  of  very  foft  and  tender  refpeft  :  thdr  con- 
verie,  for  forac  time,  promifes  reunion,  harmony  and 
mutual  fatisfadion ;  but,  upon  her  producbg  tb^ 
dagger,  takes  quite  a  different  turti.  He  is  thrown 
into  fre(h  agitation  by  feeing  the  inftrument  of  hu 
jealoufy,  which  Leonora  perceiving,  fhc  cxpreBe* 
hcr&lf  in  fuch  terms  as  warm  him  into  a  diTxH  ac- 
cufation  of  guilt :  after  fomc  violent  altercarion^ 
the  pride  of  flander  rifes  fc  high,  tfiat  ftic  ftabs  her- 
fclf. 

th» 
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This  a£t  of  fatal  extteimty  ftrikes  Alon^o's  af- 
fcftion  deeply ;    after  apologizii^  for  fuicidc  io 

{ilauOble  terms,  fhc  is  carried  off,  and  Alonzo  fol- 
ows»  poiftfled  with  the  moft  horrid  doubts.  Zaa- 
ga  DOW  comes  forward,  bent  on  Elllng  up  the  mea- 
fure  of  his  revenge,  by  the  moft  defperate  means  j 
which,  upon  Alonzo's  return,  he  puts  in  prafticc, 
by  an  open  and  triumphanf  declaration  of  his  vil- 
luny ;  this  has  the  dcfiied  efieft,  and  fuperadds 
fuch  a  weight  of  woe,  that  the  unhappy  vi£Um  <^ 
his  ioiplacablc  refentment,  faints  under  the  load.  - 
At  length,  having  with  great,  though  falfe  dignity 
of  fcntimcnt,  endeavoured  to  juftify  his  cruel  and 
treacherous  proceedings,  Zaoga  attempts  to  kill 
himfclf,  but  is  prevented  by  Alonzo,  and  delivered 
93  4  prifoner  to  guards,  who  enter  with  Alvarez. 

Upon  hearing  that  Leonora  is  dead,  the  general 
puts  a  period  to  his  own  wretched  exiftence  ■,  this 
ftrikes  the  Moor  with  remorfe,  which  he  utters  in 
very  generous  and  forccable  terms.  When  Zanga 
if  carried  to  the  fate  his  crimes  defcrve,  Alvarez 
(QDcludes  the  piece,  with  Tome  rhinies  which  wc 
c^npt  greatly  approve. 

TheREV£NC£,  upon  a  general  view,  exhibit* 
indifp-utable  marks  of  a  powerful  genius :  the  ver- 
fijgc^dn  is  flowing  and  nervous;  the  fcnuments 
qoble  and  comprchenlive ;  the  moral,  a  warning 
^ainft  that  hydra  of  calamities,  jealoufy.  Yet,  if 
wc  Icrutinize,  we  Ibatl  find  a  barrennefs  of  incident, 
a  palling  famencfs  in  the  fcenes,  and  a  wearifome 
length  of  laboured  dialogue.  There  is  alfo  a 
moft  diladvEintageous  and  palpable  fimilitude  to 
Otheho. 

■  ■     XJ  u  »  The 
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The  chara£ters  are  few,  and  of  them  only  four  . 
fjeferre  any  notice.  Alonzo  is  introduced  to  our 
regard  as  a  br^ve  and  fuccefsful  foldicr  %  yet,  upon 
examination,  we  muft  confider  him  as  a  veak  or 
a  wicked  perfonage  :  the  former  undoubtedly  he  is, 
and  he  borders  clofc  upon  the  latter,  by  firft  fup- 
planting  his  friend  in  the  bufinefs  of  love,  and  then 
authorizing  his  murder  -,  though,  as  a  jealous  Spa.- 
piard,  with  whom,  as  well  as  the  Moors,  revenge  is 
virtue,  he  ftands  excufable. 

In  reprefentation,  he  requires  extenfivc  and  va- 
riable powers  ;  there  are  very  difficult  tranfitioiu 
jn  many  pafl^es,  and  he  is  a  leading  objeS:  &r 
critical  attention  till  his  laftfcene,  whe^c  he  falls  oS 
moft  mifcrably. 

Mr.  Ryan  ftas  in  voice  and  years,  when  we  fa* 
him,  very  unfit  for  the  love  fcenes  of  this  charatEker; 
yet,  in  the  jealoufy  and  diftradtion,  he  ftruck  ouc 
confiderable  beauties.  Mr.  Havard  looked  the 
part  b^er,  and  was  more  charafteriftic  in  the  ten- 
der fcenes.  Mr.  REOorsH,  though  deficient  in 
powers  for  the  moft  impaHloned  fpeeches,  has,  we 
apprehend,  mor^  equaUty  of  merit,  and  is,  upcm 
.  the  whole,  more  agreeable  than  his  predcaflorsi 
Had  Mr.  Garrick  ever  condefcended  to  reprefcnt 
the  Spanifli  general,  he  would,  beyond  doubt,  have 
piade  him  one  of  the  greatefl:  parts  on  the  ftage  i 
whereas,  wanting  fuch  incomparable  abilities,  be 
ever  has  been  but  a  kind  of  foil  to  Zanga. 

Carlos,  though  a  very  poetical  character,  is  ftdly 
infipid  i  Mr.  Ross  did  him  morejuftice  than  any 
other  pcrfon  we  recoUeft.  It  was  barbarous  in  th« 
managers  to  load  Mr.  J.  Aickih -with  this  part: 
In  a  proper  ftile^  we  entertain  a  very  favourable 
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idea  of  this  gentleman's  fenfibility  j  but,  we  ate 
Jbrry  to  fay,  thdt  his  Don  Carlos  was  a  moft  fomnt- 
ferous  cxhibidon :  why  might  not  the  fweet  fwain^ 
Mr.  Cautherlv,  whine  through  this  unfeafoned 
lover  ?  thoughy  to  confcfi  truth,  the  matter  would 
in  that  cafe  be  very  little  mended. 

Zanga  is  a  fini£hed  villain,  with  fame  greatnefs  of 
mind :  we  do  not  know  any  charafter  more  fa- 
vourable to  the  after ;  thb  is  plainly  evinced  by 
conlidering  that  in  a  great  variety  of  performers  we 
have  fcen  undertake  it,  every  one  has  met  and  de- 
fcrved  confiderable  applaufe.  Mr.  Quin,  in  the 
foliloquics,  and  iaft  fccnc,  acquitted  himfclf  with" 
great  ability,  but  wanted  eafe  of  infinuation*  and 
was  heavy  in  the  other  parts.  Mr.  SHERIDA^f,  with 
powers  vaftly  inferior,  was  more  in  character  upon 
the  whole.  Mr.  Holland  was  better  than  dther, 
by  mingling  the  merit  of  both,  yet  fell  greatly 
fliort  of  Mr.  Mossop,  who  moft  certainly  ftands  in 
this  part  himfelf  alone  ;  as  pofleSing  and  happily 
adapting  an  unequalled  fpirit,  extent  and  propriety- 
of  exprefHon. 

Leonora  has  been  rendered  very  agreeable  by 
Mrs.  Bellamy,  but  we  are  inclined  to  prefer  Mrs. 
Baddely. 

Auditors  and  readers,  of  florid  conceptions,  will' 
be  entertained  with  this  play,  both  on  the  ftage  and 
in  the  ctofet ;  however,  we  are  inclined  rather  to 
praife  it  as  a  poetn  than  a  tragedy. 
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The  SUSPICIOUS  HUSBAND. 
A  Comedy;    By  HoaplevJ 


R. 


,  Anqer,  ayouog  and  volatile  templar,  opu» 
this  ptcce>  j\i&  returned  from  the  tavern,  after  a 
wh^le  night's  debauch ;  he  refle^^  with  fcnOble 
pleafantry  upon  tavern  rnjc^ments  :  it  is  fbgiethiag 
odd*  that  having  from  Congreve  fketched  out 
fuch  a  female  3s  fuits  his  inclination,  he  (faould  Ciy, 
"  Oh  that  I  had  fuch  a  £}ft^  bewitching  fair,  tQ  luS 
my  fences  to  ik&r  dtfir$dJUsp  ■"  falling  alkqi  is  a 
bad  compliment  to  a  lady.  After  receiving  Soim/t 
complimentary  cards,  he  js  cncdunttred  by  a  mil- 
liner, with  whom  he  makes  very  free  ^  however, 
his  auicvous  parly  is  interrupted  by  the  abrupt  en- 
trance of  Mr.  Bellamy,  who,  po'ceiving  what  Ban- 
ger had  been  about,  gives  him  a  friendly  rebul^ 
^r  putting  modelty  to  the  bluOi- 

When  Frankly  comes  on,  a  moft  inde^catc  idea 
is  raifed  by  his  remark  upon  Ranger's  looking  fadlf  i 
ve  wiih  his  queftion  and  the  anfwer  totally  ex- 
punged. The  remwoing  part  of  this  fccne  is  filW^ 
up  with  very  agre/^ablc  converlation,  upon  the  fijb' 
jed  of  gallantry  and  the  fair  fex  j  by  which  each 
difcovers  the  bent  of  his  own  mind,  with  refpeft  to 
the  ladies.  The  vifit  is  a  mere  chit-chat  one,  and 
leems  to  have  do  other  meaning  than  opening  the 
chacaders. 

In 
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Safrimi  H-Jband. 

In  the  following  fcenc,  we  meet  Mrs.  StriiHand 
and  Jacintha,  by  whom  we  are  made  acquainted 
with  Clarinda  -,  and  that  Cupid's  arrow  has  touched 
her  heart,  in  favour  of  a  young  fellow  Ihe  danced 
with  at  Bath.  We  alfo  receive  a  hint  of  Mr. 
Scridland-'s  gloomy  ftate  of  mind.  When  that  gen- 
tleman makes  his  appcatance,  we  find,-  that  as  guar- 
dian to  Jacintha,  he  has  retcived  a  letter  from  Bel- 
lamy, foliciting  his  confent  to  marry  that  lady  \ 
uport  which  fubjeft  he  makes  fomc  churlifh  re- 
iharks,  but  at  laft  confents  to  fee  the  lover. 

After  Jacintha  goes  off,  Stridland  opens  at  large, 
his  fufpicious  temper,  by  expreffing  didike  to  Cla- 
iinda,  as  a  companion  for  his  wife.  His  cxprcffionj 
arc  full  of  ill  nature  and  afperity,  infomuch,  that 
the  lady  burfl:  into  tears,  which  foften  him  into  a 
faint,  aukward  kind  of  an  apology,  with  which  he 
retires,  leaving  Mrs.  Striftland  in  doubt  of  his  mo- 
tives for  fuch  behaviour,  and  furprize  at  the  foun- 
dation of  them. 

We  are  now  carried  into  tlie  Park,  where  Frank- 
ly and  Bellamy  prefent  thcmfelves,  the  former  dif- 
cloPing  to  his  friend  the  palTiOn  he  has  conceived  for 
an  unknown  lady ;  his  account  of  the  matter  is 
pleafant  and  fpirited.  When  Jack  Mcggot  comes 
.  on,  the  fubjcdt  gives  way  to  his  frothy,  rhapfodtcal 
prattle  :  which,  with  very  little  meaning,  is  tolera- 
bly plcafant. 

After  the  butterfly  of  fafhion  runs  in  purfuit  of 
one  of  his  favourite  dilettanti,  Frankly  gives  a  fa- 
vourable idea  of  his  heart,  though  we  cannot  enter- 
tain any  re£pe£t  for  his  head.  Our  author  has  in 
the  following  paflage,  we  apprehend,  been  guilty  of 
unpardonable  difrefped:  to  the  fair  fex---**  There  is 
a  heart 
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a  heart,  even  in  a  woman's  breaft,  that  is  -worth  ibe 
purchafe,"  why  the  emphatic  word  evm,  as  if  wonh 
and  generous  feelings  were  more  rare  to  be  met 
with  in  the  female,  than  the  male  fex.  A  tnoft  il- 
liberal^  as  well  as  falfe  idea. 
.  ■  The  firft  aft  ends  with  Frankly's  determining  to 
fearch  out,  if  poflible,  his  fair  incognita.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  fecond,  thiec  ladies  pre&nt  them- 
felvcs,  Clarinda,  Jacintha  and  Mrs.  Striftland ;  the 
former  being  taxed  with  her  Bath  partner,  fiie 
throws  out  fomc  fprightly  obfervations  upon  gal- 
lants, and  the  manner  of  treating  them.  Jacintha's 
prudent  and  fettled  notions  of  love  are  well  op- 
pofed  to  Clarinda's  levity ;  Ihe  having  met  with  a 
worthy  and  agreeable  man,  has  given  him  urnt- 
ferved  pofleffion  of  her  heart.  Mrs.  Striflland's 
unhappy  fituation  being  mentioned,  the  gay  lady  re- 
commends  refiflive  behaviour,  which  the  fenfible 
wife  declines.  To  remove  Stridtland's  uneafy  ap- 
prehenfions,  Clarinda  goes  off,  *ith  a  rcfolution  of 
ieaving  his  houfe. 

After  two  or  three  fpceches,  flie  returns  in  a  great 
flurryoffpirits,  having  me:  her  admirer;  the  trick 
of  letting  him  know  where  fhe  lives  is  natural :  a 
Kind  of  pantomime  purfuit  enfues,  till,  at  length, 
Frankly  having  houfed  her,  takes  the  advantage  of 
an  open  door,  and  obtains  a  fiiort  conference  with 
her,  in  which  he  fpeaks  plainly  as  to  the  paflion  he 
has  conceived  for  her. 

Her  diffidence  is  delicate,  and  the  lover  makes 
no  further  progrefi  than  receiving  information, 
that  he  will  find  or  hear  of  her  at  Mr.  Stri^Uand's 
houfe.  After  he  goes  off,  Clarinda  makes  an  open 
coiifelHon  to  Mrs,  Stri^and  of  her  captivated 
ftace. 
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ftate.  Mr.  Striftland,  in  foliloquy,  expicfles  much 
uoea5ners  at  the  vifitors  and  mcfTages  which  come 
to  Clarinda,  as  fuppofing  his  wife  may  have  fome 
(inifter  concern  in  them.  Seeing  Lucetta,  his 
wife's  waiting-woman,  he  determines  to  examine 
her ;  but  tlunking  flic  may  deceive  him,  calls  for 
Tefter,  whofe  fimplicity  he  thinks  may  be  more  ■ 
fafely  tnifted  than  the  chambennaid's  cunniag ; 
however,  upon  confideration,  he  deems  him  too 
weak  and  fallible  an  object  for  coniidence  to  reft 
upon,  therefore  again  calls  for  Lucetta,  to  whom  he 
addrelTes  himfelf  with  fuch  whimGcal  caution,  that 
the  very  artfully  pretends  to  apprehend  an  attack 
upon  her  virtue ;  this,  and  her  laughing  at  his  per- 
plexity, increafes  it  lb  much,  that  he  hurries  her  oiF} 
and  makes  a  very  forceable  remark  on  the  tor- 
menting (ituation  cif  his  own  mind,  fo  painfully  en- 
flaved  by  fufpicion. 

From  Bellamy  and  JaCk  Me^;ot,  in  the  next 
fcene,we  learn,  that  if  Jacintha,  who  has  determin«i 
to  elope,  elfcf^i  her  purpofe,  ffae  is  to  be  lodged  at 
Jack's  houfe.  Frankly  enters  to  them,  on  tht 
wings  of  tranfport,  at  having  found  his  Pento  \ 
of  whom,  however,  he  can  give  no  further  account, 
than  that  he  has  feen  and  obtained  leave  to  vilit  her 
again. 

When  Jack  Mcj^t  retires,  Bellamy  acknow- 
ledges himfelf  in  the  lift  of  lovers  :  pleafed  with 
their  fympathetic  feelings,  Frankly  and  he  embrace, 
a  circumftance  merely  introduced  for  Ranger  to 
jeft  upon  their  infipid  fituation.  His  entrance  ra- 
ther interrupts  their  amorous  ideas,  as  deeming  him 
a  heretic  in  love  affairs  j  however,  he  delivers  a  let- 
ter from  Jacintha  to  Bellamy,  which  informs  the 
-  Vot.  II.  X  X  audience 
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audience  that  Ihe  has  pLaimed  her  elopctnenb 
Ranger's  advice  of  carrying  her  to«  bagnio,  howe- 
TCT  fmartj  is  rather  gro6. 

When  Bellamy  claims  Ranger's  alliftance,  tM 
Calls  himfelf  a  damuMe  unlucky  fellow,  we  wilh  he 
had  ibund  another  epithet,  for  though  it  may  brt 
natural  ^noi^  ia  a  Covent  Garden  buck,  if  is  're- 
prebeafible  oa  the  ftage.  Buckle,  Bellamy'i  fer- 
▼ant,  infiHiiis  his  ihafbr  that  Jaclntba.  havii^;  no 
other  means  of  efcape,  mtends  to  defcend  from  her 
chamber 'Window  by  a  ladder  of  ropes,  and  that  Ifao 
is  to  be  dilguUed  in  boy*s  cbaths  :  matters  thui 
fettkd,  the  leoond  a&  concludes. 

Bdlamy,  di%ui{ed  in  a  ch^man's  coat,  be^n 
the  third  aA«  before  StridUnd*s  'houle,^  to  which 
ipot  alfo  kive  has  cohTcyed  Frankly.  Lucctta, 
Aom  beloWf  infomis  Jadntha  at  die  window,  that 
fhe  muft  be  very  cautious,  as  her  guardian  is  up  and 
on  the  watch.  Frankly,  from  what  be  impet^^Aly 
hears  and  feea^  ima^n^s  that  fbme  tnttigtfe  is  ffm$ 
forward,  therefore  rejolves  to  liften.  While  he  ii 
clcrfely  attendir^  Jactntha's  motions,  Clarinda  en- 
nrs,  returning  from  a  ^ift  party,  and  overhears 
fomc  oHiTeriation  between  them.  Jacintha,  fup* 
pofing  itis  Bellamy,  tlrnr^  dowii  the  rope  laddcri 
juft  as  Ihe  is  goiog  to  defcend,  Lucetta  informs  her 
that  file  may  come  down  the  back  flairs  i  t)m 
change  c^  lituacioas  gives  Clarinda  an  opportunity 
of  deteAing,  as  fbt  fuppoics,  her  faitldels  fpxk. 
He  endeavours  to  exculpate  himietf,  but  ihe 
bounces  into  the  houlc  without  aKwdii^  him  an 
idea  of  ibrgi  vends. 

Here  Bellamy  enters,  and  fccir^  a  man  under  his . 
millrefs*3  window,  cntcruins  jeaiou*  apprchenfioni 
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Xa  nv^Qiip.  Jacindia,  in  the'  hurry  of  hw  tScipt^ 
njos  into  Fnulkly's  amu~How  he  UQine<liat^ 
difcoven  -her  to  be  s  woman  is  i^  obviQus.  Bc^ 
hmfs  alann  ihcre>£es,  and  he  gives  the  iuppo&d 
rivj^  «a  oblique  challenge.  No  iboncr  are  th^ 
d^ra^s  off  the  ftage,  thao  Strift^ai)^  appeijrtt  iii 
purfuit  oi  his  ward.  To  l^m  fuccee^i  Ranger,  ^rbp 
having  more  liquor  than  prudence  in  hii  ^19^, 
feeim  eager  to  h»n:  what  hocailsafrp^ 

Reding  along*  lie  encounters  dtf  jrope  ladder^  and 
in  die  60W  of  fpirits  detn'oiines  ^t  looM^t  it.  Up- 
on  reaching  the  unndow,  he  fgfa  W^  ^gifeabic  «9- 
Biant  »id  very  modeftly  ref^yes  (ti  ^jow*  detef- 
ntiping  to  ntalix  an  .aooorous  altitck  up^  her.  Mrp. 
Stri£U«nd  and  Lucecta  ne^  flf^ef^-;  ^m^  fbnje 
words  which  the  nfiaid  drops,  Raj^r  ^cowf^  that 
i;he  lady's  huA>aQd  is  jealous,  and  fs^  diac  4^- 
cvmftance  draws  fovourable  hopes  roTpeSing  ^ 
own  dedgn  upon  her  i  when  L^icetfa,  for  dg^voF' 
ipg  h^r  fendrpcn^  rather  too  ir^ly,  is  ordered  ^ 
quit  the  room,  our  galUnt  templar  prefeitts  lumfi;^ 
in  a  manner  not  very  ^Micate.  His  purpoiethiv' 
the  whole  fcene  is  culpably  licentious,  ai)d  the  Ifu^s 
bejivviour,  «a  wc  thiok,  muqh  too  t9nv&r%Jit)a 
un{^F(tonable  intrufion- 

3tri^aod's  approach  occafitms  Rutger  Co  ntrqR 
precipitately  i  in  his  hurry  he  inadyerte^y  drcfs  |i^ 
hat ;  it  appears,  that  3trt^nd  has  reoprwcd  Jp- 
cmtha,  and  (be  is  brought  <mi  ju  his  prifoner. 

Having  fharply  reproved  the  young  lady  fpr  hfX 
adventurous  elopement,  Stri^Und  ftnkes  his  fooc 
againlt  Ranger's  h^t,  which,  in  his  huny,  that  g^' 
tant  had  dropped.  Such  yn  objeft  fi>tind  jn  t 
wt^s  drdTing  room,  might  natur^  Hlftnn  *  miu 
X  X  a  la6 
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lefs  tainted  with  fufpicion.  Mrs.  StrifllaniJ,  boH 
in  her  own  innocence,  though  wiA  fuch  an  unfa- 
vourable circumftancc  againfl:  her,  endeavours,  widi 
•becoming  Ipirir,  to  let  her  precipitate  lord  and 
maftcr  right ;  who  cannot,  however,  be  reduced  a> 

■  any  d^rcc  of  reafon,  till  wrought  upon  by  a.  fiivOc 
•which  Lucetta  fuggefts,  that  of  JacinthaV  owning 
the  hat. 

This  tiim  is  pleafant  enough,  and  works  the  de- 
•  fired  effeift.     A  reconciliarion,  at  leaft  an  aukward, 

■  temporary  one,  takes  place  between  the  married 
couple  1  but  the  diifappointed  fmglc  lady  is  fent 
clofe  prifoner  ^o  her  chamber,  with  a  declaration 
from  her  guardian,  that  in  the  morning  (be  muft  be 
removed  to  the  country. 

The  fcene  being  changed,  Rangw  comes  for- 
'  ward,  groping  his  way  in  a  dark  chamber,  bent 
■tipon  fceking  out  game  rjacintha  enters  with  a 
'candle,  whom,  from  appearance,  he  takes  to  be. a 
"boy  ;  however,  by fome  exprefiions  (he  drops  in  fo- 

■  liloquy,  he  difcdvefs  his  miftake,  and  as  Ihc  is  going 
to  attempt  a  fecond  efcapc,  by  meaiK  of  the  ladder 

■  of  ropes,  which  {he  fuppofes  is  ftill  at  the  window, 
-he''  prefcnts  himfelf  :    with  humorous  freed*)^  he 

pays  his  devoirs  in  fuch  prefling  terms,  that,  fcddg 
'"afraid,  on  Mrs. "Strid-land's  account,  to  cry  out,flic 

■  is  ■  at  length  obliged-  to  mention  Bellamy's  namcj 
this  ftrikes  Ranger,  who  plays  her  off  agreeaWy, 
concerning  her  letter,  which  mentioned  the  plan  rf 

"etopement, 

"Perceiving  hereby  that  Ranger  is  in  her  tevcJ's 
•  confidence,  (lie  readily  agrees  to  his    propofal  of 
-  helping  her  frobi  confinement,  and  conducing  her 
to  the  man  ofhci  heart. 

.    ■    .  Aft 
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'  Aft  the  fourth  b^ns  with  Bellamy  andFranlc- 
ly,  the  former  Vating  the  latter,  as  Imng,  though 
without  dcfign,  the  occafion  of  his  lofing  Jacintha. 
While  he  is  in  this  Critical  ftate  of  temper,  Lucet'u 
comes  in  great  con&fion  to  enquire  for  Jacintha  j 
he  knpwing  nothing' about  her,  the  maid  renarks, 
that  Clarinda  foppofes  her  to  be  gone  oS'vnth  one 
Frankly.  On  this  information  Bellamy  fends  La- 
cetta-to  fearch  for  the  loft  iair  one,  and  feeing  a 
confiaflOn  in  Frwikly's  face,  which  might  very  na- 
.riirally  arife  in  fuch  a  cafe,  he  draws,  demanding 
what  b  called  gentleman's  Iktisfaftion  for  the  fup- 
pofed  injury.  • 

Here  Ranger  opponunely  enters,  and  ludicrmifly 
remarks,  that  Wury  maniteft  a  ftrangc  contrariety  of 
behaviour — One  moment  hugging  each  other,  and 
th£  next  tilting.  In  the  accoiuit  he  gives  c^  Jus 
laftnightV adventure,  fome  very  pleafant  mifapprc- 
tienfions  arile,  which  bring  on  the  alternate  relent- 
rnent  >of   Bellamy    and-  Frankly,  .againft    dietr 

■  merry  friend ;  who  defignedly  plays  upon  them 
'  the  game  of  crofs  purpofes,  till  he  is  both  threatened 

aod  wheedled ;  to  give  an  explanation  that  may  cafe 
their  anxiety. 

This,  however,  he  refers  to  Jack  M^got,  which 
the  fprightly  prattle  enters  upon  immediately,  by 
informing  them  that  Jacintha  is  at  his  houfc.  This 
eaies  Bellamy's  painful  feelings,  -and  Frankly's  new 
raifcd  jealoufy  fubfides  by  being  cold^thar  the  other 

■  lady  Ranger  had  encountered  is  a  wife.  Eacli  hav- 
-  ing  mentioned  a  particular  dellination,  the  four  gen- 
tlemen go  off  c6  make  way  for  Mrs.  Stridland  and 
Ciarinda. 

The 
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The  latttr,  we  percdve, »  prepving  for  a  fpeedjr 
IKmoral  from  "Mr.  Scn£llitnd'«  lipufe :  he  appev^ 
And  reccivea  ironical,  ooUl  tbaolut  for  the  civUkies 
fiic  has  received  frotn  turn.  Having  cQodM^cd  brr 
off**  he  rc-eottrs,  cKpKfles  iadsfaftioo  at  her  de{iar' 
ture,  mi  then  leads  his  wife  offMo, 

Lucetta  being  fcft  aJone,  ftatcs  to  berfelf  tbe  fut 
|ndou9  finnuion  of  affairs,  and  feetns,  Iram  tbe  hH» 
to  think  her  miftre&  guilty^.  Whtlc  Ibe  u  tt^u  tn&- 
ditating.  Frankly  comes,  dcGring  to  ^xaJc  wth  CU- 
^odx  ;  being  informed  that  fhe  las  \e&.  the  hoi^* 
with  warm  pcrfuafioii,  and  a  gqiden  bribe,  Ihe  pf»-. 
miles  to  delivir  a  letter  to  her. 

Scrii^Und,  alarmed  by  bearing  a  knock*'at  die 
dow,  and  a  men's  voice,  lifterw.  tWhco  Frankty 
goes  offt  be  iteals  behind  LucettiS  and  {hatches  tbe 
cpiftle  out  oi  her  hand  %  r£ads  it,  and  fioding  ^o 
•pology  for  an  unfeaTonable  vifit^  hetoncludesit 
tobe  from  die  owner  o£  the  hat  ca  hb  wifet  'in^ 
mentkui  of  a  companion  at  Bath,  he  fuppolef  Ca- 
nada to  be  an  accci&ry.  His  jealous  ideas  dius 
eonfirmed,  he  ftornis  at  Lucctta,  who  dcfitw  bita  «> 
look  at  the  cover  of  tbe  letter,  a  pwtt  hi?  iipp»' 
nence  had  n^kfted. 

'Bf  this  he  finds  that  it  is  direSed  to  CUripda  r 
tfie  maid,  ju£tIy:reproving  his  foUy,  he  cooclodn 
that  they  are  all  dfrnfedcrates,  that  his  wife  is  id' 
.tlifputably  guilty,  And  that  in  confequenw  thcKof,* 
»  pofitive  reparation  mu(b  take  place. 

Clarinda  next  appears,  croOingthe  Aagt  m9<{hi$-V, 
and  goes  into  a  lodging  houfe :  Ranger  purjEues  -her, 
and,  by  biibtng  -the  chairman,  gains  free  acce^ 
Tbe  luly  difcovers  who  he  is,  and  ifks  for  a  maQt»  . 
under  which  Ihc  rcfolvcs  to,  try- her  mad-cap  coidin. 
a  Upon 
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Upon  ha  approach,  he  fuppoies  her  to  be  a  lady  of 
tatf  virtue,  and  as  fuch,  though  with  delicacy* 
Buitcs  lA  attack  in  very  flattering  terms,  till  being 
wrought  up  to  a  particular  degree  of  rapture,  lbs 
dilcloles  her  face,  and  throws  hiin  into  a  laughabla 
coafufion  ;  however,  he  turns  it  off  with  agreeable 
address,  profcHing  a  koowli.*dge  of  her,  though  dif- 
guiled. 

In  their  converfatton  jacintha  is  RKntioned,  and 
Clsrin^  fpeaks  of  the  hat  drt^)ped  in  Mrs.  Strift- 
land's  chamber  t  this  leads  to  a  difcovery  which 
Raider  araib  himf«lf  of,  that  his  coufin  it  Frankly** 
mtftrels.  After  receiving  fn»n  hera  kind  of  cate- 
cheticri  admonitiont  by  way  of  rctaliauon,  he  a- 
lanAs  her  wiik  a  fidittous  incident  of  Frankly** 
being  wounded. 

Here,  by  Shewing  ^pable  concern  for  her  lover, 
(he  convioKS  Ranger  of  lier  regard,  and  he  teizes 
her  pretty  handfomely  ;  however,  Ihe  at  laft  gets 
M  of  himi  vid  then  detenntnes  up^n  enquiring  fur- 
ther into  the  truth  of  fo  interefting  a  circumftance; 

At  the  beginning  of  the  l!ifth  adt,  we  lee  Strickland 
at  one  did  of  a  table  writing,  and  his  wife  at  die 
other  end  weeping  i  the  purport  of  his  letter  u  to 
acquaint  Mrs.  StrifUand's  brother  in  the  country 
what  a  fificr  he  is  like  to  receive »  the  thoughts  of 
being  fo  criminated  aEk&.  her  deeply.  Hearing  two 
•  loft  taps  at  the  door,  her  fufpicious  hufband  Itarts^ 
and  thtnkj  to  mdce  fome  difcovcry  againft  hef  t 
upon  opening  the  door,  he  fees  Tcfter,  and  enraged 
at  ins  difappointment,  ftrikes  the  undeflgning  fun* 
^tm,  who,  by  way  of  vindication,  declares,  that 
his  millrefs  had  ordered  him  never  to  comeinwtdi- 
cut  knocking  ;  this  is  confidered  as  a  frefli  corrobo- 
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ration  of  guilt.  Upon  reading  a  kttcr  trom  Bel- 
lamy and  his  brido  Jactntha,  he  determines  upcm 
going  to  Jack  Meggot's,  where  an  ecclair^ifTemcnt 
is  prcnnilbd,  though  he  fuppofes  all  the  parties  com- 
luned  to  deceive  him. 

Soon  after  he  goes  off,  Lucetta  cotnes  on,  and 
acquaints  Mrs.  Srridland,  that  Mrs.  Bellamy  dcfires 
her  appearance  alio  at  Mr.  Meggot's,  particularly 
as  the  young  gentleman,  Ranger,  'ffho  was  ib  ua- 
cxpededly  in  her  room  die  night  before,  is  jo  be  at 
the  genera!  rendezvous.  We  next  ihect  Frankly, 
Rai^r,  ^Uainy  and  Jacintha«  the  former  bdng 
informed  that  Clarinda  is  not  only  a  lady  of  fortune 
and  Ranger's  coufin,  but  chat  ihe  loves  him,  cx- 
prefles  warm  fatisfa&ion.  In  a  Ihor*  time  the  lady 
appears  ;  not  feeing  Frankly,  her  fears  of  his  being 
wounded  increafe  ;  a  conceRi  which'  the  cannot 
hide  is  pleafantly  rallied  by  the  other  «h^a^3ers : 
at  length  the  men  retire. 

When  the  women  are  alone,  Jacintha,  wit^  nmcfl 
formality  of  countenance  and  phrafe,  plays  upon 
her  friend's  feelings,  but  immediately  relieves  them, 
by  declaring,  that  her  gallant  has  no  wounds  but 
thafe  of  love ;  fiie  then  calls  Mr.  Frankly  from  his 
concealment,  and  leaves  the  enamoured  pair  to  an 
ncplanaiion  of  their  own  concerns. 

in  a  fhorc  tcte-a-tete,  the  lover  makes  clofe  ap- 
proaches, while  the  lady  fhews  a  delicate,  but  not  < 
an  unkind  refiftance.  When  they  are  both  puzzled 
what  to  fay.  Ranger  appears,  and  laughingly  points 
out  the  aukwardncfs  oS  fpeechlefs  love :  he  then 
comes  to  the  decifive  point  of  fettling  matters  j  at 
4M1CC  aflis  his  coufin  if  ftic  has  not  given  confirm  «» 
jnakc  her  lover  happy,  which  queftiqn  not  bdng 
I    ,  .  anfwercd 
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wafaged  fatls&donty,  be  meritkms  the  kecer  |ii. 
Stxit^land  bad  intercepted,  abd  goes  oflT  to  bn^ 
pro^t^what  be  a6erts. 

Wbat  lu  is  gone.  Frankly  GonfcAes  having  g^vcR 
fudh  a  Itoer  to  Lucetu :  matter)  now  cake  a  wrf 
tendor  tuni,  when  thejr  are  a^a  intemipced  \yf  the 
CBtiance  of  Ranger,  Stridland,  Bellamy,  J'acifltHl^ 
■nd  Juk  Nbggot.  Mr.  Striftknd  being  piXMhifed 
hinahiaixi  in  ttie  afiair  of  the  letter,  feems  difpc^ 
to  enttrcain  a  more  favoarabld  turn  of  mind^  Cht 
nnds,  beii%  pcrfiiaded  that  Mrs.  Scridlaod's  Aiturs 
li^iuilc&,.in  agrea^iDeafure^  depends  on  Jicr  agree*. 
ing  poFrahkiy'^  fbiidtations,  acquiefcea.  Striftland 
ieeing  her  with  the. very  petfon  whoTe  letter  he  haid 
flSDpped^  jeemsita  apprehend  his  folly  ;  and,  upoa 
Frankly*9  opcufy  declaring  the  matter,  confefles  hit 

Ranger  here  takes  a  pleaCmt  advvitagc  of  the 
ftatr  of  things  to  haftett  Ciaiihda's  marriage,  by 
tettbg  ScriCthipd  not  to  thift  their  declaration,  un» 
IdscoDfimtcdby  a  pofitiye  match  ;  this  being  in^' 
fiftnd  on,  the  point  is  fettled  agree^fy  to  all  parties. 
Sedng  Mrs.  Stri&land  approach,  Ranger,  conTcious 
itf  hisvwn  cenfurabk  indifcretion,  takes  alarm  :  the 
ibjiricd  wi&,  perceiving  Iwr  occaTional  gallanc* 
points  hjm  out  to  Siridland,  as  the  perfon  who  was 
iirh^  chamber  the  night  before  ■,  to  prevent  ferious 
/efentnsnt  he  recapitulates  his  adventure,  and  in 
the  rehnion  gives  Stri£UiQid  a  Icrere  reproof  for  his 
jaabnly. 

Sindii^  Conrii^ion-flafh  t^x)h  him  from  all  Gdesj 
the  reformed'  hofoand  encounters  his  jcaloufy,  and 
ifc"  recMftiled  to  his  wiie  with  tears  of  joy.  JA 
nutters  being  thus  agreeably  difpo&d.  Ranger  cem-* 

y»itIL  Yy  dudes 
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abides  the  piece  with  a  fenfible  coniplitneat  to  nu- 
tmnony,  when  attended  with  fcnfe  and  virhie. 

No  play  has  appeared  with  greater  cdat  for  ntanj 
years  than  the  Suspicious  Husband  did  at  its  &ift 
appearance,  nor  is  any  comedy  more  likdy  to'livc 
from  an  uncommon  vivacity  of  dialogue,  variety  and 
plealantry  of  inddents.  There  are  ibme  tniprbt»> 
bilicies  in  the  plot,  which  occur  in  the  third  a^  but 
they  are  rather  plcafit^  than  oSenlive,  and  the  de- 
fign  b  entertaining,  thciugh  trifling. 

Wit  there  is  none  and  very  little  fentiment,'  yet  oar 
cure  need  not  be  aOaamed  of  our  author's  ddinea- 
tion,  who  has  neither  heightened  her  charms,  dot 
caricatured  her  defe£b. 

The  denouement  is  moft  fadsfa&orily  wrau^;Iu 
up}  the  circumftances  are  fpiricedly  andconyidive- 
ly  explained  ;  as  to  the  chara^rs,  let  them  fpeak 
for  themfelves. 

Striftiand,  who  b  confefledly  drawn  from  Jork- 
son's  Kitely,  wants  much  of  that  nervous  beaittf 
which  appears  in  the  original,  yet  is  not  without 
merit;  hb  jealoufy  b  well  defcribcd,  and  his  fifiia- 
tions  properly  imagined  ;  hb  reformation  b  btuii^^ 
about  by  very  powerful  perfualive;  and,  at  the 
cataftrophc,  we  have  ^at  reafon  to  believe  lie  b 
cured  of  hb  folly. 

To  perform  this  part  requires  judgment  and  «- 
preflion  ;  it  has  never  beoi  better  done  than  fa^. 
Mr.  Bridgewatsr.  Mr.  Sparks,  notwithftandi^ 
'  we  only  place  him  fecond,  buflJed  through  the  jea- 
lou'ly  very  well  ;  his  fault  was  aiming  at  more  than 
is  necefiary.  Mr.  Berry,  and  the  prcfcric  poficSbr, 
Mr.  Love:,  gt»  to  the  other  extreme,  a'  m^  draw* 
fing  infipidity.  . 

"'Ranger 
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Ranger  is  a  very  pleafant  and  plaUfiUe  rake,  vho 
commits  many  capable  a^ons,  but  without  any^ 
lundaniencal,  ill  defign ;  his  clambering  into  a  gen-. 
tlcDian's  houfe  at  midnight,  is  a  very  indifcrcet  joke  \ 
but  to  ballance  his  foibles,  be  feems  to  have  friend-' 
fliip,  gcnetofity  and  honour,  at  tbcbottom. 

Mr.  Garrick  was  his  faithful,  excdlent  repre- 
feotative  %  the  volatile  humour  of  the  incdnfid^rste 
Mtnplar, was  admirably  defcribed-by  thismoft  mcta*' 
mot^dable  nSbot ;  infemuch,  that  wewell  remember, 
fcveril  y«ung  feUows,  who,  having  more  fpirit  thaw 
Jenle,  attempted,  to  imitate  his  Ranger  in reallife,  for 
which  both  their  bones  and  pockets  fuferedfmartly.- 
-  t)oftor  Hoadly's  jokes  would  not  do  retailed 
in  foch  a  manner ;  we  laugh  at  tranfaftions  iipoh 
die  ft^e,  which  would  be  verydifpleafing  at  home. 
Mr.  Lee  had  undoubted  merit  in  Ranger,  but 
wapted  that  voluble  Ipirit  which  places  Mr.  King, 
in  our  opinion,  next  to  Mr.  Garrick,  and  not  far 
bdiind  him.  Mr.  Dyer  has  made  ieveral  inade- 
quate efforts,  but  for  a  Lond6n  theatre  has  always 
appeared  more  like  the  {ketch  of  a  chara&er  than  a 
KsX  one.  Would  you,  kind  reader,  believe  fo  grofs 
am  improbability,  as  that  Mr.  Sheridan,  not  hav- 
ing the  fear  of  murder  before  his  eyes,  Ifaould,  with 
more  than  favage  barbarity,  mutilate  poor  Ranger  ? 
yet,  true  it  is  :  upon  this  occafioo,  as  well  as  many 
tKhers,  we  were  induced  to  wilh,  that,  as  an  aElor^ 
lie  had  ftudied  that  excellent  admonition,  know 
TRvszLP  \  a  maxim  <^mte^  ellential  to  public  ai 
private  lifef,  yet  as  Utde  attended  to  in  th«  former 
u  the  latter. 

Frankly.  !s  a  gay  young-fellow,- fufccptible  of  the; 

tender  paOioas  \  though  he  cannot  obtain  fuch  ap- 

yy2  pla^e 
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plaice  and  Men^on  n  Ranger,  he  u  ncyeithe|di 
more  icTpe^l^Ue  9s  a  man  i  he  )ovc$  oae  oI^o^mkI 
pudu^  her  o^y-  His  fituatu^  tbough  ooc  vorf 
critjcai*  jut  yet  ^eU  dirpofed  »  aii4  though  be  caa 
Ofyer  944  much  ^i  ^  pFrfbriwr's  t;pija^t»,  ytf,  if 
there  arc  adequate  ^bilUiet,  be  wou  iojurf  th^ 

.  Mr.  RvAH  was  1^  grft  icpnfeptj^vp  m:  mn^ 
\eSt  of  ithUchant^cr,  8^  hiul  ^ffHii^a^  Qan 
of  fpr^i^df  ea^  i  but  agffiipd  %uric  ^wre  both  •> 
gainft  hiqif.  Mr.  Haya*?  y«  gwSPPl  Nt  »«»■ 
qd  tife,  Di4f .  PalH¥1l  h»A  Hi^tm  ^fim*  pot  wm 
l^er  coxcomical.  A»  W  B^.  J^pfwwh,  hb 
i^k  ch|C  pare  above  his  cut. 

,  Bellapjris^ipberirvgHUi'gilUitti  tiidwtUpk 

iM^y  bp<^y  *^<  Ji>c^  MfSKPt  WW  inpft  ha{^7  wiA 
Mr,  WpQpwARp^  and  M  no  mannor  Q^  ri^JN  M 
conapkifl  of  Mr-  Pppp*  Mr.  Vau(vi4h<i  bm^ 
.  X^iff  cjuujot  be  mcn4ccj- 
.  ^Iff  ^aiapd  if  ap  i^eeaUe  piftupe  rfwiata 
^riie  Ihp^ld  bp,  only  ne  \hiak  Her  |)«tieji(-p  and  con* 
defcenTion  are  $:arricd  rather  toq  far :  there  U  a 
i^unmendable  d^ree  of  pU^ncy  in  domcftic  dift 
puces,  )vhich  oftep  prrifnts  ei^tr^Qfii ;  but*  ia 
this  chara^r,  there  is  »  ^a(\it^]p  (aioeneii. 

Mre.  Evi'Ti  ^ho  hi^}  a  pecuitap  grQ<;e  and  h$pr 
pindk  in  ma^Eing  chVii^cra  confpipuPvs,  whicb 
fcarce  any  father  aftre^i  covld  gain  attention  tQt  fupr 
ported  the  t^H  of  pUying  this  pvt*  for  fuch  k 
really  is,  with  pic»0|ig  ^ity.  hfn.  PaihUi 
dwugh  Dpf  ^ual  t9  h«r  prtdef:eQ()r,  wv  Otiemetf 
amiable  in  this  gentle  vife  ;  and  we  an  not  at  idl 
di^feaied  tQ  «pd  her  in  pofleiSw  (tf  Mn.  W. 

i,  .  darinda 
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Ifu;^  ^ind  of  ^Hrffis>  and  >  %te  djifh  #  ;l9«  cftt 
quotf  t:  r<»  c^ljte  pf  f  ^e»^  finceip  faf&M, 
vit^ouc  a^  ttiviffi(;7  fp  in^}rudcot  ;W^ioiu.  SbR 
bkes  it^  jaji^y,  .^  ^av  a  ^\ta£m^  <H?w  of  iqcprfl^Qiv 
^ut  neyj^r  facriil^ce$  4cHc»;f  at  jtjie  Hir}fK  of.  licc^^ 

Inu  ftiff«ted  f>cr  tpo  mu^  ^i^^^  :a^<£tatioH,  botij; 
M  dqipR^iMQt  Kfc^  flc^liv^,  (^  a^  l^y,  Mf«., 
Fritchard,  by  equalling  her  exceJl^Hce,  3n4»- 
voiding  her  faults,  took  the  lead  conllderably } 
there  was  a  freedom  and  fire  of  cxpreSion  in  her 
performance,  that  we  have  never  feen  rurpalTed. 
Mils  Haughton  was  by  no  means  unentertaining, 
yet  far  below  either  of  tWe  ladies  *,  and  Mifs  Pope, 
at  prefcnt  in  a  ftate  of  comparifon,  makes  but  a 
very  moderate  fhift. 

jaciatha,  in  the  circumftancc  of  her  elopement, 
Ihews  more  of  a  ron;uiK^,  adventurous  diTpofition, 
'  than  prudence ;  however,  the  has  ardent  love  on 
one  (ide,  and  confinement  on  the  other,  to  plead  her 
aecufc  i  and  the  molt  rigid  obferver  mult  be  pleafed 
that  flic  eEFcds  her  efcapc.  When  Mrs.  Wil- 
lOUGHBY  played  this  part,  feme  years  finer,  ihe  gave 
US  great  pieafure,  though  an  adtrefs  little  known, 
and  by  few  now  mnembered  i  by  giving  her  the  pre- 
j«raice,  we  dont  mean  to  deprive  Mrs.  Jeffsries 
of  the  praife  (he  defervcs. 

Luceita  is  a  fhort,  unimportant  chambermaid, 
yet'  wcU  drawn,  and  ulcful  to  the  play  }  Mrs. 
Green  made  every  line  of  her  tell  i  but,  for  Mrs. 
L0V8— oh  I  oh  I  oh  ! 

We 
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We  »«  fony,  afbr  a  Icricnis,  candid  «nquiiy,  into 
die  nature  and  ondoicy  of  dm  play,  to  condonn 
£>  agreeable  a  i»ece  of  entertunmetiL  It  is  moft 
certainly  calculaKd  to  exhikrate,  but  will  tt  mend 
the  heart  ?  we  fear  not.  Will  it  r^  ncuttr,  and 
leave  the  fufccptiblc  mind  no  worfe  than  it  finds  it  ? 
we  are  apprehenfive,  no.  Ranger  is  certainly  a 
gilded  bait  of  vice,  for  youth,  and  vanity  to  fiiap 
at-,  and  all  his  tranfaftions  tendatleaftto  inSaia^ 
if  not  to  taiot  the  imi^^nadon.  On  die  fiage  it  is 
foil  of  vivacity  and  lau^ter  ;  in  the  cl<^  fiimzy 
and  uniaflru&ive. 


King 
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King  HEN  R  Y  die  Fifth. 

.    Aa  Hiftorical  Tragedy:  Shakzspzakx.' 

VV  E  have  fome  where  obferved,  in  relpeft  of 
our  author,  that  he  not  only  fuccdsfully  availed 
'  himlelf  erf*  hiftorical  fut^efts  in  general,  but,  with 
pecuUar  addrefs,  turned  to  advantage,  many  re- 
tnarkabte  characters  and  tran&ftions  of  hb  own  , 
country ;  which  from  a  very  natural- and  commend- 
able partiality  to  our  native  Ibil,  prove  particularly 
interefting  to  Britilh  audiences. 

The  poet's  idea  of  that  unexpeftedly  great  mo- 
narch the  fifth  Henry,  may  be  collected  from  his 
prologue  to  this  play  -,  which,  not  only  for  the  ef- 
fential  conneftiori,  but  its  fublimity,  fhould  always 
be  fpoken  i  it  is  a  "noble  apology  for  the  grofs  tref- 
paiflcs  upon  time  and  place,  which  fo  often  occur  to 
fhock  nice  and  ri^d  critlcifm. 

Ely  and  the'.Archbiftiop  of  Canterbury  open 
this  play,  like  true  churchmen  who  love  to  hold 
foft  temporalities,  they  confult  how  to  -ward  off  a 
parliamentary  attack  upon  a  confiderable  part  of 
their  pofleffions ;  they  feem  happy  in  having  the 
king  of  their  fide,  of  whofc  reformation,  from  the 
difgraceful  follies  of  his  youth,  they  give  a  very  fa- 
vourable account ;  the  royal  favour  Teems  to  have 
been  purchafed  by  a  politic  propofal  of  Canterbu- 
ry's, to  furnilh  the  king  with  a  larger  voluntary 
contribution  than  ever  had  been  given  by  the  cler^ 
gy,  to  his  predtccffors. 

In 
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In  the  fccond  feeoe  we  meet  King  Henry,  fur' 
rounded  hy  levcra!  noialfmeB  \-  upoe  the  AFchbi- 
iho^  etRi^nc^,  hU  ihajdty  dfks'  his  opinion,  rela- 
dve  to  the  fklique  law  of  France  \  whether  it  ihould 
or  flioukl  not  afieft  the  EngUfli  claims  upon  due 
kingdom  i  this  *proI>ofitSbn  Canterbuiy  anfWen 
with  nice  political  di£tin£UoDs,  and  decides  in  £a>- 
votirof  England. 

How  the  authw  could  fuppoic  any  a&or  could 
gaia  utennoa  through  fo  lon^  laboiiouB  zad  in* 
tricate  a  Ipeech,  we  know  not :  the'  prdate  ftrong* 
If  urging  war,  is  backed  by  the  other  nobles,  if  hen 
HAiry  ukes  occafion  to  utter  his  apprehen&u  that 
the  Scots  may  take  a  dangerous  advamagpof  fo. 
reign  hoftilides ;  this  point  is  overuled'by  his  coua> 
fcUors,  upon  which  the  king  Kdcrs  the  ambaOador 
of  France  to  be  called  in.  • 

During  his  audience,  wc  perceive  the  Freoch- 
aan  to  be  very  peit,  particularly  in  his  mention  of 
the  ton  of  tennis  b^ls^  fent  by  the  Dauphin  as  aa 
ironical  equivalent  for  the  terriiorits  clainxd  t^ 
England-,  the  monarch's  reply  is  pr^ant  with 
truly  Eoyal'lplrit,  and  beoooiingfy  denounces  the 
chaililement  oi  France  for  fuch.  prcfumtuoua  infiy< 
Imce }  the  An^ii^Iador  being,  dilhiifled,  Henryi 
tii;ge3  ^leedy,  vigorous  preparation  foe  the  e:q>edid- 
on ;  dcclaringthathewiU  return  theD«iq>hin*ftcaav- 
plimeni  at  his  father's  door. 

In  thcfuccceding  fcene,  we  Bnd  a  ftrange tianfi* 
'  tion  of  charaders  t  ^rom  the  highcft  mis.  in  lifo^ 
we  are  innnediately  peeped  amidft  the  fcum  of  thai 
earth,  Nim  and  Bardolph  \  we  find,  thar  the  for- 
mer has  had  foroe  quairel  with  Ancient  PiAol*: 
which  the  latter  wants  to  make  up  bitweeo  them. 
Tbcy 
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rhey  are  foon  jottied  by  the  fwaggering  blade  and 
Hoftefs  Quicjtljr ;  the  quarrel  is  renewed,  and  % 
coDvcrfation  in  the  flalh  ftile  enlues. 

It  is  painfiil  to  think  that  fuch  low,  umnCelligible 
jargon,  fhould  have  been  obtruded  upon  a  lerious 
piece.  The  Hoftels  gives  them  an  intimation, 
that  their  old  leader,  Sir  John  Falftaff,  is  at  the 
point  of  death,  and  defires  them  to  vifit  him. 

At  the  banning  of  the  fecond  aft  we  meet  a" 
chorus,  which  never  ihould  be  omitKd  ^  the  tale 
of  connexion  is  fine,  and  exprefled  with  nervous 
el^ance.  Exeter,  Bedford  and  Weftmoreland, 
come  forward,  mentioning  fome  traitors  who  have 
been  difcovered:  The  king,  upon  his  entrance,  ad- 
dreffes  himfclf  to  the  culpjics,  in  very  gende  terms* 
-dcfiring  their  opinion  concerning  the  expedition : 
from  this  he  leads  them  on  to  warm  profefHons  (^ 
loyalty  ;  at  length,  giving  each  a  paper,  they  per- 
ceive their  deicftion,  and  cannot  conceal  thrir  coti- 
fulion  ;  but  inftaitancoufly  acknowledge  their 
guilt,  and  fue  for  mercy,  which  the  king,  upon  their 
■  own  principles,  very  juftly  refiifes ;  for  having  ibmc 
fpeechcs  before  propofed  pardoning  a.  man,  who, 
in  heat  of  liquor,  had  fpoken  dtixelpeftfuUy  of  his 
majefty,  thefe  confcious  villains  expreffed  difappro- 
bation  of  fuch  f  oyal  lenity. 

After  recapitulating  in  a  mafterly,  but  rather  too 
minute  a  manner,  their  ingratitude  and  treachc" 
he  delivers  them  over  to  the  courfe  of  law,  and, 
with  great  humanity,  prays  for  their  acquittal. 
They  are  formally  arrcfted  by  Exeter,  and  be- 
have with  becoming  contrition  :  they  are  borne  to 
their  fate,  and  Henry  goes  off  with  a  fpirited  refo- 
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lutlon  of  ieadng  himlelf  on  the  thnme  of  Fnncc,  or 
felling  in  the  bold  atxempt. 

In  the  next  fcene  we  are  placed  aaumgft  the  raga* 
muffins*  froiB  whom  we  leam,  that  Falftaff  is  no 
more :  the  Hoftd&'s  defcription  of  his  final  exit  is 
mafterly  -,  and,  «e  doubt  not,  all  lovers  of  the 
&t  knight,  feci,  at  this  paflage,fome  Rgret  for  the 
lofs  of  -hiEn.  Wc  are  Incliocd  to  wifli  that  all  his 
followers,  who  co;^  only  be  fuf^^c  through 
tiwir  connciHOn  with  him,  had  tripped  off  the  flage 
of  life  alio  I  but,  as  the  author  has  cbo&n  Goretaia 
th«iH  we  nnuft  compound  for  their  company,-  how- 
<ver  irkfome  i  efpeciallf  as  they  foUpw  the  king  to 
France. 

The  grand'  monarch  and  bis  Ton,  the  Dauphin, 
next  appear,  conferring  with  the  Duke  of  Burgrun- 
^  and  Conftabk,  concerning  the  EngOHi  invafion. 
Henry's  charader  is  lightly  Jxcated  by  the  rolaole 
Dauphin,  whole  a^uooon  is  contKuiened  hj  the 
peers  -,  tiad  even  the  French  king  feems  to  think 
him  focmidable,  as  having  fprung  from  that  vii3x>- 
nous  ft»ck  which  ihook  the  power  of  France,  at 
the  memorable,  fatalbattle  of  CEefTy.  A  mcflcngp- 
^mnouncing  the  approach  of  amba&adors  from  Elng- 
latvj.  they  are  admitted  to  an  imnKdiate  audience. 

Exeter,  on  the  part  of  his  royal  mailer,  plaiuly 
asddire&ly  urges  arentuiciation  of  cheFrench.crown^ 
tn  favour  of  Henry,  under  claim  of  his  illulbious 
anceftor,  Edward  the  Third ;  denouncii^  warlike 
compulfion  in  cafe  of  refulal.  The  Dauphin  afk- 
ing  what  reply  the  Englifli  monarch,  has  fent  to  his 
mefluge,  receives  threats  of  cha^iement..  The 
French  king^  though  fa  roughly  attacked,  tamely 
piomifes 
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-proinirea  an  anfwer  on  the  following  d^  j  ahd  tbtA 
■with  the  confawnce,  ends  the  ftcond  a&. 

Here  agiin  ire  meet  with  a  very  elfential,  becaufe 
ex[Janatoiy  and  coimcdive  chorus  ;  after  which 
King  Henry  appears  befoit  the  gates  <rf  Harfieur, 
where  he  has  begun  ht^ilitin  i  tV  propofals  from 
France  not  being  equal  to  his  vaft  ideas.  His  ad- 
drefs  to  the  alTailants  is  truly  hcroic>  and  worthy  a 
royal  chftrailer,  roufed  to  vindiftive  meafurcs.  He 
leads  them  on  to  the  aflaak  widi  becoming  dignity 
and  refolution. 

Here  a  fcene  foHows,  which  u.  a  ftrange  and  tri- 
fling introfion  upon  the  ferious  circumftanccs  df 
affairs.  Three  captains,  Scotch,  WeHh  and  Irifli, 
are  introduced  ;  the  two  laft  enter  irtto  a  difpute  of 
fbme  humour,  though  a  very  un&albnable  one,  coA- 
ceming  difcipHne.  Hearing  s  parley  founded,  they 
go  off,  and  Henry  appears  i^in  before  the  gates  ; 
:  declarii^,  that  he  will  no  longerbetrifledwith,by  the 
governor  o^  Harfltui-,  but,  on  reftifal  ef  furrendel*, 
wiH  Sacrifice  the  town  (b  his  jufl:  refratmtfrtt. 

The  govertior,  defpairing  trf"  fuccour,  yields,  and 
the  viftorious   monarch  enters  his  new  conqueft. 

Catherine,  a  French  princefs  rf  France,  is  next ' 
introtluced,  endeavouring  to  learn  fomc  Englifti 
■  words  i  fure  there  never  was  a  more  trifling  and  fu- 
perfiuous  .fcene  written.  The  Frwich  king,  with 
his  fbn,  and  Several  nobles,  are  how  broi^hc  for- 
ward, dcTcanting  on  the  Englilh  fpirit.  Touched 
with  Ihanie  at  die  unchecked  approaches  of  fo 
daring  a  foe,  the  monarch  gives  orders  for  a  fudden 
and'vigorous  oppofidon. 

We  next  meet  Gower,  an  officer,  and  the  Wellli 

captain,  Fluellin  j  who  remarks,  that  a  pcrfon  of 

litUc  note.  Ancient  Piftol,  has  fliewcd  himfclf  a  man 
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of  fpirit :  the  Ancient  immediacely  appears,  and 
folicils  the  Welftiman's  intcrpofiuoij  to  fave  Bar- 
dolph,  who  has  committed  a  robbery.  The  Cambo- 
briton  difdains  fuch  an  office,  and  declares,  be 
*ould  not,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  feck  favour  for  a  brother. 
This  irritates  Piftol,  who  goes  off  in  a  violent  Hiff. 
.  Gowcr  explains  his  charafter  to  Fluelhn,  who,  it 
appears,  had  no  proof  of  his  bravery,  but  his  own 
boafting.  Upon  this  difcovery,  and  his  contemp- 
tuous words,  the  Wellhman  determines  to  watch  an 
opportunity  of  putting  him  to  the  tefl:.  Here  Hen- 
ry enters,  and  is  addreffid  by  the  capuin,  with  fome 
compliments  upon  the  Duke  of  Exeter's  martial 
abilities.  Upon  his  mentioning  Bardolph's  fima- 
tion,  the  king  properly  declares,  that  fuch  perfons 
arc  fit  objedts  of  putllhmcnt ;  and  declares  againft 
all  exercife  of  cruelty  and  rapine,  though  in  an  ene- 
my's country. 

Mountjoy,  as  ambaffador  from  the  French  kin'^ 
enters,  and,,  in  an  addrefs  of  confiderable  fpirit,  de- 
livers his  mafter's  defiance.  Henry  mentions  the 
diftrefled,  fickly  ftatc  of  his  Irmy  j  yet,  with  an 
exalted  refolution,  declares  his  purpofe  to  advance 
'  to  Calais,  and  his  determination,  if  oppofed,  to  fight 
his  way. 

We  do  not  approve  the  national  refieftions  thrown 
out  by  the  king  in  this  fcene ;  they  are  uncha- 
ra<5teri(tic,  both  as  to  Ms  undcrftanding  and  ftation;  ' 
the  fum  total  of  this  audience  is,  that  he  will  neither 
'  fcek  nor  fhun  a  battle.  It  appears,  that  the  Englilh 
monarch  is  reduced  to  a  very  tickUfli  and  perilous 
fituatbn,  which  however  no  way  appalls  his  mighty 
heart. 

The 
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The  Dauphin,  and  perfs  of  France,  next  exhibit 
themfelvcs  ;  between  whom  a  moll  trifling  conver- 
fation,  upon  the  merit  of  horfes,  ?nfues.  When  the 
prince  goes  off,  his  charafter  is  freely  and  flightly- 
handled  by  one  of  the  lords.  In  the  latter  part' of 
this  fccne,  being  infor^jied  that  Henry  is  within 
fifteen  hundred  paces  of  the  French  camp,  the 
fprightly  and  confident  monfieurs  divert  themfelvcs 
at  the  expence  of  the  Engli/h,  whom  they  fecm  to 
confider  as  an  eafy  prey,  arid  go  off  to  prepare  for 
certain  viftory. 

Well  met  ^ain,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 
aft,  honeft  chorus.  Some  part  of  this  addrefs  to  ^ 
the  audience,  as  well  as  other  paff^;es  in  the  play, 
'  CiECER  has  tranfplanted  into  his  Richard  thk 
Third..  A  moft  pitiable  piiawre  is  drawn  of  Hen- 
ry's fiiuatipn,  yet  the  author  ties  taken  particular 
care  to  fuftain  the  dignity  of  his  charadter  ^  this 
painting  is  very  political,  as  his  future,  wonderful 
vidory,  is  thereby  thrown  into  a  more  confpicuous 
and  advantageous  light. 

His  defcrtption  df  the  -king  is  (o  mafterly  and  a-^ 
mtable,  that  we  cannot  avoid  prclenting  our  readers 
with  a  part  of  it.  • 

— forth  he  goes  and  vjfits  all  the  hofi  ; 
Bids  them  good-morrow  with  a  modefl  Tmile, 
And  calls  them  brothers,  friends  and  countrymcR; 
Upon  his  royal  face  there  is  no  note 
How  dread  an  army  has  furrounded  him ; 
Kor  doth  he  dedicate  one  jot  of  colour. 
Unto  the  weary  and  all-watch'd  night : 
Butfrefhly  looks,  and  overbears  attaint 
With  chcarful  remblance  and  fweet  ciajeRy  j 
That  every  wretch,  pining  and  pale  before. 
Beholding  him,  plucks  comfoit  from  his  looks. 

2  Afm 
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After  this  very  favourable  imprefiion  is  ftruck 
by  the  chorus,  Henry  appears,  remarking,  with  fuit- 
able  compofure,  to  Bedford  and  Glouccftcr,  the 
tlanger  they  arc  in.  Upon  the  entrance  of  an  aged 
knight.  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham,  the  king  good 
na^uredly  obfervcs,  that  the  foft  pillow  of  peace  is 
inore  adapted  to  his  enfeebled  age,  than  war's  flinty 
couch ;  however,  the  fpiritcd  baronet  rciums  a  brief 
and  pithy  anfwer. 

Henry  takes  a  fliort  leave  of  them,  as  wilhingto , 
confult  his  own  heart,  previous  to  the  impending 
conflid.  When  the  peers  have  left  him,  the  king, 
wrapped  up  in  Sir  Thomas  Erpingham's  cloak,  is 
accofted  by  Piftol,  who,  in  his  pompous  cant,  pays 
Henry  fome  compliments  j  but  denounces  heavy 
threats  againft  FluJllin,  which  the  king  banters 
plcafantly.  * 

After  Piftol  goes  off,  Gower  and  Fluellih  meet ; 
the  latter,  who  greatly  adiliiyes  the  Romans,  defcants 
w=,iTnly  on  militaly  decorum,  he  contends  hard  for 
filcncc  in  a  camp  ;  and,  Upon  being  told  that  the 
I'rencK  do  not  maintain  any  fuch  referre,  but  are 
loud,  very  fenfibly  obferves,  that  their  diffipatcd  and 
irr^ular  folly,  is  no  juft  ftandard  for  foldicrs,  who 
regard  reputation  and  fucccls  to  go"  by. 

Three  foldiers.  Bates,  Court  and  Willmms  enter ; 
the  latter  accofts  King  Henry,  demanding  whom  be 
ferves  under ;  he  is  anlwercd.  Sir  Thomas  Erping- 
ham. A  very  fignificant  GOnference  enfues, 
wherein  the  foldiers  exhibit  melancholy  ideas  of 
their  fituation ;  the  king  reafons  with  them,  and 
throws  their  danger  upon  the  neceffity  of  invaded 
honour.  Williams  aflerting,  that  a  king  whp  utgw 
war, . 
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war,  has  the  lives  and  Hmbs  of  Ids  fettow-CKatnrcg 
to  aofwer  for,  Henry  encers  into  a  veiy  cool*  candid 
and  raiCloHal  CKCulpacioB  of  royalty. 

There  is  conGderKble  inftrufbion,  cfpecUlly  &r 
mUIcukiis,  to  be  *coUc£led  from  this  fpeech :  aa 
obfervacion  that  Williams  makes,  occalions  the 
king  to  give  a  rebuke,  which  produces  a  challenge  ^ 
Williams  gives  a  glove,  and  Henry  prcjbntt  him  a- 
opther.  When  the  Ibldiers  difappeax,  his  majeflf 
ruminates  upon  what  has  pafTed,  and  julUy  conlt- 
dere  the  r^al  ftac,  as  a  fountain  of  ever  fpringmg 
cares.  Some  lines  he  ut^efrs  cui  thii  occaiion,  v^ 
iziuft  tranfcribc. 

AikI  whzrt  art  tbon,  thou  Uol  ceremony  ? 
Wbat  kind  of  God  ut  tl^ou  that  ruffifreft  mote 
Of  mortal  gticf  than  do  thy  wbr&jppen  ? 
What  are  thjrrents,  what  are  thf  comingt-in  i 
O  ceremony,  Qmw  me  but  thy  worth  ; 
What  is  diy  foul  of  adgialioii  I 
Art  thou  ought  elTc  but  place,  d^M  ju>^  fom  } 
Creafipg  aw9  andfnr  in  other  men  ? 
Wherein  thou  arOlefa  happy  being  feu'd* 
Than  they  in  fearing. 

What  drinks  thou  oft  inflead  of  homage  fweet 
But  potfon'd  flattery  ?  oh  be  lick,  great  gtcatncis. 
And  bid  thy  ceremony  give  thee  cure. 

The  whole  of  this  fpcerh  is  Ene,  but  our  fancif^ 
aHthor  has  run  it  to  a  length,  beycH>d  the  power  of 
any  a&or  to  fupport  \  it  nuifb,  in  ibme  places,  haitg 
heavy  on  e:^Fel£oD,  though  every  linepleafes  itk 
peruiah 

Being  informed  that  his  nobles  are  impatient  to 
Sec  him,  the  king  defircs  they  may  be  fommoned  to 

his 
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R.-'jihfiyn. 
}iis  tent  i  and,  after  a  very  pious  ejaculation,  though 
rathcrrelilhingof theproud  Samaritan^  who  confi- 
dently boaftcd  of  his  own  good  works,  he  goes  off  to 
nicct  them.  In  the  next  fcenc  we  hear  the  Dauphin, 
and  other  French  chiefs,  proudly  vaunting  their  iupe- 
rioriiy  over  the  drooping  Englilli ,;  they  haften  to  the 
field,  confident  of  fuccefs,  and  leave  the  ftage  for 
Henry  andhis  party.  There  is  an  Iricifm  in  this  line 
of  Weftmorland's,  but  one  ten  thoufandof  tbofe  mat 
in  England. 

The  royal  Briton,  though  confcious  of  the  fear- 
ful odds  againft  him,  addreflea  his  peers  with  heroic 
cheerfulnels  ;  and  when  Mountjoy  comes  with  in- 
iblent  propofal  of  a  ranfom,  the  gallant  monarch 
declares  they  Ihall  have  none  but  his  bones.  After 
this  fcene  the  armissjoin  in  battle:  while  wc  arc 
waiting  and  anxious  for  the  great  event,  our  author 
lias  unaccountably  brought  in  a  fcene  between 
Piftol  and  a  Frenchman,  he  has  taken  prifoner  j  the 
whole  of  which  is  contemptibly  farcical,  and  this 
paflage  very  reprehenfiblc,  "  Signieur  Dewe  ihould 
beagcntleman;"p!ayinguponfacred  terms,  though 
by  miftake,  is  no  way  allowable. 

After  this  Bariholomew-fi^ir  dialogue,  wc  leani 
from  the  Daiipliin  and  Conftabte,  that  the  viAory 
has  gone  agalnll  France  -,  however,  they  go  off  to 
make  a  final  effort.  Henry  enters,  when  a  pathetic 
account  is  given  of  York  and  Suffolk,  who  have 
fallen  in  the  battle :  heari.ig  a  frclh  alanii,  the 
Englilh  monarch  gives  an  order,  Ihocking  to  human 
nature,  however  juftified  by  nccelTicy  ;  that  is  to 
kill  all  the  priloners. 

While  thedeciCve  ftrokc  of  battle  is  giving,  \rc 

arc  entertained  with  Fluellin's  ludicrous  affimula- 

tionofKing  Henry  to  Alexander}  and  when  the 

monarch 
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m<HiaFch  coHies  (XV  the  lame '  hutftorous  captain 
laughably  ftieodoiu  hit  beiDg  a  WeUhmati.  Wil- 
liams, CO  whom  Henry,  in  di^i&,  gave  a  glove,  is 
brought  on  -,  being  queflioned  why  he  wears  that 
token 'of  a  challenge  in  his  hat,  he  afligns  the  rear 
ion  }  being  '&m  o£F  for  Gower,  his  obtain,  the 
king  gives  that  glove  he  received  from  Williaim  ta 
Flucllin,  tcUJag  hio),  he  took  it  from  Alanfon  iri'  the 
battle,  and  that  if  any  one  challenges  it,  he  muft  be 
a  friend  of  Alanfbn's }  Fluellin  recdves  it  with  par- 
ticular  latisfaftion.  ■ 

This  leems  a  boyilh,  unmeuang  drcumftance,  in 
the  king's  conduA*,  to  put  two  men  in  the  path  of 
quarrel;  and tbe^norment hchasdooe fo,  difpatches 
two  of  his  nobles  to  prevent  any  ferious  confe- 
qucnce.  Shakespzars  has  in  this  facrificed  the 
dignity  of  lv3  hiCFO  to  a  defire  of  enriching  Fluellin*s 
.  charafter  \  and  ftcwing  Henry's  liberality,  by  fill- 
ing the  glove  with  crowns  for  Williams. 

'  After  this  frivolous,  uneflential'  point  is  fettled,  a 
herald  recapitulaws  the  lofs  of  the  French,  which 
appears  to  be  prodi^ous- 1  efpeciallf  when  com- 
pared to  that  of  the  Englifh..  The  king,  as  a  man 
of  found  lenle.and  .religion,  mofl:  juftly  attribuKs 
the  miraculous  difference,  to  providential  influence 
in  his  favour.  The  fourth  ait  dofcs  with  Henry's 
order  to  embark  for  England. 
.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  ad;,  we  again  meet 
our  friendly  chorus,  who  gives  many  fubjeds  for 
tBiagination-to  work  upon  \  without  which  the 
piece  really  mal^os  a  very  disjoinixd  and  trreconci- 
Uable  figure.  The  choleric  Welfliman  is  prefentcd 
U  us  with  a  kek  in  his  hat ;  which,  according  to 
Voj,.  11,  A  a  a  his 
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liis  own  account,  ht  weu3  far  ftke  of  Ancient 
Fiftol,  who  had  flighting^  mentioiied  diat  nationa) 
ornament :  opportunely  his  antagonift  appears,  to 
whom  he  gives  terms  q€  provocation,  which  the  An- 
cient replies  to  by  a  frdh  infult  ^)on  leeks  }  this 
occafions  FhieUin  to  mSXt  tipon  PHftri's  eating  that 
he  has  in  his  hat.  So  fcvere  a  taflc  is  COTWcmptuoufly 
declined  «  firft,  bet  a  few  ftripes  ca^  the  boaft- 
ing  pohreon  to  comply,  ^ich  bowcver  he  does  widi 
7n^  founding  pralfc. 

The  kii^  J^  Et^land  and  France  are  next 
brought  to  a  frleadiy  Interview,  which  turns  upon 
the  (ufajeft  of  a  pscffic  affiAnce^  planned  and  ui^ed 
by  the  Duke  of  Btitgufldy  :  Henry  obferves,  thar 
the  terms  are  before  his  Gallic  nwjdty,  and  that  on 
his  anfwer  peace  depends.  The  French  monarch 
defites  tinnc  to  reconfider  m^en,  which  U  altewed, 
and  five  Engfifli  iKhlcs  arc  audwrized  to  Ictde  mat-' 
-  KTs  with  him. 
-  All  the  other  charaSers  bdng  gone>  a  very  infi- 
[nd,  aukwaid  feene  <^  counlbip  eiriiies,  between 
Henry  and  Catherine  a  fvincefs  of  France;  woid» 
are  played  upon  in  a  meft  chiMlfti  manner :  we  fee 
no  reaibn  wliy  Cadietme  Ibould  be  the  only  perfon 
in  the  French  court*  who  docs  not  fpcok  Englifh ; 
and  that  Henry,  though  the  French  knguage  wa» 
Cot  in  his  time  {6  faihionable  as  at  prefent,  'fttould 
be  ignorant  of  it  when  he  claimed  Ftamx  as  his  na- 
tural, lawful  inheritance.  Had  diefe  aUurdities  in 
cfaarafter  fervcd  any  ftrikiag  purpofe,  there  would 
bave  been  fome  degree  of  palHadcHi  (  but  the  whole 
..gmport  of  four  inftgnificant,  word-catchiog  pages,. 


Dg.l.zedt,,COOgIe 


The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR.     36} 

I'lvj  lit  Fifi6. 

b  to  acquaint  us  intii  die  mbiuuch's  defite  t«  make 
Citherine  fitsqucen. 

Aiter  this  interricw,  the  FecBch  king  cemes  on* 
and  all  amcles  bdng  agreed  upon,  particularly  the 
propofed  marriage,  the  play  coadudes.  We  fee  no 
ftafoA  for  innoducing  the  laft  choni8»  at  k  ii  no- 
thing but  a^ece  of  unneoeflary,  hiftoriod  inform*- 
tion. 

The  principal  tytaX.  of  this  tngedy,  rendets  ilie 
fut^c^  dear  tO  ereiy  Englilh  mind,  elle  we  cannot 
find  So  many  ffalning  proo6  of  SRAKnpEARj*9  ge- 
nius in  HiuKy  the  Fifth,  as  in  many  ct  hb  i^yf : 
incidents  are  fiuUy  cnwded,  and  the  laft  aft  is  U- 
meotably  lai^uid  t  the  comic  psits  are  a  moft  uo- 
naoual  connexion,  and  notvitbftanding  we  aU(nr 
Fluellin  to  be  weU  drawn,  liioft  contan^ublei 
cbctc  u  vecy  little  to  ftrilce  in  aSion,  and  is^Uttk  to 
pkafuit  in  pendaL 

The  EngliOi  monarch  Is  drawn  a  moft  exefcUeOC 
podureof  what  aking  fbonldbe,  wife,  coel,poGtic, 
liberal,  roecei^  and  \«me  %  fond  xiSinac,  but  ate 
in  an  MiafiiSt  caofe:  We  harefeen  Mr.  SbiKft.ivAH 
dt{{^y  lolidity  of  judgaadit  ia  dai  par^  though 
loyalty  was  much  injuM  b^  his  external  appear- 
ance, and  lanitnotty  of  cxpraakn  vkdcntly  voimded 
by  the  difb6rdof  bis  voice.  ThcjuftificaiiQii<>f  « 
king,  in  cafe  of  w^png  war,  he  delinnid  beCMr  . 
than  any  other  per&m  we  haire  leon. 

Mr.  Smith  is,  upon  the  whole,  morepkafiag^ 
yet  wants  con&quence  and  variety. 

Mr.  Barry,  in  this  part,  fteps  far  beyond  any 
degree  of  competiiion,  within  our  knowledge ;  his 
figure  and  manner  happily  unite  to  iiU  up  our 
ideaofthefifUvHenry. 

A  a  a  2  The 
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•  The  other  ferious  chara&crs  of  this  piece  arc  too 
immacerial  for  recolle£lion ;  howevw,  wc  can  ven^ 
tuic  to  fay,  that  we  have  feen  Exeter  and  the  Con- 
ftable  of  France,  well  fupportcd  by  Meflh.  Clarke 
and  Hull  ^  ■  nor  have  we  any  fault  to  find  with  Mr. 
Gardner,  in  the  ArchbiJbop  of  Canterbury.  Flti- 
dlinJs  a  {lart  of  gr«u  oddity,  and  requires  peculiar 
acting  ■,  we  are  inclined  to  think  Mr.  Mackliu 
much  more  charaderiftic  in  this  part  than  Mr. 
Shuter, 

Mr.  The.  Cibber  made  morc  of  the  pO[^iR 
'Ancient  Fiftol  than  poflibly  ever  will  be  feen  again, 
by  a  laughable  importance  of  deportment,  extrava- 
gant grimaces,  and  fpeaking  it  in  the  fonorous  cant 
of  (^  tr^dizers,  he  exhituteda  very  entertaining 
piece  pf  acting  merit.  .  Mr.  Dver  is  nobody. 

Mrs.  Pitt's  Hoilxfi  is  worth  notice,  though 
ihort  of  Mrs.  Macklin,  whofe  dcfciipcion  of  Fal- 
ftaff's  dying  was  inimitable. 

Aaron  Hill,  fivoiucd  the  town  with  a  piece  on 
the  iiih]e&  of  this  play,  in  which  he  preferred  much 
morc  dramatic  r^uLarity,  and  approuJied  nearer 
die  tender  pafli<»is,  but  lias  rather  ecfif^ed  the  blaze 
C^  genius.  With  all  its  ureguhuides,  SHAKSspERAE'r 
muft  take  the  lead  craifiderably,  as  indeed  he  always 
will  in  a  ftate  of  comparifon ;  for  even  his'  weakeft, 
and  moftcenfurableeflbrts,  have  in  them  anaffluene 
originality,  beyond  the  reach  of  any  other  dnmauc 
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A  Comedy:    By  Mrs.  CENTLIVftE. 


O I R  George  Airy  meets  Chartes  m  tfte  Parfcf 
the  former  appears  to  be  a  little  uneafy  in  hk  tnind^ 
which  the  latter  rallies  him  for  pleafantly  ■,  ia^u-' 
ating,  that  a  man  poflcflcd  of  omnipotent  gold« 
nuy  obtain  any  thing  to  lull  unqiuet  feelingt.  fie* 
ing  told  that  the  caule  ii  love,  he  fi^ms  £0  thii^ 
Plutus  a  more  powerful  deity  than  Cupid,  and  that 
the  blind  God  muft  yield  to  the  God  of  Wealth. 

It  appears,  that  Sir  George's  paflion  iscr^aged 
by  two  ladies,  one  whofe  face  he  hat  never  ieea,  buc 
15  charmed  by  her  wit ;  the  other  he  has  leeo,  and 
ii  captivated  by  her  beauty,  wirfieuc  having  erer 
exchanged  a  word  with  her ;  Miranda,  who  is  dx 
ward  of  Charles's  iather,  claims  a  preference.  Sir 
Francis  Gripe's  aTaridous  character  is  opened,  aiMf 
his  intention  of  marrying  the  young  lady  himfclt 
for  the  fake  of  her  forbine,  difclofed  to  the  harone^ 
who  gains  a  promifc  of  afliftance  from  Charles,  l» 
obtain  the  lady.  Their  conference  is  broke  in  upon 
by  the  appearance  c^  Marplot,  of  whom  a  pnepa- 
raoTe  piftiire  is  given.  -The  forward,  blade,  after 
having  eagerly  urged  an  introdudtion  to  Sir  George, 
accounts  laughably  for  a  black  patch  which  aj^an 
on  his  nofe.  Having  formed  I'ome  intimacy  with 
the  baronet.  Marplot  is  afked  by  that  gentleman  to 
convey  a  letter  to  Miranda  i  Charles  juftlfies  his 
readbeft 
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zcatTmels  to  go  upon  fvch  lenrices,  but  paints  biin 
as  a  very  bluodering  emil6ry. 

Hearing  buTincfe  mentioned,  Marplot's  cunoGtf 
fifes ;  Sir  George  exciifes  his  flaying  any  longer  in 
the  Park,  by  obfcrving,  that  he  has  an  appointment 
with  Sir  Francis  Gripe.  Wtufper  comity  on,  ac- 
quaints Charles  that  Ifabinda  can*t  meet  him  in  die 
Park,  but  that  her  rigid,  je^ous  father,  will  cer- 
mily  go  out  id  the  afternoon }  he  then  goes  to 
Iloow  the  hour.  Here  Marplot  is  fadly  dkutLSo^ 
tt  not  knowii^  the  purport  of  his  meOagr,  aad  dc- 
lennining  to  find  out  the  occation  of  Cbacles*&  a- 
bnipt  departure,  follows  him. 

Miraoda  coming  out  of  her  chair,. meets  Patch, 
of  whom  fhc  cnqtiires  foe  Ifabinda }  and  is  ti^ 
that  her  father.  Sir  Jealous  Traffic,  has  deuincd 
bcr  at  home-,  tliis . kn^ht's  ridicalout attachment 
to  the  formal  and  tyrannical  cuftoms  of  Spaia,  i» 
bcre  let  forth.  It  appears,  that  Patch,  thdi:^ 
leally  Uabinda's  friend,  has  gained  6>  much  of  the 
fadier's  conBdcnce.  th^t  he  trtifts  ber  to  dte  fHle  of 
1  duoioa,  with  the  care  of  hU  daughter. 

The  wuting  woman,  «4>o  h«l  forraerty  Icrred 
Miranda  in  that  capacity,  t^es  the  Ubcny  'o£  en- 
quiring about  a  common  report,  that  Miranda  ii 
goii:^  to  be  n):inied  to  her  guardian  i  to  cbic  the 
lady  tcplite,  that  Qkii  a  report  is  ncceflary,  tbot^ 
not  founded  in  truth.  She  thai  acquaints  us,  that 
jccing  a  man  ibe  likco,  is  the  madve  of  her  cosuog 
into  the  Park :  Sir  George  appears  to  be  the  man, 
and  comes  fin^ard  in  coa&rencc  with  Sir  Francis. 
Miranda  and  Mrs.  Patch,  ftaod  afide  i^id  liftm. 

We  find,  that  the  young  knight  is  bargMning 

with  the  old  one,  for  a  linvicd  interview  with  his 

ward  J 
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ward  i  in  coafideraticn  of  the  fiun  of  iitie  hundxcd 
guineas,  he  con&tits  to  a  conference  of  tea  aunutes. 
with  this  provifo,  that  he  Hull  be  preicDt  all  the 
tunc  I  the  old  Uadc  chuckks  at  having  taken  the 
kuonet  in,  and  leaves  him.  Dtuing  then-  ixae, 
two  remarks  drc^,  one  from  dte  lady,  Moi  the  oAer. 
&om  the  inaid>  not  very  delicate. 

Afber  Sir  Francis  retires,  Mirand»,  under  cover 
of  a  maik,  comes,  forward.  Seeing  iiisinci^jnita. 
Sir  Geoi^  folicits  a  view  of  her  face/;  this  is  de-~ 
aied,  and  he  undet^oes  fome  fpirited  ruUery,wiiich. 
he  fuftains,  and  replies  to  in  an  i^reeable  maiiner.' 
Being,  brought  a>  a  fituatioa  rather  ctitic;^  mit 
ieaiing  a  discovery,  ibe  fuggefb  a  method  of  get- 
ting off ;  which  is  by  promifmg,  if  he  will  turn  hit. 
back,  to  let  him  know  her  meaning,  who  Jhe  is,  and 
har  place  of  refidence  ;  this  he  coniplies  with. 

She  retires  gradually,  coafefling,  that  he  has  iiir' 
^ired  her  with  a  very  ttnder  pafGon  for  him,  tliea 
die  rhimes  heHeif  off.  The  baronet,  plea&d  vitk 
Im  conqueft,  h(^>et  Ibe  may  prove  haAdfome,  »k1>  ' 
promifes  the  behaviour  of  a  gentlonan.  Hearing 
no  voice  found,  he  imputes  the  paufe  to  her  modeity^ 
but  begs  ihe  will  proceed  ;  receiving  no  ajifwer  n» 
repeated  iblicitatian,  he  turns  round,  andexpreffing 
fonK  chagrin  at  being  fo  jilted,  coacludes  the  aft 
with  fix  very  flimzy  lines,  which  wc  nmy  juftly 
ftile  i»o& '  baftardized  into  hobblii^,  unnaniral 
verfe. 

At  the  b^^iuung  of  the  iecond  aft,  we  meet  Sir 
Fnuids,  tdhi^  his  ward,  with  triumphant  fatis- 
^ftioQ,  of  the  bargain  he  has  made  with  Sir 
George.  She,  to  ftvward  her  own  deftgns,  feemi 
to  reliih  the  ciicumftance  highly  ;  and  pays  the 

old 
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«kl  rool  fome  ccanpHrhentsv  which  caufe  him  to 
think,  that  he  has  Secured  a  place  in  her  heart. 
She  makes  a  prc^olal  to  him,  which,  in  the  Sow  of 
good  humour,  ihe  hopes  he  may  comply  with  ; 
that  is,  if  he  will  give  her  pofleffion  of  her  own 
fortune,  Ihe  will  marry  him  the  day  after. 

The  danger  of  this  he  \s  aware  of,  and  declines 
die  propofalf  finding  herielf  .disappointed,  fhe 
tacks-  about,  and  mentions  a  fcheme  ihe  has  formed 
to  baffle  Sir  GcOTgc,  which  is  co-  maintain  ftriS:  fi- 
lencc,  and  not  anlwer  a  word  he  fays.  This  picaies 
die  old  khighc  gready  ■,  however^  his  latisfa£Uon 
1b,  rather  damped  .by  the  appearance  of  his  ion 
Charles,  who  pleads  hard,  rcfpecting  his  neceHitous 
eircumftances,  but  without  any  cffeft. 
.  While  the  father  and  fon  are  parlying.  Marplot 
enters,  who,  obferving  Charles's  meiaocholy  face,  afks 
Sir  Frarwris  for  a  hundred  guineas,.for  which  the 
curmudgeon  gives  him  an  order  on  hts  'clerk. 
"When  Marplot  goes  to  receive  his  money,  Sir  Fran- 
'  cis  makes  a  propofal  to  Charles  for  iftexiding  his 
circumflances,  that  b  by  marryiog  Lady  Wrinkle, 
vhofe  age  and  deformities  are  fu5i<:iently  compeo- 
fiited  for,  by  her  having  forty  thouiand  pounds. 
The  young  man's  declining  this  propofitjon,  occa- 
fions  theokl  one  to  drive  him  forth  with  very  harih 
lerms.  No  fooner  is  he  gone  than  Marplot  re- 
turns, counting  his  cafli  -,  when  he  miHea  Charles, 
he  hurries  out  after  him,  for  fear  of  lofmg  fome 
fecret.  Sir  Geoi^  Airy  being  fhewn  in,  Miranda 
\%  called  ;  Sir  Francis  fets  his  watch,  and  tlis  inter- 
view immediately  begins. 

Sir  George's  attack  upon  the  jady's  inclinations 

is  warm  and  fignificant ;    Uie  old  centinel,  who 
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keeps  watch,  throws  in  fomc  inamipUTc  lines,  but 
is  fc^  threats  kept  out  of  ear-fhot.  The  lady's  un- 
accountable and  invincible  filence,  caufes  the  ena- 
moured 'baronet  to  teach  her  Hgns,  by  which  the 
may  anfwer  fuch  interrogations  as  he  may  chufe  to 
propbfe. 

There  muft  ^x  a  miftalte  In  the  printed  copy, 
where  Sir  Francis  fays  there  are  t'bree  quarttrs  of  an 
hour  gone,  bccaufcthe  time  fpecified  was  tm  mtnutes. 
Sir  Geoi^  having  fettled  the-  mode  of  reply,  he 
proceeds  to  offer  his  queftions ;  her  anfwers  arc 
fome  fevourable,  others  doubtftil.  At  length; 
dred  with  his  unfatisfaftory  ftate,  he  tries  another 
method,  which  is  xa  fpeak  both  for  her  and  himfelf ; 
and,  in  "her  behalf,  produces  a  letter,  which  he 
reads  and  kiffes  rapturoufly.  in  the  heighth  of 
iiis  pkaling  emotion.  Sir  Francis  acquaints  him, 
that  the  time  is  expired,  and  giving  Miranda  the 
guineas,  fends  her  off. 

Sir  George's  imperfeft  audience  occafiona  Gripe 
to  chuckle,  which  nettling  the  lover,  he  throws  out 
a  pn^ofticftuon  of  cuckoidom,  and  both  the  cha- 
rafters  clink  thcmfelves  off  the  ftage  with  fomtf 
Grub-ftrect  lines.  It  is  aftoniihing  how  aftors,  or 
public  tafte,  could  bear  fuch  frequent  intrufions 
upon  fenfcandnature-,  rhimes  were,  I  fuppofe,  found 
to  be  ciap-traps,  and  conlequently  gained  fome  de- 
gree of  eftimaiion ;  but  why  are  they  not  now  .re- 
jected in  the  old  plays,  as  well  as  the  new  ones. 

We  are  next  introduced  to  Sir  Jealous,  who  wc 
hear  lecturing  Ms  daughter,  in  favour  of  Spanilh 
sefcr^e  and  gravity.  Patch,  with  politic  addrds, 
backs  his  opinion,  and  iniinuates,  that  Ifabinda  If 
rather  prone  40  levity  and  refiftance  j  in  conie- 
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quence  of  this,  he  ^ves  the  mwd  a  frdh  authority 
and  charge  to  lock  her  up,  ull  the  arrival  of  one 
Signior  Babinetto,  whom  he  expe&s  hourly  from 
Spain. 

Whifper,  who  has  watched  Sir  Jealous  goii^ 
out,  haftes  to  the  door,  where  he  mecu  Patch ;  Ihe 
infontis  him  that  Ifabinda  is  now  alone,  and  defires 
him  to  acqu^nc  Charles.  Juft  as  he  is  going  off, 
be  meets  Sir  Jealous,  whom  fufpicion  has  brought 
back  :  the  kn^ht  queftbns  him  very  roughly,  ai 
xo  what  bufinefs  has  brought  him  near  his  door. 
This  puzzles  the  valet ;  however,  he  ftarts  a  whim- 
fical  apology,  of  having  loll  his  lady's  lap-dog,  and 
alks  Sir  Jealous  if  he  has  found  the  creature ;  by 
diis  device,  he  gets  clear  of  the  choleric  old  blade, 
who  nevertheleis  feems  to  have  fufpituon  of  fome 
dcfign. 

Charles  and  Marplot  next  prefenc  themfelvesr 
and  are  foon  joined  by  Sir  George,  who  appears  in 
the  dumps  :  on  aflong  Marplot  if  Miranda's  lilaice 
■proceeded  firom  her  folly,  hejuftifies  herftitle  to 
wit,  by  menuoning,  that  ihe  has  ofwn  rallied  him 
ijOX  he  had  not  a  word  .  to  fay  for  faimfelf. 
Whifper  enters,  and  by  fpeaking  afide  to  his 
mafter,  ftirs  afrefli  the  inquilitive  faculties  of 
M^arplot,  who  is  a  mortal  enemy  to  ail  referve : 
his  {broke  of  defiring  Sir  George  to  alk  Charles 
what  his  fervant  ha^  been  faying,  is  droll  and  in 
charafter.  When  Charles  and  the  baronet  propoie 
going  different  ways.  Marplot  has  fo  ftrong  an  in- 
clination to  4i(cover  what  the  former  i^  about,  that 
though  he  is  roughly  refufcd  the  privilege  of  ,gping 
with  hjro,  he/t^ows  direftly, . 
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At  the  bcpnning  of  the  third  aft,  Charles  aj>l' 
pears  at  Sir  Jealous  Traffic's  door,  and  is  intro- 
duced by  Patch  :  juft  as  he  enten  the  houfe,  Mar- 
plot'Ipies  him  ;  and,  by  way  of  friendfhip,  deter* 
mines  to  watch  him  out  again.  The  lovers  being 
met,  they  lay  a  plan  for  their  own  happinefi,  and* 
to  defeat  Sir  jedoos's  dcCgns.  An  aldrm  of  the' 
old- knight's  qjproadi,  throws  them  into  extreme 
confufion,  amidft  which  it  is  determined,  that  ' 
Charles  ftiall  effeA  his  efcape  fitini  the  balcony ; 
this  fetded,  they  pare 

Sir  Jealous  now  appears  in  theftreet,  and  breathes 
out  fuch  terrible  threats,  in  cafe  of  finding  a  man 
in  his  houfe,  that  Marplot,  who  overhean,  in  zeal 
for  Charles's  lafety,  and  to  prove  his  cour^,  ac- 
cnfts  the  knight  i  and  threatens,  if  any  mifchief  is 
done  his  friend,  he  will  retaliate  it  feverely.  This 
difcovcry  roufes  Sir  Jealous  into  fuch  a  paflion, 
that  he  belabours  the  poor,  unlucky,  blundering 
intruder,  moit  unmercifully.  Still  felicitous  for 
Chaiies,  he  cries  murder  j  the  lover  dcfccnding 
from  the  balcomy,  perceives  who  it  is  that's  raifitig 
the  tumult :  here  Marfdot  improves  the  miftake  he- 
has  made,  hf  boafting  of  what  he  has  done ;  but, 
upon  getting  a  hearty  (hake  by  the  collar  &om  en- 
raged Charies,  he  concrives  his  errors,  and,  droop- 
ii^  like  1  dc^  that  had  \i£i  his  cars,  retires  lament- 
ing his  ill  luck ;  but  not  without  Ibmc  hopes  of 
gaining  foch  intelligence  for  Sir  George,  concern- 
ing Miranda,  as  may  bring  him  into  favour  again. 

Sir  Jealous,  fiiH  of  conviAioh  that  a  man  is  in 

his  houfe,  diough  not  to  be  found,  enters  with  ^- 

vants,  enquiring  If  they  have  fearched  eveiy  irfierc : 

Patch  ftitt  pnfervuig  his  confidence,  he  renews  his* 
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^nfecsforloduag'upllabinda,  then  goes  to  reuew 
his  &arch.  The  maid  comforts  her  miflrefs  with 
the  idea  of  guning  at  lalt  the  man  Jhe  wifhes^  and 
they  retire. 

Sir  Francb  meets  his  lovely  ward  in  the  next 
fcene,  and  Ihe  plays  him  off  fo.  adiiurably,  that  he 
thicks  her  his  own  beyond  a  fhadow  of  doubt. 
Marplot  enters  to  them,  who  mentions. Sir  George's 
Jiundred  poiinds,  ^d  upbraids  Miranda  with  cheat- 
ing him  of  it :  warm  words  anfing.  Sir  Francis 
bids  the  inquifitive  meddler  get  out  of  his  houfc: 
Upon  hearing  Mkanda  declare  that  (he  will  take 
her  guardian  for  better  for  worfe^  Marplot  banters 
the  idea  till  he  is  threatened  with  the  knight^s  cane, 
buthavingfo  lately  felt  one,  he  delifts.  Miranda,  with 
great  addrefs,  fends  an  afllgaation  tO'  Sir  Gtai^ 
by  bidding  him  keep  from  his  old  haunt,  the  gar- 
den gate,  at  the  hour  of  eight.  Her  meaning  is 
grofsly  miftaken  by  both  the  old  fool  and  young 
one,  and  her  opennefs  increafes  the  old  fwain's 
confidence,  who  leads  her  off,  full  erf  joy,  with  a 
Latin  quotation. 

The  fcene  now  changes  to  a  taVem,.  where  Sir . 
Geoi^  and  Charles  are  difcoverpd  over  a  bottle: 
the  banmet  offers  his  friend  foxrie  ponfolation,  to 
free  his  fpirits  from  that  gloom  which  his  Late  mif- 
carri^  has  occalioned.  The  waiter  mentioning 
that  Mr.  Marplot  defires  leave  (o.walt.  on  them, 
they  defire  himto  be  admitted :  on  his  appearance^ 
the  unhappy  adventurer  puts  on  a  face,<4'  confef- 
fion,  and  endeavoura  to  apologize^ 
Whoi  Sir  George  enquires  after  Miranda,  he 

f'ves  a  very  unpromifing  account,  andidcclarcs  her 
[tied  deKnninauon  to. marry  Sir  Fta^cis  \   ta 
whfcliL 
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whicti  alfo,  be  adds  her  tfamiog  about  the  garden: 
gate.  Sir  George  does  not  inunediaisly  percoiw 
her  meaning,  but,  after  a  few  fljort  ^eechev 
catches  it  *,  and  thanks  Marplot  for  fo  pleaTiiig  » 
piece  of  intelligence.  His  fatisfa^on  puzzles  our 
BufyBod)'. 

In  order  to  take  fo  Unluckyan  Qbjed  out  of  tbc 
way,  Charles  ui^s  .Marplot  to  go  with  him  j  he' 
is  pkafol  at  bci^g  forgiveo,  but  fufpe&ihg,  irom 
SirGeoi^s  behaviour,  foii^ethujgithat  de  docs  nu. 
underftand,  hc.refolves  upon  gpit^  to  Sir  Frauds. 
Gripe's,  that  he  may  ftand  a  chance.  (^  finding  ic- 

out.    ■  .■.■■,..-■-: 

The  firft  fcene  of  the  foiirth.  ait  is  before.  Sir 
Jealou&'s  door,  where  Patch  tecetvci  a  letter  from 
Whi^r  for  her  (nifb]el3  } .  wd  -deficea.  hira  to  ac-'  ' 
quaint  his  ma&tt,  there  will beafatr.<^)portuDityi 
for  paying  a  yifit  to  Ifabinda,  by  means  of  a  ladder; 
of  ropes  :  hearing  the  pld  man,  fhe  burties  tht  va- 
tct  oSi  and,'  inhgr.  cpRfufioo,  dtopa  the  leittr: 
no'fooiKT  does  Jhe  d^aj^>e9r,  than  -Sir  Jealous 
comes  Oft.  J  he  perceives  thq  biUet,  which,  upoa 
opening);  he  l^id^-to.be'hi^rOglyphically  infcribed. 
This  uiuptelligible  Qbjeft.  ciufes  frefh  fufpicion,; 
and  a  glimpfe  he^  got  of  Patch's  tail  fwecpii^  by,  • 
throws  fome  part  of  it  M  her.    -     .  . 

A  fcrvapt  entering,  Sir  Jealous  en4uires  for  fome 
compaAjr  he  had  invited.)  being  told.  that,  they- 
will  all  wait  upon  him,  he  countetmands  the  invi- ' 
tadon ;  calls  for  his  butler,  and  orders  that  fuppcr 
may  be  brought  into  his  daughter's  chamber.  Ila- 
t^ivla  and  Patch  arP  thrown  into  ftroog  perplexity 
about  ^he  letter,  which,  cannot  be  found.  The 
piaid  running  oqt  tQ  fee  if  Ihe  had  dropped  it  by 

the 
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the  way,  is  met  at  the  doot  by  the  bmler,  whofe 
bu&Dcls  being  aflced,  he  lays  it  is  to  Uy  the  cloth 
in  that  rooin,  for  his  maAei's  fiipper.  This  cir- 
cumftance  fuggefts  to  the  young  lady  feme  frelh' 
miichauce  :  the  old  man  ^proaches,  ftops  Patch, 
and  queftions  his  daughter  about  the  letter  \  fhe 
^eads  ig^rance,  and  the  chambeTTnud,'tio  m^e 
tip  for  bcr  blunder,  invrats  an  aflertion,  that  the 
paper  is  hers  -,  dedares  k  vas  g^vm  her  as  a  chtnn 
for  the  tooth  ach,  and  throvs  herfelf  into  violeftt 
ag^tadcHi  ax.  the  misfortune  of  its  bdi^  opoKd,  as 
the  magic  power  is  thneby  deftxoyed. 

This  but  takes  with  tl^  old  knight,  and  IliU»n-' 
da,  coUeding  Ibme  fjHrit  ftom  the  fuccefs  of  it, 
accujes  her  father  <tf  feverity  ;  towhichhe  anfwers, 
that  SignicH- BabtiietR>*s  arrival,  will  freeher  from 
all  parental  authority.  Supper  being  placed  <»i 
table,  he  aflcs  the  young  lady  o>  partake ;  which, 
from  her  ftomach  being  alicady  too  full,  fhe  do- 
dines.  Ifenattdefires,  that  as  Ibe  can't  eat,  Ihe  will 
entertain  lutn  with  a  tune  on  die  fpiiutet,  while  her 
naaidfings  a  fongi  both  thefe  requefts,  thioug^  con- 
fiilion,  they  are  fo  unable  ta  comply  with,  that  one 
plays,  and  the  other  fquaUs  moft  miferalAy  out  of 
Owe,  which  provokes  the  oU.nua  to  threats. 

While  they  are  endeavouring  to  proceed,  Charles 
bolts  in  upon  the  wings  of  rapture  j  but  feeing  Sir 
Jcaloiis,  retires  haftily,  thou^  not  fo  Ibofi  but  diat 
he  is  perceived :  to  cover  his  retreat,  the  women 
cry,  a  ghcA  !  a  ghoft !  and  throw  themfelves  acro]s 
the  door.  Having  given  the  lover  time  to  efcapc^ 
they  make  way  for  tl^  impaffioned  knight,  -vrfio 
mlhes  into  the  clofec,  bent  on  ^Icovcry  and  dc- 
ftru^ioD. 

He 
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He  ibon  returns,  and  not  having  found  the  main 
obje£t'  of  refentment,  lets  his  wrath  wreak  idelf 
on  che  females  ;  his  daughter  he  locks  up  in  a  clo- 
fet,  and  then  drives  Patch  out  of  doors.  In  this 
exiled  Itate  ihe  meets  Charles,  and  acquaints  him, 
not  only  of  liabinda's  imprifonment,  but  alfo  that 
her  deftined  Spanifh  hufband  is  expeEted  on  the 
following  day,  and  is  to  confummaK  the  nuptials 
irith  all  polfible  expedition. 

In  the  midfl:  of  Charles's  diftni^tion.  Patch  fug- 
gefts  his  perfonating  Babinetto,  and  farmSats  him 
a  letter,  by  counterfeiting  which,  he  may  gain 
credit  with  Sir  Jealous,  who  knows  nothii^  mom 
of  the  young  Don,  than  what  occurs  by  corref- 
poodmg  with  his  father.  This  politic  hint  Fcvire* 
the  lover,  and  they  go  off  to  concert  matters,  by 
whichj'oom  is  made  for  Sir  George,  who  appears 
at  the  garden  gate ;  through  which  he  is  foon  con- 
veyed by  Scentwell  into  the  houfe. 

Miranda,  in  foliloquy,  apologiTes  fcH-  a  feemiog 
breach  of  delicacy,  in  bringing  Sir  George  to  viAt 
her  in  a  clandeftine  manner,  but  thejuftification 
(he  o&rs  is  very  allowable ;  fuch  a  guardian  aa 
her's  would  juftify  any  young  woman  for  taking  all  ' 
Ikps,  but  vicious  ones,  to  defeat  his  loathfome  de- 
Siffis  upon  her  perlpn,  and  kiiavilh  views  upon  her 
fortune. 

The  baropet  advances  with  polite  rapture  :  in 
the  conference  which  enfues,  we  find  Miraiwla  fa 
pnident,  that  i^  wdnt  gradfy  her  inclination  by  % 
Solent  attack  upon  ckcumilances,  but  determines^ 
before  ihe  leaves  Sir  Francis's  houfe,  to  take  tha 
writingii  relative  to  her'  fortune  alcMig  ^th  her. 
Sir  Francis's  une:q)e&ed  return  obliges  Sir  George 

to 
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CD  make  a  precipitate  retreat  behind  the  chimney- 
board  J  it  appears,  that  Gripe's  return  has  been  oc- 
cafioned  by  MaiploE's  pcrfuading  him,  that  Mi- 
ruida  had  certainly  fome  fatal,  barbarous  meaning, 
in  the  blundcrbufs.  Sir  Francis  defires  Sccntwdl 
to  dirow  an  orange  peel  behind  the  chimney-  board, 
this  ihe  evades,  by  dcfiring  to  eat  it ;  but  that  be- 
ing refufcd,  Miranda' defires  the  board  may  not  be 
rttnoved,  as  flie  has  a  monkey,  which  being  very 
Twld,  might  do  mifchief,  if  let  oat. 

Maiplot  immediately  exprefles  ftrong  curiofity 
to  fee  what  he  calls,  aptly  enough,  a  miniature  of 
man  j  however,  he  is  forced  to  defift  by  threats, 
and  Sir  Francb  goes  off  to  vifit  his  rich  neighbour 
at  Epfom,  from  whom  he  expeds  a  large  legacy. 

'  While  Miranda  attends  her  guandian  to  lus 
coach.  Marplot  lifts  up  the  board,  when  out  bolts 
^  Geoi^,  and  thro^iles  the  frightened,  inquifi- 
itive  blade  j  who,  in  his  confiriian_,  defires  tlie  ba- 
Tonet  to  break  fome  china,  as  an  apcflogy  -for"  the 
tiproar  he  has  made. 

Sir  Francis  and  Miranda  returning,  Marplot 
irames  a  ftory  of  the  monkey's  cfcape,  for  which  he 
tecaves  a  fevere  rebuke  from  the  old  fellow ;  whc^ 
after  ordering  fearch  to  bcmadc  for  the  Irttle  favo- 
rite, goes  off  again  toprofecutc  hJsjoumey.  Miranda 
upbraids  Marplot,  who  accounts  laughably  for  his 
mi£tpprehenfion. 

Sir  George  returns,  when  Marplot  begs  to  be 
cxcufed,  and  is,  upon  his  fubmiffion,  foi^iven. 
Patch  enters,  and  acqu^nts  Sir  George,  that  a 
friend  of  his  wants  affiftance:  on  bdng  told  that  it 
is  Charles,  he  detemiines  to  wait  on  Mm,  but  de- 
fines Marplot's  company,  irfto  cxpreffcs  great  de- 
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'fiFC  of  going  dllb>  and  to  ptevmt  him,  iafiftt  he 
may  ftay  with  Miranda,  fo  conclurfes  the  fourth 
-adt 

At  the  beginning  0£  the  fifth,  we  meet  Mi- 
randa,' telling  Patch  that  Ibe  has  taken  a  bold  and 
4iazardouB  fbp,'  by  venturing  upon  a  hulband,whofe 
'dilpolition  ihe  is  not  fufficiendy  acquainted  with  : 
afar  ordering  Sccntwell  to  pack  -up  her  jewels,  fhe 
■is  going  to  leaVe  the  houfe  1  at  which  time  tnoit 
inopportunely,  Ihe meetsSir  Fcancis,  who  having 
fouAd  himielf  &nunoned  upon  a  fliam  mellage, 
has  declined  Jthe-continudtioax^  his  journey. 
-  Sccntwell  entering  abruptly  with  a  diamond  • 
■necklace  in  her  hand,  occasions  ibme  oonfulion^ 
-but  Miranda^'pafiesitofF  withready-addrefs,  and 
■turns  the  matter  quite  oS",  -by  telling  him  erf"  If»- 
^nda'fi  ai^pro&chlng  marnage  with  a  Spatiiih  Don, 
to  which- file  is  invited:  the  amorous  giAudiao, 
hoping  that  the  ftght  of  matrimony  may  whet  his 
-ward's  appetite  for  a  Tunilar  feaft  j-  he  promil^  to 
■go,  and  receiving  an  equivocal  declaration  -  from 
<MiFanda,  that  4f -ever  Ihc  marries,  it  muft  be  in  the 
-courfe  of  that  day  v  heleads  her  off  with  terms  of 
liioft  triumphant  joy. 

Sir  Jealous  rtext  appears,  who  being  told  by  a 
■fervant  that  Signior  Babinecto  is  arrived,  receives, 
-»id  brings  Charles,  attended  by  Sir  George,  as  N£r. 
MeanWeU,  forward  :  after  fome  attempts  at  Spo- 
mfli,  which  Sir  Jealous  is  very  impoi^:d-  in,  the 
•cOnVerfation  is  continued  In  Englifh.  Sir  George, 
'With  great  art,  as-  a-  deputed  guardian  to  the  young 
^)(»i,  and  many  plaufible  arguments,  urges  an  inv* 
tue^ate  marri^ ;  which  the  father  feems  very 
•well  inclined'  «>,  after  being  fati$fied  -in  one  point-; 
,  •y6u.  XL  C  c  c  thtt 
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Uhat  is,  -vdiy  nomention  haa  bete  made  in  the  ift- 
.tradu&»y  ictcer  of.  thpfe  five  tbouiaod  cnmns, 
which  were  to  be  fettled  on  his  daughter,  in  cafe  c£ 
-her  becomii^  a  widow. 

This  wKxpefifid  drcumftsooe  occitfiops  Home 
Jicfitationi  but  Sir  Geoigeai^werijig  that  die  valiv 
.o£  that  fum  is  config^  to  his  ciae,  for  the  pro- 
yQ&d  puipoTc,  in  Tarious  iunds  of  vokublp  nffr- 
idundise.  Sir  J»lous  is  fa«sfiod,  icwls  for  Mr. 
Tackuiii,iirh£!,ju,it.»I^)ears,,ia  Fcady. 

The  angry  father  ^ocs  off,  gnd  drap  pn  -^ 
daughter,  who  lolictcs  hard  ^^ainft  a  ftmxd  Jiwr- 
.liage,  but  to  oo  pucpofe,  Ihe. adheres  to fa«r  jvfo< 
:ludon  ;  after  much  thrcatning,  and  mmy  '^nc^wt 
ireinon{b:an<xs  from  Sir  Jealous,  ^  Geoige  nn^- 
■takcs  the  perfua(k>n,  aqd  hy  priifateiy  ooRmauu* 
;CWiog  who  the  spparent  Spamajrd  realty  is,  .gaay 
iter  .to  the  deTirol  point.  Her  rapture,  which 
Jtvesks-  out  a  little  untiosely,  b  rcftnunedj  the&- 
(ther,  heartily  ngoicedat  this  unotpeScd  and  (u^ 
jdco  convcrfion  of  his-perverfe  child,  g^cs  her  viidi 
lean  of  iatisfaAi9n,.to  DonXKego,  aod  they  all  91 
oflF,  highly  Jatisfied,  to  the.celebratipn  of  thofe  m^ 
dais  which  the  young  couple  To  eagerly  wiIh,.aQd 
.Sir  Gebrgc  has'  eameftly  bbovred  to  proinote. 

Marplot,  without  edvertiiig  &>  hu  fons^.b^ai- 
jders,  which  have  brought  him  into  fuch  diHtfprim- 
hh  fituations,  bow  runs  headlong  into  «  fytti^ 
icnpCi  and  havicig iieard  that  Chadea  jw  bor- 
jeweda  Spanifh  habit, detecmines to  enquirc^abont 
■him  at  Sir  Jedous  Tra£c*rs.  Battto  jusiptfrpoti^ 
A  fervant  cqmes  out  of  the  Jioufiv  of  iwhcsn  ■hei^Ig> 
if  tna«  be  a  gentkman  in  a  $p«uOi  hal^t  atbip 
jmftq's  i  from  the  mtBuiBnds  ftf !l«SLcaquKf>«id 
«  t%ing 
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%ing  he  thougkt  a  friend  of  his  mi^  bcthert  in 
d^uife,  the  fbotfnan  fu^vcfts  a  pt^bility  of  im' 
pofition,  and  calls  his  ffiafter. 

When  Sir  Jealous  comes  forth,  he  accofts  Mar* 
pkit  churliflily,  donanding  his  bufinefi ;  on-  meo' 
don  (^  a  Spantlh  habit,  he  is  fuppefed  to  be  a 
flfiend  of  Batoietto's,  and  is  quefUohed  as  fuch, 
but  not  bong  able  n>  give  any  intelligent  accounc 
(^  who  or  what  h&  wants,  the  otd  gentleman  grows 
waM,  and  perceiving  that  he  is  the  petfon  who  had 
threatened  him  with  half  a  dozen  mirmidons,-  he 
frightens  poor  Marplot  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  lie 
CM^es  to  an  eX|^anation  about  Charles,  which  a' 
Jtfnung  the' fdtber,  he  cdls  in  to  ftop  the  mar- 
riage. 

This  noife  brings  out  Sir  George,  with  his  fword 
dJswn  ;  ftfelng  Marplot,  he  finds  out  the  fource  of 
erfl  incidents,  which,  to  confirm,  the  buftling  B«fy 
BSdy  cd!s,  rfw  baronet  by  title  and  name,  which 
uiilblds  the  deceit,  and  ui  attempt  is  again  made  to 
ftop  the  marriage ;  however.  Sir  George  ftanding 
ttfifinel  between  the  dcxir  and  him,  orders  it  to  go 
dih  ftitog  himfelf  foiled,  hewreaks  his  ver^ance 
fin  Muplot,  who  cMice  more  feels  the  difci|^e  of 
luscane. 

At  thfe  crills  Charies  and  His  bride  enter  ;  foori 
after  them  Sir  Francis  and  Miranda  comeifor^rtl. 
Sir  Jetdous'  accufes  Gripe  with  being  accefi*ary  to' 
cheatiro;  him  of  his  child ;  ^h*  Francis  bring  At-' 
fired  to  open  his  purfe  in  favour  of  Chai-les,  he  dfr-" 
c&tes  any  concern  ^h  him  as  a  fbh,  ^d  declares 
his  fettled  connexion  with  Miranda. 

Here  Sir  George  fleps  in,  and  ckims  the  kdy'.  as 

Ins  i  this,  Ihe  confirms,  and,  as  it  appears,  has  not 

Ccc(u  only 
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only  taken  care  to  get  her  own  writings,  but 
Charles's  too,  reladve  to  an  eftate  left  by  an  uncle, 
which  the  Jew,  his  father,  kept  from  him.  Thus 
totally  over-reached.  Sir  Francis  leaves  them  with 
great  heat  of  palfion;  after  his  departure,  mattcn 
take  a  more  favourable  turn,  and  Sir  Jealous,  with 
a  commendable  fhare  of  good  lenfe,  cools  into  good 
humour. 

The  feveral  parties  being  agreeably  dUppied  o^ 
Marplot  alks,  what  reparation  he  is  to  have  £m:  ^ 
hard  ufage  he  has  received  ;  forgiveness  of  his 
blunders,  and  a  promile  from  Sir  George,  that  lus 
guardian  Iball  g^ve  him  his  eitate^  and  make  him 
happy.  Thus  the  piece  concludes,  a  very  ijico&- 
teftiblc  moral  being  deduced  from  paft  tranfafiions 
in  three  lines:  ifwefearch  forfolidity  offentimcnt, 
or  purity  of  language  in  ttus  comedy,  our  cnquby^ 
will  be  fruitlels ;  yet  there  is.  a  pertneis  of  dUslogaCt. 
and  a  womanilh  whim  of  incident,  that  muft  cvct 
tickle  the  lighter  pailions,  and  keep  atxcnticHi  upoa 
a  pleafing  bent. 

As  to  the  chara^rs,  they  are  natural  and  well 
chofen  i  as  will  a^iear  upoa  thdr  being  fepuatcbf 
^amined.  Sir  Geoige  is  a  fine  gentlemsB,  -with 
elegant  ideas,  lively  feelings,  and  a.  large  eltatc  -,  be 
naeets  with  a  wontun  he  likes,  and  fpares  ncitlia' 
money  nor  pains  to  obtain  her  honourably.  One 
circumftance  is  odd,  that  he  never  once  mentiras 
his  iair  incc^nka  after  the  fir£t  ai^i.the  author 
might  eafily  have  discovered  to  him  that  Miranda 
was  the  p^on,  and  a  good  fcene  might  have  been- 
flruck  out,  of  her  rallying  him  upon  the  mafked 
lady  ;  however,  dm  i&  a  v^  pardonable  laj^e. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  PALMKRi  was  in  tbi^  g»y  bamnettoo  mucfv 
of  the  fop,  indped,  .  ic  vTas  fo  natural  to  hitn^  lie 
could  not  ihake  it  oS.  Mr.  Smith  has  fufficknt^ 
vivacity,  without  diminiihjng  efTenml  el^ance-^- 
ve  never  defire  to  fee  the  part  bet^rfupported  than, 
by  this  gendeman. 

Su- Francis  Gripe  we  find  fo  complete  a  fcii'^f 
avarice,  as  warmly  to  wave  every  principle  as  a. 
father,  guardian,  or  man,  to-' the  in^able  love  of. 
gain  i  his  prcpoltotius  amour  is  more  founded  in 
wealdi  than  regard  ;  his  fituations  arepleafant,  and, 
render  him  rather  an  o\yeA  of  laughter,  than  of  the 
contempt  he  really  deferves.  Mr.  Yates,  a  great 
iarorite  of  ours,  for  ftridt  adherence  to  nature  in 
his  proper  caft,  was  remarkably  chafte  in  this  cha- 
raAer,  which  he  played  upon  the  molt  cridcal  prin-  - 
cqjles  J  and,  certain  it  is,  that  though  Mr.  Shuter 
may  make  the  galleries  laugh  more,  by  a  luxuriance 
of  humour,  yet  he  never  can  be  ib  corrciL 

Mr.  Packer -has  done  the  inoffenTive  Charles  for 
many  years  inofienfively  enough  i  we  have  feen  Mr.- 
Clakke  exhibit  him,  but  think  the  part  fat  beneatii, 
his  abilities  }  and,  as  to  Mr.  Hull,  who  goes  on  for, 
hkn  at  prefent  in  Cpvent  Garden,  we  never  wilh  to 
meet  him  in  any  but  the  graver  parts  of  contedy, 
laany  of  which  he  would  fupport  in  a  very  rcfpe£l- 
able  manner.  Why  is  not  Charles  given  to  Mr. 
Liw£s,  whooi^ht  CO  be  brought  forward  in  fuch  a 
light,  tiU  practice  and  improved  merit  make  him  fit 
for  a  more  favourable  one. 

Sir  Jealous  Trafiic  is  extremely  well  contraftcd  to. 

Sir  Francis,  as  his  folly  docs  not  artfe  from  a  bad, 

heart,  but  a  deficient  head ;  violent  regard  for  hi$ 

daugKcer,  makes  him  anxious  for  her  Iip.ppinefs,  and 

a  miftakeA 
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i  mift^en  nation  of  the  means  t»  prevent  any 
finifter  accident,  niakes  him  bum  cruet,  when  he 
realty  means  well  ;  there  is  at  <^>en  bhintne6  Ot 
eacpreflion  about  him,  which  Mr.  Xmtz  is  very 
Chara£teriftic  in,  and  we  think  Mr.  Dvnstall  e- 
qually  happy. 

MarjArt,  the  main  engine  trf"  this  piece,  is  a  vwy 
i#eH  cOTicMved  caricature  of  nawre,  adequately 
drawn,  and  prettily  finilhed  :  notvnthitandirtg  m 
Buf^  Body  in  prirate  life,  is  a  very  mifchievous  and 
obnoxious  charafler,  yet  Mrs.  Centlivrb  has  con-' 
ixived  to  prefent  u»  with  one  fd-  inoffenfive  and> 
latlghable,  that  we  beliere  many  of  the  audience 
iTOiild  be  glad  of  fuch  an-  acquuntance  to  exhile-- 
late  their  fpirit^  occafionally :  we  remember  many 
performers  in-  this  charafter,  Mr.  MACKLm  very 
dry,  infipid  and  facurnlne :  Mr.  The.  CibbKr,  e* 
grcgioufty  comical,  extrav^ant  and  incorreft :  M^ 
Brown,  by  fome  thought  a  gMd  aftor,  chough- 
certainly  the  worft  ^-at  ever  was  feen,  faint^  inde- 
Icriptive  and  laborious  :  Mr.'GAKRicK,  Gvety  and 
ct^refBre,  but  too  mechanical :  Mr.  Kimo^  Ipirited 
and  pidurdque,  with  r^her  too'  much  fenObility : 
Mr.  Woodward,  every  thing  the  author  orfpe^- 
tor  could  wilh,  poflfefflng  eveiy  beauty  his  compe- 
titors could  boaft,  and  cidiUuting  a  fuibUjle  naivett- 
aboTC  them  all. 

Miranda  has  nothing  blamcable,  but  being  a  Ik^ 
de  too  forward  in  her  lore  afiair  \  fhe  leems  to  have- 
good  fenfe,  fteadinefs  and  generofity.  Mrs.  Pal- 
UER  was  very  unequal  Xo  the  reptefentetion  of  this 
part,  yet,  bong  an  untable  a&refs,  p^fed  c^with- 
out  g^^g  oSence,  Mrs.  Bvlkley  mended  rSae 
matter' 
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matter  a  good  deal,  but  we  are  much  inchned  to 
placeMUs  Macklin  firft. 

ifabinda  wv  very  imprtyxrly  given  to  Mrs. 
Mattocks,  w1u>  is  much  fitter  for  Patch }  hoiwe* 
vcr,  Ihe  rejne&nted  the  young  lady  in  a  refpedable 
manlier:  Kfi&PkT^^nsyreU  fmted  tothepan^  as 
is  Mrs.  Bakbk. 

Patch  Ihould  always  be  in  the  hands  t^  Mrv. 
OsEEH,  th(»igh  we  have  feen  Mrs.  Pitt  Jhcw  aft- 
ing  meric  in  the  charafter,  and  Mifs  MinoBs.per- 
tf^wm  it  extremely  well.  We  readily  admit  this 
5)lay  n>  a  ftag?  enftence,  but  we  think  it  fcarce 
-wcwch  any  body's  purehafe  for  the  clolet  s  potwttl^ 
landing  it  is  iree  from  the  heavy  chaige  of  lipcD- 
^oufne&,  w4iich  juftly  lies  i^ainft -fome  «bler  con> 
pefiti<Mis. 
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King   HE  NRY   the. Fourth. 

Ah  HHtorictl  Play:   Smakispeare. 


'X  HE  King,  attended  l^  \m  fon,  Liord  Jolu 
•of -LaDcaflcr,  and' odier  peers,  gives  -iis  to  uoder- 
ifiand,  that  the  play  opens  with  a  -newly  comiDenced 
^leaoe  ; .  yet  from  what  Weftm<>reland  fajs,  we  60^ 
4faat.s  general  btlaxiq  not  e&abliihcd,  notynthftand- 
■ing'a  decifive  .vi^ry  igained  by  Pio-cy;' over  die 
Scots..  ■  Memioiiof  Jiiis  ypljngjipb|fen>an  occ^fipas 
Henry  to  p^nt,  with  Itrong  feeling,  the  diirc^uua- 
ble  contrail  between  Hotfpur  and  his  fon,  d* 
Prince  of  Wales ;  nothing  further  material  occun 
in  this  fcene,  except  that  Picrcy  has  rcfbfcd  to  deli- 
ver up  the  priibners  taken  in  battle.  In  the  next 
we  meet  Prince  Henry  and  Falftaff;  the  lat- 
ter enquiring  what  time  of  the  day  it  is,  is  rallied 
by  the  Prince  for  dipBnndiag^ny  information  con- 
cerning a  circumftance  (o  totally  itnmatcrial  to  fau 
insular  courfe  of  life  4  -the  fat  knight  retorts,  by 
painting  his  royal  companion  as  ^acelefs  as  him- 
felf.  This  is  very  natural,  for  the  dilTolute  always 
endeavour  to  level  other  characters  with  their  own ; 
or,  if  poQlble,  to  make  them  worie. 

This  fcene  is  chiefly  made  up  of  a  quit^e  of 
words,  yet  is  fenfible  and  entertaining.  When 
Poins  comes  on,  there  is  a  Bne  equivocal  turn  la 
FalftaiTs  charafter :  fome  few  lines  before,  we  find 
')mn  bent  on  a  new  courfe  of  life,  biit,  vtpoa  mat- 

tioti 

Dg.l.zedt,,COOgIc 


The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR^    3*3 

tion  of  a  robbery,  which  is  likely  to  pnoduce  de- 
fireable  fpoil,  he  hears  the  matter,  and  joins  in  ii 
wich  great  glee  j  wilhing  that  the  Piince  may  be  an 
aiTociate,  he  goes  to  Eaftcheap. 

After  the  knight  has  waddled  out  of  fight,  Poins 
propofes  a  icheme  of  amuJement,  that  is,  to  rob 
FaUtafT.  Bardolph,  Peto  and  Gadlhill,  after  they 
bave  acquired  the  booty :  to  this  projedt  the  volar- 
die  Fiince  zffce&  readily ;  the  mode  of  proceeding 
is  fettled,  and  Feins  retires  K>  provide  necefiaries. 

When  alone,  Henry,  though  linked  with  fuch  a 
diOip&ted  crew,  and  iecmingly  involved  amidil  the 
depths  of  iniquity,  makes  fome  glorious  leSe^tionst 
wherein,  his  fpirit  as  a  man  and  a  royal  chara£i£r, 
break  brightly  forth. 

The  obfervfttion  that  his  latter  years  will  ihine 
iQMciHighc  by  a  comparative  view  with  the  gloom 
of  his  former  ones,  is  not  a  very  allowable  apology 
&r  joining  in  a  courfe  of  life,  which,  in  his  own 
conviction,  is  held  defpicable ;  however,  the  foli- 
loquy  throws  a  plauJible  g^ofs  on  his  character,  and 
prepares  us  ^;reeably  for  the  reformation  he  fug* 
gefts. 

In  the  next  fcene  we  meet  the  King,  highly  net- 
tied  at  being  croHed,  as  jc  fliould  feem,  by  Hot- 
fpur,  and  his  relations.  Upon  Worceflxr's  at< 
tempting  OT  apolc^,  he  is  forbid  the  prefence :  af- 
ter a  palliative  introduction,  delivered  by  Northum^ 
berland,  Hotfpur  enters  upon  his  own  defence,  con- 
cemingrefufal  of  thofc  prifonen  which  the  King  had 
demanded :  his  addrefs  b  very  peculiar  and  fpiiit- 
ed  i  his  concraft  of  the  rough  foldier's  chara&er,  to 
A  perfumed,  effeminate  peer,  is  finely  imagined,  and 
happily  exprclTed. 
.Vw,  II.  Ddd  King 
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Xing  Henry,  however,  conliders  his  reply  as 
equivocal,  and  founded  on  proviso,  chat  Mordmcr, 
9  fubjeft  hateful  to  majefty,  {Would  be  ranfmnod. 
Hearing  an  imputation  of  Mortimer's  reroltin^- 
Hotipur,  with  charafieriftic  impatience,  cont»>ds 
this  point  warmly  with  the  King,  and  mwitains  lus 
'  brother-in-law's  charaflcr,  both  as  a  fubjed  and 
commander.  .This  altercatiwi  roufes  Henry  to 
fiune  fevere  terms,  and  a  poTitiTC  infinuuion,  that 
further  difobedience  of  hjs  orders,  wiU  be  attended' 
with  difagreeable  confequences. 

This  peremptory  threat  occafions  a  flow  irf"  p«f- 
lion,  iriiich  vents  itftlf  on  Hotfpuf's  fide,  in  a  very 
glowing  flile.  Being  forbid  even  to  fpeak  of  Mor- 
timer, ftings  fo  home,  that  every  trace  of  patience 
)s  obliKrated ;  and,  with  the  utrnoft  heat  of  tonper, 
he  chai^  ingratttiide  jutd  tyranny  againft  the 
King.  After  fpending  the  fite  t^  his  refentmcnt 
in  frenzied  ftarts  and  bitter  reproaches,  he  cocde- 
fcends  to  hear  fome  cool  and  pditk  advice  from 
his  coufm  Worce{ler ;  who  pcqnts  out  fome  viih 
dtfirve  meafbres  by  the  path  of  rebellitm,  wbidi  be 
deems  very  pra^cable,  from  powerful  difconeents 
which  a^tate  many  leading  diara£ters  of  ^  realm. 

Piercy's  expeftation  ytanra  from  this  view,  fo 
confonant  to  his  dcfires,  and  he  concludes  the  fiift 
9A  with  a  wifli,  formed  by  woopded  pride,  tod  a 
kind  of  military  enthufiafm. 

At  thecommencementof  diefecond  a£^  twoctf* 
riers  are  introduced,  dirowingibme  very  lowrcfleft- 
ions  upon  thnr  quarters  and  accommqdationa.  After 
having  informed  us  of  thdr  ftatton,  and  that  (hey 
jire  going  to  continue  thdr  journey,  they  mak? 
rpoin  fpr  the  Prince  and  Poijis,  1^  faavii^  te- 
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tnored  FaHkASTs  hoi&  out  of  Ixis  reach,  the  puBcd 
'  knight  comes  on,  almoU  breathld^  with  fatigue^ 
calling  for  tban,  add  dcicrlblog  his  own  cumber- 
fcxne,  painful  iiniadon :  when  they  appear,  he  aiks, 
partly  in  a  peffioo,  and  partj^  fiwthing,  for  his 
horfe.  Gadihill  and  Bardolph  giving  nodce  that 
the  monied  travellers  are  at  hand,  they  take  thdi* 
Ibadons  ^  while  Henry  and  Poins  retire  to  put  on 
their  difguifcs. 

Heaniig  a  furious  noifc  of  "  ftaild,  down  with 
theni,*'  &c.  the  travellers  drop  their  caJ}i,  which  tha 
.  valoroiu  Sir  Jbha  and  his.mirmidons  have  no  ibon- 
er  taken,  than  it  is  taken  from  them  again  by  the 
Prince  and  Poins,  in  buckram  fuits.  This  joculaf 
defign  beisg  happily  executed,  the  victorious  cou- 
ple go  off,  enjoying  their  cheap  conqueil:. 

Hotfpur,  in  £}liloquy,  now  prcTents  himfelf,  pe- 
.  lotfing  a  letter*  on  which  he  makes  fome  whimfical 
comments,  as  the  contents  are  matter  of  exa^ 
frwn  fome  dcliireabte  partiian,  whom  he  expected  to 
join  in  his  enterprize.  In  the  following  fcene  with 
.his  lady,  wluok,  by  the  bye,  is  very  immaterial,  he 
.discovers  much  pecuharity  and  6ightineis  oftem-* 
per  i  Ihe,  with-a  kind  of  childifhnels,  endeavours 
to  wheedle  from  hin),  the  caule  of  manifeft  pertur-^ 
bation,  which,  neverthelefs,  he  declines  communi- 
cating, and  is  anlanner  we  think  utinecelTary  un-' 
genteel,  though  bluntncfs  feems  to  be  a  material 
.  pan  of  his  charaAor. 

We  are  now  cranfplanced  to  the  tavern  in  Eaft- 
'  cheap,  where  the  Prince  and  Poins  appear,  ftiU  en-* 
joyii^  their  adventure^  Henry,  in  the  flow  of  fpi- 
xits,  boafts  an  intimacy  with  a  parcel  of  drawers, 
and  with  Foins's  aHiftance,  plays  upon  the  fimpU-> 
Dddda  cit; 

■u3i.z.iit>'Goog[c 


j88    The  DRAMATIC  CENSOft. 

city  of  one,  in  a  manner  that  m%ht  very  well  be- 
come a  Bartholomew-fiur  droll,  but  is  too  meanly 
farcical  for  the  ftage,  though  ic  feldom  fails  of  z 
laughable  effect. 

After  this  unmeankig  piece  of  buKxmry,  Fal- 
&aff  and  his  crew  are  introduced :  the  knight  fets 
forward  with  a  ftlrious  exclamation  againft  cowards, 
not  forgetting  to  compliment  himfelf,  as  being  one 
of  the  only  three  hopc^  valuable  men  in  England. 
At  length,  he  broadly  infinuatts,  thzt  Henry  is  a- 
mong  the  lift  of  comrds,  but,  upon  getting  a  re- 
buff from  the  Prince,  readily  and  humoroufly  re- 
trads  his  meaning,  yet  continues  the  infinuatioo: 
.  having  mentioned  talung  a  prize  of  a  thoofand 
pounds,  and  its  being  moft  violently  forced  from 
him  again,  he  enters  into  a  very  curious  accouar 
of  his  own  valorous  refiflance,  n^iercin  fuch  cir- 
cumltances  and  contratUftions  occur,  as  muft  di« 
late  the  rig?deft  features. 

After  he  has  gone  through  the  detiul  with  mc^ 
entertaining  prevarication,  the  Prince  en^rs  upon 
his  account,  which  reduces  Falftalf'  to  a  dilemma 
apparently  ineJttricable  j  yet  with  invincible  effiwi' 
tery,  and  quick  addrcfs,  he  exhiHts  a  msRcdy 
ftroke  of  equivocation,  by  obferving,  that  he  knew 
it  was  the  Prince  who  attadced  him,  and  out  ttf 
refpefl:  to  the  blood  roy;U,  would  not  make  any 
refiftance. 

Jufl:  as  this  point  is  dtfcufled,  die  Hoft^  oitns 
in  a  violent  huny,  acquainting  the  Prince,  thai  a 
nobleman  of  the  court  defires  to  fpeak  with  him : 
Falftaff  is  deputed  to  ^ve  him  an  anfwer,  whidt 
charge  he  fpeedily  fulfills,  and  upon  renim,  gives 
fome  hints  of  the  ci>dl  commodom  which  arc  oo 
foot. 
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foot.  The  Hoftds,  again  enters,  and  at^quaints 
them  that  the  Shn'iff  i»  at  the  door,  (kmanding  en- 
trance, to  fearch  for  iomt  men  who  have  cotnmktcd  ■ 
a  robbery.  Falftaft,  confdous,  claims  protection  % 
he  is  ordered  behind  the  arras,  and  the  Sheriff  ad- 
mitted, who,  being  queftioned  of  his  bulineis,  de- 
clares it :  the  knight  being  pliunly  pCHnted  a^ 
Prince  Henry  fcreens  bim,  by  aflerting.  his  abfencc 
upon  bufinefsi  and  that  he  mil  himlelf  undertake 
to  anfwer  any  charge  that  may  be  brought  a^inft 
the  fuppofcd  guilty  perfon. 

The  m^iftrate  being  difpatched,  and  dstn^ 
with  him,  Falftaff  is  heard  fnoring :  the  Prince  ov-- 
ders  Poins  to  pick  his  pocket,  from  whence  he  er- 
tradU  nothing  but  papers ;  one  of  which,  being 
read,  proves  a  curious  tavern  bill,  the  principal  ar- 
tick  of  which  is  an  enormous  quantity  <^  fack. 
Hemy  declares  his  intention  of  going  to  court  ia 
the  momu^,  and  lays,  he  will  not  only  provide  for 
Pttns,  but  procure  FalAaff  a  company  of  fooL 
With  this  ftrange  intention  the  a^  concludes, 
ftrangc,  we  fay,  becaufe  however  Eighty  the  Prince 
might  be  in  his  general  condu£);,  we  cannot  fuppt^ 
that  in  fo  ierious  and  critical  an  aSair  as  civil  war, 
he  would  put  a  proved  polmx>n,  a  known  fcoun- 
drel,  into  commiflion :  but  the  author  found  it  ne- 
cefliuy,  fo  without  any  fcruple  or  apology,  he  has 
bcrificed  royal  prudence  and  decorum,  to  the  pre- 
fervation  and  enlargement  t^his  favorite  character. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  third  a&,  we  End  our- 
^ves  in  the  prefence  chamber  at  Windfor:  the  King 
having  defired  his  nobles  to  retire,  le^res  the  Pr. 
of  Wales  with  much  paternal  feeling,  and  eloquent 
energy ;  his  Ipeeches,  though  fine  and  pithy,  are 
beyond 
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Xjejottd  doubt,  too  laborioudy  long  for  the  aSBi^S 
exprellion :  his  fon's  vindication  of  hiaiielf^  and 
pionufe  of  future  anions,  fuitabk  to  )us  dignity^ 
.fhow  a  fpirited  ienfibility,  which  melts  the  King 
into  a  cordial  reconciliaDon,  who  immediately  gives 
him  an  honourable  command,  and  appoints  the  dxj* 
.  ibr  his  marching  to  meet  the  rebck. 

Sir  John  and  Bardolph  fucceed  this  royal  inter- 
view }  the  fomncr  complains  that  he  finds  himfelf 
in  a  confumptive  ftace,  and  therefore  feems  inclined 
to  fepent  of  his  diflblute  courfes;  but,  upon  Bar- 
dolph's  blaming  him  for  fretting,  reverts  again  to 
vice,  and  jefts  upon  the  red  nofe  of  lus  Bacchana' 
lian  follower.  Seeing  the  Hofleis«  our  fat  knight 
mentions  his  haying  his  pocket  picked,  which  irri- 
tates the  lady  much,  as  being  a  heavy  chai^  againft 
the  credit  of  her  houie :  a  warm  aitcrcadon  enfues« 
in  which  they  both  difplay  confiderablc  ai^itiss. 

He  aflerts  having  loft  a  fcal  ring,  worth  farvf 
-marks,  which  fhe  declares  the  Prince  had  often  toU 
her  was  copper.  This  occafiona  Sif  John  to  utier 
fome  heavy  threats,  but,  upon  feeii^  Heniy,  he 
•turns  the  fubjeft  off  j  however,  Mrs.  Quickly  le- 
folves  to  have  it  handled,  and  to  that  endtcDs  the 
Prince,  that  Falltaff  had  threatened  to  cudgel  hiai> 
This  caufes  a  frefh  and  very  laughable  altcrcatioa, 
in  which  the  knight  is  confiderably  embarr^Ied  i 
however,  his  old  and  conftant  friend  a]uivocation 
ftands  by  him,  till  Henry  fiafhes  convi&ion,  bf 
-declaring,  that  he  was  die  caufe  of  this  ex^^eraied 
robbery,  which  produced  nothing  but  tavern  bfflst 
and  a  halfpenny  worth  of  fugar-candy.  This  ex* 
planation,,  after  a  concefllon  from  FalftafF,  brii^ 
all  roaners  to  a  right  undcr&mding  ^  the  Piinoe 
acquaints 

Dg.l.zedt,,COOg[C 


The  DRAMATICCEN30R.      391 

jKc^aints  his  fat  favorire,  thit  lie  has  procured  hint 
a  charge  of  foor,  then  gives  Bardolph  fome  dif^ 
patches  for  Lord  John  of  Lwicaftcr. 

From  the  fwo  conclufive  lines  of  this  aft,  we 
TCTjr  plainly  perceive  that  FalftafF  is  much  better 
inclined  to  a  tavern  than  militaiy  operations. 

Hotfpur,  Worcefter  and  Douglas,  begin  the 
fourth  aft,  in  Shrcwlbury :  thefonncrcomplimemt 
the  latter  with  generous  terms  of  eftccm.  A  mef^ 
fei^er  brings  fome  letters,  and  the  difag;r«eiU)le  in* 
telligepce,  that  ficknefs  prevents  Picrcy's  faihet 
from  jfHnjng  perfonally  the  common  -  caufe.  Wor- 
cefter feems  to  think  his  abfence  a  great  damp  upoit 
their  emerprize  j  iwmevcr,  Hotfpur,  with  unbatc- 
ing  fpirit,  thinks  it  will  refteft  greater  credit  upon 
,  their  daring  attempt.  Sir  Richard  Vernon  inform* 
them  of  the  powerful  preparations  which  aie 
moving  forwai^s,  to  make  head  againit  them. 
Piercy  enquires  particularly  after  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  which  g^res  Sir  Richard  an  opportunity  of 
defcribtng  him  and  liis  warlike  companions,  with 
very  beautiful  imagery.  This  fires  tjotfpur,  who 
longs  to  enter  the  lifts  ^ainft  fuch  gallant  expo- 
nents, though  qnaflifted  by  his  father  and  Glen- 
dower. 

Sir  John  and  Bardolph  now  appear  upon  their . 
march  to  Coventry :  having  difpatched  his  follower 
for  a  bottle  of  fack,  the  knight,  in  foliloquy,  givet- 
a  moft  diverting  account  of  the  foldiers  he  hat 
picked  vp  I  his  infinuation  of  mifullng  the  king's 
jmt6  money,  we  believe  fits  many  a  recruiting  of- 
ficer. Prince  Henry  coming  on  with  Wcftmorc* 
land,  aflcs  whole  fellows  they  are  that  come  after, 
apd  make  fo  wretched  a  fi^re,  Falftaff  acknow. 
4  ledges 
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kdgcs  them  to  be  his,  and  htunorouQy  conlidns 
thiua  as  merely  food  for  powder,  confequeiuly  good 
enough  for  that  purpofe. 

Hotfpur,  Worcefier,  Dot^Ias  and  Vernon,  again 
come  forward,  debatii^  whether  they  fhall  g^ 
batde  the  fame  night,  or  refer  it  to  another  day. 
Ptercy*s  impatience  wiihes  to  ieize  the  earliefl:  oppor- 
tunity, and  Douglas  fupporu  his  opinion  ;  Vcrnoo 
andWorceftcr  diffcnt.  After  rcafons  urged  on  both 
fides,  it  remains  ftill  an  undetermined  point ;  when 
Sir  Walter  Blunt  addrcfles  them  on  embafly  from 
the  king,  who  fent  by  him  Jbmc  plaudble  criers  of 
pacific  redrels,  in  cale  any  real  grievances  can  be 
made  out.  In  Hotfpur's  reply,  which  b  nervous 
and  circumftantial,  he  accufes  the  king  (^  ambi> 
tion,  duplicity  and  ingratitude,  not  to  be  truftcdi 
however,  he  delires  a  night  to  confider  the  roya] 
propofition,  and  promtfcs  to  fend  a  cat^orical  re- 
ply by  his  uncle  Worceftcr  in  the  morning. 

Our  audior  has  judicioufly  concluded  this  afl 
with  probable  ideas  of  peace,  which  bring  on  nwrc 
fisrceably  the  operations  of  the  next. 

King  Henry,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  a^ 
jgives  audience  in  his  camp  to  Worcefter,  who  reca- 
pitulates the  caufcs  of  complMnt,  which  his  mi- 
jcfty  treats  with  contempt.  The  Prince  «f  Wales, 
perceiving  that  aU  hopes  of  accommadatioi)  tre  v2- 
nifhed,  aiid  that  war  js  to  be  tl^e  arbitrator,  with  a 
gallant  gtncrofity,  propofcs  to  reft  the  general  dil^ 
pure  upon  a  fmgle  combat  between  him  and  Hot- 
fpur.  This  pleafes  the  King,  his  father,  highly ; 
however,  with  humane  condcfcenfion,  he  once  more 
joffers,  upon  fubmilTion;  to  decline  hoIUlitics,  nay, 
.      .  CVCB 
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cTcn  a  renewal  of  royal  favour,  to  Ms  rtfbelHous  op- 
ponents. 

There  U  a  moft  centempnble  piece  of  ftage  buf- 
foonery introduced  here^ which  ought  to  be  repulledt 
not  laughed  at  \  wemeanFalftaff's  fitting  upon  the 
fame  drum  with  the  King,  and  tumbling  dowh 
when  Henry  gets  up^  SitAK£SP£AR.£'S  luxuriant 
humour  needs  no  fuch  pitiful  refources.  FaiftafPs  . 
foliloquy,  where  he  inveftigates  the  meaning  and 
value  of  honour,  is  as  laughable  an  apology  fot 
cowardice  as  ever  was  penned. 

Worcefter,  from  a  fuppofidon  that  the  King's 
finooth  propoHtions  are  founded  in  fallacy,  declines 
acquainting  his  nephew  with  them ;  and,  on  Hot' 
fpur*s  appearance,  mentions  fuch  aggravating  terms 
as  precipitate  a  batdc.  Vernon*s  defcription  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  challenge,  is  delicate  and  gene- 
rous. On  being  told  that  the  royal  army  comes 
forward,  Hotfpur  and  party  go  off  to  meet  them, 
widi  a  truly  martial  fpirit.  Here  alarms  are  heard, 
and  Sir  Walter  Blunt  is  flain  by  Douglas.  A  good 
deal  of  the  Ikirmiihing  introduced  by  Shake-* 
spEA&E,  is  properly  omitird  in  reprefcntation. 

The  fat  knight  has  another  foliloquy,  atld 
though  horribly  nightened,  preferves  his  humour  ; 
the  giving  him  a  bottle  of  fack  in  a  pif^I  holftef, 
is  whimfically  charadleriftic.  While  Hotfpur  and 
die  Prince  of  Wales  arc  engaged,  he  comcS  00  va- 
pburing,  but  feeing  Douglas,  falls  down  as  tf  dead. 
When  Hotfpur  has  yielded  his  breath  to  his  vifto- 
rious  ccwnpetitor  for  glory,  the  generous  conqueror 
pays  an  exprcflive  and  pathetic  compliment  to  his 
qualifications  ;    feeing  his   old  companion   Jack 
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prollrate,  fie  fpealcs  of  his  fall  with  fricndlj- 
though  hidicrous  regret. 

,  The  coaft  being  clear,  our  prudent  khight  jgeo 
'up*  rgoicJng  in  bis  own  fifety,  and  applauding  the 
means  of  it.  The  fight  of  Kcrcy,  though  dead, 
touches  him  with  frelh  panic  ;  however,  he  cofleSs 
refolution  enough  to  make  hitn  fure,  and  giving 
him  a  wound  in  the  thigh,  declares  his  refolution  to 
claim  the  honour  of  killing  him.  Here  the  Prince 
of  Wales  returns,  with  his  brother  Prince  John  of 
Lancafter.  Seeing  Falftaff  with  Hotfpur  on  his 
back,  he  is  furprized,  and  b  ftill  more  fo  at  Sir 
John's  aflerting  hunfelf  to  be  the  conqueror  of 
Hotfpur  i  however,  he  good-naturedly  inclines  to 
countenance  his  humour,  and  the  knight  lUgs  (^ 
his  honourable  burden. 

King  Henry,  after  fentencLng  Worceftcr  and 
Vernon  to  death,  declares  his  intention  of  purftnng 
rebellion  through  all  its  haunts,  and  thus  the  play 
.concludes. 

Though  we  do  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  tra^- 
comedy  to  be  the  moft  heterogenious  produftioh 
;that'ever  entered  the  human  ima^nation,  yet  we 
muft  contend  that  our  author  has  in  this  piece 
made  ic  as  pardonable  and  probable  as  a  union  fo 
'  unnatural  would  admit.  In  the  tragic  fcenes  there 
isgreat  dignity  and  fire  of  exprefTion  ;  in  the  comic 
ones,  unparalleled  pleafantry.  The  plot,  thot^ 
void  of  unities,  has  a  face  of  regularity,  and  keeps 
attention  agreeably  employed  through  the  whole. 

As  to  charafters,  we  find  Henry  cool,  politic  and 
rcfolute,  well  fuited  to  his  elevated  ftation ;  in  per- 
formance, little  more  is  requlfite  than  imporranoe 
I  ,of 
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of  deportmont,  and.propnety  of. declamation.  Mr. 
Sp AK  Ks,  in  the  former  was  fHiHy  mechanical,  in  the 
latter>  irkfomely  laborious  ;  yet  Jhewed  more  t^erit 
in  the  firft  fccne  with  -Piercy,  than  ahj*  othfif  per- 
former within  our  notice-  Me.'  Gibson,  is  un- 
doubtedly a  burthea  to  himfelf  in  this  part,  cohfc- 
quentiy  can't  fit  very  light  on  the  eyes,  ears  of  feel- 
ings, of  an  audience.  Mr,  Bannister, is  bettCf 
than  cither.  ' 

The  Prince  of  "Wales  is  totally  made  up  of  light 
and  Ihade,  his  diilipated  ftate  and  fljameful  compa- 
mons,  render  -him  an  objeift  of  contempt  ^.liut  his 
maitial  fpirit,  when  called  upon,  and  his  real  cour 
r^ge,  fo  happily  tempered  with  generofity,  pteient 
him  to  vieik  a  very  eftunable  character.  As '  a  rakt 
lie  is  pleafant,  as  a  hero  ftriking ;  in  th6  tavern  '. 
a  triflcT,  but  in  thfc  field  important.  Mr.  Ryan 
had  an  cafe  in  this  mad-cap  prince,  which 
.  prefented  him  in  a  very  agreeable  manner.  Mi*. 
JPai^meb.  did  the  comic  part  well,  but  was  egrC'- 
gioully  deficient  itt  the  ferious'  fcenes.  Mr.  CaXi- 
TH£RLy  is  boyilh  at  firft,  and  infipid  at  laft.  We 
do  not  rccolleA  any  perfon  better  calculated  to  do 
the  charadter  general  jufticc  than  Mr.  Smith,  ht  is 
^ell  .adapted  by  nature  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the 
gentleman  and  prince. 

Hqtfpur  is  marked  a  very  peculiar  chafafter, 
€xa£Uy  anfwering  our  author's  defcription  of  a  fol- 
dicr  in  As  vou  like  it,  "jealous  of  honour,  fudden 
and  quick  in  quarrel ;"  an  endiufiaftic  admirer  of 
.fame,  who  enters  the  lifts  of  rebellion,  rather  from, 
ill  founded  refentmcnt  than  any  ambitious  viciw  ; 
however  his  caufe  deferves  cehfure,  the  original  mo- 
tive of  it  admits  trf  fome  defence  s  while  his  fpi- 
E  e  e  2  riled 

u3i.zi,iit>,CoogIe 


59«    The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR. 

Himjiit  fiant, 

Htpd  condud  commands  applaufe,  and  his  fall  de- 
mands pity  from  ?vcrjr  generous  mind. 

A  maitial  figure,  wirh  grca?  voluble  powers,  arc 
the  rcquiflces  for  this  character ;  we  have  heard  one 
Mr.  pE(,ANE  much  fpoke  of,  but  have  too  faint  an 
idea  to  corroborate  report.  Mr.  Barry  we  often 
;it;terided  with  great  plearure,.hls  externals  pleaded 
powerfully  for  him,  and;heffiewed  many  capital 
(tropes ;  but  in  the  laft  fccnc  of  the  firft  aft,  was  re- 
markably deficient  -,  the  breaks  and  tranfitioat 
vantcd  eflential  fpirit  and  variety. 

Mr.Mossop  has 'power  well  iuitcd  to  Hotli>w, 
but  haying  lefs  cafe  and  more  famenefs  than  Mr. 
^ARKv^'ls  confequcntly  lels  pleafing.  Mr.  Smith, 
'who  indeed  is  feldom  any  thing  but  Mr.  Smith, 
can  riever  do  the  gallant  Piercy  juftice  ;  had  Mr. 
Gahrick,  martial  confequence,  his  other  requiihe; 
WQuld  fiirpafs  all  competition,    ^ 

The  other  tragedy  parts  we  don't  Efficiently  re- 
CpUeifl  for  cridcifiii ;  indeed,  they  afford  no  great 
Opportvinity  for  confpicuous  merit  (o  fliew  itfclf. 

Fajftdff  is,  beyond  doubt,  one  of  the  moft  luxu- 
riwt  productions  that  ever  fpruhg  from  humai 
Iniaginatjon  \  a  character  fo  inimitably  drawn, 
that  by  the  force  of  irrefiftable  humour,  we  are  led 
•  pot  only  to  forgive  the  unprincijJed  knight,  but 
'even  to  view  him  as  an  objeft  of  fingular  regard. 
There  is  not  a  fentence  he  utters  but  feafts  atten- 
t?ntion.  The  author  has  in  this  part  Ihewn  moft 
powerful'  originality,  and  "Mr-  QyiN  was  in 
the  reprefcntation  of  him  a  true  difciple  of  Mo^ 
mus  i  his  comely  countenance,  his  expreffive  ey^ 
his  ha^py  fwell  of  voice,  and  his  natural  im-: 
pOitance  of  de|K)rtment,  all  vniud  to  make  up  a 
tpolt 
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moft  chafraSeriftic^piece  of  ading.  To  point  out 
one  ftrc^e  where  fuch  uniformity  of  merit  adorned 
the  whole,  may  fcem  fuperfluous  -,  yet  it  would  be 
ingratitude  to  the- remarkable  pleafure  we  feltircnn 
unufual  excellence,  not  to  mention  that  palTage, 
where  Falftaff*8  lies  about  the  battle  and  budc- 
ram  men,  are  pinched  To  clofe,  that  he  has  no 
no  refuge  but  the  very  unqcpe&ed  one  of  pretend- 
ing that  he  knew  the  concealed  aflailants^  and 
therefore  conlidered  the  whole  matter  as  a  joke. 
There  was  in  this  place  fuch  a  glow,  of  feature  and 
ezpreflion,  as  we  fhall  never  fee  equalled; 

Mr.  Berry  was  a  deplorable  falling  off,  as  heavy 
ftnd  unmeaning  as  a  bare  repetition  of  the  words 
would  admit.  Mr.  Shuter's  common  fault,  that 
of  bnng  too  comical,  lies  much  againft  him  in  the 
coipulent  knight.  Mr.  Love  is  certainly  correft, 
and  Itands  next  in  our  idea  to  Mr.  Quin,  His  ii- 
gxire,  features,  eyes  and  manner,  are  agreeable  to 
criticirm ;  but  we  wiQi  him  a  little  more  animation, 
^little  of  that  luxuriance  which  Mr.  Shuter  has 
too  much  of.  Foins  is  well  ^plied  by.  Mr. 
Packer. 

It  is  almoft  needlels  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  la-  ' 
dies,  they  are  fo  trifling  :  Lady  Picrcy  is  the  very 
fimpleton  of  tragedy,  totally  urdefs,  and  unenter- 
taining ;  we  have  iecn  Mrs.  Woffinctoh,  Mrs. 
Bellamv,  Mrs.  Hamilton,  and  Mrs.  Palmer, 
daudle  on  for  this  part,  vnthout  being  able  to  dif— 
cover  any  fuperiority  of  merit,  fo  very  infipid  is  the 
compofitioni  indeed,  were  it  not  to  compliment 
Hotfpur,  an  indifferent  a£trcfs  would  fuit  it  better 
l&ati  a  firlt  rate  one;  becaufe  the  former  would 
probably  take  fomc  pains,  while  the  latter  muft  un- 
doubtedly defpife  fo  ungracious  an  undertaking. 

The 
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The  Hoftbfs»  for  wh}u  ftie  j||i7B«  is  vffi  ddine- 
ated  J  Mrs.  Macklin  nude  Iw  ^fipear  to  great 
sdvant^,-  and  wc  are  fufficieiuty  pleafed  wiifa 
Mrs.  FiTT,  aod  Mrs.  Bhadshaw. 

From  wh^  we  have  faid  k  wiU  evideatly  follow, 
that  the  author  of  this  jMy,  thotigh  he  has  mam- 
fefted  gredt  abiUties  in  the  compoTition,  for  wan<  <^ 
&male  choraders  and  femUiar  incidents,  haf 
greatly  abated  the  fuccefs  o^  it  on  the  ft^^  |  $-if 
hdkb  have  the  fame  relifh  for  Jf alftafi^s  rhodonioii> 
tades  that  <^een  Ebzabech,  ha^.  In  the  ck&t  jt 
muft  ever  pkafe  fubftandal  taOie. 
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A  Traczdy  :    By  CoNCREvii 


Wi 


E  arc  tt^  that  the  ingenious  parent  of  this 
tragedy,  was  four  years  finiffiing  it,  an  old  adage, 
%mfying,  that  too  much  cook«y  fpoils  the  broth, 
here  ftrikes  us,  and  we  wilh  it  may  not  be  vwified 
by  the  prefent  ob^eft  of  conCderation ;  but  as  we 
have  hitherto  avoided  anticipation  of  judgment,  let 
examination  firfltake  place,  and  candor,  as  hereto^ 
■fore,  decide. 

The  Mourning  Bride  begins  ■mth  fome  very 
happy  lines,  ^ken  by  Almeria.  By  the  fccne  be- 
tween her  and  her  confidante  Leonora,  which  is  too 
diffufc  and  profix,  we  find,  that  the  Princefs's  father, 
Manuel,  had  depofed  Kjng  Anfelmo,  to  whofe  fon 
Alphonfo,  Jhe  had  been  married  unknown  to  her 
fadier ;  we  are  alfo  informed,  in  a  very  poeticd, 
but  unnatural  manner,  that  Alphonfo,  flying  with 
hb  bride  from  Manuel's  fiiry,  was  wrecked,  and  in 
her  idea  loft  for  ever-;  hence  Almeria's  dHbefs, 
iririch  flieexprefles  emphatically. 

Shouts  of  triumph  are  heard  :  after  Almeria^ 
refolving- to  vifit  the  tomb  of  Anfelmo,  Gonzales 
enters.  From  him  we  receive  a  pompous  account 
of  King  Manuel's  triumphant  entry:  the  Prihctrfs 
hears  of  her  father's  fucceis  with  cold  indifference*; 
die-old  ftatelinan  hints  his  foii  Garcia's  devotion  of 
heart 
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heart  for  Almcria,  but  tljat  fubjeft  is  intemipad 
hj  the  vi&onous  monarch's  approach. 
.  Manuel  feeing  his  daughter  and.her  train  in  the. 
fable  weeds  of  mourning,  while  fplendor  and  jo^ 
gild  every  other  part  of  his  palace  and  kingdom, 
confiders  her  luigularity  as  a  mark  of  diirefpe£t,and 
checks  her  in  fcvere  terms.  She  apologizes,  by 
faying,  flie  keeps  that  day  as  the  anniverfary  of  her 
deliverance  from  Ihipwreck.  This  vague  excufe, 
rather  irritates  than  foftens  the  King,  who  orders 
her  from  his  fight,  enjoining  a  change  of  dre£. 
We  think  this  order  fhould  be  complied  with  in  the 
remainder  of  the  play,  as  certainly  a  perfon  of  Ma- 
nuel's violent  temper,  would  have  rcfented  in  cx- 
prefs  terms,  a  frefh  inftance  or' continuance  of  dilb- 
bedience ;  we  don't  remember  to  have  feen  this 
point  obferved  upon  the  ftage. 

A^  the  Princefs  is  going  off,  Garcia  puts  in  his 
claim  ',  which  Manuel  confirms,  by  ^ving  his 
daughter's  hand,  and  appoints  the  next  day  ioc 
their  nuptials.  This  fudden,  irrefiftable  ftroke,  o- 
verwhelms  Almeria  with  a  fainting  fit,  by  which  Hie 
gets  clear  for  the  prefent. 

Alonzo  here  acquaints  the  King,  that  his  lovely 
captive  Zara,  the  Moorifh  Queen,  is  arrived.  Be- 
fore her  entrance,  fome  intunation  is  given  of  Of- 
myn's  charafter.  Zara  is  received  by  her  con- 
queror, not  onlv  with  benevolent,  but  amorous  po- 
litenefs,  which  fhe  receives  with  haughty  refervci 
however,  the  monarch  refolving  to  perfevere,  frees 
.  her  with  his  own  hand,  tlien  addreffcs.C^biyn,  who 
icplies  with  enigmatical  fuUennels. 

Zan 
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Zara,  fearful  of  any.ill  confequence,  apologizes 
for  him,  by  imputing  his  concern  to  having  loft, 
in  the  contiifion- of  battle,  a  valued  friend  called 
Heli. ,  Ttw  King  orders  fearch  to  be  made  for 
him,  and  concludes  the  adt  with  a  rapturous  decla-~ 
ration  of  hJs  paffion  in  fome  tolerable  lines,  if  they 
did  not  rhime. 

The  fccond  ai5t  be^s  mth  Garcia,  Perez  and, 
HcU,  in  fearch  of  Ofmyn.  1  they  get  I^ht  of  him 
gliding  acrofs  the  Ifle  of  a  Temple.  Heli  intreats 
to  follow  his  friend  alone :  when  they  are  gone  off, 
Almeria  and  Leonora  come  forward;  the  latter 
feels  very  natural,  womaniih  fear,  at  being  amidft  fo 
awful  and  terrifying  a  fcene  1  but  the  former,  made 
desperate  by  grief,  feems  to  enjoy  the  horrors  of  fo 
gloomy  a  place.  Having  gained  the  tomb  of  An- 
felmo,  Jhe  perceives,  with  furprize,  the  iron  and 
marble  gates  open :  after  making  an  addrefs  to 
the  grave,  as  a  refuge  from  care,  and  confequently  , 
the  feat  of  peace,  Qie  mounts  her  fancy  in  very 
bombaft  terms  to  Harry  orbs,  milky  ways,  liquid 
light,  and  feats  of  blifs ;  mere  poedcal  trumpery, 
when  thus  made  ufe  of. 

After  feveral  emphatic  repetitions  of  Alphonfo's 
name,  he,  in  the  habit  and  charafter  of  Ofmyn, 
rifcs  frcMn  his  father's  tomb  ;  fo  unexpefted  an  ob- 
je£t  ftrikes  the  Princefs  with  aftonifhment,  tliat 
brings  on  another  fainting  fit :  he  endeavours  to 
call  her  fenfation  .  back,  while  Heli  enters  unob- 
ierved  by  him.  Ac  length,  being  reftored  aiid 
convinced  of  her.huiband's  identity,  terms  of  the 
moft  endearing  nature  are  interchanged  ;  but  our 
author  has  certainly  rendered  the  fcene  heavy,  by 
extending  it  too  far :  he  feems  to  have  confulted 

Vol.  II.  F  f  f  the 
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the  indutgence  of  his  owii'genias>  more  dian  lumire 
and  the  »fe  of  attmdon. 

Perceiving  Anwnio,  known  by  the  name  of  Hc- 
li,  their  fatisfaftion  is  confiderabiy  encicafed; 
while  they  are  employed  in  mutu^  congrstulstums 
upon  fo  unexpeded  a  meeting,  Leonora  peroeiTq 
Ibme  peribns  in  fluning  garments  croffii^  the  iBt, 
whom  Heli  difcovers  to  be  Zara  and  Sdim :  her 
ill-placed  paffion  for  Otmyn  is  mentjontfd  »  Al- 
meria,  and  he  requefb,  f<x  mutrial  fafcty,  diat  the 
^incefe  nuy  retire,  which  ftie  does. 

Previous  to  Zara's  entrance,  Ofinyn  rtiflefla  tip- 
An  the  penury  of  light,  which  only  admits  cjEUakii' 
Objefts,  and  thofe  through  ncccflity.  This  is  not 
unnatural  for  a  lover^  cztrav^ant  ideas,  but 
though  eommcfn  fenfe  admits  the  great  Ixitode  and 
Superiority  of  mental  pcrceprion,  we  are  not  n> 
throw  a  kind  of  j^uk^bphical  contempt  on  fyA 
refined  organization  as  die  -foorcc  of  Tifem :  bat 
Idvc  and  reafon  fovoylcldommeet,  diu  this  pxt 
fage,  rhoi^h  it  might  be  fpaicd,  iievertlide&  fttods 
in  fbme  meafurejuftifiablc. 

Zara,  urged  on  by  her  violent  pftffitHi  fix  'Ae 
Aoble  captive,  pwlucs  Mm  even  tt> the  ^owny-re- 
gion  of  death.  Seeing  him  in  a  ftateof  deep,  and 
to  her  regardlefs  contemplation,  flic  upbrads  Urn, 
with  flighting  the  aifeftion  flw  has  ftcwn  -for  Hm, 
and  urges  fome  powerful  proo^  Oflove.  In  ■iSAi 
fcene,  the  lady  difcovers  more  romamjc  warmth 
than  delicacy  of  feeling,  and  cafts  off  every  cbkc 
of  becomii%  pride  :  Iheofiers,  thitn^h  her  influ- 
ence over  Manud,  to  give  him  Kierty,  -whidv 
knowing  her  terms,  he  declines.  This  rauIes-)Kr 
to  the  rage  of -a  difappointed,female,  drtflaiped-wift 
-jeikttfy» 
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jealomir,  and  &e  itfolyes  to  irritate  Manud  ^ainft 
bim. 

Juft  at  this  crifis,  the  amorous  monarch  enters  % 
who,  hearing  that  Ofmyn  dares  to  be  a  rival,  orders 
him  to  prifon  and  puniQiment :  then  concludes 
with  a  boyifh  obfervadon,  that  love  is  the  maia 
^ring  of  life. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  third  aft,  we  meet  Of- 
myn, a  prifoner,  ruminating  upon  the  tranAticHi 
icata  his  father's  tomb  to  an  ign(»ninious  dungeon. 
He  reads  a  paper,  found  in  his  cell,  which,  by  the 
by,  is  very  uooaturally  thrown  into  blank  rerfe  :• 
this  fcroll  appears  to  be  a  tender,  fupplicatory  ad- 
dreis  to  heaven,  £-om  bisde-ceafcd  father  Aofiilmo, 
for  his  deliverance  and  proteftion  ;  one  word  being 
torn  offt  cau&s«ii  abrupt  concIuGon,  and  OGnyM 
moralizes  on  that  clrcuoiftance,  in  a  firange,  per- 
plexed manner. 

At  laft,  he  comes  upon  tlie  point  of  eternal  ju£- 
Q«|hThich,.i»twithftanding  the  profefled  privilege 
of  thinkii^  he  leaves  juft  as  he  finds  it :  we  agre^ 
with  our  author,  that  thought  precedes  the  will  ta 
tbiok,  but  cannot  own  that  error  lives,  ere  rea&ii 
can  be  borni  or  that  re^on,  thoufjh  a  fallible,  cap 
jvfily  ^  deemed  a  mere  twinkling  light,  iboling 
xhefi^iower. 

Whitfield  hiaiiclf,  nor  any  bdicr  en^ufiall^ 
could  have  ^vcn  a  more  unworthy  piifture  of  hu- 
injui  BfttuFc*s  foiemoit  attribute  :  Hdi  conies  <^ 
pominely  to  break  this  chain  cf  £aikt  or,  at  lea^ 
IMCbalphilo^hy. 

Obkrving  duu  he  has  gained  admiSion  by  Al- 

AMria's  inSuencc  over  the  gu^d,  Ofmyn  enquires 

how  ibe  is,  and  whether  he  may  hope  to  lee  her : 

Pffa  being 
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being  anfwercd  affirmadTcly  refpeding  tHe  laft 
point,  he  exprcffes  fears  for  her  puribing  mi^for- 
tunes  in  his  peifon.  The  following  companion  of 
hitnfelf  to  chafFt  is  abominably  far  fetched  ; 

One  drivea  about  the  world  like  blaftcd  leaves 
And  chaff,  the  fport  of  adrcrfe  winds ;  till  late 
At  length  impriron'd  in  Tome  cleft  of  rock. 
On  eaiCh  it  tells,  and  rots  to  Tilent  duft. 

Hcli  offers  fiiendly  confolation,  and  acquaints 
him,  that  there  are  difordei^  ripening  in  the  ftatc, 
which  hang  as  a-  ftorm  over  the  head  of  Manuel, 
and  promife  fair  in  Ofmyn's  favour.  This  r^ca 
-tTie  noble  captive's  fpirits,  and,  for  a  momentj  he 
fancies  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  conquering  army  j 
'which  idea  of  exultarion  is  foon  turned  into  r^;e, 
on  feeling  the  reftridion  of  his  chains  :  his  friend 
judicioufly  recommendsamoderation  of  fuchviolent 
feelings,  and  advifes,  at  leaft  in  appearance,  an  a- 
batcment  of  his  averfion  to  Zara ;  adding  a  d4|e, 
that  he  may  caft  his  main  hopes  upon  providence. 

Hell  going  off,  Oftnyn,  in  foliloquy,  accufes  him- 
felf for  queftioning  the  impartial  care  of  heaven,  in 
temporal  difpenfations ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  bla- 
zons his  father's  piety  in  that  refpeA.  We  arc 
forry  to  find  in  a  fpeech  of  fuch  moral  and  religious 
intend&n,  the  Book  of  Prefcience  mendoned  j  as  it 
immediately  draws  the  thinking  mind  into  an  idea 
of  predeftination,  which  we  deem  the  mxA  uncom- 
fortable opinion  that  human  nature  can  fufUin. 
The  paflage  we  here  objeft  to,  reminds  us  of  four 
lines  in  one  of  Drvdzn's  plays,  which  fccm  to  us 
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"thcoiijicft  flight  of  fpeculative  fancy,  thaj.ever  was 
committed  (b  paper : 

If  fate  be  not,  then  how  can  we  fotefee  ? 
Or  how  can  we  <ivoid  it  if  it  be  ? 
Whether  we  drive,  or  whether  we  are  driven. 
All  ill  belongs  to  us  j  all  goqfl  to  hcav'n. 

What  a  fpacious  and  intricate  fcope  offpecula-' 
tion,  do  the  two  firft  lines  propofe  ?  how  vague  and 
uniatisfaftory  a  ccwne  off,  do  we  find  the  two  laft 
exhibit? 

Zara  entmng,  covered  wit^  a.  vril,  is  miftaken 
by  Ofmyn  for  Almeria,  and  theatre  tenderly  ad- 
dreffed  :  upon  perceiving  his  mifrake,  he  manifefti 
furprize,  which  betrays  feelings  no  way  confonant 
to  the  Mooriih  Queen's  wilhes.  This  caufes  her 
agun  to  upbiaid  him,  though  in  tender  terms  ( 
at  the  fame  time,  ihe  pities  his  mournful  fituation,  . 
and  feems  painfully  to  confidcr  herfelf  as  the  caufe 
of  it :  his  reply  is  g^erous,  but  his  exculpation  of 
her,  by  bringing  in  fate  as  the  fource  of  his  woes^ 
is  blameable. 

Exprcffing  a  wifli  that  he  had  not-  been  a  Have, 
particularly  at-  fuch  a  time,  the  enamoured  Queen 
promifes,  ere  the  rife  of  mom,  to  procure  him  Uv 
berty :  the  account  flie  gives  of  love  forcing  hit 
eye-balls  abroad,  at  the  dead  hour  of  night,  is  a 
ftrained,  unnatural  efFufion  of  fancy. 

When  Zara  retires,  Ofinyn  pronounces  a  fliort 
taulogium  upon  her  internal  virtues,  and  external 
charms  ;  yet  ccwicludes  with  confidcring  her,  from 
the  violence  of  paffions,  as  an  objeit  more  to  be 
leared  than  loved :  here  Almeria  appears,  whom 
be  receives  wi;h  the  utmoft  tranfport,  though  in- 
(umbring 
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ciunbring  chains  damp  his  tender  ^wlings  ^  to  be  a 
captive  without  probable  hope  of  -Enlargement, 
ftings  his  heart.  The  Princeis  ftrives  to  footh  his 
.  pangs,  yet  is  too  jfcnfibic  of  them  to  check  her  melt- 
ing Jympathy. 

Sevefal  Ipeeches  which  occur  between  this  di- 
ftrelled  pair,  are  totally  in  the  bombaft  ftile ;  par- 
licuiarly  where  Ofmyn  puts  in  prafttce  that  ccm- 
teoiptibk  ftage  ^rick,  dalhing  w  the  gnimid  ■,  vai 
iSat  defciiption  of  (he  sfTedtis  defp^ir  k  like  to  hare 
on  him,  is  highly  offenfive.  In  Ihort,  thb.wh(rf« 
icane,  though  oi  pathdtic  tendeocj,  is  id  isipofition 
tfoa  nature ;  tiqua^y  injurious  co  kunuiicy  and 
4ltKnmon  Icnfe; 

WbUe  they  are  funk  into  a  ftate  <^  undjfceniii^ 
^f£,  Zera  ic*enca^  ^oducii^  the  King's  figoec 
{for  O&iyn's  liberation  :  being  requested  by  Pcrcx, 
Captain  of  the  Guard,  to  ftop  till  the  Prinocfi  is 
mttfedi,  hex  Moorifli  majeity  catches  the  ^eam  of 
jealeufy.  Oiaiya  perceiving  her,  conducts  Almeiia 
^,  rnunuflg  thaaks  foe  the  coaddccndiiig  Dodcc 
Qie  has  been  pleaie^o  take  of  an  unkDomicwfnvc. 

Zarajiaes  thrau^qiis  diOimuliUien,  aad  addtcflei 
Jilm  in  cerffls  which  are  a  very  fmaU  degree  i^bove 
3i£agfgace  -,  ibr  which  we  think  the  author  ht^i^ 
Jlilameable,  fince  a  royal  chara^r,  though  as  fi^ 
jei^  to  the  unculy  pafOons  as  th(^e  of  lower  ilatiai^ 
fliould  ftill  maintain  a  (msbie  dignity  of  fcndoiCDC. 

AfKr  indulging  her  fury  in  rqiraaches,  &e  or< 
«tars  the  guard,  not  i»ly  to  caabae  Jitoi  tatm 
/firi&ly,  but  «e  vracch  that  be  makes  no  ancoipcac 
fi:lf-deftrudion.  Thea  concludes  the  aft.  wtthcn 
cbicrv^on,  which  we  take  to  be  very  weU  gratudt 
.«d>  that  there  is  noching  morcilangerDVH'Cbw  love 
3  tunjed 
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nimed  into  haticd,  nor  any  thing  more  vindi&ivc 
than  an  amoroas,  jealom  voinan  fconied. 

Zara  and  Selim  open  die  fourth  a&i  hy  what 
pailes  between  them,  we  find  that  &»  has  deeply 
incenled  the  King,  and  that  Maituefa  ng^  has  re- 
cavcd  frelh  foel  from  (boie  accounts  of  a  rerok 
amongft  h»  troops,  and  the  flight  of  Heli,  with 
£>ine  other  pet^sof  diftittdaoo.  Being  told  that 
the  fate  of  Oftnyn,  even  fin-  immediate  execution*. 
R  6ptid,  die  Qufien.  nkntt,  and  fslbhuss  to  defer 
his  death.  The  agiratioas  ofa  female  mkid  in  iavm, 
are  here  well  delcribed  ;  the  curbulenoe  of  ra^ 
and  hate  give  way  tofbiFtDr  f>affi(in&,  which  jb.ciri* 
cuatftaticed  we  bdie<re  natnrai  enaagh,  even  ta  » 
wage. 

Puzzled  to  lind  probable  means  «f  iavingito 
man  flie  loves,  we  hear  her  threaten  dK  eunnob 
Selim  with  inftant  death,  unlels  he  fa^efts  ibitie*. 
tiling  for  her  pwpofe  :  acthiscmgence  he  advi&B 
her  net  to  dilcover  any  chang;e  in  favour  afOHnyii, 
but  to  FCt^ueft  that«xeoiiaoQ  nay  be  done  spcn 
the  Robie  prifoner  in  pnvaie,  and  by  ber  imites, 
w  ifttppofing  die  royal  guard'to  ix  Imbed.  Here 
Manuel  conies  forward,  doeming  ibme  vebeiUious 
leaders  to  {kath  :  by  wtat  .QotBoles  intimates  to 
Che  Kingt  we  Bnd'fome imporfoftinfarmatioa^haB 
been  received  that  Alphonfo  is  ftill  alive ;  <hy  ccou 
{HtMCiVe  circumftances  Sara  difcMwrs  -that  Ofmyn 
k  Alphonfo. 

Thk  caufes  frtifh  anxiety,  as  his  i£axe  feems  iob- 
vitdtaei  ftowcver,  fhejcfolves,  at  all  events,  to.  at- 
tempt his 'pivrei'?<a(iott  ;  fer-this'purpofe.  Hie  urges 
Ae  neeeflity  of'his  -dl«ath,>ahdifiiameS'a>deceptix:p 
tale,  importing  thAt  >fhe'tanMR  of  a^tritdeile^^ple 
between 
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between  Alphonfo,  Heli,  and  Ofmyn.     This  gains 

Zara  confidence  with  Manuel,  w:ho  readily  falls 

into  her  fcheoK  of  having  him  put  to  death  by  the 

mutes,  and  feons  highly  fenfible  of  the- obligation 

conferred  by  the  zeal  Ihc  (hews  for  his  iniereftiip- 

.  on  lb  important  an  occafion.     Orders  in  confe' 

■  quence  of  this  arrangement  are  given,  that  no  pcr- 

lon  Oiall  have  admittance  to  the  Captive  Moor,  but 

.  fuch  perfons  as  have  authority  from  Zara. 

In  the  recoUe£tion  of  her  jealous  feelings,  fhe 
throws  in  a  fufpicious  hbt,  that  even  the  Frlncefs 
muft  not  be  allowed  to  vifit  him.  G<Mizates,  with 
the  true  penetration  of  a  prat^ifed  politician,  fuf- 
pefts  the  Moorifh  Queen's  fincerity,  from  fo  parti- 
cular and  fo  emphatic  an  interdiction.  Upon 
hihong  the  matrcr,  Zara  inadvertently  (lips  out 
that  Ihe  had  heard  of  an  interview  between  Ofmyn 
and  Almeria :  this  fires  the  King's  refencment,  to 
which  fiic  gives  an  artful  turn,  and  retires,  under 
pretence  of  preparing  her  minillcrs  for  the  execution 
of  O&iyn.  No  fooner  is  Ihe  retired  than  Gonzales 
men^ons  his  doubts  in  explicit  terms  to  the  Kin^ 
vho  for  fome  time  confiders,  her  as  a  fanguine 
Aiend  ;  but  being  awaked  from  the  lethargy  of' 
confidence,  at  length  fees  with  the  eyes  <^  unpre- 
judiced caution,  and  fires  at  the  thought  of  his 
daughter's  difobedient  infidelity. 

At  this  unlucky  crifis  the  diftrefied  Frinccls 
comes  before  her  father,  who  indulges  his  rage,  and 
k>3ds  her' with  reproach  for  the  myfterious  and  ill- 
dnied  grirf  ftic  wears  •,  his  paffion  throws  ha-  into 
ftiU  greater  confiifion  of  mind,  and  this  her  intern- 
perature  he  concludes  to  be  proof  of  fome  hidden, 
dangerous  guilt.  At  length,  the  IGi^'s  meotkm 
'  that 


Dg.l.zedt,,COOgle 


The  pRAMATIC  CENSOR.     40^ 

M^Kimg  BriJl. 

thac  Iw  knows  w^Ofmynts,  throws  her  into  a.  ftate 
of  mentaJ  agony,, bordering  on  defpcraiion,  and 
&c  drops  fomc  hints  rLipeftiag  her  hufband  i 
which,  but  that  they  are  tieemcd  ciie  offspring  of 
diftra^go,  mud  caufe  the  ruin  of  all  her  dearcft 
hopes. 

Another  cohveiuem  fainting  bout  is  introduced, 
which  rather  checks  the  fubjed.  After  fome  dis^ 
jointtd  flights  on  her  fide,  the  King  orders  her  to  ' 
be  taken  care  of  as  an  iofane  ot^edt }  when  her  fa- 
ther retires,  Gonzales  endeavours  to  footh  Almcria's 
grief,  which  increafes  to  fuch  an  height,  that  Ihe 
explains  at  jFuU  the  fecret  of  Ofmyn's  being  AU 
phonfo  i  then  impelled  by  the  force  of  a  frenzied 
imaginaticHi,  runs  off,  fuppofing  (he  hears  herfclf 
fummoncd  by  the  mournful  found  of  Alphonfo's 
dying  voice. 

Gonzales  finding  a  fifft  hulband  in  the  way  to 
impede  his  fon's  progrefs  to  royalty,  by  marriage 
with  the  Princeis,  deliberates  how  he  may  beft  work 
his  own  ambiuous  views  for  the  aggrandifement  of 
his  family :  he  fears  to  tell  t)ie  King  of  the  difc<K 
very  he  has  made,  leaft  paternal  feelings  Ihould 
work  him  to  a  reconciliauon ;  the  captive  Queen 
he  alfo  apprdiends  danger  from,  on  account  sf  her 
fecret  attachment. 

Ac  length  he  refolves,  without  ofiening  his  de- 
fign  any  farther  than  by  ordering  Atonzo  to  procurd 
him'thedrefs  of  a  mute  ;  with  thisj  and  an  intima- 
tion that  Alphonfo  mud  be  flain,  he  concludes  th^ 
eft,  averting  alfo  his  refolution  to  place  the  crown 
'  at  all  events  on  Garcia's  head. 

At  the  bc^ning  of  the  fifth  a£t  we  meet  thd 
King,  rather  difturbed  that  Zara,  nor  any  of  her 
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attendants  are  to  be  found.  Jvift  as  Porez  ts  gic- 
ing  an  account  how  Olinyn  is  bound  to  earth  wkb 
double  chains,  a  mute  appears,  who,  on  fight  of 
TManuei,  retires  precipitately.  Alonzo  is  dUpacched 
to  fetze  Jiim,  on  account  of  bis  haviog  di&ovcrad 
fuch  diforder,  and  concealed  fomewhat.  in  his  bo- 
fom ;  Alonzo  qui'ckly  recurns  with  a  paper,  and 
information  that  the  mute  had  ftabbed  him&Jf  on 
its  bnng  forced  fivm  him. 

Upon  perufal  of  the  p^ffr,  it  appeacs  that  the 
King  is  moA  violently  ^tated  :  tura^  flion, 
and  perceiving  Perez  to  be  within  ear-lhoty  he  fiift 
reproves  him  for  fo  prefumii^  a  rituation,'and  then 
clurges  him  with  not  c«Jy  bting  privy  to  fhediP 
guife  of  Alphonfo,  as  Ofinyn,  buc  ^foof  AloajEoa's 

.  intercourfe  -with  him^  and  Zara's  ^adinxot  is 
proof  of  which  latter  chai^  he  reads  fomc-  p^i^a^in 
»rf  the  intercepted  letter. 

The  injured  officer  pleads  his.fcrvkes,  asJeii^- 
ing  better  ufage,  but  obtains  no  other  ronisn  than 
the  unkingly  one  of  a  Mow  -,  after  which  he  is  u*.- 
diH-ed  to  drcnchhis  d^^r  in  AlplMiiiQ*&  heart  %  diic 
he  ftariks  at,,  but  prorailcs,  on  a  threat  agunft  lus 
ovn  lite,  to  peifonn.  Enraged  m^fty  tbtn  gives 
way  to  an  afcer  thoi^ht,  a&d  propofiiig  tq  confiroDt 
Zara,  orders  the  cell  where  ihe  intends  ieek^  QC- 
myn  to  be  darkened,  kitending  to  be  himistf  idbed 
in  Alphontb's  habit,  and  laid  ptoftrate  as  Jkc  c^ 
tive  is,  that  fhs  may  have  no  idea  of  deaq>tion.  dU 
conviftion  flafhes  upon  her. 

Seeing  the  Queen  approach  he  avcods  an  mpcr~ 
view,  and  retires.  Zara  pra'ceives  him,  aad<dravB 
apprehenfton  from  his  enflamed  looks :  we  wiJ[h,  at 

.  Bich  an  anxious  period^  ffae  had  not  ft^ipeciafi^?  Ssx 
3  ^* 
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theaffimalationofhistyeto  thedc^ftar,  whichal- 
lufion  tvould  be  forced  and  fuperfluous  in  any  cha- 
w6tcr,but  is  ^iregioufly  wrong  for  a  Moerijb  lady, 
Ittice  in  th&t  country  they  have  not.  fiich  ideas  of 
aftronomy  as  we  haye,  even  among  the  men,  and 
l^iefematw  are  totally  ignorant  of  every  fcience»  the 
moft  famiBar  j  therefore,  mention  of  an  abftrufe 
Ane  h*re  is  ipecaliarly  abfurd,  but  our  autbor  fecms 
dettrminoi  to  wrap  her-  up  with  fimilitudes  this  ' 
Sseoe. 

■Soppflfiftg  Sdim  defident  injbme  of  his  pi>3- 
<;eedii^s  fhe  o^Jbraads  him,  whil?  he,  in  a  very  mo- 
ral ftrain,  juD:ifi«  himfclf  under  the  idea  of  mortal 
imperfeftion.  Two  mutes,  with  that  common  cr.i- " 
gedy  appnrtenance,  a  bowl  of  poifon,  are  ordered 
»o  attend  this  wrong-headed  Queen,  which,  as  flic 
hopes,  and  is  determined  to  fet  Alphonfo  free,  we 
doh't  fee  occafion  for,  unlefs  it  be  to  prepare  the 
■audience fordeath.  Gonzales  nei^t  enters  to  the 
prifon,  difguifed  and  alone ;  he  furveys  the  man- 
fion  of  mifery,  iie  perceives  the  inner  door  19  be 
nnbarred,  and  enters  with  murderous  intention. 

Garcia  comes  on  at  th'is  critical  point  of  time, 
tailing  eageriy  for  his  father-,  Gonzales  foon  Te- 
tiims,  chafed  at  the  iritefruptive  clamours,  howe- 
ver it  appears  iehas  dots  the  deed  of  death. 
.  When  Garcia  mentions  tJie  city  b  all.  in  confufion, 
.  aftflthat  Ofmynis  fied  with  Pcree  to„  the  foe,  Gon- 
jJales  aiflerts  that  part  of  the  intedligencc  is  falfe, 
ai  his  pomard  reeits  with  the  Moor's  blood.  To 
prove-thisaffertion,  GarCiagoesinto  the  cell,  and 
Vttuming  inftandy  prodidms  iiis  father  oiurdercr 
©f  the  King. 

j-'l    G  g  g  a.    ,  This 
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■  This  dire  miftake  throws  them  into  the  utmcrfl 
confufion,  and  the  old  ftatefman  wilhes  to  atone  it 
with  the  facrifice  of  his  own  life ;  however,  as 
things  are  circumftanced,  they  refolve  to  conceal 
Manuel's  fate,  and  foF  this  purpofe  Alonzo  is  or- 
dered to  fever  his  head  from  the  dead  trunk.  This 
done,  they  go  ofFto  oppofe  the  infurrcdion. 

■  Zara,  teeming  with  gloomy  fentiments  and  fatal 
refblutions,  comes  forward,  attended  by  Selim  and 
her  mutes  :  the  ftili  horror  of  the  fccne  affefts  her, 
fhe  fends  the  mutes  to  tell  Alphonfo  that  flie  waits 
him,  and  orders  Selim  to  acquaint  the  King  fhe  has 
done  what  he  commanded.  When  the  mutes  re- 
turn, with  unufual  terror  in  their  eyes,  ,ftic  enquires 
the  caufe,  which  they  difclofe  by  opening  the  back 
fcene.  Perceiving  the  horrid,  headlefs  trunk,  and 
from  the  garment  fuppoling  it  to  be  Ofinyn,  (he 
indulges  deep  grief,  though  it  appears  that  flie 
came  refolved  to  die,  and  to  carry  the  objeft  of  af- 
ieftion  to  the  grave  with  her. 

While  fhe  is  in  the  utmoft  agony  of  mind,  Selim' 
enters,  and  telling  hcP  the  King  is  no  where  to  be 
found,  ftie  ftabs  him.  The  faithful  eunuch,  wiih- 
ing  to  fave  his  miftrefc,  warns  her  not  tO|  drink  the! 
poifon,  and  is  going  to  inform  her  that  Alphonfa 
is  alivt,  but  death  checks  him  in  the  inftant  of  in- 
formation. Zara  proceeds  to  finifh  her  weary  liie, 
but  the  author  has  run  her  into  a  fad  miftakc  i  be-r 
ing  a  Mahometan,  Ihe  Ihould  not  talk  of  her  fpt- 
rit's  meeting  Alphonfo's  in  a  future  world,  for  in 
that  faith  women  are  not  allowed  immortality. 

No  fooner  b  the  unhappy  Qijeen  ejcpircd,  but 
Almeria  and  her  confidante  enter;  the  Princefi 
alfo  comes  to  feek  the  objet^  of  her  affeAioii ;  up- 
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on  feeing  the  headlds  trunk,  her  grief  rifes  to  a 
diftrafted  height :  viewing  the  fatal  cups,  Oie  deter- 
mines to  end  her  cares  ;  at  the  moment  fhe  is  go- 
ing to  drink  the  poifon  Alphonfo  enters,  and 
ihatches  her  from  the  gaping  jaws  of  fate  ;  the 
furprize  of  joy  overpowers  her,  and  flie  funts  for 
the  third  time. 

The  conclufion  of  this  play  draws  a  very  moral 
inference,  juftlyolufcrving,  that  though  virtue  may 
labour  under  occafional  chaftifement,  yet  perfe> 
verance  in  reditude  cannot  fsul  of  reward.  The 
Mourning  Bride  has  been,  at  different  times, 
fupported  by  very  able  performance,  and  has  drawn 
many  brilliant  audiences,  yet  we  cannot  help 
thinking  it  one  of  the  worft  living  tragedies  :  it  is 
^parently  laboured,  the  fentiments  in  general 
ftrained,  the  verlification  in  many  .places  monotOr 
nous,  and  the  plot  equivocal. 

In  point  of  charaftcrs,  we  find  the  King  a  we^ 
'  }}lufl£ring,  tyrannical  objed  ;  a  crcdalous  lover, 
ajid  a  harlh  father.  His  paffions,  efpedally  in  the 
fourth  a£t,  are  laughable,  and  the  device  which  oc- 
ca&ons  his  death,  farcical;  hejs  altt^ther  the 
moft  ungracious  load  that  ever  lay  heavy  on  the 
ihoulders  of  a  performer.  The  highelt  merit  that 
can- be  attained  is  to  pa{s  through  him  inofTeAlive- 
)y,  and  in  this  view  wc  have  feenMr.  Sparks.  Mr. 
Berry  rumbled  him  out  in  a  mofl:  difgufling  man- 
ner :why.he  Oiould  be  impofed  upon  Mr.  J.  Aickin, 
we  cannot  conceive,  unlefs  to  prgudice  his  merit  in 
public  opinion  J  his  [brother's  general  caftand  ftile 
lof  acting,  (hould  haye  royaltzed  him  in  this  play. 

Ofmyn  is  defcribed  to  us  as  a  hero,  but  appears 

ifi  00  odier  light  than  that  of    an  afieiftionate, 

conllant 
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coftftant  -hufliand.  His  tlcuarions  '^nd  emtwnls- 
ifeehts  raife  fcniations  of  pity,  but  being  totally  out 
rf  the  ftitrth  aft,  and  fo  immateriilly  concerned  m 
riie  firft  md  fifth,  he  becomes -a  very  imperfeft  hero 
fcr  itpTcfcntarion. , 

Wehave  fcen  Mr.  ShrrtdaW  rtiSke  Gothic  at- 
tempts upon  this  part,  for  wl^ich  he  had  not  a  fift- 
gle  reiqtiifitt :  an  infufficiency  of  figwe,  diffonance 
bf  cJcpreffibn,  ahd  Immation  of  voice,  conjoined  to 
flfveiftaSow  every  trace  of  Wierit.  Mr.  'Ba'rry  was 
fcappy  (Jnough  ro  be  the  veiy  reverie  of  the  ffeit- 
ifK^ritfcncd  gentleman  ■,  his  love,  grief  aftd  rage, 
fcereiafl  exprefiedby  very  kdequate  powefs.  "Mr. 
GARRick,  wetRink-,  in  the  folfloquies,- and  die 
lceiieVn:h;HeK,outftrippedeVeryiiompetiSir  J  but 
WieMctofifti  habw  proved  ral!hcr  Tootnudi  for  his 
figure,  and  the  amorons  paflfnges  didr.ot-Hciwftom 
him  wth  that  natural  finccrtn,-,  of  which  Mr.  Bar- 
ry gave  iis  -an  iohple  and  very  pleafing  idea.  Mr. 
Hosfep  istWidiftoo  mechankrd  arid  boifferou?,  %e 
cannot  flidce  bS  ibe  "balhaw  ;  -he  ftdoM  ne^r  at- 
fttfijJt -any  thing  ihlihe  Smorous  ffile,  few  (htrt'fiEfl- 
tarfic  hinit  of  cfrop^ing  the  handkerchief.  Mr. 
HiL^ANW  iftificntd  hisdei)6rBheht'ihtoa'a*^gtee<tf 
ittikwardilcfs,  and  tortured  the  tbb^  6f  his  Vtfice 
into  anWdfOriled^rec«f  tHffiihahce.  Mr.  iNeii- 
»ALT>  has  pi-tffehted  Wfifliftf  m  Ofiiiyn  this  fcWim 
ttitha  very-'fienderde^r^  6f  cfedit,  being  in  eVeiy 
re^jeft  mfic'h'Wbift'riwn  any  'we  have nafeed,' «- 
itcpt  Mr.  SH&krDJiN.  Gonzales,  like  moft  fiAftf- 
mcn,of  alleges,  moves  updnthat  mltngprmd^ 
iHf-nrtcreft,''and'aggi^ndtfim^Wt'of  hisfemily.  M 
a  part  he  ftands  m  a  ftare  of-  mediocrity,  rieiifer'fbr 
»r  againft  th<;  iftor  :  we  remember  to  have  fceh 
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kun  well  done  by  Mr.  Havard  j  and  Mr.  Pack- 
ex.,  who  may  be  ftikd  th^  Pack-bvrfe  of  Dr.uky 
Lan£,  does  hiox  fufficicniil'/  well.  Mr.  Hull  hat 
abilities,  if  Kquired,  to  render  tii?  partrefpeaablc. 
As  to  »11  the  other  m^le  charaifkrs,  we  OuU  l^am 
them  to  their  ovn  ipfignificapcy. 

Almeria,  wharves  n^me  to  die  play»  is  aouablfl 
ia  her  princ^iks,  ajjd  pipabje  ia  her  circivnftajoces ; . 
the  author  ha&  run  her  a  little  into  the  rttmatvtic 
ftraia,butlb9hasthehapp«iel5of  openiogthepUit 
with  two  of  the  beft  Unes  ia  the  whplp  (wxp. 
There  is  a  variety  of  ading  in  this,  part,  ym  hw 
royal  highnels  is  undoubtedly  too.  much  upc^  ^ 
whine  ;  no  perfon  whoni  we  have  feen  h^^  eqwl 
capabilities  to  Mrs.  Cibbcb.  for  this  p^-,  Mrs, 
Bbllamy,  tho\%h  inferior  ift  requifttes,  mp,^  not 
be  pUced  far  behind  -,  her  p^tl^g  of  (^ra^app 
was  more  faint,  but  love  and  tjettderaefs.  4(e  sl^ys 
CKprefled  with  admimblc  feeing-  Mi£t:  M4t:«- 
LiN,  about  f«venteen  years,  ago,  by  tbp  iaftni£Uoa 
of,  and  playing  with  Mr.  Garhick,  fupppned  Alr 
meria  through  a.cojoQderable  run.,  with  xw^  ^f> 
dit,  and  really  llruck  o,ut  feveral  beauties  ;  bjut  her 
feelings,  thoitgh  coire^t  in  tragedy*  always  w«(itG4 
the  animation  of  exprelTtoiii  her  voice  was  too 
thin  and  contrafted.  Mifs  Yovno.,  whom  we  con^  , 
fider  as  a  rifmg  a«5befs  ha$  Atewn  ability  in  the 
pa^  but  we  obje£^  to  this  lady's  frequent  attempn 
at  what  fhe  can't  execute;  ftriving  to  excel  is«  w» 
doubt,  a  laudable  ambition,  hut  ^  a  perfwinor 
fltould  not  overlbep  the  medtjiy  of  nature,  no  inoro 
(hould  he  or  file  flrain  the  piwen  qf  nature ;  it  i^ 
better  to  be  a  little  beio\v,  than  above  the  poioc  (^ 
rcdlitude. 

Zara 
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Zara  is,  beyond  dHpute,  the  moft  iodeticate 
Quc<rn  that  can  well  be  imagined  j  Ibe  is  vicioiu 
snd  mean,  grots  In  fentimnit,  and  vulgar  in  ex- 
preflion.  Had  Ihe  been  more  delicate  in  the  for- 
mer, and  more  referved  in  the  latter,  fhe  might 
have  attra^ed  fome  degree  of  humane  concern} 
but,  as  ihe  la,  good  fenfe  and  decorum  muft  frowD 
through  the  four  firft  a£b,  while  ridicule  attends 
her  and  the  head-fhaking  miniflers  of  death  in  the 
fifth.  The.  author's  peculiar  unhappinels  in  the 
cataftrophe  of  this  leading  charadxr,  is  plainly 
evinced  by  ah  obfervation  we  have  repe^oUy 
made^  that  fcarce  any  degree  of  merit  can  lave  ex' 
piring  Zara  and  her  difmal  attendants  from  boi^ 
laughed  at. 

Mrs.  Woffington's  figure  and  deportment  weie 
Hirell  adapted  to  the  captive  Queen  ;  but  the  vio- 
lent, as  well  as  tender  paflions,  grated  abominably 
in  her  dilTonant  voke.  Mrs.  Pritcharo  was  nu- 
jeflic,  but  rather  too  corpulent }  in  fpeaking  and 
adhng  the  part,  Ihe  Ihewed  correct  and  fine  prefer* 
vation  of  character.  The  amorous  paflages  woe 
indeed  not  fo  harmonious  as  might  be  -vnlbed,  but 
in  the  jealoufy  Ihe  made  ampleiunends. 

We  remember  to  have  feen  Mrs.  Clive  make  a 
laughable  aflault  upon  Zara,  which  was  nearer 
'burlefque  than  could  well  be  imagined^  Had  it 
not  been  to  excite  curiofity  upon  her  night,  it 
would  have  been  one  of  the  moft  unpardonable  at- 
tempts that  ever  was  made :  exclufi^n  of  a  vaa 
dreadfully  unfit  for  ferious  fpeaking,  her  peri<Hi 
rendered  all  the  King's  amorous  compliments  ludi- 
crous •,  and  juftiHed  Ofmyn's  coldneis,  admitting 

he 
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he  had  no  other  engagement  to  warp  his  iaclina« 
don. 

It  is  atnazifig  that  a  principle  of  felfilhnels  ihould 
«aufe-peopk«f  grsat  ment  and  good  cireumfbuicts^ 
for  the  fake  of  a  few  pounds,  to  exhibit  themfclvcs 
in  a  conttrnpol:^  point  of  vieir.  Mrs.  Hopkins, 
who  now  ipo\offzes  for  moft  of  the  above  excel- 
lent comedian's  pBits,  makes  rather  a  better  £|gure 
in  Zara,  yet  u  bad  enough,  heaven  knows.  We 
have  now  got  to  the  end  of  our  remarks  upon  this 
laborious  tn^;ed^  andj.vnthontany  h^tation,  ven- 
ture to  pronounce  it,  though  capable  of  drawing 
xcarft  when  well  aded,  the  wotA  compofition-ttltt 
any  nian  of  t()ual  gpiiw  toJMr.  Cohorivx.  cvtr 
producoL 
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^OVE  MAKES  A   MANi. 

O    R, 

The    FOP'S    FORTUNBi 

J'HE  piece  apw  oflfcred  to  view  topk  its  ori^ 
fi-'om  two  plays'  df  Beaumont  and  Fletcher, 
inrhich  we  think  the  Laureat  fhould'  have  owned  ^ 
but  cai)not  find  any  trace  of  fuch  juflice  and  njo- 
defty  it}  his  prologue :  two  old  dons>  Antonio  and 
Charino,  open  this  pky^  talking  upon  a  marriage 
between  one  of  Ancpnio's  fons  and  Chaiino's 
daughter  -,  the  choice  of  who  IhaU  be  his  Ibn-in-r 
law,  and  other  matters  being  ^;reed  upon,  Sancho 
enters  and  prefents  a  letter  from  Carlos  to  his  fa- 
ther Antonio ;  foor^  after  Clpdio's  vaiet  appean, 
and  in  broken  Englifh.  ^nounces  his  maftei^s 
Ipecdy  approach. 

The  l^rotherji  next  come  forward  j  when  CIo- 
dio's  vivacity,  <^pofed  to  Carlos's  ftiffiiefs,  makc^ 
a  favourable  imprefljOTi  upon  Charinoi  whothoi^ft 
old  fecms  fond  of  felUyity  i  the  Beaux's  rcmaifc 
upon  his  brother**  fomial  univerfity  air  improve 
the  prejudice  in  liis  favour  j  Clodio  retires  co 
change  his  drefs,  which  gives  Aptonio  an  opptv- 
(unity'  to  confult  Charles's  inclination  or  ideas  n- 
fj^e^g*  matrimony  f  bdag  delired  to  become  a 
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inui  of  the  world,  die  abftra&ed  fcjiOlar  Scata  to 
point  out  books  as  the  moft  valuable  and  com- 
prchehfive  enjoTinenc;  when  cold  that  he  fliould 

,  ttaaty  for  i^  of  9A.  hcif  to  continue  the  family^ 
he  deiirea  that  care  to  be  caft  upon  hU  brodier, 
and  fcptns  ambitious  of  nothing  bat  exalted  knoi^- 
Icdgei  ;  . 

This  throws  the  matrinxMual  icheirift  endtely 
upon  Clodio,  who  retunis  and  entertains  the  two 
old  doQs  with  a  verf  whimfical  and  plcafant  ac- 
count of  the  French  princes  and  princeffes  he  has 
been  fiuniliar  with  in  Fans>  the  father,  and  pro- 
pofed  father-in'law  ct^y  his  rhapfodical  TolnbiUtjr 
fo  highly,  that  Charino  propofes'  immediu£  intrfr- 
du^on  to  his  daughter  Angelma,  which  Clody 
gladly  accepts,  and  they  go  off  highly  pleafed 
with  each  other 

Sancho^  who  his  orerheaM  the  dCfign  of  fettlittg 
the  greyer  part  of  his  mailer's  inheritance  upon 
Clodio^  detmnines  to  acquaidt  den  Liewis^  Anto- 
nio's brodier^  with  the  maaeti  the  cynical  old 
blade  enttring  juft  at  this  point  of  timei  and  de- 
liring  to  fee  Charles,-  Sancho  opeta  the  matter  to 
lum  by  degrtes  -,  tipon  hearii^  it  he  denies  credit 
to  the  tale  till  Antonio,  who  comes  on  with  a  law- 

-  yer,  cenfifma  the  truth  of  it  j  this  caules  don 
I>ewis  to  ufe  fomfe  vtirj  angry  depreflions  agaibft" 
Clodyt  and  favonn^Ie  mes  in  refpeft  of  Charles ; 
Jus  'admiration  of  and  r^ud  for  literary  know- 
ledge though  he  knows  nothing  at  all  of  the 
matter  himi^^  fiarther  than  that  Greek  has  a  loft/ 
foutnAi  is  humoufottfly  imaged.' 

There  Is  a  very-gro^ue  aOd  dlvertiifg  oddity 

throughout  this  fccAe,  jand  the  iirft  %&  concludea 
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iriih  a  fiiiiOUB  declaration  «f  don  Lewk'iaguA 
-«he 'proceedings  of  Jus  bFotho*,  ind  Ac  'hofCM  of 

-  Sancho  4s  -prefentcd  « i^  bsgMning.of  du  ft. 
.-  oond  aft  in  anxious  ^otticicatien  for  hit  tnafia^s 
nnreft,  but  the  pofiavc  ^dier,  bom  oBliis'0)«n 
determination,  cuts  the  matter  very  fhoitj  thtn 
'caUs  all  4u3  iervanu  co  |mtpatc  the  wedding  entxr- 
itainfloent :  Carios  &oin  his  ftvcfy  hears  an  -unuliMd 
-Ihi^  the  iKMfe  of  «4ikh'dtftarbB  him  -,  on  feeii^ 
fianeho  he  aiu  the'meairing  «f  it  t  beiag  told  it  is 
-the  cooks,  he  Uys  by  his  'hook,  then  enquiies  above 
:hb  yoixiger  brother'a  hmwiedge  of  daBguagw; 
-4hl:  marriage  bnng  mentionBd,  Sandto  ^ves  a  bif- 
ciduk  defcription  ^Angcfina,  ^  my  of  warming 
-his  ^q^flpr^s  -numb'd  ^^ngs. 

Upon  hearing  that  all  hb  birchrighc  is  to  be 
tftmtkd  apsa  C&ody,  he  itears  die  ioudligpoce  vith 
P^ofophic  potieice.  V/ldle  he  is  fn  ithv^te  of 
cold  nd^Mtion^  Ac  ofiginBl  of  Blanche's  ^fAAuK 
-comes  'On  Md  EMmdiately  Aiikctf  cbe  ftihcdar's 
wondering  eyesi  ffton  ^ome  &n&bfe  i^^ttoB  jie  re- 
-cdviM  prectf  «f  ^btr  tutdepft^nding,  but  fiading 
^imlelf  couched  ^noK  ichaii  he-  cevdd  wi^  he 
ledMs. 

'ntethought  of  bis^^ing^anOotv-is  very 
tharaftenftic  and  pretty ;  Clody,  doa  Lewis,  Aa- 
tenio,  -andfhe.Uwter,  nam  «omc  £»mimdi  apdb. 
being  Ud  wtAcome^  dm:L«<m-«fielh-e3qpfeibln3 
-diTplearape,  p3rticuIatlytigaiii(tCl«dio-{  'coacem- 
ing  whom  he  fpeaks  t&AflgelinBiin'nrywhiniAcal 
terms  i  tired  with  b^g  fasttod,  heigbfls  dBT  and 
jvturm  immedtaie^  t»  Cba^  in  hit  ftudyi  with 
whom  he  parleys  about  his  itt-dmed  nqi^igeM  ta- 
difierencet 
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^ffennce ;  at  length  he  porfitades  bktt  so  go  «kI 
wilh  his  inteiukd  lifter  jtjy.  AntcHiio  «ntm3  -with 
the  kwyer  ta  get  Chsrks's  FanfiGacion  -of  }iis  in- 
•Wnded  lettUmKntt  which  he  pKHn^  to  evccutC; 
1)01  wifhtng  to  4e  it  in  fnSsaoe  of  (he  indj, 
they  KxiK  for  riwt  purpofc..  v 

Charino,  At^lina,  Ocxly,  r  Isv^rn-  and  prioft 
next  appear ;  (ion  L.ewis  hints  again  to  Angelina, 
lue  (finike  Oi  her  match.  Cariss  enters  with  his 
^her,  and  confefles  upon  tbc-iecond  view  of  his 
purpofed  fiAer,  thofe  aBe^onate  icniattoDS  which ' 
dawn*d  at  the  firft  light  of  her. 

Upon  falutiflg  AngeUna,  he  exprelKs  htmfdf 
irith  all  the  warnath  of  rapture;  flie  fympathiaes, 
which  occafions  him  to  dedaie  that  he  could  wifii 
his  brother  happy  with  any  other  •beauty:  here 
Antonio  and  Charino  tnterpofe,  w4»k  don  Lewis 
tJicourages  his  nephew's  amMous  fisalingst  luid 
^ma  determined  to  defend  ius  claim. 

The  interruptions  of  CIody»  and  the  replies  «f 
'  don  -Lewis,  ok  very  laug^Ue ;  there  is  fomethii^ 
pleafingfy  delicate  in  Carload  readineTs  to  facrifiee 
)us  own  views  and  happinefe,  to -die  lady's  re^  in- 
-citnotion  if  againft  him.  At  length  finding,  as  far 
as  modefty  will  permit,  that  ftie  pronounces  him 
the  man  of  her  heart,  he  refn^vcs  to  fupport  the 
privily  of  encouraged  love;  and  -being  roufiKl 
by>a  challenge  which  Clody  gives,  he  decides  the 
mamr  by  difanmng  Ius  confident  coxcombly  bro- 
ther, and  carrying  off  the  lady. 

Her  father  highly  enraged  purfues,  and  the' 
vanquilh«d  Ctody  is  left  in  a  very  whimiical  (itua- 
tkui ',  here  the  plot  takes  a  romantic  and  unp^- 
dooablS  vaxn.;  hnding  that  don  Lewis,  Carles, 

and 
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■  and  AngeUna  have  gpt  on  board  (hip»  the  two  £>-' 
then  and  Clody  refolve  to  puribe  them ;   thus  af- 

.  fairs  arc  ftated  at  the  craiclufion  of  the  fecond  ad$ 
between  which  and  the  banning  of  the  third,  we 
aic  fa&ly,  though  not  very  probably,  conveyed  to' 
Ufbon»  where  we  encounar  don  Duarc  thego- 

-vemor,  and  Elvira,  filter  to  the  former.- 

From  -what  pafles  we  find  the  don  is  a  lAoll  fu- 
rious creature,  violently  promr,  to  quarrel  on  lidi- 
cuIouSf  cfaimerical  notions  of  honour  i   bdng  ad-_ 

-  Tiled  to  a  moderadon  of  tnnper,  he  f!ouite£s  off 
with  a  d^ree  of  brutal  paJGon  f  here  a  fccne  ibt>' 

'  lows  which  is  generally  omitted,'  but  we  think  ne-' 
ceflkry  for  explanation  of  the  plot-,  as  by  it  we 
know  how  Angelina  has  come  on  Ihore,  and  by 

.  vhat  meaiis  Ihe  is  placed  in  Louifa's  houfe. 

In  the  next  fcene  we  meet  Louifa  and  Ho-' 
noiia  returning  from  vefpers<  From  what  the 
fbimer  drops,  it  appeal's  that  her  devotion  has  beat 
interrupted  by  the  fight  of  a  moft  ei^;aging  youi^' 
man ;  here  don  Lewis  and  Carlos  enter ;  the  for- 
mer mentions  dieir  narrow  efcape  from  drownings 

-  and  their  impoveriOied  circumftanccs ', '  the  latter' 
lecms  to  think  thefe  matt;er5  of  cnvial  concern^ 
conjured  with  the  lols  of  his  mittrefs. 

His  tendemefs'  impreifes  Louifa,  (he  refolves  to 
Jet  a  watch  upon  his  ftcps,  and  for  the  prefent, 
under  cover  of  a  veil,  gives  him  a  purfe  to  relieve 
their  necefllty ;  don  Lewis,  at  fight  of  the  gold, 
concludes  lier  fome  woman  of  great  fortune  in  love 
with  Charles ;  and  upon  very  inearl,  merCenar/ 
principles  advifes  htm  to  caft  afide  the  remem- 
brance of  his  iirft  love,  for  fake  of  the  emolu- 
ment which  prefents  itfelf  ^  however  Charles  un- 
touched 
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.touclied  mth  the  avarice  c^  ag!%  and  cotiftant  in  ' 
hjft  affir&iona,  rcjedts  To  unwortl^  a  propofidon, 
Solving  to  fearch  fbr  his  loft  Angelina. 

Antonio  and  Charino  appear  next  upon  a  hoe  • 
icent  of  the  run-aways ;  Clody  joins  them  in  tha 
utmoft  axaaetf  for  the  lo&  of  a  favourite  fhuET-boz; 
.this  coocern  for  Jo  trifling  an  obje£^  vhcn  the  lols 
of  a  dau^ter  and  bride  clums  notice,  fectm  to 
abatx  Charino's  furourable  opinion  of  his  deligned 
Ibn-in-law. 

The  bid  fellows  go  off  on  thdr  purfuit,  Clodio 
jlays  behind  tookmg  for  his  toyt  ndule-he  is  thus 
.tinployed  a  page,  precediiig  don  Duart,  orders 
hint  out  of  his  mafter's  way,  the  don  tumfelf  com- 
iAg  up  Clody  banters  him  with  pltalantry  i  a  blow 
given,  brings  on  a  tilting  match,  wherdn  Cloc&» 
woimds  and  brings  his  violent  antagonift  to  the 
ground. 

There  is  fomething  ungeneroufly  crud  in  CIo- 
dio*s  ludicrous  remark  of  "  having  never  fenced 
better  in  liis  life;"  a  man  of  real  courage,  and 
Clody  though  a  fop  might  be  fuch,  will  never  eXr 
vAt  over  a  proftr^  much  lefs  an  expiring  focj 
an  alarm  b^ng  given  by  the  page,  and  in  confe- 
quencc  a  hue-and-cry  ra^ed,  the  conqueror  finds  iC 
prudent  to  feek  fafety  in  flight  i  accordingly  he 
dcapes  by  a  precipitate  retreat  from  the  officers  of 
jufHce,  who  upon  feeing  don  Duart  think  he  has 
enly  received  his  deferts ;  however  they  tak«  up 
the  body  in  order  to  convey  it  to  his  fiftei's. 

Don  Lewis  and  Carlos  now  enter,  having  had' 

Ibmc  notice  of  Angelina  i    Carlos  is  forced  by 

Louifa's  ^miflaries  into  a  chair,  and  don  Lewis 

yiglcntly  draped  after  him,  -ynxh  a  gag  In  hi$ 

2  mouth  J 
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fiMRitH ;  the  next,  fcsne  pkce^  ua  in  £lvira.*s  cham- 
ber, where  ?K  find  Ac  yoiuig  Udy  prqwrii^  for 
devotion,  and  Yuy  oddly  ordering  ril  the  kgku 
away,  asy  according  GQ' ho*  awaiifnpaningj  ibecui 
nieditafle  without  light. 

Glodi»faantig.pciK:eiT<d  the  dawef  thia^  buif's 
hcaifc  i^Mo,  in  the  hurry  of  fii^^  snakes  it-  %  k-. 
fiage^  and  fteaia  into  tlw  chamber  where  ihe  is ;. 
bmg  heard  h^  her,,  flie  moit  uiiAC<9>untebl]f  snttis 
into  convetfadon  with  a  ftrange  man,  in.  th€  moll 
f«^iisiaur<circumlW)co9v  whwit  £b£  atfon^t  even 
i<K ;  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  kooiw  whether  (tie  Ihews 
noft  folly  or  KipJiitioo:  in  her  bdumour  i  if  the 
latter  it  i^  not.  vei^  dubcabi  of  clMtfafterifik. 

Inwc^ftMtlM  upon  confeSlng  thftt  ihe.0ffi9en.are 
ac  his;  heels  &«  hayxne  kilkft  an  anta^MuA,.  thpi^ 
in  fel£-da&n«r*>  Ihc  J>y  »  viokpc  fta-etch-  of  huma- 
nity pities,  and  affords  him  protection ;  fiic  .iodced 
paUlatai  Hsn  pnnMsding  by  an  obfarviDoa  that  her 
rftib  famther  m^n  waAt  fuch  indulgence ;  no-  ibotwii 
is  Clody  plaCod  iit,a  Stcure  retreat  than  his  [HiF&ien. 
enttr  with  do*  Dbant's  body. 
.  HercElTJra.Kceiws.  a  vtoleiu  JhockfiotB  the 
fighir  of  a  d»d  bfoffter,  and.  the  inftaiMaoc»M»: 
osnTidioa-  that  Ihe  has  takes  the  muFderor  Hndsr 
faerearc;!  flte  indulges  pfoper  concern,  but-detSF- 
iainai  ta  ktbp-  her  tow  of  protedma  to.  the  un- 
known pei£iii.  Clodifi  interppcta  this  vtsy  uade- 
ferved,  and  eulpabkr  favour  as  4  fna£  th«t  ftft 
.  has  a  tender  ftrluTperfoftk  but.  h«w  he.  could  H^ 
pa&  dwv  ^  ^  htt  never  iewii  him,  we  e$maoc 
ton  V  aftce  the  gowiDoia  are  gone  Sie  caOs  Clody 
ftnh«  and  defires  hoo  to  ttlte  ajdi?antage  of  die 
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nighr  for  his  efcapc ;  tins  he  gladly  complies  with, ' 
but  inrimatcs  a  future  dcfign  upon  his  protedirefs.   ' 

The  fiiccecdinjT  fcenc  carries  us  to  Lourli's ' 
houfe.;  that  lady  enquires  whether 'irer  orders  have"' 
been  obeyed  ;  being  told  that  the  gentlemen"  are 
fecurcd,  flie  orders  tfiat  all  paflacres  of  egrefs  may 
■  be  ftiut  up,  and  a  ftridt  filcnct  obfcrved ;  upon 
Carlos's  enquiring  why  he  has  been  forccably  con- 
veyed he  knows  not  whicher,  Jaqucs  declines  a 
reply,  and  leaves' him  with  liis  uncle,  whom  he 
finds  gagged  on  the  floor,  and  whofe  dumb  lan- 
guage he  does  not  underftani 

Jaques  however  returns  and  relealss  don  Lewis  j . 
Charles  and  the  old  man  upon  forcing  each  gthcr" 
feel  feme  comfort,  though  both' of  them  are  puz- 
zled to  find  out  what  the  treatment  they  haverfier 
■with  proceeds  from-,  while  they  are  exprcfTing  a' 
mixture  of  doubt  and  apprehcnfion  the  fervants' 
re-enter  with  an  entertainment,  the  fight  of  which 
feems  to  remove  every  difagreeablc  fcnfation  frorrt' 
don  Lewis's  mind;  he  refrcfhcs  himfelf  veryheaf-' 
tily,  but  cannot  pcrfiiade  Charles  to  partake ;  after 
fopper  it  is  intimated  that  he  muft  retire,  he  obeys 
with  a  kind  of  whimfical  reludance. 

The  old  don,  fufpicious  of  fomewhat  extraordi- 
nary, gropes  his  way  to  a  window,  from  whence  he 
fees  Louifa  encounter  Charles  ;  this  fair  dame  with 
very  little  referve,  nay  we  might  fay  licentioufnefs, 
ojnfefles  and  ut^  her  amorous  inclination  ;  fhc 
prefents  him  with  jewels  as  a  token  of  affeftiori, 
and  ufes  every  method  of  tender  perfuafion  but  iii 
vain  i  the  conftant  and  difinterefted  lover  rcjcftd 
her  propofals  and  flies  her  temptations  precipi- 
tBtely-,  this  naturally  enrages  her,  and  don  Lewis, 

Vol.  II.  I  i  i  who 
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who  has  wiihed  an  accommodatioiL  of  mancrs. 
agreeable  to  her  defires,  determines  to-  try  if  lie 
can't  talk  lier  into  good  humour;  but  his  attempt 
is  made  in  fuch  fulfome,  though  .laughable  tennSf 
and  is  fo  far  unfuccdsful,  that  Lotnfa  orders  him 
to  be  ^ain  gagged,  tied  neck,  and  hoels^  and 
tj^wn  into  a  garicL 

Carlos  enters  endeavouring  co  find  a  wiy-for  bb 
efcape  but  cannot  e&ft  it -,  in  his  pKigreis  fiam 
chamber  p  chamber  ha  accidentally  gets  into  thai 
where  Angelina  is  alone,,  meditating  upon  die 
znigmatical  behaviour  of  the  people  fhe  has  got 
amongft ;  Carlos  feeing  a  lady  akms  hope;  to  mikt 
her  a  friend,  his  voice  ItrikesJViigelina's  ear  with  a 
well  known  found,  Ihe  turns  upon  him  and  Bib 
him  with  joyful  aftoniflunenc  ■,  Jaques  who  has  ud- 
pf  rceived  traced  Carlos's  fteps,.  goes  to  infonn  his 
lady  of  the  incerview  he  has  been  witoefs  of. 

.He.foon  returns  with  Louifa,.  who  hears  their 
iputual  deckradons  of  love,,  and  alfo  hcais  Qkx 
feyere  ftridtures  upon  herielf ;  finding  an  efc^ 
meditated,  fpurred  by  jcaloufy,  difappointed  love 
and  pride,  (he  takes  prevendve  meafiires  j  however 
not  time  enough  to  hinder  Carlos  from  getting' 
over  tbc  garden  wall;  tlie  lady,  feels  this  incident 
Qrongly,  but  finds  Tome  cora&irt  hi  the  idea  of  his- 
returning  within  an  hour,  when  fixe  refolves  dm 
vengeance  Ihall  wait  and  intercept  him. 

The  next  fccne  introduces  us  to  Clodio  and  Du- 
art  who  meet,  in  the  ftreet;  k  appears  that  the 
latter  has  been  feeking  after  the  former^  _to  what 
end  will  appear  by  what  foUows:  a  converiaiiDa 
enfues.  rather  geno^  than  particular,  and  a  bottle 
of  wine  is  called  for,  we  think  a  little  oddly,  in  the 
ftnw; 
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ilreet  ■,  Clody's  account  of  gallantry  in  different 
nations  is  certainly  licentious,  and  in  our  idea  vul- 
gar i  be  may  divert  diflipated  minds,  but  cannot  be 
acceptable  to  good  fcnfe  and  delicacy. 

His  duel  with  don  Duart  falls  in  as  a  part  of 
difconrfe,  but  why  he  Ihould  mention  fo  dangerous 
an  incident  to  a  pcrfeft  ftrangcr  is  very  irreconcil^ 
able-,  when  don  Duart  confelTcs  a  thorough  know-  , 
ledge  of  «he  affair,  be  fcems^larmed  j  but  gives  up 
appreheRfion  at  an  ^flurance  that  he  is  free  frotii 
alt  danger  1  why  don  Duart  Oiould  give  Clo^  a 
purfe,  and  why  a  man  of  his  figuEC  fhould  accept 
•of  it,  is  riot  eafily  accounted  for,  however  thus 
we  Bnd  it ;  and  Clodio  in  the  fullnefs  of  conBdc-nce, 
•manifcfting  a  very  weak  and  uncautious  head, 
■communicates  to  his  new  friend  Elvira's  humane 
'protection  of  him,  which  his  vanity  interprets 
love. 

Don  Daart  ftcJs  very  juft  rcfentmcnt  at  fuch  b<S- 
■Javiour  as  hb  filler's  appears  to  lum,  and  undet-- 
takes  to  <:arry  a  letter  that  he  may  come  more  pai- 
(ricularly  at  the  real  feelings  of  Elviraj  thus  >con- 
^ludes  the  fourth  aft. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  -fifyi,  -we  .perceive  the 
4ady,  lall  mentioned,  in  a  ftate  of  deep  mourning 
and  profound  melanchoUy,  don  Duart  enters  in 
difguifc  and  delivers  the  letter ;  in  order  to  effcft 
<hat  juftice  for  a  brothcr*s  death  which  her  rafli  vdw 
■of  proteftion  prevented,  ihe  feems  to  receive  ^he 
^ddrefs  of  her  gallant  favourably  j  to  draw  birti 
■within  hci*  power  flic  exprcflcs  to  the  mcfiengtfr 
Tapturous  wifhcs  for  his  appearance,  aiid  piNapofds 
jinfwering  his  letter  \  this  behaviour  fills  the  brcrfher 
Kiuth  rage,  which  however  he  fiipprelTes  till  moit 
i  ji  2  -fubftanud 
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fubftantiat  proof  of  her  unnatural  hypocrify  can 
hs  made  out. 

We  next  meet  Louifa  and  Jaques ;  Ihe  enquires 
if  Angelina  is  fcizn) ;  being  anlWered  m  the  aifir- 
macive,  Ibe  6rders  ttiac  when  the  llranger  is  taken 
alfu,  immediate  intelligence  may  be  brought  to 
hcni  Ihe  has  a  Ihort  roliloquy  eJtpreflive  of  her  rc< 
fcntment  at  being  flighted  for  orie  ihe  calls  a  ^1; 
9t  the  end  of  which  intelligence  is  brought  chat  the 
cold  object  of  ner  afilction  is  feizcd  j  Carlos  di- 
re&Iy  appears  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  -,  after  a  few 
lines  of  upbraiding,"  Louifa  vindi£livcly  orders  a 
door  to  be  opened  which  fhews  Ai^elina  in  tl^ 
Turkilh  ftate  of  a  bow-ftring,  on  the  point  of  being 
ftranglcd  -,  the  fituation  v£  Carlos  and  his  innocent 
jliiftrefs  here  grows  very  pathetic,  wliile  Louifa's 
tyrannical  exultation  over  their  diftrefs  renders  her 
for  fome  time  a  very  hateful  objeft ;  -at  length  melt- 
ed by  the  fupplications  of  the  man  (he  has  impro- 
perly 6xed  her  dcQrcs  upon,  Ihe  difmidcs  the  bra- 
voes,  and  rcftores  the  unhappy  .lovers  to  mutual 
gffcction  and  peace.  This  is  an  unexpected  and 
pleating  turn,  but  rather  deficient  in  probabiliifi 
tor  if  CoNOREV£*s  rpa:iim,  vvhich  we  aie  apt  to  ad- 
piit,  be  right  i  th^t 

•'  flanh  tws  no  phguc  like  love  to  hatred  tura'dj 
"  Nwr  hell  a  fury  like  a  woman  fcom'd." 
This  favourable  turn  of  affairs  feems.  brought  about 
unaccountably ;  ya  be  it  as  it  may,  it  has  a  fatis^ 
fauory  e|fc£t  upon  the  audience,  and  foftens  the 
dil'agrccable  view  of  a  female  monfter,  wliith  hi- 
dierto  I-.oiufa  has  invariably  appeared. 
.    .   Carlos  having  returned  thank.%-fpr  deliveraoce,' 
pKj^uirei  after  his  uncle  ^ja  I^ewi^,  wh'j  is  ordt^ 

I  '  'H 
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£•«  mjiLh  a  M  w. 

in;  the  old  gentleman,  upon  feang  Charles,  for- 
gets his  paft:  ill  treatment,  and  enjoys  the  pleafii^ 
■  circwmftance  of  meeting  his  nephew  ;  feeing  Louira 
be  begs  ejtcufe  for  his  freedom  at  a, former  meet- 
ing-, being  introduced  to  Angelina  he  exprefles  fus 
facisfaAion  in  very  whimfical  terms. 
■  The  governor  is  here  introduced,  who  comes  to" 
fearch  for  Carlos  and  Angelina  upon  the  oaths  of 
their  purfuers ;  Louifa  befpeaks  his  favour  for  the 
lovers,  which  he  promifes ;  Charino  nov  comes 
forwardj  with  Antonio  and  Clody ;  he  appears  in  a 
violent  heat,  i^emanding  of  jiiltiee,  while  Antonio 
acknowledges  a  reconciliation  to  Charles's  proceed- 
ing, and  gives  the  young  pair  his  bleffing :  this  ir- 
ritates Angelina's  telly  father  a-frelh;  fhe  interpofes 
with  modeft,  emphatic  perfuafion,  which  however 
he  makes  no  immediate  reply  to  j  don  Duart  enters 
and  prpfents  Clodio  with  ,the  anfwer  to  his  letter  -, 
finding  it  kind,  he  refigns  all  claim  to  Angelina, 
and  invites  the  comply  to  his  wedding  with  the 
]ady  Elvira. 

The  fcene'  now  changes  to  her  houfc,  where  aQ 
the  charaftfrs  foon  appear  ;  Clodio  approaches  her 
in  terms  of  fpirited '  nothingnefs,  and  introduces 
the  whole  company  to  hen  when  matters  are  at 
thf:  point  of  an  agreeable  conclufioa,  Elvira  calls 
the  officers  of  juftice  whom  (he  has  placed  in  waifr 
Uig,  and  demands  from  the  governor  juftice  on  the 
murderer  of  her  brother  j  here  circumftances  are 
thrown  into  confyfion }  Charino  finding  C!ody*s 
dilemma^ '  receives  Charles  as  his  fon-in-lawi  and 
*ion  Lewis  with  great  hiunour,  though  very  little 
humanity,  diverts  himfclf  at  his  unhappy  nephew's 
^fp^fice,  pj;  don  Duarc's  difcoyering  himfelf  gives 
.   ,  ;»plcaling 
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a  pleafing  explanation,  and  renders  all  the  pankt 
agreeable  to  each  other. 

After  painfully  roiling  through  ihis  piece,  Whicti 
is  highly  ofFenfive  in  many  places  to  criticiftn,  wc 
are  to^xprefs  aftonifliment  tha:  a  perfon  fo  well  ac- 
<]uauitcd  with  the  drama,  both  as  a  writer  and  a 
poformer,  ftiould  have  plunged  into  fiich  JinjulH- 
fis^  irregutaritf :  .  even:  in  hiftoracal  tragedies, 
vheie  importance  of  ewnts  and  dignity  of  cba- 
raifters  may  in  fome  fliape  ^xJogize  Sot  a  breach  of 
the  unities,  vident  trefpalies  are  not  admifiibie  -, 
how  much  lefs  fo  is  a  reprefcntation  of  priva«  ^' 
where  only  commoB  tranfaftions  are«chibited-,  but 
iJic  laureat  fccms  to  have  ftudicd  diarafter  tAoaa  k 
■this  play,  and  confideration  will  (hew  that  he  has  in 
his^vounoi  point  rather  caracatured  than  fctllowed 
aiatwc.  ^ 

The  two  old  gentlemen,  Ant6mo  and  ChafinOk 
are  very  whimfical  fathen ;  the  former  waats  to 
have  one  of  his  ions  married  by  way  of  conrinumg 
the  family ;  which  of  them  fulfils  this  natilral  ddtf 
lie  does  not  feem  to  care,  and 'Upon  Chartes's  dc<- 
<;lining  a  connctftion  fb  inconfiftent  with  hisabftnd 
fdeas,  very  tenderly  attempts  to  ftrip  him  of  bs 
^NTthright. 

Charino  is  violently  fond  of  his  daugh^,  wana 
«o  fee  her  happy,  yet  never  coniiilts  her  incIinatiiM 
«^)etftirig  the  moft  macrial  concern  of  humn 
Ufe }  he  takes  a  fancy  to  the  oftentatious,  unmean- 
9ng  rattle  of  a  fpirited  coxcomb,  and  tmmei£at^ 
feis  him  dbwn  as  a  moft  defireaWe  fon-in-iawt 
without  any  other  recommendation  than  a  vh^tjty, 
and  that  rather  licentious,  feldom  agreeable  to  d&- 
planing  age,  tb?Fc  being  nothing  matenaJ  in  tfcfe 
re^trcfcntatjoa 
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ifprefencatiou  of  diefe  twe  chara£lers^  and'MdDui; 
many  more  "parts  of  tlus  pUy^  we  cannot  char^' 
euF  recoUeftioti  with  any  but  the  three  leading  ones.- 

Don  Lewis  is  a  very  extraordioaiy  creature,  be-' 
feems  to  have  good  nature,  but  then  it  ai^ieara  to 
be  mcfcly  founded  upon  the  fpirit  of  oppofidwi  s 
he  ia  peeviib  and  pofitive,  more  o£  a  hutporift  than; 
an  obJ6£t  of  efteetiii,  jnany.of  his  e:qireJB(B)v 
though  grols,  ai^e  laughable;  the  mode  of  per--' 
forming  this  partis  a  cyiiic  drynefk  of  cxprtlSon,- 
which  we  are  apt  to  think  Mr.  MajEKlin  hit  dff^ 
more  happily  than -any  other  perfomaer  we'ha;n? 
&eli;  he  w^  iextreoKly  pleafant  without  bdng  co- 
miical;  his  retxirts.  upon  Ciodio  were  inimitabljr 
ccmtFsAed ;  Mr.  Yates  is  no  lefs  chafle  and  cor- 
s^',  but  wants  an  equal  degree.  i^  force :  Mr,: 
&IUTE11  manifeftft  a  gk>w  of  uncharaftenlHc  goodf 
nature,  and  plays  ofT  qjo  many  vari^ions  of  iea- 
turej  he  feems  coo  fenfible  of  his  own  Iwrnour^  . 
aad  palf^bly  chuckles  where  he  Jhould  leave  thac 
t«t^y  to  the  audience. 

Ciodio  is  made  up  of  rhapfodical  volatiUty^i  he- 
appears  tD  have  no  idea-  beyond  the  charader  of 
cqnrf^  and  volatiHty  i  he  fcems  readv  to  addrefs^ 
any  womao,  or  to  Sght  with  any  man  :  intrigue^, 
mariiage  or  duelling  are  dl-  alike  to  him  v  he  is: 
thrown  into,  a  variety  of  whimfical  .fituations,  andi  - 
q>u(t  be  allowed  a  m,oft  favourable  part  for' any- 
a^or  who  has  fuitablecapabilides. 

Kotwithftanding  Mr.  The..  Cibbbr  muft  Have.- 
coUefted  many  adi*antageous  ideas  from  the  origi- 
nal, his  father,  and  author  of  the  piece;  we  never 
'  qould  think  him  fufficientty  poflef^  of  negligent: 
%rightlinefs  i.  he  too  often  mixed  the.  fonnal-  ele-- 
gance: 
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ganoe  of  a  Fop^ington,  and  funk  the  coxcomb  in 
the  man  of  fafliion  i  he  had  alfo  an  unpardona- 
Ue  .fault  whtcli  dilgraced  many  of  his  principal 
characters ;  that  was  making  ludicrous  faces,  more 
adapted  to  Abel  Dn^ger  than  any  clafs  of  genti-' 
Utjf :  K>  Mr.  Woodward's  Clody  we  give  a  great 
preference;  as,  to  us,  his  figure,  deportment  and 
cxjueiTioni  fill  i^  every  fatisfaidtory  idea ;  he  makes 
u(e  of  fomc  theatrical  manceuvres,  which  lean 
t^x>re  calculated  to  catch  the  million  than  critical 
jiodgement,  but  as  they  are  upon  the  whole  inno- 
cent baits  to  gain  applaufe,  wc  do  not  think  it 
neccliary  to  particularize  them.  If  pleating  the 
roajonty  be  the  ador's  moft  profitable  confidera- 
ti6n»  as  certainly  it  is,  this  gentleman  may  be  de- 
fended in  mofi;,  if  not  all  of  his  outre  ftrokes  j  the 
theatre  frequently  verifies  what  Cimberton  reiftarks ; 
*'  Niimrc's  too  fimplf ,  of  all  art  bereav'd  -, 
.  "  If  ihe  wgrid  will,  why  let  it  be  dcceiv'il.'* 
Mr.  King  haseverypleafing  and  eflential  requifitie 
for  Clody,  but  wc  never  had  the  fatisfadion  to  fee 
him  pe.'form  it. 

Carlos,  as  a  ftui^t,  is  moft  formally  pedantic, 
totally  unacquainted  with  life  ■,  as  a  lover,  eflthu- 
fiaftically  amorous  and  romantic  ;    he  has  coi^rage 

-  whun  called  upon,  and  appears  not  only  conitant 
in  his  afiedion,  but  comniendably  difintcrefted  in 
his  love t  he  is,  through  the  former  part  of -the 
play,  a  fubjed  of  efteem,  in  the  latter  an  obje£k 
of  pity  1  we  refpei5t  though  wc  cannot  admilre. 

As  a  part  he  is  not  very  favourable  to  the  aftor, 
as  fome  of  his  fcenes  are  incumbered  with  a  tcdi- 

■  OU9  fam«)efs ;  Mr.  Dbxtbr,  who  had  very  much 
of  the  gentleman  in  his.  appearance  and  expicflion, 

filled 
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tffled  up  this  part  fome-years  agi>  with  vwy  V'fe*fln& 
abUity,    yet.  we  muft  give  a  preference  to  Mr 
Ross's  requifites,  ere  his  perfon  increafed  bcyonH  '. 
tjSe  ideaof  aftudious  Hfe',    Mr.  Benslev  is-lean 
enough,  but  w^tnts  the  fofc  fkw  of  expTefllon,  and'- ' 
phttofophical  cofflpofure  of  look,  which  Oiould  - 
pi&ure  Carlc^ ;  he  is  too  auftere  in  ihe  b^;mmng; ' 
and  tao  boifterous  where  the  pafflons  come  in-;  wc  • 
remember  one  Mr.  W.  Giffard  marchii^  on  for 
this  part  fome  fifteen  years  ago  atCovent-Garden, 
who  had  fo  much  of  the  antique  paternal  pompo- 
frty  ftamped  on  his  performance,    that  in  fome 
places  he  might  have  paffed  for  Alexander  5    in ; 
rthers  for  Bajazet)    now  Cato,  then  Caftalio,  al! 
cKaggerated  :  fuch  -grofs  violations  (rf  nature,  fuch " 
an  unhaftiwrfious  gallimaufiy  of  afting,  fare  never 
Was  ieeny  and  paTi'hardly  be  conceived.  . 

'  £lv{ra  and  A^elina  are  Very  li^ewarm  ladies^ 
Specially  the  former,  who  is  much  more  of  a  foot, 
than  aphilofopher-,  if  any  thing  can  be  made  of 
Angotina  in  reprefentation,  Mrs.  Bulklev's  talents 
appear  well  adapted  to  make  the  burthen'  ^ree^ 
able.  .  , 

Louifa  is  as'  contempttble  a  female  as'  we  know  ( 
gktfsly  licentious,'  and  naturaHy  cruel  in  her  tem- 
per i  indeed  Ihe  foftens  at  laft,  and  Uirows  off  the 
monfler ;  but  we  think  that  fmce  fo  unworthy  a 
female  was  intr^uced,  it  woufld  have  been  but 
barely  confonant  to  public  juiticetO  hawpunifhed 
her  in  fome  manner  foitable  io  her  culpable  bcha- 
Vionr'i  kifiead  of  which,  fhe  is  aflo^ved  to  huddle 
&p  an  advantageous  match  'with  a  wortliy  man,' 
*rhal  iias  addreffed  her  for  years :  Mrs.  Hamiltqi^ 
6^  this  lady  great  juftice ;  we  may  fay  cncered  torf 

.  Vol.  It  K  k  k  faf' 
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hr  into  the  «wi|u»*s  mcaiiii^,  lor  it  is  Uaopeabtc  C» 
eyhilui  offenfivc  pi&urcs  of  naturo  in  ftiong  co- 
Iwrs. 

When  we  \o6k  back  upon  a&is  piece,  vc  miift 
^;Ma  cenfime  and  latncK  Mr.  Ciusr's  hardiiwEt 
to  THMure  and  work  upo«  So  poMooiitiucat  a  plott. 
h^jhfy  impcobubk  aitd  grofely  inxgidar  i  the  fend- 
jomts,  in  many  parts  of  this  coawdy,  convey  g^t^ 
ideas  i  many  (^  the  lixoes  are  too  kmg^  oAfn  t(K 
^lljr  inBgiiftntnt:  the  dialiogae  «  itatural  and 
%n^^id^  tiimigh  wud  «^  wit  and  ^egu^ ;  tbc 
naoni  ycry  vague,  Iyti%  v^lly  ia  this,,  that  the 
pnfiiqn  of  love  wiH  infpire  fttnan  to  roi^  up  prin- 
c^des  of  rcafett  and  a&ion,  which,,  till  he  ftels  tkas 
paffion*  iJc  donnant  in  lUs  breaQ: :  whit  utiluy  is 
inadcattii  hereby,,  ve  kmnr  not-,  bwt  this  we 
know,  that  yauog  mimd^  may  be  prejudiced  by 
ii)t  capicM  figure  in.  this  piece  of  tlvatricai  paim- 
ing. 

Upmr  t&c  wliole,  if  amaijdicnce  cbutr  ooerely  to- 
lau^.the  FOp's  Fortune,  when  well  pcrjEbnncd* 
wiU  g^ofy  that  viA ;  but  we  cannot  by  any  means 
recommend  it  to  perufal;  if  in  the  clofet  it  elcapes 
taiotiog  the  miiKl,  which  we  doubt,  k  may  be. 
fafely  aftrt^  that  no  inftni^a  canbe  d^jied 
&)m  the  piece.- 


The 
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the  DISTRESSED  MOTHER. 

A  Thaoedv:    By  Am.  Philips. 

xJIrESTES,  tbeibii<rf  Agamemnon,  in  div 
rafter  of  ambaflador  frwii  fevcral  Grecian  ftates, 
opens  this  piece  meetit^  molt  une]q)e£bedly,  and 
with  much  joy,  his  faithful  frieod  Pylades,  from 
vhom  he  had  been  feparatcd  by  a  ftorm  at  ica^ 
his  appeacanoe  and  ^lendid  retiaue  occafioo  friend- 
ly congratulation  upon  the  ^ipiutuit  iavouraUe 
reverfe  of  fc^tunci  but  we  find  that  -an.amorouf 
feeling  damps  any  pleafHre.  which  jnigiu  be  de- 
rived from  tiie  eminence  of  his  ftation. 

Fyladcs  exprelTes  iurpiize  and  concern  at  diis 
painful  weaknefs,  eijicctaUy  as  he  fuppofe^  his 
princely  intimate  loi^  itoce  freed  frofn  Stfcii  fn  ef- 
fcmtnating  bondage.  By  Oreftes's  exculpatory  ex-- 
plu^on,  we  find  thn  Hcrmione,  ,4ay^uier  of 
Meoelaus,  who  has  betrothed  her  to  I^hus.kiqg 
of  Epinis,  is  the  objaft  of  his  a&dioni  vt^  alfi> 
learn,  that  he  bad  endeavoured  to  ibake  o£P  the 
infiucDcc  of  her  charms,  but  being  anUicluly  de- 
puted a  public  miinfter  to  the  court  of  his  rival^ 
-where  he  cannot  avmd  iedng  the  phncefs,  lovp 
flows  in  upon  him  with  4  returning  and  refifUdi; 
tide. 

*  The  fubjeft  of  his  enriiafly  is  rather  Itrange  and 
di%raceful  id  his  employers  -,  a  vindi£Uvc  demand 
of  Aflyanax,  Heftor's  fon,  who,  with  his  mother 
AoiJrdmache,  are  captives  at  the  court  of  Epirus : 
K  k  k  z  OteSca 
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Difi'ffed  Mabtr. 

Oreftcs  in  this  fcene  fti'ews  himfelf  a,  man  of  very 
violent  paffions,  and  therefore  ill  calculated  for 
Mb}i<}  tn^)-  a  glqam  of  hope  t^cfhks  in  upon  ^  - 
'agitated  lover,  on  beiiig  informed  that  a  preference 
fhewn  to  Andromache  b/Pyrrhus,  occafions  Hcr- 
mion^  to  turn  her  thougfes  from  the  cold  ippnarch 
to  her  firft  lover's  tranfports. 

Here  Pyrrhus  enters  to  give  audience;  t^^ 
Oreftes  delivers  his  addrefs,  in  as  manly,  nervous,  - 
■and  plkuflble  terms,  as  the  futgeft  of  It  will  admit; 
a  great  (hare  of  dignified  humanity  breaks  forth 
frtirti  Pyrrhus  in  his  replies  j  his  determination  to 
■guard 'the  ^iJierl^s  and  widow,  amidft  every  peril, 
would  -nianifcft  true  magnanimity  of  mind,  but 
that'we  find  -an  amorous  inclination  at  the  bottom 
of  it;  after  many  remonftrances,  the  ambaffador 
foOnifl  Pyrrhus  re^efting  Hermione;  the  mo- 
narch's anfwer'  is  doubtful,  ho*ever  he  fends 
■Grefles-upon  the  agfceaWe  errand  of  feeing  the 
idol'of  his  heart.  '  " 

■Upon  Phoenix's  obfervation  to  Pyrrhus,  that  h« 
is  eiicmiraiging  a  rivals  he  exprefles  A  defire  of  fee- 
ing freed  from  thc'Princefs,  at  any  rate ;  here  'An- 
<frbmaehe  and  her'  confidante  Ccphifa  approach  \ 
the  former  being  addrei&d  by  Pyrrhus,  fhc  weep^ 
in^ly  tilms  the  difcourfe  to  her  fon  Aftyanax: 
"mintion  of  him  occafions  the  king  to  tell  her  what 
<hc  Grecian  ftatcs  demand ;  Ihe  claims  proteiSiqn, 
•which  he  promifes,  but  taxed  with  a  provifb'  of 
having-his  love  returned. 

His  propofitions  are  ardent  and  fiatirring^  -  but 
the  royal  widow's  infl«nble  attachnient  to  the  me- 
^ry  of  her  firft  lord,  thwarts  his  views  and  fol- 
licitations,  infommih  iliat  he  ftiews  f^fentmeot,  but 
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■  ..gives  her  time  for  -confideraiipnv  defiling  Ihe  may 
vific  the  child,  ajid,  refleft  while  flic  is'  anbraciag 
him,  whether  to  become  a  qupen,  and  fevc.her 
darling  boy,  or  remain  deaf  to  iotreaty,  and  lolp 
him  by  an  obftinate  perfiftance  in  widpwhood. ,  , 
..  Andromache  ■  in  a  fliort, .  pathetic  foliioquy, 
'founded  piQre  on  mafculine  heroifm  than  matem^ 
"tendernds,  fecms  to  rcfolve  upon  his  f^te,  an4 
.expreiTes  a  determination  to  fharcitj  thus  .ends 
.the  firft:  a£t.  .     : 

Hermione  begins  the  fecond  with  her  attendant 
Cleone,  whom  we  perceive  w.  be  a  partner  oi  her  - 
bofom  fecrets;  it  appears  thai  the  princels  had  »■ 
fufcd  an  audience  to  Oreftes,  but  by  periuafioa 
now  agrees  with  his  requcft  i  a  pmnt  of  conftif»on> 
wrought  by  her  fenfe  v£  the  unworthy  treat- 
ment ihe  has  given  him,  occaC.QB«d',the  refufal,  and 
a  fpark  of  pride  that  he  Iljould  find  her  in  a  foreign 
court,  neglected  by  the  man  to  wiufm  fhc  is  be- 
trothed^ ftrengthens  her  diftreis  of  mind-,  being 
irritated  againft  Pyrrhus  by  Cleone,  Ihe  determines, 
'  amidft  the  warmtt  or  jealous  refentment,  to  take 
the  advantage  of  Oreftes's  ambafly,  and,  under 
his  care,  once  again  to  feek  her  father's  kingdom. 

This  princefi,-  though  fomcwhat  juftified  by  the 
idea  of  a  rival,  triumphs  rather  too  vindidively 
over  the  unhappy  mother  and  her  diftrafted  fon ; 
her  palTion  for  Pyrrhus  appears  very  warm,  though 
her  lenfibility'  perceives  and  allows  the  merit  v& 
Oredes.  Here  the  ambafiador  makes  lus  ai^pear^ 
ance,  and  paints  ijis  fucceislefs,  yet  unabating  paf- 
fion,  in  very  emphaU9  terms;"  hearing  that  Pyr- 
rhus refufes  to  deliver  up  Aftyanax,  her  jealous 
relentmcnt  kindlirs  a-freih,  and  Ihe  cheers  her  lover's 
drooping 
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tdHk>t)ifig  ^irits  with  fomc  tenia  cxprriEons  ;  but 
u|>6h  being  t<^  bjr  him  that  Pyrrhus  ncglr^s  her 
chahtis,  wwmded  pride  confdOes  impadcnt  1«1- 
ingSi  and  Orcftcs  fails  under  blame  for  fugge^ng 
an  idea  fo  rtrortifying  to  beauty. 

After  Icrcral  ftruggles  aftd  changes  of  p^flioR 
'She  rcToltfts,  uhlefs  Pyrrhas  delivers  up  Ae  captive 
^bei)r,  ta  Tcrurn  ifrith  Oreftes ;  this  gives  the  prince 
fin^tiUf  fatiifaftion,  as  be  cannn  fuppofe  con^Ii- 
ancc  from  the  monarch ;  Pyrrhus  approaches,  an3 
k(j  tt^  artibafiafJor's  great  aftanHkmcnt,  tonfeAts  to 
tbt  demarid  friadc  fey  the  Grecians.  'Thundcr- 
Ahide  with  fo  unexpe&ed  a  cluage,  Oreftes  malcex 
a  cbftAiffcd,  4nd  bdeed  very  Uhchara£lefiftic  replyi 
thU  agitation  of  his  mind  is  much  increafed  by 
Pyrrhus's  declaration,  that  he  will,  on  the  fuccced- 
jng  day»  itc^vc  Hermione  as  his  bride,  and  from 
OreSes,  is  rcprelentative  of  her  father.  Pyrrhus 
iiaving  gSiaed  a  tiiomentary  triumj>h  over  his  pre- , 
jiidlci;  in  favotir  of  Ahdrbmache,  boafts  of  it  ia 
fuch  a  Rile  that  hJs  bdbm  coWiftHor  Phcenix,  who 
fees  with  the  difcerrang  eyes  ts(  unimpaflioncd  age, 
l&effis  to  think  his  ftrugglcs  like  thofe  of  a  lion  in 
the  foils,  which  only  fcrvt  to  encangk  him  more 
ileeply ;  the  iCtatcfman  exprefles  tiiic  doubts*  whicb 
\he  royz}  \ovtff  deems  ifl  grounded,  though  he  is  ob- 
.  liged  to  flip  out  an  acknowledg^Knt,  how  difficult 
il  is  to  root  up  a  fettled  attachment  ffom  the  hHlti 
the  fecb'nd  afl:  conciifdes  with  it  Dmflc  too  flowery 
and  poetical  for  an'agitited  mind. 

At  th^  beginning  of  the  thiixj  a£t  we  njeet  the 
ttto  frif  nds,  Pyfedes  and  Orcftes,  the  latter  vio- 
lentHy  lamufntiVig  his  waywaM  fate,  the  former  en- 
idjavBuiing,  by  cool  perfuafion,  to  appealc  his  paf- 
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fioos-,  which  however  hurry  <qi  to;  the  ^d^penUc 
and  unjuftifiablc  extrepicy  of  beving.  hijf  milbels- 
oiF  I^  force :  being  tn^de  feiUiUe  bow  ctvitraiy 
t9  his  iUtkw  atid  ptd)Uc  faith  fueh  an  ad  vo^lc^ 
be,  he  rccp^pfU  PyMes  tp  take  chaige  q£  A^a^ 
sax,  while  he  ref<dvcs  to  undertake  thecftteir^ue 
akmc}  but  rather  thvi  ^Sp^  thi>r  hif  ^^ti^)^ 
companion  rc^l^Ks  to  Ihafc  live  entia^iit*  V^^cinr- 
djmgqrqufi  andculf^le. 

Thii  p(Hnc  iMed,  l^knnuine  entov  W^  »  Af- 
quumed  by  Qrrib^  th^t  Fytthu^  ha$  coni^nte^  ^.. 
cTpouie  her&  tfapugh  Ihc doul»^  the  princ^ilc-Ol^ 
wh^h  the  nuMivch's-  fiidden  change  is  ibuixl|q4> 
yet  Ihe  appears  cxtmnely  willing  to  embrace  it. 
Oreftes  goes  off*  with  a  ieeming  reconciliat^  t» 
the  circumftancej  upon  which,  like  a  true  VQi9an>- 
fbe  Icems  nettled  that  her  old  lover  {^ou^  fo 
tamely  yield  his  hopes  to  the  new  one  ;  however 
the  appKiaching  gratifigation  of  her  rcfd  incUnatiqui,  ' 
difiipaoes  the  tranficnt  cloud  into  finiles  of  jc^. 
and  Hie  breaks  inta  a  rapturoui  elogiuip-  qji  the 
heroifm  of  her  intiended  bridf^jroom. 

Andconuche  hem  with  ipitiaiefy  grief  comes 
Hpon  the  princels,.  and  in  very  moving  terms  ^- 
Hcits  her  intcTpofidon'  in  &voi»  of  Aftyanax ;  to 
whkh  Ihe  makes  a  cold  and  rather  i^dainful  re- 
ply, that  concludes  wch  an  in&liiog  taunt,  the 
oifFspring  of  a  Uttle,  r«her  than  a  gseat  mind, 
which  latter  ^>ectc9  maintaias  dignity  even  in  K- 
fentment. 

Soon  after  Hcrmione  reures,  Pyrrhus  entcss  en- 
quiring for  her  i   perceiving  him  diftant,  Andro- 
mache's feus  for  her  child  increale,  and  for  fome 
time  fhc^  wants  re&>lttdon  to  addrefs  him  on  the 
fubjoftt 
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lulycft;  this  he' itittrprets  cbTdnefi  tihiftured  with' 
pride-,  fhe  makes  a  motion  to  retire,-  which,  occa'' 
fiohs  him  to  mention,-  with  forhc  degree  of  ruiEed 
cAnper,  the  futfendcr  of  her  fon;  fo  htart-wound« 
ing'  a '  circumffance''get3  the-  better  cf  modcft," 
tuhitTreferve,  arid  flie  fues  for  pity. 

^trhus  fuftaJM  Ker  fuppHcatiortt  for  forae  time 
with  unmoved,  firmtiefii  at  length,  touched  with 
her  pl^ts,  'he  orders  their  attendants  to  with- ' 
draw,  then  eicpluns  the  Hate  of  his  own  hearty  and 
his  political  concerns  %  telis  her  he  is  ready  to  fend 
away  Hennione,  even  at  the  utmoft  ptril  of  vin- 
diftive  nations,  "if  Iheiwill  befome  partner  <rf  his 
bed;  he  retires  ■with  again,  and  finally,  fubmitting 
to  her  choice,  meeting  him  in  the  temple,  or  lofing 
her  fon  for  ever. 

■  Brought  ttf  this'panful  dilemma,  flie  recapitu- 
lates Tome  very  powerful  motives  for  declining  a 
nWrriagc  with  Pyrrhus,  who  was  a  main  agent  in 
the  deftnnaion  of  her  former  huftiand  Hcftor,  his- 
ftmily  and  country ;  however  maternal  feelings  at 
length  prevail,  fhe  gives  dp  every  other  confidera- 
tion  to  the  prefcrvatiorlof  her  fon,  arid  then  rhinxs 
hcrfelf  ofF'with  morcjingle  th^  meaning. 

At  the  beginhing  of  the  fourth  aft  we  agairt 
meet  the  diftrefled  mourner  confirming  the  refolu- 
tion  juft  mentioned,-  artd  hinting  to  Cephifa  feme 
fecrei  defign  which- demands  her  confidence:  mal- 
Vtn  thus  fettledi  flie  goes  olF  to  be  robed  for  roy- 
alty, and  fcems  for  the  prefent  to  wear  a-  htait 
fomewhat  lightened  of  its  mortifying  load.  Hcr- 
mione  now  prcfents  herfclf  with  a  countenance  liill 
of  fuUen  and  vindiftive  foiTow ;  it  appears  (he  his 
beard  of  the  Intended  -nftpiials,  and  enquires  for 
Orettes* 


Dg.l.zedt,,COOgle 


The  DRAMA  t  Id  CENSOR.    44* 

Oreftes,  who  enters  aimoft  on  the  word;  rercnge 
for  the  flight  Ihe  has  received  is  infVantanconfly 
propofed,  which  Oreftes  feems  ready  to  undertake 
hy  open  force  of  arms,  but  her  impatience  irom 
jealous  rage  infifts  upon  immediate  fatislk&toa, 
even  in  the  cem^e. 

He  very  jufUy  rttnonftrates  agoioft  a  proceediog 
So  contrary  to  the  law  of  nanoiis,  as  far^  him  t» 
^ake  an  aHault  upon  a  monarch  who  has  hoipitablf 
4nd  honourably  received^  him  in  the  coiigdeacuil 
'jlile  c£  an  ambaOador  ^  however,  the  refult  of  thia 
■conierence  Ihews,  that  a  tndf  jedous  ndman  is 
'not  to  be  perfuaded  by  rcalba  ■  aor  humanity,  and 
that  a  man  totally  enflaved  by  love  is.liabk  to 
-commit  the  moft  unjuftifiable  .ai^ohs»  under  .per- 
-fuafioti  of  the  objeA  he  adotrs. 

After  Oreftes  reures  to  exectite  the  dire,  coiri- 
■fiiand  Hermione  has  enJMned,ihe  ;riumphs.in  the 
-idea  of  vengeance,  but  feeing- Pyrrhus  approach^ 
■immediately  fofbens  from  her  laiiguinary  purpoles, 
•and  fends  Cleone  after  Oreftes  *  a  Ihort  (cene  en- 
'fues  between  her  and  the  ^notiarch,  when  being 
-^ain  enraged  by  his  coldnels,.  Ihe  .goes  off  with 
•threats^f  £atal  tendency. 

Phccniic  afWr  hcrdeputUK:expFefles.  fear  of  his 
•ttufter's  fa&ty,  «hile  PyrriuiSf  intoxicated  with 
-love,  has  no  ^ppFebehfion  but  for  tb«  fafisty  6£ 
•'Andromache -and  her  fon:  the  intended  qoceot 
decked  ih  the  ttitgiiificence  (tf  bridal  gamnits, 
-Kext  appears  {.however  the  moital  gtorak  feeitas 
(.invari^ty  flxed^  and  w^  perceive  that  ekterdal 
•grandeur^  often  the  <aie,  'is  but  the  C0Teridg:«f 
-uUemal  ibrroWi 
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She  relatts  with  feminine  credulity  a  dream, 
from  whence  Ihc  forms  the  gloomy  refiilution, 
which  was  very  common  in  her  days,  of  ending  her 
cares  by  fuicide,  after  fhe  had  fecured  Aftyanax'-s 
life  by  fulfillii^  her  promile  to  Pyrrhns ;  this  may 
have  a  portion  of  heathen  hcroifin  and  delicacy  in 
it,  but  wants  our  idea  of  true  idblution,  which 
makes  it  cowardice  to  fly  cares  by  fuch  means, 
and  maternal  tendcmefs,  \riiich  will  encounter  any 
difficulty  to  watch  the  tender  years  of  an  infam 
oSspring,  flie  concludes  the  fourth  ad  with  affimi- 
lating  herfelf  to  a  viftim  gcung  to  lacriBcx,  a  ferni- 
ment  very  trite,  but  well  cnoi^  applied  co  her 
Atuadoh. 

A&  the' fifth  commences  with  Henmone  in  fo- 
liloquy,  full  of  horrors  at  having  doomed  the  ob- 
je&  of  her  affcdion  to  death  -.  theie  is  great  va- 
riety (^  ading  merit  in  this  fpeech,  and  the  ago- 
nizing throws  of  .a  mind  toin  benveen  love,  jea- 
kmfy,  revenge  and  repentance,  are  pidured  ftnk- 
ingly  by  the  pencil  of  nature.  Cleooe  comes  to 
the  aid  of  iter  unhappy  miftrefs,  and  roufes  up  her 
vet^eance,  by  dcfcribing  Pyrrhus's  progre&  to  the 
temple,  and  the  mortifying  Ottisfaftion  which 
flione  in'his  countenance;  borne  beyond  every  de- 
gree of  calm  refle&ion,  or  patient  fufFerancc,  Ibc 
indulges  the  moft  ungovernable  paflion,  and  it- 
news  her  vindidive  threats,  with  double  fuiy. 
Upon  the  entrance  of  Oreflxs,  who  iiifonns  her 
'  that  according  to  her  with  and  ezpreis  order  Pyr- 
rhus  had  been  (lain  at  the  altar-,  a  molt  ftrikii^ 
.and  we  think  natural,  turn  of  oiind  afiec^  the 
princefs ;  fiie  hears  the  manner  of  pyrrhus's  &U 
with  a  kind  of  fullen  diftradion,  then  breaks  forth 


Dg.l.zedt,,COOgle 


The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR.    44J 

DJfirrJM  *V>W. 

in  the  fiillnefs  of  paflion  againft  OrcAes,  for  having 
fo  readily  obeyed  the  jHecipitate  order  of  unthink- 
ing jcaloufy ;  the  ambaflador  vainly  endeavours  to 
vindicate  his  proceeding,  while  fhe  leaves  him  with 
tnoft  virulent  terms  of  reprobation. 

In  foliloquy  he  reftcfts  upon  himfclf  for  being 
hurried  by  love  into  io  unjuftifiable  an  action,  ef- 
pedally  for  one  fo  ready  to  accufc  htm  of  the  mif- 
chief  occafioned  by  hcrfelfj  Pylades  entering 
ui^;es  the  prince  Xa  a  neceOary  retreat :  loft  to  all 
feelings  for  his  own  fafety,  he  determines  to  remain 
u  all  events  with  Hermione.  '  Hearing  from 'his 
friend  that  the  unhappy  fair  one  has  expired  on  the 
corpfc  of  the  dere^ed  monarch,  his  reafon  gives 
way  to  accumulating  horrors,  and  at  length  refigns 
its  throne  to  the  moft  furious  diftraAion;  a  variety  of 
luiconneded  images  diftra£t  tus  ideas,  till  at  length 
nature. yielding  to  fuch  heart-rackinig  ftruggles,  he 
is  borne  off  void  of  all  fenfibility. 

Phoenix  enters  vnth  guards  feeking  the  Grecian 
aflaflins  who  have  fled}  Andromache  comes  for- 
ward, who  declaics  that  vengeance  Ihall  be  taken 
of  the  faithlefs  Greeks  \  then  gives  orders  for  the 
funeralof  Fyrrhiis,  and  concludes  the  play  with 
that  common,  but  moral  inference;  that  the  inno- 
cent, however  c^preQed,  meet  when  diey  leaft  ex- 
ped  it,  cfleAual  comfort  and  relief. 

To  confider  this  tragedy  at  large,  we  find  it  cri- 
dcally  regular,  both  in  the  plat  and  connefhon  of 
jcenes,  which  perhaps  takes  from  it  a  portion  of 
^irit  that  plays  better  fupplied  with  bufinefs  ma- 
nifefts  it  is  fo  thin  of  charafters,  that  a  famenefi 
creeps  through  many  paflages  ■,  the  verfification  is 
fufficlently  finooth,  widiout  an  enervating  mumo- 
LU  2  tony, 
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tony,  an4  the  fendmcnts  arc  elevated  without  fu<;h 
oa  indulgence  of  fancy  as  flv>cks  nature ;  however 
jLt  the  cataitrophe  y/e  perceive  a  fault,  which  is, 
leaving  the  audience  in  doubt  concqmii^'  the  fato 
of  OreAcs  i  as  we  have  no  grpund  to  form  an  idc« 
of  what  beconics  of  him.  whether  he  dies  diftra£tr 
(d  or  gets  back  fafe  to  Greece. 

As  the  author  has  not  f'crupled  (o  violate  real 
hiltory  in  the  htx  of  Hermionc,  he  might  as  well 
have  fixed  that  of  the  prince :  wc  are  alfo  of  opi* 
nion  that  the  boy  Aflyanax  might-  have  been  inttoi 
duced  to  confiderable  advantage,  as  a  real  peribni>' , 
Bed  objed  muft  ever  influence  an  audi(?nce  more 
than  an  ideal  charader,  witnels  the  ghofl:  in  Hamr 
let,  who  makes  a  much  greater  imprefiion  by  ap^ 
pearance  than  the  previous  -dercripdons  of  him, 
l^ugh  awful  and  emphatic  can  dov  we  h<^  it  wiU 
not  appear  an  Hibcrnicifm  to  mention  a  ghoft^ 
where  pcrfontBcation  is  iiinted,  ftnce  thole  chimeri- 
cal children  of  the  brain  are  cloathed  with  coipor 
real  femblance. 

In  point  of  charaAcrs  >ve  find  that  Pyrrhus,  wh«i 
has  been  a  vl^orious  profelyce  of  Mars,  like  many 
pjher  military  heroes,  lacrifices  the  dignity  of  hi> 
inind  to  the  charms  of  Andromache  j  nay,  he  givcf 
Up  common,  honefty  by  a  breach  of  hi&  ptightcfl 
faith  to  HennkuKi  his  palHon  is  obftina^ly  fixec^ 
neither  danger  from  abroad  nor  his  own  refte&iof) 
caq  deter  him.  In  performance  he  is  a  good,  bqt 
pot  a  ^«at  p-irt}  while  in  view  he  ^QOunands  at}* 
tentipc)  an4  rdpe£t,  but  he  taltes  kave  ef  the  ai^ 
^ifnce  in  an  in>per&it  ao^  unconfequ^ti^  tnaor- 
RCTi  \!fi  ^Ip  frxm  our  view  without  affi>rdiiig  thp 
^ea&  ceajbi^  to  Uiink  we  Q^  ooc  fe^e  h^  ig?ita. 
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Digmcy  of  apprarance,  and  placiditf  of  of- 
picffion  aic  efihitliil  to  the  reprdemation  of  thii 
charafter;  Mr.  Quin  po&flid  the  fi>nner,  but 
rather  in  a  brutilh  d^jec,  and  the  latter  he  was 
IJotsUy-  deficient  in ;  he  neither  looked  or  fpoke  the 
lorer.  Mr.  Baksv  has  done  the  part  with  more 
merit  than  an^  other  perfbn  we  remember,  and  &k 
issfa£tonl]r  fiilfilted  every  idea  we  could  form  of 
\t ;  he  looked  like  a  man  that  might  well  eng^ 
^lennionc's  aflbSion^  and  fpoke  like  oos  who  muft 
melt  the  heart  of.  Andromache,  had  not  grief  ren>- 
^cred  it  cafioua  to  all  other  &dbg.  Mr.  Diooi« 
/upponed  it  in  a  manly  becoming  mamter}  we 
knew  not  any  perfon  now  at  either  houfe,  who 
TTould  not  be  trifling  or  heavy  In  it. 

The  charafter  of  Orefts,  as  a  man,  makca  a 
inean  ^ure,  tho«^  as  a  lover  feverely  diftrefled, 
he  engages  fiitne  concern }  he  feems  willing  to  bo- 
■pkf  bis  truft  as  an  ambaflkdor,  and  then  turns 
^fliflin  in  obedience  to  hb  ungcwemable  paffioo; 
be  has  many  rapid  and  violent  tranTirions,  \riiich 
joffb*  XI  aftor  fair  opportunities  of  difplaying  kA- 
phal  powers  to  advantage:  Mr.  Ryak,  thou^ 
yery  uninteiefting  through  the  four  firfl  ai^,  threv 
pnxt  fire  into  dM  fifth  than  any  of  Jus  con^iitors 
-ffo  remember  J  bis  painting  of  the  diflia&ion  was 
fruly  fine,  and  die  ft^owing  words  in  panieular  he 
OPprrfled  inimitably;  **  I  fttver — oh»  I  fpoeze.'** 
Iifr.  Baickv  waauidformly  refpedable  through  the 
bharoffcer,  but  wanted  that  quick  fire  of  exprcffioif 
fb  reqmfite  in  many  paSages  \  Mr.  Movfiop  is  too 
faoifterous  >n-  expieffing  the  paflitHiS)  antj  mils 
through  the  whole  piece  in  a  moft  painAiI  manner, 
fdi^unbered  with  a  fiiflfoefs  of  depanmcnt  incom< 
paiible 
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patibk  with  real  dijgnity.  Mr.  Powkll  was  languid, 
|!otaIl7  unequal  to  the  princely  Greek  -,  Mr,  Hol- 
land had  fufficieac  powers,  but  moft  rude  and  in> 
digeficd;  hismechanical  formality,  and  ungovcm- 
;^ik  violence,  rendered  his  performance  in  geAcral, 
other  in^id  or  ofienfire  \  Fylades  and  PhcoUx  are 
in  pcHnt  of  a&ing  merit  below  criticifm. 

Andromache,  in  our  view,  appears  rather  a  n>> 
siantic  than  a  natural  charafter  ^  however  the  au- 
dKn-  has  made  her  fiivourable  to  the  adrels,  and 
very  inttrefling  to  the  audience.  Mrs.  Cibbzk 
was  undoubtedly  her&lf  alone  iii  the  Distrsssed 
MoTHEK  ;  hcT  feelings  were  deeply  pathetic,  and 
her  exprcffion  entirely  adequate ;  Mrs.  Bellamt 
difplayed  conftderable  merit,  but  was  not  equal  to 
her  great  cotemporary  and  ccvnpctitor,  though  con- 
fidciably  beyond  any  other  lady  who  h&s  come  with- 
in oqr  notice;  Mrs.  Barry  we  have  not  ieen,  but 
-think  Ihe  has  requifiKs  and  judgment  to  do  An- 
dromache gre»  jultice. 

The  Grecian  princefs  is  placed  in  very  odd  cir- 
cumftances,  and  indeed  her  condud:  feems  lull  as 
odd  as  her  fittracion  -,  love  is  extremely  capricious, 
and  often  runs  the  wifell  hea4s  into  actions  atber 
very  lidiculous  or  highly  culpable.'  Hcnnione's 
violent  afiedion  for  Pyirhus  may  therefiwe  apc^ 
gize  ibr  the  inconfiftencies  whidi  form  her  cha- 
TaAer  \  but  her  making  fuch  a  fool  of  poor  Or^^ 
and  her  infultit^  the  diftrefs  of  Andromache,  are 
ftrtmg  intficattons  of  a  fubtle,  ungenerous,  fclfifli 
mind  J  in  action  fhe  muft  be  very  coo^tcuous, 
^nng  full  fcDpe  for  the  difpUy  of  every  capital 
tragic  attribute. 

Mn. 
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Mrs.  WoFFiNOTOH,  in  point  of  voice*  was  not 
equal  to  the  paffions  of  this  part,  but  filled  up  every 
other  idea  with  piecing  and  fbrceaUe  ability.  Mn. 
FiTZHENRy,  had  Ihe  not  been  a  iervile  copy  of  the 
above-mentioned  lady,  would  have  gjren  much  £i- 
dsfa^tion ;  but  juft  and  impartial  criticilin  muft 
ever  frown  upon  fecond-hand  a<£ting :  if  it  was  dif* 
pleafmg  in  no  other  view,  this  alone  would  render 
it  fo,  bnn^g  to  recollection  the  merit  of  an  ori' 
ginal,  which  muft  ever  ftnke  more  than  tlK  tu^ 
pieft  imitation. 

Mrs.  Hamilton,  an  uncertain,  excentric  »Sm&, 
was  not  without  fome  excellence  in  per&nadng 
Hermione;  Mrs.  P&itchard,  bating  Bgore,  did 
the  princels  peculiar  jufticc,  but  upon  the  iriude 
we  arc  well  difppfed  to  give  the  capabilities  of  Mn. 
Yates  confiderablc  preference  to  any  who  have 
gone  before  her. 

The  Frenchified  r^ulaiity  oS  this  play,  wluch. 
ibme  very  able,  but  over-nice  critics  admired  at  its 
firft  coming  inro  the  world,  is  in  our  apprehenfioa 
an  enervatiog  circumftance ;  the  charafters  are  too 
confined,  and  but  indifferendy  difpo&d;  Mr. 
Phillips  was  happy  in  being  perfonally  acquaint- 
ed with  thofi:  eminent  geniulKs  who  flied  io  ^eat 
a  Ihftre  on  Qvkzh  Anne's  rei^  -,  from  thdr  par- 
tial fiicndlhip  a  much  more  reputable  account  was 
g^ven  of  this  tragedy  than  it  deferves  ^  for  beyond 
^  doubt  it  is  heavy  in  reprelentation,  and  languid 
in  the  cloiet. 

Here  we  take  leave  of  particular  pieces,  and 

ihall  now  en^  into  more  general  criticilms  on  com- 

pofidon  and  a&ion ;   hitherto  wc  have  religioully 

adhered 
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jflHcred  to  «tir  original  pnocipfe  df  impartial  tn- 
^ftigaxion,  both  of  jdays  and  psiemwrs  -,  «c 
have  not  praifed  the  dead  to  cut  t^  ^  living,  but 
ftry  freely  pOinad  out  akemtttkly,  excdtendes  and 
ctFOFs  as  thejr  hare  appearedi  not  one  fyllable  is 
the  Dramatic  Cbnbor  has  -been  -diftand  by 
inendly  tttachmeat  <»*  private  fuque;  fey  {bar  tfF 
iefentaient  or  hope  of  reward }  ^is  'afl^rtion  we 
defy  -any  perfon  mentioned  to  <K}atradiA  witii  rca* 
iaa  and  truth. 

Wc  wifh  the  Stage,  as  a  m^le-ttnd  trft^  in< 
IHtutioh,  increafe  of  fiiccels,  and  idl  tbe-daigent, 
deferving  fiuu- of  Thbspis  Pew»d;  our  ceniure  is 
hot  meant  to  prgudice  but  tn^rave  perfoFmers  wfa* 
tev  not  rao  lUf-fuffiaenc,  and  ouf  praife  is^fflTcrod 
«3  ui  incentive  to  emulative  merit. 

The  chata£terof  4n  a^r,  though  more  Kcet^ 
died  at  prefent  than  fome  years  llnee  -co-  ibdil 
tefteem,  is  yet  by  many  Md  'in  a -pprjudk^  -and 
^ai^l  lights  ftitheot  the  flutdow  of  Mafon ;  £>r  if 
« ]4ayer  is  in  privatt  c^iwader  a  good^nuui,  lus  [mo> 
*A^n  cannot  prevent  him  from  bdttg  an^fiattiaUe 
■bb^effci  if-everyprafe&itm'wasio  £itl- under  ]^^ 
iaove  andgetwal  interdidiw^  on  acceuitt -of  lane 
^^iflblute  and  dilgraceful  mMibers,  whtt  would  be* 
-ceoieof  even-the-inoftrefpedAUe<legrecs  <^  &ti 
•is religion Ids^acnd,  bec«ile-i(une«howear€iB9- 
Jfltcds  atC'nOt  only  a  di^race  tod^xlotK,  but 
j«ventohumk»  narare?  is  taw.lefi-itfpcAri^be- 
caufc  there  are  among  its  profeflbrs  vrtvtdies  4ite 
•&cnfice  every  idea  of-ju^ce-to-avai4eioUs,-iacr- 
-icenary  views  \  is  ,[^yfic  Jels  worthy  aRehtsonj-  be- 
-caufe  feme  ^  -  its  pra^tioners  vend -pc^fimMs 
•Jif^wns?   is  the  army  te&  bcoKnirabkj  becatrfe 
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an  unavoidable  mixtureof  feols,  knaves*  asd  com^ 
ards,  frequently  {hows  it&l£ 

If  there  is  an  alloy  in  all  human  adtiona,  and 
every  flation  of  life,  why  JHould  an  unchariublp 
irrational' mark  of  teprobatlon  be  fbimpcd  upon 
the  fans  of  the  Dramas  thoie  words  in  our  moft 
extraordinary  penal  ad,  refpeding  the  ftage,  *'  ;<»«> 
iirgf  or  reisard,"  are  the  ftrangeft  fuggeffion  that 
ever  entered  the  human  brain ;  if  pecuniary  advan- 
tage is  to  rcfled  difcredit,  what  fituadon  in  chia 
gFeat  ftage  of  life  U  exempt  ?  if »  as  we  liave  Jome- 
'  whcxe  found  it  feofibly  remarked,  dramatic  cnter> 
;fqtnnFiw(|jt  gre  either  co(itempahle»  or  penuciou^' 
why  fhculd  sot  the  writers  as  well  a&  peribrmers  be 
Jligmad«edi  yet  on  the  contrary,  «e  find  auchory 
treated  vith  the  lugheft  ixdpedl^  vlulc  the  poor 
a&an  are  viUfiedy  except  where  liberality  qf  mipd, 
and  gentilky  o£  educadoii,  rcfcue  tkem  from  fucb 
fiifagrecable  and  irrational  treatment. 

Whenwejcome  cocoalidcc  the  powers  anctdiverr 
iityof  dramatic  action  more  particularly,  we  JbaA 
perceive  that  a  perfoimer,  to  come  near  critical  pra^ 
priety,  muft  poflcis  an  intelligent  mind,  many  a- 
greeable  qualiiicadoib,'  ftroi^  feelings,'  and  at  leaffi 
a  decent,  if  not  a  good^  education. 

There  have  indeed  been  inftartces  of  fonie  per->_ 
foTihers  who  having  very  faint  imper&ft  ideas  of 
their  own,  became  by  infinite  puns  tolerable  organs 
to  convey  thofe  of  others  in  an  u^eeable  manner^ 
but  where  one  of  thofe  parroted  machines  arrives  at 
any  {lability  of  merit,  twenty  fall  to  the  ground; 

There  is  nothing  niore  eafy,  or  merit  ootiimonV 
than  for  a  n^ana^rical  finefle  to  preponderate  a- 
gainft  public  judgment^  an  admiration  of  novielty 

Vetb.  U;  M  m  m  ii 

«  n^iiz^iuGooglc 


450      The  DRAMATIC   CENSOR. 

is  a  Britifh  charafteriftic ;  this  induces  the  audience 
to  give  every  new  perfonncr  a  favourable  recq>- 
tion  i  fuch  commendable  good  nature  is  anticipa- 
ted by  preparatory  puffs,  and  corroborated  by  twen- 
ty or  thirty  pounds  worth  of  well  difpofcd  orders, 
who  are  to  furnilh  the  deceitful  and  tranftrary  ftamp 
of  noify  approbation.  The  objeft  of  this  appro- 
bation fancies  the  applaufc  defcrved,  grows  conse- 
quential, and  never  Eums  at  improvement,  but^dk 
in  public  opinion  as  faft  as  it  rifes  in  its  own. 

This,  among  many  others,  is  a  point  of  high  re- 
proach agunft  the  manors ;  let  young  and  fifing 
merit  work  its  own  way,  take  care  that  the  party 
of  an  envious  veteran  does  not  nip  die  fwelfing  bud ; 
but,  at  the  fame  rime  gentlemen  pro«ders  for  pub- 
lic talle  don't  palm  upon  us  Dutch  plaice  for  tur- 
bot,  or  necks  of  beef  for  firloins }  don't  grapple  at  fo 
many  thoufands  a  year,  but  let  your  \xncf$£ton 
fatisfoftion  keep  fome  decent  kind  of  pace  wirfi 
your  ownwd^ty  emoluments  j  a  paltry  take-In 
b  below  men  of  foife}  impoftrions  are  beneath  men 
of  honcfty. 
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A 
SHORT   DISSERTATION 

Theatrical   Management. 


,f\.MONGST  the  many  fimilitudes  which  have 
bgeti  applied  to  a  Theatre,  down  from  a  kingdom 
to  a  cook's-fliop,  the  former  ftrikes  us  moft  j  wc 
view  it  as  a  little  but  intricate  ftatc,  where  he  who 
provides  Ihould,  like  the  monarch  of  a  political 
conftitution,  fcek  without  any  prejudice  for  cm-  a- 
gainft  individuals*  after  merit;  which,  when  found, 
ought  to  be  cherifhed  and  rewarded :  r^ularity  of 
bufinefs,  and  propriety  of  decorations,  are  mattters 
of  eifential  concern ;  but  mechanical  itifihefs  in  the 
one,  which  too  often  appears,  and  gUre  in  the  other, 
not  only  offend  but  miQead  judgment. 

A  manager  as  caterer  for  public  tafte,  fhould 
fiudioully  avoid  adulterating  that  tafte  with  fpecious 
trifles,  fplendid  nothingnefs ;  Sadlers  Wells  would 
be  laughed  at  ihould  they  attempt  tr^edies,  and 
Comedies ;  why  then  ftiould  Royal  Theatres  trcfpals 
on  the  prerogative  of  buffooneiy?  we  remember  a 
prologue  of  Mr.  Garrick's,  wherein  he  was  re- 
markaibly  fevere  on  harlequinades,  yet,  by  fome  un- 
accountable influence,  he  foon  entered  warmly  into 
M  m  m  2  an 
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an  emulative  exhibition  of  thofe  exotic  unmeaih 
ing  whims  which  he  had  fo  juftly  condemned. 

How  much  credit  would  have  beef  n  reflefted  on 
his  ngme  had  he  banifhed  fuch  iUegitiinate  bant- 
lings of  tiie  ttrama^  fuch  incongruous  medleys  fron) 
tKe  Ibig^ ;  CO  lay  that  his  own  ftcrling  merit,  fup- 
ported  by  fo  excellent  ^  company  as  he  then  had, 
could  not  havedcfended'the  breach  of  common 
fenfe  againil  the  patched  coat  and  wooden  fword, 
is  paying  nationa]  tafte  a  miferaUe  compliment  i  in- 
deed matters  are  now  gone  fo  far  that  according  tq 
fhec(>mmon  proverb,  we  may  foonhopeto  fee  them 
mend,  fincc  it  is  abfolufcly  impojfibie  they  Ihould 
pc  worie. 

hit  not equdly aftonifliing  that  Mr. Colmak, 
who  has  given  fome  pleafing  proofs  of  genius^ 
ever  fmcc  he  has  afTtimcd  the  reins  of  theatncal  go^ 
vemment,  flrould  have  laid  down  the  quill  (for 
Man  and  Wrrt,  and  the  Oxoniak,  we  efteein  as 
pothing,)  to  mix  with  carpenters,  projeftors,  &c, 
in  the  fabrication  of  fnip  fnap  changes,  Witches, 
Demons,  Mother  SHptons,  paltry  ballads,  fece 
maknig,  tumbling,  jumping,  and  all  the  wild  &c. 
ofpantominricd  mummcryj  poorRicH,  as  linawii^ 
no  better,  was  at  Icaft  pard<»iable,  if  not  commen- 
dable, for  he  gave  the  public  what  he  loved  him- 
felf ;  what  exctrfc  can  be  made  for  thofe  who  fiimilh 
their  audience  with  fach  ftuff  as  they  muft  necef- 
farily  and  naturally  delpScf  Acre  is  but  one,  and 
that  IhanafoHy  awkward  j  ?hat  their  ible  motive  is 
to  get  money,  and  if  nonfcitfc  fan  o(>tain  that  gol- 
den aim  with  more  eafc  and  advantage  then  ele- 
f^rmt  inftrudKve  compofitiona,  vaniflj  genius,  what 
hAve  we  to  do  with  thee  I  bo,  let  dulnefs  wave  her 
^aden 


L)^i.z«iuGoog[e 


The  DRAMATIC  CENSOR,      45, 

leaden  fceptre,  and  lay  the  piercing  ^res  of  i:iicicifm 
faft  afleep,  vhik  our  puries  fwell  with  golden 
harveft. 

But  is  the  genius  of  wridng  alone  hurt  by  thefe 
dumb  burlefijuei  upon  the  dignity  of  human  rea* 
Ton  ?  no,  the  genius  of  afting  is  Ifall  more  deeply 
wounded,  as  may  be.  plainly  erinced;  in  an  efta- 
blifhed  winter-theatre,  it  ufid,  and  ought  to  be  die 
rule,  to  have  every  diftin£t  ca&  of  playing  fupplied 
by  perfonq  who  kept  uniformly  in  that  un& ;  now 
we  find  the  iKro  of  to-night,  often  more  properly 
to-morrow  night,  performing  a  chara£l»r  of  no  con- 
fequoice,  inftance  MefTrs.  Huasr,  and  Palmer, 
at  Drury  Lane,  and  many  others  at  each-  houf^ 
who  occafionally  mount  aloft  j  this  is  certainly 
cBconomical,  though  not  commendable;  for  the 
managers  hereby  get  two  or  three  performers  for 
the  price  of  one  j  and  are  freed  not  only  from  the 
weighty  charge,  but  alfo  rite  painful  confequcnce  of 
men  really  meritorious. 

Befides,  if  one,  two,  or  three,  of  the  ftop^ps 
either  retire  of  themfclvcs  or  are  taken  oiF  by 
death,  their  places  are  eafily  filled  by  fome  of  the 
.  thirty  (hillings  a  week  tribe,  who  fnatch  greedily  at 
.  an  additional  guinea  to  become  capital,  and  bind 
themielves  rixree  or  four  years  for  apwiurious  pit- 
tance. 

There  is  another  refource  for  recruiting,  which, 
though  private  emolument  may  have  occurred, 
has  thefe  three,  or  four  years  paft  afibrded  very  lit- 
tle public  entertainment ;  1  mean  collecting  from 
itinerant  companies  people  who  have  aflxjniftied 
villages  and  market  towns  for  years ;  of  whom 
there  is  not  the  Icaft  hope  of  improvement ;  and 
Jhovina 
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fbovmg  them  on  under  the  artfiil  (heker  of  a  firft 
appearance;  each  of  thefe  adventurers  is  engaged 
at  fuch  a  rate,  that  the  attraftion  of  a  firft  night, 
generally  pays  his,  or  her  whole  falary  for  the  fca- 
fon  J  if  criticifm  withers  all  hope  the  firft  attempt, 
there  is  no  lofs  but  to  the  unhappy  individual, 
who  meets  condemnation  j  if  they  exift  thtee,  four, 
cr  half  a  dozen  nights,  which  orders^  2x\A.  paragraphs 
mayeafily  effeA,  the  managers  are  fure  to  gain  ; 
and  then  the  neglected  otye£ts-  may  fink  as  &ft  as 
they  can,  to  make  way  for  others  equally  infipid, 
but  IcTs  known,  and  therefore  more  attra£tive. 

That  this  game  has  been  moft  induftrioufly 
playedof  late,  and  with  ctmfiderable  fuccefs,  is  evi- 
dent to  the  ftiame  of  London  audiences,  who,  by 
Verting  their  own  judgement  and  dignity,  Ihould 
|HTvent  the  prafticc  of  kidnapping  performers  who 
might  live  decently  in  the  country,  to  render  them 
defpicable  and  obnoxious  in  the  capital. 

There  is  one  circumftance  of  power  which  we  ap- 
prehend contributes  to  render  the  fituation  of  our 
patentees  rather  uneafy  to  thnnfelves,  as  well  as 
prejudicial  to  genius ;  we  mean  the  reception  or 
.rejefUonof  new  pieces  >  we  lay  it  down  as  a  pofi- 
tive  rule  that,  in  duty  to  the  public,  each  houfe, 
if  fumilhed  with  fo  many  (hould  produce  fix  new 
plays,  and  as  many  after  pieces  every  winter ;  iffo 
many  are  not  furnilhed  and  approved,  they  cannot 
be  expefted  from  the  managers;  but  if  they  are  pro^ 
duced,  no  Mother  Shiptons,  no  Jubilees— -mere  cuf- 
ards  of  foUy,  Ihould  be  fcrved  up  fuch  a  multitude  of 
fucceffive  nights }  fuch  an  opening  would  ^ve  every 
dramattcwricerafair  chance;  andthatintrinfic  merit 
fiione  fhould  prefent  itfelf  without  the  inftruftive, 
%  dt^jmatkai 
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dogmatical  recommendations  of  titled  blockheads, 
which  is  at  prefent  almoft  the  only  path  to  admiffiont 
That  men  of  liberal  educauon  might  not  be  taxed  with 
the  mortifying  neceflity,  of  tedious  and  fcrvile  atten- 
dance, let  a  Dramatic  Society,  or  lN<iyEsT,  fijr 
the  examination  of  every  new  piece,  that  may  be 
fent  for  their  infpcftion,  be  cftabliftied;  let  the  au- 
thors be  under  the  ftrifteft  obligation  not  to  dilclofe 
themfclves  till  the  fate  of  their  produftions  take 
place,  let  that  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  votes, 
and  let  the  feal  of  the  inqueft  be  an  undeniable  re- 
commendation to  the  m^i^rs,  whom  we  would  fo 
far  indulge  as  to  be  conftani  members  of  the  fo- 
ciety. 

Upon  this  plan  we  are  confident  more  plays,  and 
with  much  more  credit,  would  annually  appear ; 
genius  would  then  apply  itfelf  in  a  becoming  man- 
ner, and  feldom  fail  of  due  reward. 

That  we  may  not  feem  too  hard  upon  managers, 
we  cannot  avoid  obferving  that  the  third  and  futth 
night,  with  the  advant^  of  Printing,  muft  be 
a  very  adequate  reward  for  any  play,  fuppofing  it 
to  coft  the  author  twelve  months  application ;  and  if 
any  production  of  that  kind  takes  more  than  half 
the  time,  we  are  ready  to  believe  it  ^will  prove  labo* 
rious,  and  unpleafing. 

As  to  drcjfcs  and  fcenery,  iho&  indifpenfible  pa- 
raphernalia, ihey  have  been  extremely  well  attended 
to,  and  elegandy  fupplied  for  the  laft  levcn  years,  in 
fo  much  that  we  may  truly  fay  theftage  has  propor- 
tionally improved  in  decorations,  as  it  has  declined 
in  aSing  merit;  it  is  now  fbr  themoft  part  fplen- 
dtdly  infipid;  we  have  the  robes  and  procellions  of 
tr^dy,  but  want  her  fpiriti  howjuft  an  applica- 
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tion  in  this  feitie,  nuy  be  made  from,  Ophelia  "  fie^- 
mg  what  wt  bmie  jten,  ^*Z  """l^"*  vftfte" 

It  was  certainly  well  fu^eftsd  by  Mr.  Foote,  icr 
his  occafional  prologue,  that  **  Taykrs  are  deemed 
the  sniy  psets  luw"  and  if  we  add  that  carpenters  are 
the  ci^  a&ora  £<»*  bringing  money,  we  fball  not 
exaggerate  much,  but  this  will  ever  be  the  cafe  till 
public  fpirit  throws  jult  and  neccfiary  contempt 
upon  fudi  frippery  exhibitions  as  nature  and  realbn 
mutually  blufh  at  v  nor  will  fuch  impofittons  be 
eafily  fui^Mvfled  till  avarice  is  alarmed  and  frighted 
in  her  fordid  dca  behind  the  curtain,  by  the  tremoK 
4ous  and  irrcfiftabk  voice  o£  public  clamour^ 
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SUMMARY     VIEW 


Mofl  Known  Dkamatic  Writers. 


H. 


Laving  offered  fome  hints  to  abate  that 
rancorous  pr^udice  which  attacks  the  charader  of 
a  player}  that  illiberal  cenfure  which  Ibgmacizes 
the  profeffion,  as  not  only  obnoxious  to  moral 
redtitude,  but  contemptible  in  fbciety-,  it  becomes 
a  duty  to  offer  our  readers  fome  remarks  upon 
theatrical  authors,  with  this  referve,  that  our  cri' 
dcifms  upon  them  muft  rather  be  general  than 
particular. 

Mr.  Pope  has  ftilcdan  honcft  man  the  nobleft 
work  of  God,  This  is  perhaps  an  exaggerated 
complizncnt  to  the  human  fpecies,  efpeciaUy  if,  as 
the  Chiiftian  faith  dire(5ts,  we  allow  the  exigence 
v£  bdngs  much  more  refined,  much  nearer  the 
purity  of  abfohite  per&dion,  than  we  in  a  ftate  of 
iiail  mortality  can  come ;  in  the  lame  light  we  con- 
iider  Mr.  Addison's  aficrtion,  that  a  good  tragedy 

Vol.  II.       .  Nnn  it 
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istheoobleft  woik  of  man.  Howcrer  thus  much 
advanUge  we  may  derive  from  his  opinion,  that  a 
plajr  founded  on  Tirtuotts  principles  is  a  valuable 
acquifition,  and  that  the  author  <^  it  may  be  deem- 
td  an  ornament  as  well  as  a  friend  to  his  coun- 
try. 

The  moral  re£Htude  of  Mr,  Addiscw  never  has 
been  called  in  qucftiont  his  writings  are  all  chaftc 
and  inftrudtivc;  his  drcumftanccs  were  indepcn- 
dant  of  enujlumests  as  an  author,  therefore  we 
may  very  juftly  infer,  that  his  approbation  of  the 
ftage  proceeded  from  cool,  difinterefted,  impartial, 
conviction;  that  it  was  worthy  countenance^  not 
piwely  a|  ai^  anigfcment,  but  as  a  fchool  of  im- 
provement ^  that  it  has  been  proftituted  to  very  un- 
worthy views  by  Ibme  men  of  great  abilities,  muft 
be  acknowledged*  fo  has  the  pulpit  by  fordid  iccp^ 
ocs,  andwildendiufiaftsi  fo  have  die  coitm  of 
jufticc  by  yenal  judges,  and  corupt  praftittoncn  i 
inibortplays  and  piayers  mtiy  isduce  their  pka  of 
teputation  M  one  fingk  obvious  point,  iriiereEe^QD 
readily  and  powetfiiUy  fuppoits  their  ctnifei  if  in 
cwnmon,  with  erety  circumftance  and  itatkm  of 
liie  they  manifcft  an  alloy,  fure  dwy  cuiikot  merit 
general  cooderaoatiQn  Ibr  mx  being  totnlljr  &ce 
ftom  blame. 

It  IS  very  remadublc,  that  not  one  of  the  hot- 
mouthed  preachers,  or  bedlamite  authors  wha  have 
declaimed  and  wrote  agaioft  the  fb^  enr  t^Eaed 
inorethwiadiSufe,iuifupported>  malevdcBC  cbBi;gc» 
that  the  infldtution  b  diabt^al;  if  they  are  pof- 
fef&d  of  any  arguncocs  to  makegpod^is  gtoamy 
AflmiBD,  ttwytaJce  care  never  to  let!  dun  fl^JfOD 
piddic 
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public  view,  ImA  itiveftigation  IHonId  prove  dieiii 
to  be  the  fn^h  of  fermented  malice. 

It  is  in  vain  to  contend  an^  pmnt  with  #retchei 
whom  avaricious  viewsj  or  obWnatc  ignorance,  for- 
tify ^unft  all  approaches  of  i^afon ;  Inimals  in  the 
human  fliapc^  who  cover  wolfiih  hearts  with  the 
in6flK!iirive  femblmce  of  Aieep,  who  endeavour  to 
render  the  patemial  difpenfations  of  providence  in- 
efleftuali  *ho  change  the  comfortable  fmilea  of 
religion  into  thfc  tticm  mortifying  (iowns;  who  pre- 
tend that  mifery  here  is  the  fafeft  road  to  happinefl 
hereafter  j  who  would  break  the  fpirit,  and  rtftrain 
die  faculties  of  man^  undei-  pretence  of  reftify- 
ing  his  mind  *,  who  would  upon  the  whole  prevent 
or  fupprefs  the  taxA  kudaUc,  and  eUtntial  ordina- 
lions  of  fociety,  <6  nlake  the  grtat  and  miildtiid!- 
nous  ftage  of  nature,  otle  deplorable,  unvarying  fceae 
of  numbering  ItiQpidity,  frenzied  difcontent,  ot 
tragic  exhibition. 

The  mimic  ftage  deritvs  from  fuch  foci  mucli 
more  credit  tluul  pt«)udice;  wfierefdre  to  their  <iwo 
dulne&,  hyjiocrMy,  or  avarice,  we  leave  thcrfi,  tide 
forgetting  in  Chriftian  charity,  to  with  every  pitiable 
or  detectable  chirafter,  i  fpeedy  and  entire  refor- 
macion. 

SHAKtapKAftE,  who  has  hf  general  conient,  beeh 
(tiled  father  of  the  £nglllli  drama,  firA  presents 
himfelf » his  ctutf aAerifKcs  ia  tragedy  are  fupportlng 
and  purfiling  itlt  the  paffions  which  agitate,  adorti, 
ordifgracebuman  Aature  to  their  utmo^  e:ctent ;  a 
ftrift  and  mdft  pralieworthy  adherehce  to  iihifor-. 
mltyof  ch«'a6ber,  botSitn.  cbndo6t  aiutUhguagC) 
he  never  fmlcs  ah  elevated  perfonage  in  (^alii^e, 
nor  raifes  i  low  one  by  improper  (Ughitj  of  ^hrafe^ 
N  n  n  2  rarietf 
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variety  and  ftrong  contrafts  Icem  always  in  his  view, 
he  well  knew  the  force  of  his  own  genius  and  fought 
fubjeds  ibitable^  his  choice  of  hiftorical  pktti 
was  highly  judicious,  as  a  more  extenHve  field  than 
any  other,  a  field  in  which  fcarce  any  other  zutboi 
has .  ranged,  wjth  fuccefs,  except  Bankes,  whofe 
well  chofen  fubjefts  made  the  worft  writing  that 
ever  efcapcd  poetical  pen  bearable. 

Though  we  fliould  have  been  forry  to  percove 
the  trammels  of  cridqifin,  on  Shakbspeari's  fire- 
eyed  Pegafus,,  yet  we  rather  wifh  that  he  had  not 
Ihown  fo  total  a  contempt  for  probable  regularity  i 
he  certainly  might  have  obferved  foroe  bounds, 
without  any  prejudice  to  his  imagination,  and  we 
particularly  lament  thofe  difgufting  fcraps  of  fefhio- 
nable  buffoonery  which  occur  in,  and  dilgrace,  ma- 
ny of  his  beft  pieces  :  in  comedy  we  find  him  fan- 
cifiil  and  pleafant,  his  characters  are  rich  and 
pleafmg,  though  obfolete;  his  plots  in  general 
good,  though  irregular,  TiipUt  of  his  cataftrophes 
fatbfaCtory ;  his  converfation  nervous  and  pointed, 
but  in  fomc  places  rather  ftiff;  faults  frequently 
occur,  but  they  are  hid  amidft  a  blaze  of  beauties ; 
and  it  may  be  trujy  laid  of  this  author,  that  criti* 
cilin  relu^antly  {tumbles  upon  his  blemiihes,  havr 
ingfo  rich  a  fund  for.praiieand  admiration. 

Drydek,  as  a  tragic  writer,  encouraged  twmbaft 
ideas  and  pompofity  of  verliBcation,  aiming  more 
at  the  marvelloys  than  juft  pictures  of  nature ;  how- 
ever his  All  for  Love  has  merit,  and  there  are 
fome  mafterly  ftrokcs  in  the  character  of  Dofax,  in 
Don  Sebastion  ;  in  thofe  fcepes  of  CEdipus,  fud 
to  be  written  by  him,  we  difcover  great  merit,  and 
may  Jullly   conclude,    that    his  play)  in   rhime 
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were  the  eHfeftof  a  fcrvile  compliance  with  falfc 
tafte,  occafioned  by  very  unfavourable  circum- 
ftances,  which  perverted  hb  genius,  and  cnflaved 
his  opinion;  indeed  his  principles  appeared,  upon 
every  occafton,  fubfervimt  to  pecuniary  advan- 
tage. 

Notwithftanding  there  are  foow  well  ima^ned 
whimfical  chara£lers  in  his  comic  writings,  the  de- 
ceftable  licentioufhefs  with  which  they  are  loaded, 
renders  them  obnoxious,  and  we  could  wiJh  them 
funk  in  oblivion  j  a  diflblute  court  will  ever  taint 
public  entertainments,  as  well  as  private  conduft; 
and  it  feems  Dryden's  peculiar  misfortune  to  have 
written  in  a  reign  when  vice  was  patronized  by  the 
faigheft  authority  (  a  reign  which  wanted  the 
hcmeft  indignation  and  keen  fadreof  a  Juvikai  to 
chaftize  and  cxpofe  its  infamy. 
.  Ben  Johnson,  though  ranked  fo  high  in  literary 
fame,  does  not  appear  to  us  deferring  of  fo  honou- 
rable a  ftationi  his  tragedies  are  the  moft  ftiff,  un- 
couth, laborious,  linafTctfting, productions  weknow, 
fpun  out  to  an  intolerable  length,  by  tedious,  un- 
ciScnual,  declamatory  paflages,  tranllated  frc»n  the 
clafficsj  three  of  his  comedies  have  juftly  received 
the  ftamp  of  general  approbation-,  Volpone,  Si- 
lent Woman,  and  Every  Man  in  his  HuMOtrn; 
yet  even  in  thefc  nature  feems  rather  CRrricatar*d, 
^d  there  are  many  blamable  intrufions  upon  de- 
licacy of  idea  and  expreflionj  the  remainder  of 
his  works  might  have  dubbed  any  man,  lefs  lucky, 
with  the  title  of  a  bad  writer,  and  we  are  perfeftly 
of  opinion  that  naming  him  with  his  great  cotem- 
porary,  is  pairing  authors  as  poulterers  do  rabbits, 
H  fat  and  a  lean  one, 

Otwav 
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Otwait  was  peculiarly  happy  in  a  Ml  and  tw- 
rivalkd  pc^feQioii  c^  the  true  Ptthos^  ki  his  two 
plays  (^Venice  Preserved  and  the  Orphan,  the 
audience  are  asvct  kft  to  a  Hate  of  indifeRncq 
but  ticddomi  by  a  fucccffion  of  intercAi^  ftiokcs 
toamoft  ^ling,  fympathedc  attention}  lus  vcifi- 
fication  is  the  mojGb  unaSe&ed  and  natonl  for  dia- 
logucof  anyweknov}  but  the  whole  of  his  re- 
putation Ihould  reft  upon  the  two  pieces  we  hftvc 
mendcmedi  his  <Khcr  produdibas,  of  the  lerious 
caft,  are  very  meig^  and  his  cmnedtes  not  only  poor, 
but  infamous }  it  fecms  to  have  been  a  fetclcd 
piaxim  with  Otway,  to  (how  the  mcft  uoAvDoia- 
ble  pictures  o£  human  life^  yet^  hy  a  kind  of  be- 
witching powef,  he  anneiies  pity  to  the  diftcefs  o£ 
fuch  charades  as  fliould  nubcr  fall  under  coo- 
tempt. 

Rowe  delerves  the  praile  of  being  chaftc,  morale 
and  pathetic ;  he  has  evidently  inih^dlion  conftant- 
ly  in  view;  his  merit,  fave  one  uofortonate  at- 
tempt upon  comedy,  is  more  uniform  than  that  of 
miy  other  writer}  it  is  true  he  docs  not  r^e  within 
many  degrees  of  Shakespeare's  peculiar  eleva> 
tion,  but  at  the  fame  time,  he  never  fuiks  lb  km; 
and  it  is  not  an  exaggerated  com{^itKnt  to  fay  of 
him,  as  LoiiD  Littleton  has  done  of  THOWfsw*, 
thaX  he  never  wrote  a  line  which,  dying,  he  inig^t 
wiih  to  bloc-,  his  Fair  Fekitent  and  Jake  Shore, 
keep  the  ftage  molt  conftantly,  though  we  thaA 
his  Tamerlane  rather  fuperior,  and  his  Ahbiti- 
ous  Step  MoTHERequaltaeither;one,aAdoalyone, 
fault  we  find  with  this  amiaUe  author,  which  b, 
making  all  his  chara^ers  fpeakinexadUy  the  Dune 
ftile,  furniOiing  them  with  too  rich,  too  ftnciful  J 
araift 
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ftrain  of  expreSion,  and  'ftequently  making  the 
ppct  take  place  of  the  character. 

Lee  polfeflcd  great  fire  of  imaginati<Mi  and 
muchtendemeis}  but  we  need  no  other  infumation 
than  perufal  of  his  lueces  to  know  that  his  brtua 
vas  frenzied ;  Theodosius  nptwithftanding  maay 
Orange  extravagancies,  is  fufficient  to  fix  his  claim 
to  poetical  merit. 

The  mufes  beftowed  finiks  of  peculiar  favour  oa 
Mr-  Addison,  but  his  poem  of  Cato  hardly  ^vea 
him  title  to  the  ftile  of  a  dramatic  authw;  if  ha 
y/as  really  writer  of  that  pleafing,  natural,  lim|^ 
comedy,  the  Drummer,  we  readily  admit  him,  sbd 
wiih  he  had  favoured  the  world  with  more  {woduc- 
tions  of  a  fimilar  kind. 

Thompson  feems  to  have  been  much  better  cal- 
culated for  eafy  poetry  than  theatrical  comporitiont 
yet  his  plays  ftrongly  manifeft  a  knowledge  of  na- 
ture, a  moral  delicacy  t^  judgment,  and  great 
ftrength  of  expteiHoni  but  they  are  wanting  in 
point  of  bufme^  incidents  are  too  thinly  fcattered, 
and  his  fcena  frequently  f^  from  their  length,  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  known,  or  coniideRd,  the 
effect  o(  reprefentation,  and  criticilin  may  eafily 
dUcoyer  chat  he  wrote  mott  for  the  clofet  than 
the  ilage. 

From  all  we  can  colled  o£  thk  refpedable  «i- 
thor,  we  may  conclude  that  he  was  fo  tenacious  o£ 
a  virtuous  tendency,  he  never  could  have  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  flatter  depraved  tafte,  as  Drvmv 
did. 

WerecoUeft  adrcumftance  in  his  life,  wMch, 

thot^  foreign  toour  plan,  muft  be  pleaTmg  to  er^ 

ry  generous  mindi  a  very  &nA   condial  intimacy 

fubfiftcd 
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foblifted  between  Thompson' and  QyiK,  the  fixzner, 
who  was  often  in  low  circumftanccs,  invited  his 
friend  to  dine  with  him  at  Kew,  where  be  then  lived ; 
after  the  hoipitable  rcpaft  was  over,  the  author,  whi> 
was  as  remarkable  for  modefty  as  genius,  with 
much  hefitation  told  the  player  he  wanted  fifty 
pounds,  and  would  efteem  the  loan  of  that  fum  as 
a  great  favour.  Quin,  with  his  ufual  roughnefs, 
replied,  look  ye  Jemmy  Thompson,  this  is  an  odd 
invitation  of  yoursj  you  have  given  me  a  good 
dinner,  and  I  have  done  it  j  uftice,  but  did  not  think 
I  was  to  pay  fo  confounded  dear  for  it;  this  brutal 
rebuff  denced  the  diffident-bard,  and  not  a  fyllable 
more  was  then  mentioned  of  the  matter. 

Next  momii^  TnoMPSon  received  a  letter  from 
his  churlllh  friend  to  this  efFe&,  Jemmv  QniN  in- 
forms Jemmv  Thompson  that  he  hates  the  word 
iend,  but  if  the  inclofed  bit  of  paper  is  of  any  ufe, 
jhall  be  happy:  here  a  bank  note  for  two  hundred 
pounds  unfolded  itfelf,  and  in  a  poflfcript  were 
thefe  words;  my  wine  merchant  will  this  day  fend 
you  a  hc^jfhead  of  his  belt  claret,  which  I  will  come 
and  help  you  to  demohlh,  as  often  as  health,  leifure, 
and  inclinauon,  will  permit;  there  was  a  con0de- 
rabte  Ihare  of  oddity  in  this  aftion,  but  it  is  bet- 
ter to  do  good,  even  ungraciouHy,  than  to  neglect 
drooping,  opprelfed,  merit  i  and  it  is  no  finall  ad- 
dition to  Mr.  Qvin's  character,  that  he  afterwanU 
reproved  his  friend  fliarply  for  making  the  nutter 
|[^own. 

Douglass  Home,  we  tide  this  author  from  hii 
fiift  piece,  becaufe  not  one  he  has  written  fintx  pof- 
felfts  any  tolerable  d^ree  of  dramatic  merit  i  he 
enjoys  fome  fhare  of  genius;  his  defcriptions  are 
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in  general  pi^rcfque,  and  fcHnetinaes  pathetic  ^ 
but  upon  the  whole,  he  traces  the  more  powetful 
paflioBs  languidly ;  his  cbaraders  want  variety,  his 
plots  are  barret^  and  tus  cataftrc^hes  vecy  impeC'; 
&&.  i  his  langu^  is  fu£ciently  chaite  and  flomng, 
but  wants  vigour^  and  many  fcenes  dr^  through  a 
-dulluiuntereftingfanicoeis[i  church  pcrfecutioa  has 
made  many  nations  bked  in 'every  age;  howevei; 
the  avUlece  piefbytery  of  ScocUnd  Ibrccd  this  gen- 
tkman's  pen  and  circumftances  into  a  fituation 
which  they  could  never  have  reached  wkhout  fuch 
illiberal  oppfcffioct  i  it  may  be  tnily  iaid  this  band, 
liie  parfley,  has  vegetated  the  better  for  being  trod 
upon,  and  thoi^  we  cannot  admit,  yet  wc  cordi- 
ally OHi^atulate  htm  on  his  peculiar  fuccefs. 

Dr.  Brown,  author  of  BAK»AiiossA,  rofe  in  our 
opinion  above  the  laft  mentioned  gentleman,  yet 
his  Pegafus  was  animated  by  falfe  lire,  and  often 
puts  us  in  mind  oi  the  fiying  horfe  which  feemi 
ready  for  the  mofl  rapuj  motion*  yet  always  Ibuub 
fiill :  It  is  his  iirft  play,  alio  leenis  to  have  exhau&- 
cd  all  the  dramatic  moic  he  pofle0ed,  thoii^  Mr. 
GAR.B.icK'spoweifulmmtforcedATKEi,sTAHonthe 
town  for  fome  nights  i  it  certainly  is  a  moQ:  incoO' 
gruous,  wretched,  piece  trfftuff:  ThcDo^orwaa 
much  more  of  a  pcofe  writer  tlian  a  poet  - 

Moore,  author  of  the  Fables  for  the  fmfex;,' 
lias  left  us  one  tragedy,  which,  beii^  written  in  an 
uoufual  SJky  and  upon  a  very  unfalhionable  fub* 
jefb,  docs  not  preferve  the  flation  it  has  a  right  U» 
jdaim ;  for  we  are  bold  to  pronounce  it  a  moft 
JXrikii^  and  inftruifUve  pidure  of  nature,  eQ>ecial- 
ly  as  Ihe  is  depraved  in  Great  Britun  at  prdenc, 
though  perhaps  he  has  dndured  his  piece  towards 
.    Vol  II.  Ooo  the 
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die  latter  end  with  too  hi^h  4  'colouqng  c£  hor. 
FPr- 

The  Oamister  certainly attaoks  onet^the  moft 
pemictpus  national  vices  that  um  pperail,  and  the 
familiar  profe  dial<^ue  renders  it  more  intdl^ble 
to  all  degrees  of  an  audience  1  Some  critics  feeoK4 
to  think  it  bft  conlfcquence  and  pc^itencfs  for  want 
of  being  exprcfied  in  mcafured  fyllablcs,  Indeed  it 
|s  no  wonder  that  the  boxes  in  ^neral  &ould  be 
afraid  to  view  the  horrid  confequences  of  tranfac^ 
tfons  thnr  themfelves  are  fo  dsroted  to,  and  fo  deepr 
\y  involved  in  %  however,  wo  pve  the  apchor  great 
praifc  for  all  and  every  paR  of  this  play ;  in  the 
comic  ftile  he  was  delicate  and  fpirited ;  bis  aim  in 
writing  feemed  to  center  in  the  production  of  fomef 
ihing  ufefiiU  therefore  his  deficiencies,  which  were 
\m  flight,  fhould  not  be  mendoned. 
'  MuRpHT,  by  picking  up  materials  fttnn  ths 
French  and  Tome  of  our  own  writers,  has  nuuiur 
fadured  fbvend  praifeworthy  pieces  in  both  the  lis 
rious  and  gay  ^  die  latter  feems  mofl:  his  talent,  but 
he  has  fo  excellent  a  knack  of  piUering,  that  do 
authw  ever  feemed  to  maintun  a  greater  equality 
in  the  contraft  (tiles ;  without  one  gndn  of  origtr 
ndity  he  has  {Hecedtt^ccher  feveral  plays  that  mii4 
pleafe^  by  a  very  extenfive  knowledge  of  tbeatnc^ 
aiftion,  and  its  eSeAs  i  he  has  compo&d  tragedy 
without  poetry,  unlefs  ftrained  and  multiplied  mcr 
'  taphors  deferve  the  name,  and  comedy  mthout  wit  \ 
he  ranks  well  amongft  living  authors,  but  let  the 
dead  call  out  for  their  mm,  and  like  the  bird  with 
borrowed  feathers  you  would  foon  percdve  him  t^ 
I  ftate  of  poetical  nakcdneis, 

^OOL¥| 
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HooLBi  •  fucc(fiful  tnuiQatt}r«  who  has  to  his 
Own  conlukrableemolumenc  plundered  Mcca{U£a 
t^  two  ffimfy  niorfelS)  which  an  well  enough  cai-> 
cuUted  to  flip  down  and  reliQi  with  palled  appC' 
tites»  but  havt  nothing  in  them  truly  fubftantlal  for 
^gorous  critical  digeftion }  they  &em  made  for  th« 
^on  who  ars  too  weak  to  bear  up  a  heavier  talk, 
and  the  aft(H]s  appear  calculated  for  them,  wliich 
greanr  abiUties  oould  make  nothing  of  j  lb  far  a 
haf^  junction  i .  But  what  muit  taftc,  and  thofe 
fine  feelings  we  have  had  g^tified,  exclaim  when 
chey  are  f(Hxed  to  be  pittienc  with  fuch  a^ing,  and 
fuch  compofitiiKi^ 

We  now  come  to  authors  who  have  chiedy  pro- 
fe0ed  themlclves  votaries  of  the  comic  mufe^  aiid 
lirft  mention  Conoreve,  not  only  in  point  of  tim^ 
but,  as  we  think,  of  merit »  do  man  who  evcrwtotc 
fpFtheftagehas  Ibcwn  more  capital,  nKwecorre^  or 
aiere  pkafii^  ddineadona  of  life^  his  charaifterS 
are  beautifully  contrafted,  his  language  pointed^ 
ttt&.wit  brilliant,  lus  plots  amazingly  r^lar  and 
ple^mgly  intricate,  lus  fcenea  vari^ted,  and  his 
^i^poTmon  of  the  ^rtiok  mafteriy;  tiro  faults,  ono- 
o£,  a  very  heavy  nature,  countervail  his  cxtenfive 
merit,  his.flaihes  of  wit  are  too  frequent,  often 
too,  much  for  the  perfon  who  utters  them,  hii  dia-* 
Iqgije  'rather  profufe,  and  a  moft  abominable  rein 
oif -^ee^ulaeiii  roiu  through  the  wholes  virtus 
lyhiftaii^y  pocps-  in,  while  vice  with  brazen  fiunc 
bc^ts  finwud  unbluAung^  unreftraioed :  Had  this 
author  writtoi  under  the  commendt^tk  relbt^Uons 
of  I  this  age,  his  luxurioufnels  would  have  been 
brought  within  b^ttei;  bounds.  His  pieces  muft 
gtre  g^vat  pkafufc  nther  in  action  or  twrulol,  but 
Ooo  2  att 
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■refflcethcfwca  fccntedTofe,witft  prickles  bcndtth, 
^liich-wiifleit  gratifies  one  fcnfe  wwrnds  another;  it 
is  witli  rduAancc  we  pronounce  Aie  fentcnce  of 
irt^^jafticewiucTi  condemns  his  four  comedies  H» ob- 
Evion.aspcmiciousjbutiredoomMs  mtged)r«>coii- 
tempt,'whh  the  fall  farisfaftton  of  critical  propriety. 
'  iFARQinlAR  tsTiotforichj  but  more  natural  than 
CcwGRm,  his  plots  are  not  fo  laboured  and  cor- 
rcSt,  yrt  are  f^  as  ^reeable  j  his  <:h«-ftfters  we. 
alt-weftfcie^edfFOintheTolume  <^life,  jdeafisg. 
ly  grooped,  and  -vrcH  di4>ofed  of  at  the  cuaftrophes ; 
fome  ^Kxncs  sre  rather  imprahahile,  as'Tom  £rrao<f s 
getting  into  Lady.  Lurewell's  chamber  and  ftrip. 
ping  before  herj-btfides  Ibme  others  which  we  could 
pwnt  oat;  howcrer  Aey  arc  introduced  with  a  de- 
gree tjf  Wlnrn,  whiA  renders  themcxou&ble;  no 
doiAtthe'S-ntATAorM  and  RECRenNc  Officer 
are  fer  "before  aiy  other  prodoftion^rf'  (us,  yet  die 
ttmahnier  arc  not  without  -veiy  great  anforced 
pledfamJy.  ■ 

Cimrn,  the  fanreUed  CaBBBt,  though  hehtd 
tib  claim  wtnto  ilhe  fmalleft  ^rig  of  a  poe^d 
tree,  has  nevcrtJMilefetiy  way  of  actohement,'  foi'ius 
dol^  %irth  day  -odes,  fumijhed  th^  flage  wtA 
feme  ^recable  pieces-,  there  is  a  vivaaty  and  piert- 
iRr!6  4ifcCTPcrablc  peculiar  to  Irin^lfv  hs  ^omediBs 
are  not  Tery  original,  yctsrc  they  inigW!cral-T«y 
kug^bhrv  they 'had  the  effirntia  fi^jport  ^Tndft 
Cttphalafting  at theirlirfr appearance •  -elfcwetteiA 
diey  ttn^t^vcftmfc  into  the  Lcrhetn  ftrewn ;  'the 
ffluich 'brodfted  CaxRELiss  WrwA'n'D'is,  -no  doubt, 
mnarkiHIe  fordegance  of  did^ue  and  chaAiSer^V 
yet  It  Ts  a  very-drcrwiy-ochibitTwr. '  ■  "    ' 
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By  irhat  we  have  heaid  of  the  hnnteat'B  conoemin 
the  Paovored  Husband  and  CoHscxxfS  LorcRs, 
we  are  inclined  to  aSov  him  lite  pm<e  of  an  Me 
hdpmate;  we  alfo  think  he  ftole  jwtidoufly, '  and 
knew  the  ftage  lb  mdmately,  thac  he  could  not  faH 
much  in  dramatic  compilation;  bwtas  t«  natsral 
gcruus,  look  at  all  his  tragical  attempts,  except 
Richard  the  Tbihd,  and  fee  what  deplorable  fpec* 
tacles  i  however  he  was  a  maoager,  a  hrft  rate  affcorv 
had  the  ever  blooming  wreathe,  good  falaties,  artA 
an  annual  butt  of  fack,  with  winch  marks  ^^> 
tinftion  let  him  reft  in  peace,  while  we  »Jio  furrtic 
confider  him  as  much  more  fortunate  dian  'defetv- 
tng,  a  circumftance  not  tied  down,  to  any  i^  ar 
clime. 

-  VAifBRuGfl,  m  an  artichefl:,  was  accufed  of  bar- 
ing a  very  phlegmatic  tafte-,  in  wrkitig  he  appetra 
CO  poflefs  exactly  the  contr^;  fpirit,  propriety, 
and  charatfter ;  he  feetns  to  have  known  tife  wdl» 
and  has  in  his  dramatic  compofitions  made  good 
trie  of  that  knowledge;  his  langu^  is  firee,  his 
fceiws  well  difpofed,  incidents  pdcalant,  and  ploa 
r^ular;  his  play  bf  the  Provmced  Wife,  oottricfa^ 
jhmding  a  ftrong  vein  of  humour,  is  fcandaloolljr 
licwKious,  even  as  it  is  now  performed  i  how-mudt 
snoK  fo  when  he  adopted  the  character  of  a  deN 
^rman  foriioting,  beating  the  watch,  &cy  we  are 
furprized,  however  great  Mr.  Garrick  iriay  ht  i& 
Sir  John  Snitc,  that  he  conoibucei  to' keep  aUve  fo 
oeiifiraUe  a  'piece;  m  merits  are,  or  ought  to'  bev 
tcieBlly  fui^  into  its  infamy. 

There  is  a  :gre6  emw  in  charaaier  which  vhis 

•uthw  in  particrfar  fteitB  food  of,  and  many  havft 

fiHowed  him;  that  is-  making  Spu^-  fervantt 

fmatt, 
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&urt,  humourous,  fellows';  fo  very  free  mth  chdi' 
nufters  as  even  to  jeft  upon  their  moft.  Ictious 
concons;  now  however  fuch  an  idea  may  have 
been  fi^gefbd  even  by  national  novel  wricers  yet 
Certain  it  is  chat  the  Spanifli  pndei  for  which  die 
Dons  in  particular  are  fo  very  remarkable,  would 
sever  fu^r  fuch  inflanccs  of  pert  funiliarity  from 
thdrown  domeftics,  Vhomthey  conlider  as  animah 
ofaquite  diffi:rentinay,adcrpicablcfpeciesi  there  is 
nothi:^  more  incumbent  upon  authcn^  than  diftin* 
guilhing  the  difitrcnt  fpheres  of  life  properly,  and 
giving  each  a  language  fuiiabk  to  his  llation. 

Mts.  CsNTLivRE  )ud  a  pretty,  whxpillcal  caloit 
«f  compoiitien,  and  Ibme  ori^alityj  but  her[»o> 
du£tions  ate  more  of  froth' than  foUdity;  they  may 
dvert  but  cannot  improve,  and  often,  for  want  of 
decency,  fliame  a  female  pen. 

Squtherne,  asatrag^cwriter,  made  very  power- 
fill  attacks  upon  the  tender  palBons,  and  is  remar- 
kably free  in  his  verfiiicattoni  his  comedy  is  not 
without  fpirit,  humour,  and  chara&er;  but  the  in- 
fe^ous  ta&e  of  Charles*^  reign,  rendered  it  grols 
enough  for  the  enttrtalnment  (^  a  brothel. 

KsLLv,  as  a  grave  chafte  writer  dderves  pr^; 
but  we  cannot  perceive  any  marky  of  {trong  genius^ 
or  lively,  conception;  the  fpirit  of  party  has.  been 
mQfl:  il^bcralty. prejudicial,  to  this  g^tleman,  but 
TK  hppcic  will  purfue  him  no  fiinho*. 
.  I^CKSRSTAFP,  this  author,  ^th  great  pF0[»iety, 
IK  oi^y  call  the  dramatic  cobbiet ;  fat  he,  Bguracivefyj 
^leaking,  patches,  folcs,  and .  jhed  pieces  VK$y_ 
1>^,thpi^hhe  cannot  make  a  new  piece  of  \p]|ki 
ht  .fliould  never  atKn^.t  any  thii^  out  of  the  Opera 
fi^  »  well  adapted  niufic  may  foften  many  CF^iir^ 
,;-.-::i  '      ^  his 
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his  fentiments  arc  trite,  his  cHara^n  coaunoa, 
and  his  language  m6{l  Ihameiully  incorrefti  his 
lait  piece'  had  an  unhappy  title  Tis  well  its  tu 
vw/e\  a  critical  wa^  j^y  obferved  thu  it  was  a 
mifnoiner,  for  it  Ihould  have  been  called,  //  camut 
te  v3orfe\  the  concluTivc  lines  fpoken  by  Mr.  Kino, 
were  fuch  dn  inftance  of  deficiency  bcih  in  rhim^ 
andrcafon,  as  fcarcely  was  ever  oficrcd  before  to 
an  audience  t  had  Mr.  Dibdin  oompoled  than, 
perhaps  the  hatmonical  lepetluons,  &r  which  his  in- 
imitable  mufic  ^  fo  renwkable,  might  have  melted 
aoDJcnfe  into  captivating  found;  what  are  Con- 

GREVE,    FARQiTHAR^  Handel,  ArNZ;  Of  AjtNOLD, 

u>  this  matchlefi  author*  and  as  niatchlds  com* 
poler. 

.  Cumberland,  amc^  fortunate  jumblerofind. 
dents  t  who  haphazard,  throws  them  together,  dil^ 
daining  probability,  and  lets  them  fucceed  each 
other  as  they  may,  an  author  who  had  modefty  e- 
noi^h,  in  his  admirable  prologue  tothe  Mothers,  to 
accule  all  authors  ofplag^ariiin,  yet  is  himlelf  made 
iq>  of  nothing  elfe}  no  writerever  tnoreg^anngly  ve- 
rified Solomon's  remark,  that  there  is  nothing 
new  under  the  iiio,  however  he  Ibems  to  have  got 
poflcdion  of  thf  town,  and  we  are  in  fome  meafuzt 
glad  of  it  i  as  perhaps  he  may  be  incited  to  amend- 
mmt;  beftdes  it  is  better  even  the  ihadow  of  merit 
fhould  meet  wUh  fuccefs,  rhan  any  portion  of  it  go 
(lorewarded, 

Garrick  has  employed  his  pen  rather  eztenfivo- 
ly,  and  if  he  had  let  alone  at  leaft  two  thirds  of  his 
^rologifcs  we  fliould  gladly  have  allowed  him  a 
|>ettcr  place  as  an  author  than  we  can  do ;  he  has 
iotroduced  fQ  IPVch  k&  tt)?  Jydicrous,  and  played 

a  fo 
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|»  itpcaitc^  OB  tke  fiune.  ideas,  chat  orkicifm, 
lIiDUgEi  k  majr  be  fisrced  to  la\^b,  moftbe  muds 
•ficnded.  In  one  be  .ftiks  himlelf  a  Pndogue- 
fiakb,  we  wilh  he  had  wruogbt  up  more  fteel,  and 
igc&ed  mudt  cf  the  drofs  he  has  forged  intD- 
ihime  •,  when  the  adraati^es  ef  fpeaking  are  wkh- 
dtatira,  ve  £cxr  they  will  not  be  deemed  any  addi- 
Ckia  to  the  writer's  name  Pope's  to  Cato,  and  ie- 
itfidof  Drtub's,  will  laft  ui  the  eftimadoK  o£' 
Saoni  taftCr  a  hag  as  fnch  pieces  are  read. 

Tfam  nmdt  our  in^nu^ty  obliges  in  to  &y 
K  the  &ine  miKy.  we  tnoft  gladly  allow  this  geule* 
|Ban  warm  praifie  for  las  altErations,  and  judicious 
aOKodmants  of  feverai  plays,  befides  the  piodu^aii 
of  fbme  very  pleallng  originals  ;  his  pcrfe£t  know- 
ledge of  the  ftage  nukes  l^maflcr  of  difpoihicxi  ^ 
he  has  Qaric  and  corre&nefs,  but  feems,  m  our  idea, 
mash.  heXDcr  fi^lied  with  talb:  than  genius,  witb 
Jutnour  than  wit :  we  fee  him  ptefixcd>  ui  a  kind 
«f  poetical  partnerlhip,  to  the  Clamdestinb  Mar- 
KLACEi  we  know  not  whxt  part  he  had  in  that  cc« 
Boedy,  bat  ica^ly  admic  that  the  compoQtion  does 
IlKxt  and  Mr.  CoihCAK  great  credit. 

FotTTE,  this  writer  wc  ^le  the  dramatic  noua 
AibftantEve,  wkb  IbJKk  enticdy -upon  hit  own  boc^ 
axn;  -vAoSt  pocalixricy  of  genius,  ftrcngth  of 
jodgtnent,  knavledge  of  tife,  felefbion  of  charac- 
tcrs,  appihcadon  oi  falire,  vivacity  of  fcatiFnent,  and 
tcrfenefs  of  dialogue,  place  him  diftinft  from  any 
#ther  writer,  poft  and  prdent.  There  is  one  point 
vorth  ob^ervii^,  wtuch  is,  that  though  be  ofcea  ip- 
pean  iieg%cDS  in  working  up  his  catafln^he,  yet 
he  ftucSouf^,  and  in  the  tnoft  agrecabk  minoeE, 
iinpte^  mc^ral  jnlecences  iipon  Aich  of  hts  audi- 
t  cnce 
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ftnce  as  diufe  to  think  -,  and  thofe  who  only  come  ■ 
to  laiighj  receive  no  taint  from  vitiaEed  ideas* 
The  charge  of  peribnal  fcvcrity  that  has  been  k»- 
relied  againft  hurt,  muftj  upon  a  moment's  confi- 
deration,  fall  to  the  ground  j  for  if  there  are  fuch 
knaves,  fools,  hypocrites^  and  ctnccombs,  as  he  pre- 
fents  to  public  view,  there, is  no  doubt  but  fuch  are 
fit  ob)e^  of  iittiret  and  ought  to  feel  her  keencft 
laftL 

CoLMAHi  as  vet:alled  the  laft  mendoiied  author 
t  noun  fubftantivc^  we  are  induced  to  ftilo  this  gen* 
tleman  a  noun  adjcdivc}  (or  by  his  produdionSj 
CTcr  fince  he  has  feparated  from  Mr.  Garkick,  we 
receive  melancholy  preofe  that  he  cannot  ftand  a^ 
lone.  His  Jealous  Wife,  no  doubt,  gives  hitn 
claim  to  a  very  honourable  ftadon  in  the  dramatic 
lift,  but  we  have  great  reafon  to  apprehend  he  had 
&me  powerful  afliftance  in  compoling  that  play  i 
however,  we  imagine,  that  fenfible  of  his  own  tn- 
tcllcftual  decay,  or  natural  weaknefs,  he  has 
Ihrewdly  appealed  to  the  aOiftance  of  panwmim^' 
andtuttiedhis  pen  intoa  wooden  fword,  for  the  patch 
coat  conjuror.  Mercy  deliver  us  I  what  a  tranli- 
tbn'  for  even  common  fenfe  to  make,  iinlefs  urged 
by  the  moft  prefling  neccfllty  ?  how  would  Johnn^ 
Rich  exults  take  fiiuGT,  and  ftroke  his  cats,  were  he 
alive  again,  to  fee  an  author  facrlHced  at  the  fhrine 
of  Ipecchlefe  mummery,  before  which  he  had  lb 
many  years  proftrated  hts  empty  noddle  ?  how 
would  he  rejoice  to  ice  the  Nine  Mufes  fwallowed 
up  by  Mother  Shipton,  as  greedily  as  the  Dragoa 
q£^  Wantly  devoured  houfes  and  churches  ?  would 
the  Toracioqs  old  lady  had  been  buried  in  a  real 
Yorkdiire  coal-pit,  never  to  have  appeared  a^ain* 

Vol.  II.  Ppp  rathtr 
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rather  than  have  tnctunoTphofed  our  pretty  litde 
man^erical  play-vrigbt,  into  a  headlefs  banding  of 
her's. 

Thou^  laft,  notlcaft  in  love,  William  White- 
head, Efq;  come  forth,  the  verdant  wreath  firdh 
nodding  on  thy  brows  j  reft  birth-day  odes,  they 
are  tui  objects  for  m  j  indeed,  we  read  them  no^ 
therefore  cannot  lay  but  the  fack,  or  its  equivalent, 
may  be  wdl  earned.  As  a  dramatift,  this  gentle- 
man is  as  much  upon  the  medium  as  any  writtr  we 
know  I  his  tragic  ftrains  will  never  make  any  body 
cry,  nor  will  his  comic  ones  erer  raife  a  laugh } 
however,  though  he  cannot  reach  abfidute  praife,  he 
efcapes  pofitive  blame.  His  fentimcnts  atejult  sik! 
commendable,  his  dialogue  polilhed,  but  a  dreadful 
Ibporific  languor  drowfcs  over  the  whole,  throvnng 
both  auditors  and  readers  into  a  poppean  lethargy. 
fiis  laft  Trip,  that  to  Scotland  we  mean,  was  un- 
luckily imag^ed  ;  there  could  not  be  a  worle  dune 
for  the  production  of  humour.  Thus  we  take  leave 
c^  autbiars,  and  now  proceed  to  the  laft  point  of  in- 
yoftigatun,  thdr  public  agents,  tht  pe^nncrs. 
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THEATRICAL  REPRESENTATIOIJ 


PERFORMERS. 

§_  O  give  a  juft  delineation  of  nature  foe  the 
ftage>  other  in  con^fition  or  aAion,  clunu  voy 
pteuliar  and  powerful  talents }  iriieretbre  it  is  more 
s  matter  of  furprize,  that  fo  many  (hould  arrive  at 
decency  jn  both,  than  that  lb  few  fliould  attain  ex< 
cellence  in  cither.  Of  the  former,  we  have  already 
^ken  as  far  as  our  plan  feeoied  to  admit  -,  of  the 
latter,  we  fhall  now  deliver  our  fentiipeins  on  ths 
fame  principle,  with  unchecked  Avedotn,  and  «■ 
hope  with  foijie  [M^riety. 

'  Mimic  reprefentauon  of  the  incidents  ahd  cKa^ 
railers  which  fill  up  this  great  ftage  of  life  would 
be  alm(^  an  unfurmountable  difficulty,  if  everp 
lpe£tator  was  a  competent  judge  of  the  leveraf 
clafles  i  but  criticlfin  being  for  the  moft  pan  con- 
fined to  one  fphere,  by  individuals,  though  ieelihgv 
are  pretty  general,  falle  colourii^  and  difprc^rtioa. 
ofttn  go  down.  We  remember  the  cjrcumftanc^ 
Jeveral  years  fmce,  of  an  intelligent  countryman^ 
who  vis  c^ied  to  fee  the  StratagzMj  in  which oue 
F  p  p  2  Eoglifli 
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!EngUlh  RoTcius  was  to  do  Archer.  The  perToii] 
who  accomp^ied  this  natural  critic,  had  prcviouHjr 
given  this  great  aftpr  his  due  praife  •,  however,  they 
fcft  the  ruftic  to  find  him  out.  His  fenfarions  be- 
ing properly  operated  upon,  he  difcovered,  that 
)>TOther  Martin  was  a  woundy  comical  blade,  and 
gave  hini,  as  well  as  Scrub,  a  hearty  tribute  of 
laqgh^  i  but  bring  told  it  was  Garrick,  he  would 
not  give  credit,  bccaufc,  {aid  he,  z  great  man  would 
never  wear  a  livery  ■,  however,  in  the  laftaft,  where 
Archer  was  drellbd  like  a  gay  and  l^looming  t)rid»; 
groom,  he  readily  admitted  the  truth.  From  this 
and  a  multitude  of  inftances  which  might  be  ad-r 
Vdiiced*  it  13  demonltrable,  that  though  nature  has 
ilrings  of  fympathcQc  unifon,  when  judicioufly 
touched,  yet  her  feelings  are  often  checked  or  per- 
TOted  by  external  pn^qdices,  wherein  the  eye  fu- 
percedes  the  hejin. 

■  It  is  an  odd  reinark,  but  it  may.  be  fully  juitified, 
^at  the  blind  in  general  are  much  better  judges  of 
lotKs  than  thofe  who  fee  ;  that  the  dunib  and  deaf 
W  the  alilcfl;  judges  of  adion  %  and  the  reafon  ob- 
vioufly  is,  their  being  con6ned  to  the  perception  of 
a  filglc  &nfe. 

Theatrical  repre&ntation  flwmld  undoubtedly  bo 
ccefidered  and  conduced  as  the  water  colour  paint- 
ng  of  life  I  fbr,  as  oil  fcenes,  though  finiOied  by  the 
moft  accompJifhed  mafters,  w^uld  onelt  away  to  an 
vodiftinguifliable  glare  of  famenels  hj  the  r^ys  of 
an  artificial  light,  fo,  in  the  fame  HtU^tion,  animated 
charaSers  muft  be  fufbuned  with  tnore  forceable 
fin^es  than  we  meet  in  real  life  ;  but  then  thofe 
ftn^es  fhould  be  tempered  fo  «>  the  4UUns^*  diat 
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ta  an  audience  they  may  ^m'  no  (Ironger  dot 
fainter.  ' 

The  natural  mode  of  exhibiting  tragedy,  and  in- 
deed comedy  alfo,  no  doubt,  owes  its  rife  to  Mr. 
Garrick  %  for,  before  him,  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands, 
that  not  only  blank  verfe  was  fwelled  to  a  moft  dif- 
guftful  inonotonous  pompolicy,  but  even  commtm 
profe  dialc^ue  was  verfified  by  utterance.  It  may 
jcem  ftrange,  but  we  aver  it  to  be  true,  that  Mr. 
Delane,  who  had  many  fine  requiUtes  fiH*  a  great 
a£tor,  itfed  to  tell  Boniface  "  I  have  heard  your 
*'  town  <rf"  J-itchfield  much  commended  for  its  ale," 
in  as  confcquential  a  manner,  and  as  regular  a  ca- 
dence, as  he  uied  in  Pyrrhus,  when  replying  to  the 
embafly  of  Oreftes. 

We  have  one  capital  living  inftance  of  what  is 
called  the  old  way,  we  mean  Mr.-Wignelj,  of  Covent 
Garden,  who  is,  to  borrow  from  the  tide  of  Tom 
Thumb,  the  moft  tragical  tragedian  that  ever'tra- 
gedized  on  any  ftagc.  We  heartily  wifli,  to  ihew 
what  natxire  in  reprefentation  is,  and  what  Ihe  is  dm, 
and  alio  t«  prove  that  the  general  approbation  of 
Mr.  Garnck's  mode  is  not  founded  upon  falhionay 
ble  acquiefcenCe,  that  the  aforefaid  gentlemen  were 
to  play  JafficT  and  Pierre,  or  Dumont  and  ijaftings, 
in  ccmtraft,  then  would  arife  a  conviction  in  favour 
of  propriety,  which  muft  imprefc  the  moft  rufticated 
observation ;  however,  Mr.  Wignell  may  certainly 
claim  nature  at  fecond  hand,  fince  cuftom  has  ft» 
far  wrought  upon  him,  that  he  is  the  fame  off  as 
^  the  ftage ;  and  always,  in  either  cafe,  appears  no 
Qther  than  himlelf. 

'  In  ftage  oratory  there  is  ^mazing  variation,  and 

gre^  part  of  this  depends  up6n  the  performer's 

happy 
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fcappy  conception.  We  cannot  enter  minutel)'  in- 
to a  fubjeft,  which,  properly  difcuffed,  would  Bit"  9 
V(4ume  I  therefore,  only  fomc  general  outlines  can 
)>e  ofiered.  AH  unimpalfioncd  declamatbn  fliould 
be  delivered  jn  a  full*  diftinft,  level,  tone  of  voice, 
io  modulated  as  juftly  n>  mark  the  cadences,  ac'r 
Cording  to  the  flops :  all  exclamations,  whether  o£ 
grief  or  rapture,  violence  of  rage,  or  climaxes  of 
furpcife,  fliould  be  e3cpre0ed  by  upper  notes ;  and 
^1  paffagcs  of  gloomy  rage,  defpair,  revenge,  &c. 
by  the  lover.  In  point  of  emphafis  there  is  a  tafte 
as  well  as  propriety  i  the  former  of  which  arifcs  on- 
ly ^m  a  thorough  knowledge  of  theauthor,  and  a 
TcBned  ear  j  the  lattet\  by  itfelf,  will  ever  appear 
Stiff  and  mechanical.  There  may  be  iniUnces 
where  fupcrior  judgment  may  affift  inferior,  re- 
jpeAing  a  difficult  pafl^i  but  marklr^  every  em* 
phafis  in  a  performer's  part,  as  we  have  heard  of 
the  late  Mrs.  Ward,  and  fome  others,  is  enflaving 
jdeas  wretchedly,  reducing  the  performer  to  almoft 
the  Urate  of  wood  and  wire ;  leading-ftring  a&on 
and  aitrefles  may  be  pall^ble,  but  can  never  be 
great.  There  is  one  remarkable  peculiarity  whicif 
we  are  inclined  to  cenfure  highly,  yet  modiihiy  a- 
dopted  on  the  ftage  at  prefent,  particularly  at  Cor 
vent  Garden:  akind  of  uneflcntial  emphafis  huntings 
(hat  lays  powerful  ftreis  upon  words  which  by  no 
picans  require  it,  lifting  up  the  conclufivc.  word  of 
'  ft  period,  which  moft  erroneoufly  gives  force,  not 
pnly  to  perfons  but  particlos,  almoft  wherever  chey 
pre  met  Ij,  wy,  tbe^  you,  thou,  thy^  &c.  we  with  this 
was  fo  reformed  as  to  obferve  where  antithefis, 
ffrhich  chiefiv  goyenis  th^.emph^ts  of  thcfe  and  fuch 
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like  parts  of  fpeech^  authorizes  additional  force  <^ 
exprcinon. 

Breaks  and  paufes,  fuch  as  occur  in  Hamlet, 
Lear,  Macbeth,  and  otherplays  c^ Shakefpcare^ 
arc  very  difficult  to  execute  happily.  This  is  a  point 
Tcry  obvious,  as  they  never  fail,  when  well  fup- 
ported,  to  give  warm  and  general  approbation  i  the^ 
not  only  give  variation  to  the  voice,  but  alio  an 
agreeable  tranfition  to  the  features. 

Stage  deportment  fliould  be  free,  and  void  of  aQ 
affeftation  ;  folemnity  of  ftep,  by  breaking  half 
way,  the  old  mode,  or  dragging  the  hind  foot  with 
a  kind  of  Hide,  are  both  unmeaning  and  ungrace- 
ful i  {looping,  unlefs  where  ncceflary,  maims  a  fi-  - 
gurc  much,  and  dilpleafes  the  oblerving  eye  i 
turning  too  often  from  the  perfon  fpoken  to,  for 
fake  of  difplaying  figure,  by  travcriing  the  ft^e,  is 
a  breach  of  decorum,  not  cmly  inconfiftent  with 
civility  but  reafon  %  and  looking  from  the  objeA  of 
converfation,  to  take  a  view  of  the  audience,  or,  a» 
we  have  too  often  feen,  to  falute  an  acquaintance,  is 
leprchenfible  to  the  la&  degree,  difrefpe£lful  both 
to  the  aftor  on  the  ftage,  and  to  the  public  ;  fpeak- 
ing  or  not,  a  performer  Ihould  never  lofe  fight  of 
charailer,  yer  many  we  have,  viewed  waking  as  it 
were  from  a  reverie  juft  when  alarmed  by  their  cue. 

As  adHon  is  the  'Ufc  of  public  fpeaking,  we  think  ~ 
it  fliould  be  moft  induftrioufly  cultivated,  and  that 
rather  by  a  fhidious,  rational,  enquiry  ittto  motions 
of  cafe,  grace,  and  explanation,  than  the  refledion  of 
a  lookmg-gla&.  Shakcfpeare's  general  rule,  let 
the  aftion  fqit  the  words,  the  words  the  action,  is 
concife,  comprehenfive,  and  jufl:  i  as  is  aUb  his  in* 
terdlAion  againft  lawing  lix  air.    We  think  that  a 
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&t  of  drawing,  to  (hew  all  the  variadons  of  adioli 
in  the  different  fituations  of  charaAcr,  would  be 
highly  ufefhl,  not  only  a  rich  iubje&  for  defcribing 
all  trcpaffions  of  the  features,  but. all  the  po0ti- 
ons  of  thebodyi  wc  wilh  Mr.  Garrick  to  be  the 
fubje&  of  fuch  a  dcTign,  for  fuch  fixed  prints  as 
would  come  at  a  prict  fuuable  to  general  purchafe  i 
but  ic  is  a  matter  of  too  ^eat  fatigue  to  be  ever 
hoped  for;  liowever  thofe  capital  pietes,  in  which 
we  have  fcen  his  excellence  defcribcd,  juftify  our 
wifli. 

Attitudes,  we  mean  thole  of  a  pi^reique  na- 
ture, fliould  never,  be  obtruded  upon  unimportant 
pair^;esv.  a  conftantdifplayof  fuch  is  the  pecuUar 
province  of  Pantoniimej  but  when  they  are  called 
for,  they  fhould  be  executed  with  all  Ipirit  and 
exaftnefs;  the  extent  of  Jigurc  being  confultedt 
for  what  may  appeal*  graceful  in  a  large,  may  be 
the  contrary  in  a  fmall  one,  and  what  may  well  fuit 
che  latter,  will  often  render  the  former  puppet 
like. 

If  there  is  a  jufl  feeling,  all  moveinents  of  the 
features  will  be  juft,  althou^  more  ftrongly  dc* 
fcribed  in  fome  than  in  others-,  but  the  difpofidon 
of  body  and  limbs  may  yet  be  very  awkward  and 
unplcafing;  which  is  frequently  verified  by  country 
a&ors,  and  fomcrimes  by  thofe  in  town ;  it  is  cer- 
tain rikat  thole  who  underftand  aiStion  leaft  uic  ic 
moft ;  williiig  to  do  fomething  clever  they  undo,  and 
mifapply  moft  ^e^ouflyj  we  remember  amidft 
a  multitude  of  inftances,  an  aftor  well  received  in 
Jaffier,  who  fpeaking  this  line,  "  how  I  could  pull 
thee  down  into  my  heart;"  fo  far  anticipated  propri- 
ety of  motion,  as  to  clap  his  hand  to  his  brcaft  at  che 
2  word 
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¥(xd  puUi  and  thfow  ic  ^oA  him  ae  the  word 
ivart. 

Mri  Barrf  has  oAen  o£^ded  tu>  yfitk  cloTping 
.  his  hands  five  or  fix  times  in  i  fpecch  of  as  many 

-  lines  i  this  is  a  proper,  and  becoming  aftioit  upoil 
many  occalions,  but»  too  often  u&d,  di%ufts:  Mri 

.  Palmer  ioutatts  tliia  particular  &ult,  with  great 
'  induftryi  upon  the  whole  it  is  much  to  ,be  Jameat- 

cdby  all  admirers  of  the  drama,  that  penEbrswa 

dpo't  make  thonleLves  becter  acquavued  with  dif- 
.  fawtftatioosin  Ufej  ^at  they  don't  nt&ar  ihtif 

.tiixn&efi  dian  gtdlajttryanddifljpatioiiithatti^ 
.'don't  fx4}e£t  add  lay  down  for  themjej^res  Ibopti 

rulcs«  not  play  fucti  a  pxec^rious  game  <if  hi|t 
.  hazard,  r%bt  and  wrong,  as  th^  do  Ji9W}.  which 
•  eccafions  them  to  commit  ten  faults  for  the  (^^ay 
riof  one  bett\ttft;  a&  three  &urths  of  themi  ^f 
:  ihey  do  fo,  and  fo,  the  reply  is,  Mti  Gitrnck*  Mfi . 
;  Bairy,  Mrs.  Tstes,  or  Mrs*.  Barry*  do  fp4  Jot  m& 

jific  thofccon^laiirant;  cloying  imitators,  why  they 
j-doo't'gct.the  tdent;ioal  dreffi»  of  thofe  gentlemctl 

-  And  ladiea'  tbey  &  implidtly  fiidlowj  the  :garmGtit3 
without  takmg  me^fut^   will  probably  fit  tll^ 

;  as  well  as  die  Aodes  they  Afiume;  for  Ihaaw  fons 
■  Aod  daughtei9  of  Thdpa,  ftardi  ititOi.  and  iit- 
i  ptwtc,  your  own  talmts^  capability  isattt  to  much 
:  wantii^  at  prelem  as  originality-,  work  for  that 
.  jewel,  arid  you'll  obeun  reward;  do  not  all  dd  mcil 
.  fif  Drury  Lape  hobble  miferably .  after  Mr.  Gar- 

-  jjck's  Lcar«  nor  young  men  of  Corent  Garden  tctcK 
.notomze  after  Mr,  Smith's  every  things 

in  the  courfe  of  tlus  w^Jik  we  have  ofleil  cxpt^ 
rienced  and  lamented  What  we  forfe&W  at  firflv  thd 
unavoidable  neccflity  of  dnilupliedrepedtioosj  Si 

Vol,  IL  Q^^q  "    ba6f^ 
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many  Cymtiax  circtunftaoces  relative  to  both  pofor- 
mers  and  plays,  that  we  have  foiuid  ourfdves  de- 
prived of  language  to  exprefs  cur  ideas  dificrendyt 
this  hovrver,  wc  hope  vill  find  ezcufe  and  m 
ihaW  go  forward  without  further  mention  of  an  in- 
convenience inleparable  from  the  undertaking. 

Mr.  Garrick,  whom  we  are  to  conlider  mcrdy  a 
an  a&xXf  is  indebted  to  nature  for  an  aliinfl; 
matcUefi  figniiicance  of  ieature,  enlivened  with 
eyes  pecuUarly  brilliant ;  from  an  amazing  flexilulity 
cf  countenance,  he  can  exprefs  the  moft  cootraft 
feelings  i  fimplicity,  mirth,  rage,  grid;  defpair, 
and  horror,  with  nearly  equal  excellence;  hence 
his  Abel  Dnigger,  Benedick,  Ranger,  Harok^ 
Macbeth,  King  Lear,  and  feveral  other  characters, 
have  no  equal,  poffibly  never  had;  what  may  lie 
in  the  womb  i^  time  we  know  not,  but  think  it 
would  not  be  a  very  extravagant  proj^iecy,  to  fee 
}um  up  againft  any  future  excellencies  taken  in  a 
general  view  i  great,  no  doubt,  he  is  in  both  depaic- 
ments,  the  fock  and  bulkin;  however,  though. 
that  eminent  genius.  Sir  Joihua  Reynolds,  has  plac* 
ed  him  equally  between  both,  we  have  no  fcrujde 
to  pronounce  Mm  moft  confpicuous  in  the  latter^  in 
light  fcenes  he  czhiliraces,  'tis  true,  in  averypeodiar 
manner;  but  in  the  graver  and  more  impaflkoeit 
ones,  he  leads  the  heart  captive  as  he  pleaics,  and 
roufes  feelings  of  a  much  more  important,  difficult 
nature,  than  can  arife  from  comedy  t  with  her  heis 
very  pleafrngly  fportive,  but  vnth  her  fifter  afto- 
niihingly  powerful. 

His  peculiar  excellencies  are,  an  haimonious,  dif- 
tinA,  voluble,  and  extenlive  voice;  without  any 
unpatural  fnaps,  the  laft  wdrd  of  all  his  penods,  is 
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V  intelligible  as  the  loudcft*,  in  all  fuddcn  tranTitions 
bis  cnre&nefs,  force,  and  judgiiicnt^  are  rcarccly  to 
be  dercribcdi  in  his  ibliloquies  tie  happily  avoids 
thatabfurd  me^od  of  fpeaJung  folitaiy  meditation 
to  the  audience;  he  appears  really  alone. 

His  defe^,  for  every  light  has  its  Qiade;  is 
fhortnefs  of  figure,  which  however  by  art  he  evades, 
as  much  as  pofllble,  by  Qot  only  difpofing  it  to  the 
greateft  advantage,  but  alfo  by  taking  care  to  fhifc 
lituations  fo  often,  that  the  eye  can  ha^y  have  time 
to  find  out,  and  dwell  upon  the  de&ifti  though 
graceful  in  motion,  and  very  much  fo  in  attitude^ 
he  never  could  pi£hue  dlgniqr,  nor  attain  what  is 
called  the  fine  gentleman,  a  character  indeed  too 
Jangiud  for  his  a^ve  powers ;  though  generally 
correct  in  modulation*  and  almoft  invariably  fo^ 
in  e3q>refling  the  fenfe  of  his  author,  there  is  a  re- 
j^irstive  di^  as  if  to  catch  breath,  and  fomc  un- 
neccflary  pauses,  feemingly  for  the  fame  purpoi^ 
whkh  we  have  ofien  been  under  a  neceflity  of  filent- 
ly  ot^e£ling  to;  and  the  fame  fortof  cenfure  ihould 
have  fufficed  itill,  but  that  we  iet  out  with  a  pofi- 
live  relblution  to  be  juft,  and  having  thus  &r  main- 
tained  it,  we  muft  continue  to  the  end. 

The  leading  figures  flioukl  be  more  minutdy 
invefHgated  than  diofe  who  have  lefs  advantages; 
we  have  often  regretted  an  adulteration  of  lan- 
giuage,  by  changing  the  e  and  i  into  u  i  this  gentle- 
man, and  feveral  after  him,  have  pronounced  ftenty 
ftttrn^  tairtb,  fnurth^  tirtb,  burtb^  which  is  really 
rendering  our  language,  already  fufficiently  diflb* 
nant,  ftUl  more  fo-.  our  Englilh  RoTcius  we  could 
never  admire  in  declamation,  indeed  he  has  kept 
.  pretty  clear  of  it,  and  we  heartily  wifli  that,  for  &ke 
Qjl  R  *  of 
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of  his  fame.  Benedick,  Ranger,  Archer;  Don  Fe, 
lii,  or  anything  in  that  juvenile  ftile,  mzf  not  faere- 
jifter  ferve  to  fhow  hi&  advance  in  life}  it  is  not 
Enough  to  lay  he  is  greater  than  arrf  hoij  el/e,  in  the 
pue  cordi^ty  of  hwrt,  we  form  a  hopCy  that  he 
VhU  not  in  any  future  ieafon  appcjir  k/s  than  bim- 

Mr.  Quin  found  his  deficiency,  and  retired,  bat 
father  too  late  by  fix  or  fcvcn  years  i  however  what 
jie  tetfonned  in  that  period  wanted  neither  freedom 
0f  figure,  nor  much  limitation  of  years. 

In  the  court  of  thofe  obfeTva^ons  we  have  ak- 
^«ady  made  upon  this  gendeman,  we  have  attacked 
the  public  reputation  he  obtained,  with  a^)crity, 
W  cbuM  not  avt}id  it,  as  his  tragedy,  batii^  feme 
'  ^aflages  in  Cato,  Brutus,  2anga,  Tamerlane,  and 
Baja^et,  wa»  intolerable;  he  ofb^n  ftnick  out  a 
iKauty,  but  tras  iipon  the  whole  fb  unnaturaUy 
iconfequential,  fo  monotDpous  and  heavy,  that  criri- 
Cifin  recoUe£b  maft  part  of  his  performance  with 
'pain,  his  contedy,  from  a  cynical  roughncfs,  and 
where  it  wanted  a  mellow  jocundity  of  humour,  was 
truly  pleafiiig.  and  it  is  fcarce  any  -exaggeration  to 
■fay,   we  Ihra  never  fee    the   Old    Batchelor, 

Spanish  f'kVAS,  Plaiv  Dea^eK;,  and  Mask- 
'ffEU',  hatf  fb  abifyliipported. 

t^  figure  was  graceful  and  important,  his  coun- 
'tenance  open,  regular,  and  amhoriutive,  his 
'  ^ycs  esprcfuTC,  ^cnd  his  voice  diflinfijy  fbnorous ; 

ijut  amftation  of  utterance  hurt  the  latter,  an4 
■  !f^e  confequence  of  dcporoTicnt  often  rendered  a 
'  eood  peifon  ridicutous;  Ms  k^tion  was  oftm  bur- 

jefque,  fddom  graceful,  or  well  applied ;  we  have 

Ipentioned  this  gentionvn,  as  we  ftiall  {bme  other 
^cceafed 
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deccafed  capital  ptrfbrmen,  becuife  they  come 
within  our  own  acra,  and  may  furnifh  fucb  as  never 
^w,  or  do  not  remember  them  with  comparative 
ideas. 

-  Mr.  Barry,  in  the  meridian  of  Iife»  pofle&d  moft 
(hewy,  and  agreeable  externals,  he  could  noc  fsul  to 
prepoflefs  a  female  audience,  at  firft  tight,  in  his  £a^ 
vour,  and  even  male  crirics  muft  have  felt  confide- 
table  recommendation  from  lb  much  elegance  of  ^v 
pearancc,  and  harmony  of  countenance  ^  his  vmce 
plight  jufttv  be  called,  the  pipe  of  love,  and  in  his 
eyes  dwelt  a  languiOiing  ibftnels  which  fet  him  »• 
bove  all  competition  in  f(^  fenlations;  his  pattmal 
frdings  were  refined  and  pathetic,  but  his  decla- 
mation trifling ;  his  climaxes  unequalled,  yet  too  fre- 
■quently  called  upon  j  he  often  fecmed  at  a  lofa  how 
to  difpofe  of  hb  hands,  but  was,  when  requifite, 
■happy  in  attitude ;  Indeed  his  he%hth,  and  expuilc  , 
of  lunbs,  were  particularly  advant^eous  to  hun  ii^ 
-this  pcHnc;  in  all  his  performance,  execution  feemed 
"to  rUe  fer  abore  judgement-,  we  have  bcenextreme-r 
ly  concerned  to  fee  fuch  a  decayed  remnant  of  what 
we  once  thought  fabricated  by  nature  widi  pectu 
~liar  grace,  crippling  about  diis  laft  winecr,  under 
'^  chill  of  puUic  ne^e6t,  and  i^  irkfome  paiii^ 
'of  a  Blattered,  enfeebled,  conflltution. 

Look  back  twenty  ycara,  -who  would  have  for-' 

med  an  idea  of  this  lament^le  'decline,  or,  at  lealt, 

that  there  would  have  been  a  necelfity  for  expofT 
'tngitiTiowcTerjocofeMr.  Gairick,  in  his  occ^Or 
^  hal  epilogue  for  the  theatrical  firad,  may  be,  he 

muft  have  his  joke  in  fuch  compofitions,  refpeAing 
'  decayed  adors  warning  hidf  a  crown  or  a  potof  piM*- 
-  Ter-,  we  fenotOj  Ua^  that  any  coi^picuous  kr- 

yan$ 
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vsntof  the  publk  Ihould  come  to  live  upon  chc- 
rity^  and  are  certain  that  no  perfon  o£  either  fez; 
who  has  filled  for  twenty  years,  or  raort,  a  firft, 
iccond,  or  third  race,  with  refpcft,  need  want  fuch 
»  irkfonie,  though  beoerokittly  calculated  refi^; 
want  of  ceconomy  is  in  all  fiations  pernicious^  bat 
ia  none  more  fo  than  the  theatricaL 

Mr.  Sheridan,  ftho  docs  not  come  in  impn^Kil^ 
Kere,  mounted  the  ftage  at  an  early  period,  with  the 
advantage  of  a  good  educatjtHi  and  natural  under- 
ftuding,  which  gjves  him  a  juft  title  to  the  ftik  of 
afenfible  man;  he  appeared  too  at  a  time  when  i^ 
IXiblin  ftage  was  an  Augean-Itable  of  theatrical 
filthy  no  wonder  any  degree  of  merit  Ihould  then  be 
(ccciveds  add  to  this,  that  he  was  bred  in  the  Cc^ 
lege,  which  ^uned  him  nnintenance  and  piotec- 
tionfttHnhis  fellow  ftudents^fo  that  the  public 
having  nothing  better  to  le^e  upon,  and  fedng 
Jhim  over  and  over  again,  like  tht^e  very  coU^ans 
who  think,  from  ufe,  mutran  the  beft  eating,  Mr. 
Sheridvi  becanx  a  ftandard  difh,  till  the  introduc- 
tJQo  of  more  luxurious  theatrical  dainties  removed 
Um  CO  ]..<mdon,  whetc  he  was  tKvcr  even  £ur^ 
idiSiedt  no  performer  ever  concaved  his  author 
better,  or  marked  hjm  more  corre^y,  but  his  or- 
gans of  delivery  were  fo  diObnaa^  io  impcifeQ, 
his  manner  To  ^died,  hisperlbnfotriflii^,  andlut 
a£kion  in  gener4  fo  extravaganti  that  his  defe^ 
.  greatly  out-number  his  merits. 

It  is  matter  of  much  concern  that;  as  a  pctfbr- 
mer,  he  bad  not  been  confined  to  very  iew  parts-,  as 
the  con4u&0r  of  a  theatre  he  had  great  requifitcs, 
Jpirii,  knowle(^  and  integrity;  genteel,  gcneraiB, 
and  juft;  to  lus  performer  j  but  rather  unhappy  in 
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stalntof  courtty  attachment,  which  drew  on  him  it 
ruinous  popuW  prejudice;'  Ms  ftudy  of  ontotfjf 
rendered  him  more  StiS  and  dilagreesble  as  an  after. 

We  moft  fincerely  wilH  he  had  wifely  confidercd 
his  own  intereft,  and  made,  as  he  might  have  done^ 
«  genteel  iodependant  ptOvifion  for  the  preient  and 
future  days ;  he  has  made  fome  little  attempt^  in  the 
.dramatic  way,  as  a  wiiter,  but  jb  trifiitlg  as  bot  to 
deferve  mention  ■,  his  treatife  on  education,  and  tni 
lectures  on  elocution,  do  him  credit,  not  only  as  <& 
author,  but  as  a  man. 

Mr.  Moflbp,  in  pouit  of  literary  knowledge,  add 
ftrong  natural  parts,  ftands  very  high  in  the  theatti- 
cal  lift,  nor  are  his  public  talents,  in  fome  refpe^ 
Exceeded  by  any;  his  externals  are  not  very  favoo- 
raUe,  his  countenance  is  not  exceptionable,  nor 
yet  (biking  i  his  eyes,  otherwift  well  calculated  for 
a  ft^,  are  injured  by  a  neamefs  pf  fight,  which 
occa&ins  him  often  to  contraA  and  wink  them  j  Ins 
afticm,  b^  too  much  u&  of  the  left  hand,  is  uncouth ; 
his  atdtudes  forced,  and  his  deportment  rather  pe< 
dandc  than  graceful ;  his  voice  has  power  almoft 
without  «idt  full,  humomous  and  variabk-,  his 
fi:elings  are  fine,  and  generally  jufl,  yet  his  enunci- 
adon  is  (b  incumbered  with  unnecefiary  mulripEed 
emphafis,  that  he  often  a[^)ears  in  the  painfiil  fitua- 
don  o£  a  man  gafping  fbr  breath. 

This  goitlcman  has  been  but  an  unfortunatt  ma- 
pager,  and  we-wifh  fbr  his  owm  fake,  as  well  as  that 
vl  the  Englilh  ftage,  which  has  been,  and  b  deplo- 
rably fupplied  in  his  ftile,  that  he  had  never  left 
LoadtV)  i  from  his  medium  time  of  life  he  may  be 
efteemed  with  all  faults,  the  tragedy  fheet  anchor  at 
preftnt^  bat  sever  let  the  luting  jade,  comed}%  de- 
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coy  him  into  the  circle  of  ridicok,  or  coBtan|K, 
mth  hcreoacii^  finilcsjflie  was  not  made  fw  him, 
nor  he  for  her. 

Mr.  Rofs  I  perhaps  the  molt  ungratefiil  ion  of 
nature  that  Ibe  ever  produced ;  poflefled  of  accecdiiig 
goodrequifitcs,  ikve  an  uiuneaning  countenance,  has 
hymaxdikis  n^kA  funk  him&lf  ahnoft  below  no- 
tice i  induftry  and  perfeveraDce  nught  by  thii  dne 
luve  fet  him  forenK^  in  pubUc  efteon,  whereas  we 
find  him  very  Uctle  uled,  and  lels  Jpdceaof,  lb  ear^, 
we  imagine  as  the  age  of  forty:  his  voiceis  pleafiog 
and  exienfive,  his  feelings,  when  properly  called 
i^n,  have  fpirit,  and  pathos  i  his  pCTfoo,  before 
corpulence  enlarged  it,  was  very  ^;reeable,  hjs  de- 
portment and  ^ioa  frae,  his  utterance  caly,  ^ 
pointed  anddiftin^jcvcnw^t  if  .he  would  piomife, 
.  and  keep  his  word,  to  take  pains  with  Ja^Ber,  CaT- 
taHcb  Eflcac,  &;c,  we  ihoal^  .fee  him  with  onicb 
more  plcafure  dun  aay^thcr  pi>B^t  pc^onncrL  ve 
never  wifli  any  thing  nxxe  agrqegble  .duur.  his  Ltvd 
,Townly,  and  young  Bevil  have  been.  ... 

Mr.  Smith,  a  meritoiius  contraft  to  the  ptB- 
ceding  gentlcmiui,  recommends  faimlelf  to  ma- 
'nagers  and  famiUariaes  himftlf  to  the  puUic,  by  an 
uncommon  fiiaze.  o£  afliduity  j  the  talent^  be  has 
are  not  fpared  but  trften  through  neceffity,  ini^>- 
plied,  as  we  have  ibewn  in  the  courie  c^  our  tp- 
jnarksi  we  CMild  wi&  4ut9  totally  ijevotcd $d  .gca- 
toel,  fprighdy  comedy,^  hie  ^cpnffion  and  fvddag^ 
never  do  juftice  to  the.  more  knportant  pa0ages  ei 
pafHon,  and  his  decknudon  lofes  due  e6e&  &om 
Icvky }  we  believe,  net  only  from  our  <nvB»  but 
very  extended  cridcal  opinion*  ihat  fearce  a«y  per- 
&nner  ever  played  fi>  much,  ;o  affsft  die  heart  fo 
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fattlci  but  an  agreeable  perfoiii  genteel  earri^, 
engaging  countenance,  and  a  diftin^  linoothj  pow- 
erful, voice,  though  monotonous,  carry  him  reipec> 
ubly. 

Mr.  Reddiih,  in  point  of  pecuniary  advantage 
and  ftation,  is  on  the  ftage  at  a  very  lucky  tlm^  but 
we  cannot  fey  fo  much  in  refpcit  of  critical  feme  i 
for  though  a  very  ufeful  performer,  he  never  was 
ddigned  to  be  a  great  one,  he  ever  fhould  have  beeri 
in  Mr.  Havard's  line,  and  that  only;  his  expreflion 
is  not  always  a  juft  comment  upon  his  auttuH-;  his 
feelings  are  not  adequate  M  violent  pafllons,  which 
hasoccalioned  us  more  than  once  to  finile  at  his  ef> 
forts  in  Alexander;  the  beft  character  he  plays  of 
any  force  and  variety  b  Edgar,  level  fpeaking 
jEeons  beft  fuitcd  to  his  voice  and  manner,  his  pcribh 
is  manly,  but  neither  genteel  nor  confequendal} 
his  tones  are  diftinft  and  agreeable  enough,  but  too 
limittd  for  climaxes  of  maKaitl  extent}  we  were 
Ihocked  at  the  malevolent  irony  of  fome  news  pttpct 
remarks  in  the  Ledger  fome  time  fince*  which  faid 
this  gentleman,  in  many  ca[ntal  parts,  wasfecobdto 
none  but  Mr.  Garrick;  how  could  he  have  pro- 
voked any  writer  to  advance  fuch  An  abfurdity,  or 
how  could  any  writer,  unprovoked,  attempt  to  damn 
]um  with  fuch  falfe  praife? 

'  Mr.  Savigny  we  wiih  not  to  (peak  of,  a&  we  are 
under  an  indifpenf^te  neceffity  of  uling  Obadiah 
Prim's  wwds,  who,  when  aflced  what  he  diilikesa- 
bouc  Sir  Phillip  Modelove,  replies^  thy  perfon,  thy 
manner,  thy  every  things  if  necdEty  had  forced 
tins  gendeman  on  the  l^ge  We  fhould  have  lament- 
ed him  fincertly,  but  as  it  is,  we  are  rather  induced  • 
tovonderat,  than  condemn  the  devorioo of  fuch 
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trifling  requifites  to  theatric  action  v  ad^inwar* 
p«f(H),  without  any  grace,  aild  a  voice  that  has  not 
one  tolerable  noix  above  the  level  of  a  ccHnmon  co»- 
verfation ;  there  is  an  e^ddent  aim  at,  and  v^ry  £unc, 
therefore  di(agreeable,  rimititudeto  Mr.  Garrick, 
that  is,  U>  his  grcatcft  diiiciencics :  we  heaid  a  fort 
of  a  critical  pun  uttered  on  feeing  this  pcrSorma  in 
Cyrus,  which  may  not  be  unworthy  nodce;  if,  fays 
a  w;^,  Mr.  Savigny's  razors  omch  a  beard  no  bet- 
ter than  his  features,  aqd  oncrance,  do  the  paffions. 
It  muft  be  tortureto  be  Ihaved  by  them. 

Mr.  Powell,  though  alas!  no  more,  muft  not 
pafs  unnoticed;  his  perlbn  was  no  way  ftriking,  ycc 
of  good  fize  and  proportion;  his  face  rather  vacant, 
but  pleafingihia voice  hannomous,  and  pPthetic} 
his  addre&  gented,  but  his  action  limited,  and  ineic- 
prefiive:  io  old  men,  where  his  features  were  ren- 
dered more  exprcflive  by  art,  and  where  the  feel- 
ings feemed  natural  to  hiin,  he  perhaps  never  had  « 
luperior  but  Mr.  Garrick,  'tis  true  he  i!s^,  oi"  ra-. 
thcr  was  i^liged  to  take,  too  )ai^  A  field  ^  4ftion» 
and  ibmetimes  g^  out  of  his  depth  •,  but  ilmoft  in 
every  point  of  view,  he  was  much  betCtf  than 
any  thing  he  has  left  behind  him. 
.  Mr.  H^land,  as  a  tragedian,  made  upefffiff- 
nels,  dilTonance,  and  violence,  re^>e&abk  in 
figure,  and  powerful  in  voice,  both  «4uch  he  mif- 
ufed  abominably;  as  a  co^nediaflt  in  c}ft  Plain  Dea- 
ler, Sir.AVilliam  Eva^  ^d  that  ftite,  hedeiifrTiBd 
the  praife  which  was  lavillied  on  him  in  other  parts 
that  he  did  not  do  half  fo  well:  he  £h\itt)od  feraral 
years  in  Mr.  Garrick's  fhoes,  (Up-fhod,  and  was» 
with  all  hb  faults,  a  great  lois  to  the  ihdiQ<^  as 
may  appear  from  viewi^  the  dreadful  partkiaD  of 
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his  charaAen  amongft —  oh  \n\ — in  pity  let  us  fink 
the  names. 

fAj.  Aickin,  we  have  no  objeftion  to  either  in 
refpcd  of  perfon,  or  voice,  but  lament  his  beii^ 
lifted  above  the  proper  fphere,  and  wifti  he  would 
reftrainthat  immoderate  violence  which  Out-Herods 
Herod,  he  is  much  better  calculated  for  a  fccond 
than  a  fixft  light,  and  vould  be  a  great  gainer  if  he 
exchanged  fome  of  hi^  fuperfluous  fire  for  a  de- 
gree <^  his  brother,  Mr.  J.  Aickln's  natUT;J 
cafe. 

Mr.  Benfley,  if  this  gentleman  w^s  but  half  as 
great  a  favourite  with  the  public  as  he  is  with 
the  manager,  he  would  be  happily  ftationed;  but 
very  partial  advantages  cannot  effeft  this-,  his  perfoo 
is  fli^t,  his  features  contrafted  and  peevifli,  his 
deportment  £dfely  confcquential,  his  a^ioa  Iboftly 
extravagant,  and  his  voice  rather  harfli-,  we  always 
view  him  moft  favourably  io  a  Tur^ilh  dre^ 
though  he  cap  never  make  a  Turkilh  countenance, 
jiis  features  being  much  mpre  qf  the  Chinjrfe  caft. 

Mr.  Clarke  is  very  rrfpcftable  in  appearance, 
and  peifonnance;  he  is  as  feldom  out  of  his  lati- 
tude as  apy  one  we  know,  and  if  he  never  mouna 
ft  great  height,  he  never  Cnks  much  below  a  proper 
Jevd,  he  is  literacy  a  good,  chalte;  a&or,  but  lame- 
times  rather  phlcgtnacjc 

Mr.  Cautherly  a  tragedy  ft:hool'boy;  eflenunaie, 
and  inrfipid  throughout  the  piece :  a  decent  Lovell, 
in  the  Clandeftine  Marriage,  nothing  further,  evcr- 
laftingly  the  faAie,  foup  for  dinner,  ibup  for  fup- 
per,  foup  j^  breakfaft^  uidibon. 


R  r  r  2  Mr. 

L)ji.z.iit>,Coogle 


49a      The   DRAMATIC   CENSOR, 

Mr,  Pjicksr,  and  Mr,  Jeficrfon,  two  ufeful  anj 
i&offoifive  performers,  the  latKr  confiderably  bet-i 
ter  than  the  former. 

Mr.  Hull,  very  capable  of  Aippondng  paternal  ch^r 
lafters,  with  proprietyi  and  feeling,  as  he  has  often 
evinced  to  public  facisfa^tioni  but  never  mftn  fo 
than  or>  a  lace  Ofcalion,  when  he  played  ^^"^fWT^t 
«c  Drury  hand  this  gentletnan  always  convinces  a 
iennble .  auditor,  that  he  ^sroughly  undaftandt 
his  authors  had  nature  given  him  executive  requir 
fites  equal  to  his  judgement  and  alliduity,  he  wmild 
have  been  a  capital  pillar  of  the  ftagc;  vhat  be  a 
pofleOed  of  he  exeats  with  judgment  apd  ^lOr 
defty, 

Mr.  Palmer,  is  what  may  be  called  a  hand&me 
figure,  yet  g^eady  injured  by  dcfcflive  carriage, 
particularly  a  moft  unpard6nable  lloop;  his  Trace 
is  loud,  but  made  up  rather  of  rumblii^  than  of 
perftA  tones,  which  he  uies  fo  lavift^y  ui  tra^ 
(hains,  as  to  offend  delicate  cars;  in  oxnedy  he 
has  very  pleaHng  talents,  as  wiinefs  his  Lyar,  Ixut 
der,  Brufli,  &c.  he  has  l?een,  by  the  neceffities  of 
the  ftage,  pulhed  rather  ^jcyond  his  mark,  which 
is  apt  to  prejudice  a  young  perfonnc)'. 

Mr.  Baniufter,yeiy  capable  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
and  parts  in  that  caft.  Mfr  Kniveton,  a  very  k^ 
rabk  comedian,  but  for  tragedy,  hufiv  Mr.  Moo- 
dy, the  beft  Kague  chat  everche  ftage  produced,  and 
an  aAor  of  merit  in  other  views.  Mr.  Vernon,  an 
exceeding  good  comic  performer,  though  merely 
ufedas  a  finger^  which  we  prcfcfs  not  to  judge  off. 
Mr.  Dodd,  the  theatrical  cockatoo,  fpirited  and 
pleafing  in  the  coxcomb-ftile.  Mr.  LoVe,  the 
bloody  murderer  of  blank  vcrfe,  bu^  a  good  Bon^- 
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&ce,  Cacafogo,  and  a  rdpe^tabk  Falftaff*}  ikr  a- 
piifg  in  Sir  John  Brute. 

Mr.  King,  in  the  comtc  walk  of  acting,  has  for 
(ome  yean  fliewn  more  force,  and  varieiy,  than  any 
cotemporaiyi  his  figure  isfmarc,  eafy,  genteel,  his 
countienance  pleafing,  his  features  archly  expreflive^  ' 
his  eyes  fpiritcd,  and  figntficant,  his  voice  diftinft} 
his  iftterance  remarkably  voluble,  and  his  afticHi 
irell  adap^. 

Mr.  Woodward,  who  has  luflfcred  lels  impur  from 
time,  than  any  man  in  public  life  of  his  ftanding^ 
is  am^ngly  great  in  outrf,  and  whimlical,  charac- 
^rs,  Jar  beyond  compedtion:  in  the  fop  ftile  he  is 
alio  himfelf  alone;  his  perfon  is  genteel,  his  deport- 
ment pleafing,  bi4t  radicr  too  pidturefque,  nm 
itudied }  comedy  has  &t  her  feal  upon  his  feature^ 
and  laughter  dwells  in  his  eye^  we  have  leen  dtis 
gentlonan  lately  with  as  much,  or  more,  pkafur^ 
than  we  ^d  twoity  years  agpj  his  invacity  is  aatft- 
aang, 

Mr.  Yates,  a  very  juft  comedian,  who  is  feldom 
beholden  to  trick  for  applau&j  his  forte  we  have 
always  thought  is  old  men,  yet  we  adnut  his  Sharp, 
and  BrainwQrm,  to  be  inimitable. 

Mr,  Shuter,  a  luxurious  performer,  who  has  great 
hpmQpr  bofh  in  looks  and  czpreflion,  but  wants 
chaftity  of  diara£ber,  and  diligentX}  tlwformerof- 
ttn  runs  him  into  buffoonery,  the  latter  into  imper- 
feftnefs,  and  Qonfenfe,  Mr.  Parfons  has  not  fo. 
much  fun,  but  more  corre&ieis.  Mr  Wetton,  the 
unparalelled  eldeft  bbm  of  fimpllcity,  whofe  Dr. 
%J&  apd  A^wworm,  niuft  tmbend  the  moft  rigid 
fefow,  3 
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Wc  fiiall  condudc  male  performers  with  Mr. 
Foote,  who,  as  he  never  has  attached  himfelf  to  a 
fyherc  of  general  aftion,  we  muft  merely  confider 
in  his  own  pieces  ;  In  which  he  afts  with  the  fame 
inimitable  f|Mrit  that  he  writes ;  as  his  ideas  and  cha- 
ncers are  truly  original,  fo  is  his  reprefcntation  of 
Che  parts  he  plays ;  his  forceable  merit  has  been 
(bbftantially  proved  by  the  amazing  Aims  he  has 
drawn  at  difierent  periods,  but  particularly  the  laft 
fourfummcrs  fucceffivelyi  if  any  other  proof  was 
neceflary,  we  could  fumiih  a  very  ftrong  one  by  of- 
fering to  comparative  view  the  impotent,  difguftfiil, 
SUbcral,  attempts  that  have  lately  been  made  \ipon 
his  pieces,  at  both  houfes,  by  fomc  theatrical  quix- 
Ote's,  to  their  own  utKr  dilgrace,  and  indeed  that  of 
the  managers;  tus  pointed  rapidity,  his  peculiar 
lignificance,  and  his  laughable  tranfiaons,  fupport- 
«d  with  unbaring  fire,  and  uncommon  whim,  fet 
htm  above  iH  efforts  of  imitation;  and  it  may  be 
faid  of  him  not  only  as  an  author,  but  as  an  afbor, 
tfiat  he  fnatches  graces  beyond  the  reach  (rf"  art. 

The  lower  members  of  each  theatre,  whom  we 
have  not  mentioned,  nor  could  not  without  bdng 
tedious,  certainly  in  general  deferve  the  compli- 
ment erf  being  much  fitter  for  their  humble  ftarion« 
than  the  leaders  are  for  theirs;  the  rank,  and  61^ 
rather  fiiame  their  field  officers. 

Mrs.Woffington  had  an  elegant,  pleafing,  i^ipear- 
ance,  and  great  comic  fpirit,  but  there  wa^  a  pe^ 
culiar  t^nt  of  affeCarion,  not  fuitable  to  a  red  fine 
lady-,  Ihe  always  fcemed  too  confcious  of  her  per- 
fonkcharms,  therefore  too  fcldom  threw  off  w  to 
aiTume  chwaftef,  hence  arofe  a  famcnefsthat  we 
could' not  approve;  her  tragedy  cxhitnted  Ibme 
ftivkes 
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ftK^es  finely  imagined,  and  wdl  executed,  but  up* 
on  the  whole,  fhe  wore  the  budc'in  with  a  very  ill 
grace;  Ihe  appeared  to  more  advantage  in  oien* 
.  deaths,  than  any  other  female  we  have  law,  and 
was  not  only  very  plealing,  but  very  charaaeriftic, 
in  that  difficult  luideitaking.  Sir  Harry  Wildair^ 
fhe  was  relieved  by  death  from  the  near  approach- 
ing neglcft  of  both  public  and  private  admirers ;  her 
voice  was  the  greatdl  defeat  the  laboured  under. 

Mrs.  Cibber,  was  very  agreeable  in  her  perfon, 
happy  in  the  difpofition  of  it,  more  happy  in  a  let  of 
fe^ures  uncommonly  expreflive,  and  moft  Eu^y 
in  a  pluntive,  mellow,  powerful,  voice,  fhe  had  no 
turn  at  all  for  comedy ;  in  grief  and  diftra&ion,  n» 
idea  could  go  beyond  her  cKCution*,  and  her  Ali- 
cia, Conftancc,  &c.  muft  ever  be  remembered  witht 
admiration-,  yet  aftar  all  flie  had  a  rclilh  of  the  <M 
d-tum-ti,  which  ofun  gave  us  p^nce. 

Mrs.  Pritchard  was  graceful  and  eng^ng,  ca- 
pable of  commanding  not  only  refpeft  but  r^ard  ■,  ■ 
her  merits  were  very  general,  nearly  equal  both  in 
the  grave  and  the  gay;  it  is  not  fcafy  to  conceive 
one  and  the  fame  peribn  fo  capital  in  Lady  Mac- 
beth, Jane  5hore,  Beatrice,  and  Catharine,  flic 
had  good  feelings,  but  blubbered  ingrief;  her  v<mcc 
was  rather  coarie,  but  well  modlilated,  and  her 
perfon  too  corpulent,  yet  ib  well  deported  as  to 
carry  off  its  fuperfluity  with  eafe;  her  ci|ual  will  not 
aikmi  the  theatre,,  th^  many  years. 

Mrs.  Bellamy  trod  clofe  on  the  heeb  of  Mrs. 
Ctbbcr,  ihe  had,  wethink,  the  more  «niable  counte- 
nance of  the  two,  though  it  was  not  marked  with 
fo  mudi  ftnfitHlicy,  her  perfon  thou^  firntll,  was 
•vtry  iatisfadory,  and  her  cjqjpeflions  of  rapture,  be- 
yond 
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yond  any  thing  we  have  ever  heard  i  fhe  came  Ibmc- 
what  nearer  comedy,  than  her  great  competitor,  but 
never  defcrved  much  praife  in  that  ftile. 
'  Mrs.  Barry  has  great  advantage  over  the  Brft,  and 
lafi  mentioned  ladies,  as  being  far  beyond  cither  in 
ccHnedy,  and  not  much  behind  them  in  tragedy-,  Ibe 
is  graceAil,  genteel,  tpirited,  and  feeling;  but  frcHn 
a  defe£t  in  her  eyes,  not  (o  defcriptive  in  counte- 
nance, as  might  be  wiflied. 

Mrs.  Yates,  in  the  prcfenc  clouded,  theatrical 
hemiipher^  fliines  a  conftellation,  but  we  think 
her  merit  very  confined;  a  good  perfcm,  regular 
but  haughty  features,  and  powerful  vmcc,  carry  her 
well  through  rage,  anddifdain;  but  fhe  is  fkficienc 
in  tender  feelings,  and  hurries  the  fbrceable  ones  to 
a  degree  of  violence,  which  criticifin  muft  condemn ; 
we  are  forry  to  di^r  fo  much  from  public  opinion, 
which  feems  fo  warm  in  this  lady's  favour^  (be  has 
not  a  trace  of  comedy  aboiit  her. 

Mrs.  Abington  has '  all  the  advantages  of  Mrs. 
Woffington,  with  more  variety  and  more  pleafantry; 
fhe  is  beyond  a  doubt  our  beft:  comic  a&rels,  and 
fully  dcferves  the  fevour  flie  enjoys.  Mifi  Pope 
has  confiderable  merit,  in  Imart  voluble  comedy, 
but  is  not  totally  eng^;ing  as  to  her  perfon.  Miis 
Mftcklin  had  extenfive,  fpirited,  abilities,  but  b  o» 
the  decline.  Mrs.  Bulkley,  and  Mrs.  Baddely,  axe 
both  pretty  women,  and  agreeable  adtrefies,  what 
nothing  great  is  wanting.  Mrs.  Mattocks,  a  very 
ufeful  adbels,  but  rather  under-a£ts  tragedy,  and 
over-docs  comedy,  fmging  we  take  no  notice  of. 
Miis  Catley  nothing  of  a  fpeaker :  Mrs.  fltz- 
gcrald,  very  little  better.  Mn.  Gardner,  in  Mr. 
Foote*? 
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tootc's  pieces  racellent.  Mrs*  Green*  a  very  good. 
fubftitute  for  Mrs.  Clivci  Mrs.  Hopkins,  a  verjr. 
bad  one.  Mrs.  Clive,  pecxilUrly  happy  in  low  hu- 
mour;  who  with  a  moft  dilagreeable  facet  and  per- 
fon,  was  always  the  joy  of  her  audience^  when  (he 
kept  clear  of  any  thing  ferious  or '  genteeL  Mrs*  ■ 
W.  Barry,  a  very  tolerable  fecond  Woman,  Mif» 
Miller,  nothing  but  partial  managetical.  favour 
Could  haveproducedj  or  fupported,  this  Lady. 

Thus  the  Dramatic  Ceksor  takes  cardial 
leave  of  the  reader,  confcious  of  many  ^ults,  not; 
Without  hopes  of  fome  merit;  and  wifhes,  that  if 
Any  other  work,  upon  this  plan,  andfubjcft,  fiiould 
hereafter  be  ftarted,  there  may  be  more  fubje&s  fof 
{>rufe,  and  fewer  for  ccnfurci 


We  cannot  diimils  this  volume.  Without  gra^- 
nilly  scknowledg^g  the  general  encouragemenf 
irith  which  the  public  hare  honoured  our  critical 
{}urfuit^  and  the  felf  approbation  wc  feel  from  hav- 
ing preferved  one  anifortn  fpirit  of  impartiality 
thnn^  the  whole,  agreeable  to  our  free  and  un- 
tnalTqdjudgmenti  As  a  candid  reriewof  the  Itage 
Was  the  only  motive  for  this  undertaking,  add  a  fe- 
cond ediuon  is  now  preparing  for  th£  prefs,  we 
take  this  oj^iortunity  of  foliciting  the  aOi&uicQ 
of  the  ingenious  in  general,  in  order  to  render  the 
wvk  at  perfb£tand  pleating  as  pofBble.  At  the 
&me  wnc,  we  hereby  promife,  diat  whatever  al- 

yei,  U<  S  >  s  nrations , 
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teratjoiu  we  nuy  be  fovoure^-  viiK  if  noC  convo. 
fijent  to  in^rp^rate  them  inw  the  body  of  the 
work}  Aall>atl«aft,appcarinn<)fcswiththcauthor's 
name,  if  required,  by  ■adiich  tfac  pMh%  may  fonn. 
«  pr^jer  j\i4gincnt  of  our  per^>fniaBce,  vid  eafily 
perceivo  the  eomjplsxian  of  our  pditciples.:  iuch 
contrpondeius  as  ^nrour  u£  inth  any  improfc- 
mmts,  by  fending  their  a^rels  tQ  the  piibliihei^ 
(hall-have  a  let  of  the  nei«  editiois  handfomdy 
bound,  fwt  V9  thcm  g^am,  «  fgoa  »» i(  «  pub* 
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'^SWER  tchour  l4Ce  CORRKSPONDENt^. 


ArtER  thanking  A.  B.  and  E.  M.  for  di* 
^^ndly-correfpondence  with  whidi  (ho  DriiunaHc 
Cenforhaslxen  indulged,  we  declare  ouHelves  hap^ 
pyin  the  idea  of  afliftance*}  for  a  fecond  edition, 
every  remark  for  enricKment,  or  correftion,  ihail 
be  carefully  attended  to,  eveiy  judicious  altcradon 
adopted,  and  every  poffil^e  fiep  taken  to  make  the  . 
work  complete}  we  lament  thp  indifpoUtion  of  our 
frisnd  £.  M..and  are  toj-egittthaE-a  fimilid-  impedi' 
nient  amo^  ourlittvesj  pvevcntcd  this  nwnber's  ap 
pparing  indue  dnw,  we  haw  at  prefent  no  fixed 
Kftilution,  «f  extending  theCcnfbr  beyond  tiieli« 
mitsat  firll  propofed,  ihould -fuch  a  defign  take 
pUce,  timely  notice  win  be  given  for  correfpondentsj 
jV.  B.  and  E.  M.  with  other  friends,  niay  ftft  aHiired 
ifvehavenoE  been fo"incivill)r curious  as  to  employ 
the  leaft thought  in  finding  out  the  real  rtamcs  a 
thofe  persons  who  only  fign  initials^ 
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